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Qutl ook on the Mnth

Chi l dhood is an essential stage in our human devel opment.
Those of us who were | ucky enough to have the kind of
secure, contented chil dhood that our society assumes as it
norm know how si gni ficant the experience was in devel opi ng
the people we are now, how i nmportant the sheer joy of being
young is. Childhood is a tine when the inagination can
consume one, when society allows one to be any thing one
wants to be. This experience sustains one |long after
chil dhood had ended. O course, for nobst children

chil dhood is not the conplete idyll it is generally made out
to be. Real life - poverty, powerlessness, parental divorce or
unhappi ness, the death of people close to one - intrudes,

causing different degrees of trauna to the children affected
by them Some of these things are to be expected: we all

have to live with the breakdown of personal relationships,
and death is an essential part of the experience of being
humran.

But when a society systematically di sempowers the young,

and when those in power continually exploit the young and
nothing is heard or done about it, then our society is sick
and we all suffer. Child |abour is not a practise confined to
India. It is alive and well and living all over South Africais
rural areas. Thousands of children are severely traunatised
each year by the viol ence which engulfs honmes and lives in



this country. The terrible thing about this violation of
children is that it affects not only the children, but the adults
they become, the children they have, and the nature of the
society they live in. In safeguarding and protecting children
we safeguard all that is nost hopeful about our own lives. In
South Africa today (Novermber 1991) this hope cannot be
abandoned. Childrenls rights nust be protected.

m

As prom sed, we are producing the back issues of South

African Qutlook still owing to our subscribers. This issue has
now ( Novenber 1991) not only fills a gap in the series of

past issues, but will, we hope, provide our readers with

rel evant and stimulating reading matter.

prililCd by Sally Print. Methodist |nner

Cty Mssion , Cupc Town.
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THE | MPACT OF VI OLENCE

()N CHI LDREN
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THE | MPACT OF VI OLENCE

()N CHI LDREN

by Elijah Kl aason

In our country, there is so much viol -
ence that it has al nbst become the order
of the day. people are dogged by viol -
ence in various ways from every mmk

of society.

Not hi ng in hand seens reliable enough
to stop the tide of violence which is
gradual | y sappi ng the eonfon of hunu-
nity. Indeed society is under stress
precisely fromthe effects of violence
and what it does to children. For in al

i nstances of violence which are taking
pl ace, children are the worst victins.
The i nmpact of violence on children
makes the whol e i ssue nuch nore

serious and provoking.

It is inmportant to recogni se that violence
in our society has assuned many |ionns.
The nost notable of these are the fol-

| owi ng:

1 State inflicted viol ence

2 social violence

State intlieted violence is by the state
and i s government endorsed. It has been
| egalised to a great extent through vari-
ous mechani sms such as:

Yk Jails for Children

3k The separation 01" families through
det enti on

:k The harassnent of whole societies

5 The presence of the arny in residen-
tial areas

This all has 11 psychol ogi cal effect on
Children. Yet there are al so severe phys-
ical fornms of violence inflicted on our
children. for instance:

5 The shooting of children

5 Their whol esal e murder through such
noted agents us "wittdoeke"

:k The muimng :tnd raping of children
by the sarne.

This brings me to nmy experiences of the
maj or event which took place in Cross-
roads and KTC.

In 1985. the young people of Cross-
roads led the resistance to the forced
renoval s to Khtiyelitsha. The state
responded with force. SAP and SADF
menbers czinme ruthlessly down on the
Crossroads conmunity. nany young

peopl e were shot. and sonme even died.
January 1990

Red Cross Internationa

Sone infants died fromteztrgas.

Enpi lisweni Sacla Cinic, the health
Centre which was based in Crossroads

at that stagem had a hectic tine attend-
ing to the Injures who cane from Nyzm
g3. thnga 11nd Gugul etu. The four doe-
tors fromthe clinic prepared an interest-
ing report on their findings in this viol-
ent situation. Four hundred people were
treated for gunshot wounds from police
bullets in the nine nonth period Febru-
ary to Novermber 1985. Thirteen of

these people died. Over 90% of the tota
number were shot with Bird or Buck

shot. Sixty patients suffered severe



injuries of the eye. chest. head. abdomi -
nal soft tissue and joint novenmenL 31
were treated for rubber bullet injuries
znd 16 were treated for beatings. Few
peopl e suffered fromteargus. The ages
of 370 of the patients treated were:
Less than 10 years 5

10 - 15 years 36

15 - 20 years 118

20 - 25 years ()6

25 - 30 years 48

30 - 35 years 36

COver 35 years 31

The brutal attack by the police ztnd
SADF created intense fear anong
children and bitterness anbng ol der
yout h. Perhaps the worst that happened
whi ch psychol ogi cal |y bruised our
children was the destruction of Cross-
roads satellite canps 11nd KTC i nfornma
settlenents in 1986

Thousands of homes were set on tire

and nmany people were brutally killed in
the fight between Crossroads nen sup-
ported by the SAP and the SADF and

ot her squatters. Thousands of people
11nd their children were left in the open
m serabl e and w t hout hones.

This tragic event that our children were
nmade to experience |eft them nervous,
confused and unsure. Consequently the
vigilante groups the police and the

Def ense Force becane unpopular. It is
interesting to note how the SADF and
pol i ce nenbers subsequently tried to
win the friendship of the comunity
they had destroyed. Young chil dren

were enticed to play football with them
some children were nade to play in the
Casspirs. This sonehow served to sanc-
rosancti se violence. a dzngerous devel -
opnent for children. Social violence is
the fonn of violence which children
encounter at honme. sand in

organi sati ons and thorough ot her com
nmunity setups. Fighting between adults
at home in front of the children is a bad
| esson and can influence the way a
child relates to the nother or father

| still have bad menories of the way in
which ny father used to fight with my
nother. Street fighting by mature people
often excites children to viol ence. The
use of children by politica

organi sations in acts of violence in
crisis tines does great harmto their
wel f are.

Chil dren who are becomng famliarised
to viol ence should be assisted tO devel -
op and grow in a neani ngful and con-
structive way. | this our society and the
powers that be owe a ot to our
children. School s have becone a sort of
arny eztnp and in sone instances
children have had to wite their exans
at gunpoint. The trauma this causes
themis unthi nkabl e.

My concern is the fact that inmature.

i nexperienced children are often encour-
aged to acts of violence wthout under-
standing the issues in question. \Wat



they know are sone superficial facts

and fromthese the sl ogans are shouted.
Subsequently you hear. " Down with so
:md so". Many children have found it
diftieult to handl e situations of violence
in which they have been involved. It

has energed that sonme of the Children
who have been drawn into acts of neck

| aci ng have had ni ght mares ot hers have
been admitted into nental institutions

Li nd other have taken to drugs.

In sone eases commercial concerns and
the media are detrinmental to the life of
young peopl e. The manufacturing and
selling of toys |ike machi ne guns, tankst
1ind ztrny kits is enough to pronote

[J



war-1i ke tenancies in children.

Thi s viol ence has been seen at funerals
whi ch have al ways been sol enmm and
respectful occasions in our tndition.
The police and the arnmy are 11150 guilty
inthis matter. Qur children are exposed
to extensive violence. W as parents
must stand up for their interests.

Toget her we must speak out and act in
responsi bl e ways to di seounge vi ol ence.
Let us be one in condemi ng:

t The presence of the arny in the town-
ships and in schools

t Organisations which enlist children to
do acts of violence

t Violence fromconflicts (Il hone or in
the conmunity

h Irresponsible artists: authors and desi -
gners who through | heir work | ocus on
violence in :1 way that is detrinental to
the society and its children

Let us begin:

t To pronote sound di al ogue between
parents and children for nutual under-
st andi ng

t To provide free counselling in order
to tackle the enotional, psychol ogica
Stol en Chil dhood -

On the care of refugees.

by Elizabeth F. Bennet, Child Devel opment Programme, Pretoria.
In 1978 the United Natiunk Interna-
tional Year 01' the Child (IYC) pro-

vi ded the opportunity for us to focus
nore directly on the plight of the
refugee child and the child in civi
conflict.

We were coping with the aftermath of

the Vi etnam War and the Beirut

Israeli conflict in particular

Organi sations such as UN CEF

(where | was working), the United

Nati ons Hi gh Conmi ssion for refugees
(UNHCR) and non-gover nnent al

organi sati ons such as the Red Cross,
Catholic Relief and so on were hel p-

ing ensure that the fundanental needs

of food, shelter, and nedicine were

net. However the psychol ogi cal dane

age of being violently uprooted 1 Om
the place called hone, of tiight often
preceded Or acconpani ed by vi ol ence,

of being thrust into a new, unfamliar
envi ronnent and the uncertainty of

exile and readjustnment is a factor that
enmerged, needing to be addressed

nore fully. The npbst danaging situ-
ation for a child arises where there is
no vision of the future, n0O parents,

rel atives, guardi ans or siblings, pur-
tieulzirly in the crucial early years. So
t he unacconpani ed minor is severely

at risk and it becanme apparent that
children who have suffered the ravages
of war, uprootedness, starvation and

| oss needed urgent support prior to

the further problens of resettlenent

and re-integration. W all know that

and rel ated problenms of young peopl e.

e To educate in the field of problem
solving and conflict settlenent, enabling
young peopl e to address differences



anongst thenselves in u better way.

We shall then have done sonething in
the building of our Children. WIIliam
Wordsworth, in menory of a beautiful
scene fromhis childhood stated in one
of his poens: "The boy is the father of
the man". Indeedt children are the adults
()I'i tonitirrew

Centre for |Intergnup Studies, Ccea-

si onul Paper No. 13.

Sout h African Qutl ook



nmental and enotional pain is as severe
as physical pain and it cannot wait,
that the results of unattended nenta
strain can lead to nmental illness and in
the long termthe condition can be
passed on to succeedi ng generati ons,

in a painful |egacy of bitterness.

On the optimstic side, disasters and
crises can notivate forces to pronpt
new initiatives:

t diverting resources to child surviva
| : pronpting the basic rights of
children

Il encouraging nore studies and sym
posi a on children under stress.

I amin the process of witing a hand-
book for the field worker on preven-
tive nental health care for children in
emergency situations. It is the field
wor ker who has nost influence on the
daily lives of these children, often
serving as substitute parents whereas
the health and rel ated services pro-
fessional is scarce to begin with and
usually serves a linmted termof duty.
this handbook is to be | ow cost, using
| ocal resources, requiring inplenmenta-
tion at grass roots |level and applicable
in a variety of cultural settings - as
such it should fit in with a basic ser-
Vi ces approach.

So far in ny research, | have found
that in spite of the extraordinary resil-
i ence di splayed by many children in
situations of stress, there are not many
who are able to cope. Nor is there
much evi dence indi cating what price
these chil dren, who appear to be
coping, pay in the long term

Children in energencies have all the
normal probl ens of stress com

pounded nmany tines over. Since

anxiety is an appropriate reaction to
situations of stress, the recognition
and subsequent treatnent of excessive
anxi ety can do nuch to alleviate the
psychol ogi cal suffering of the child
and the community or society as a
whol e. On the preventative |level, an
hol i stic approach could help forestal
or reduce certain problens inherent in
the energency situation

The detrinental effects of deprivation,
rejection and | oss on the overal

grom h of the child are well known.
Love and encouragenent are fuel for
grom h and creativity which is the
ultimate rehabilitation of the child at
risk. It is these al nbst synonynous
January 1990

Fromthe series "The Jewi sh Prague", by Jindrieh Cech
concepts, |ove and encouragenent,

that need to be inplenented in practi-
cal terns by the field worker in

addr essi ng basic enotional needs:

it the need for love and security -
parent or substitute parents.

i siblings or selected unrel ated
children encouraged to denonstrate
affection and to express their feelings.
i the need to devel op - encouraging



i nteraction, |anguage and play al one
and with others.

i the need for praise and recognition

t the need for responsibility and par-
ticipation - encouragi ng i ndependence.
Children will have different ways of
coping with their situation, depending
on the individual famly structure and
the nature of the conflict. Extreme

wi t hdrawal , sel ective contacts (wanting
to be with peers exclusively), mstrust
of adults, apathy, aggression,
regression, self-fnflietions, physica
heal th conpl ai nts anxiety, fear, flight
into fantasy and hal l uci nati ons are no
unconmon ways of response.

Several |ow cost and locally feasible
nmechani sns have energed to assi st
children in how to cope with their
situation. They incl ude;

t creating small fam |y groups, instead
of institutions. The fam |y groups need
to be sensitive to the specific culture
In the ease of one North African

canp, boys lived in a corrugated iron
shelter and were exercised |ike sol -

di ers because the canp superintendent
did not know what else to do with

them Furthernore institutionalised
Children tend to have exceptionally
poor coping skills.

it Encouraging early stimulation inter-
ventions particularly for unacconpan-
ied infants. | renmenber hearing about
the rows of babies in canps in Viet-
nam At feeding tine, bottles were
stuck in their mouths but no-one
actually held the babies while they
were being fed. In fact they had vir-
tually no physical contact at all

it giving abundant opportunity to play
and rol e play.

it giving abundant opportunity to be
with their peers.

Conti nued on pg 7



Grls take over in
Ni gerian School s

by ()!seun ()gunsetein and Akin ()gunrinde,

(iirls are supplanting boys in N gerian
hi gh schools. Not only have they taken
away the front seats - where the nost
attentive students sit - they seem now
to be taking nost of the places in the
school, as social trends |ure young

men out of school to pursue a faster
lane to the better life.

The devel opnent is particularly acute
in the two eastern states of Ananbra
and I mo, where authorities recently
conducted a census of schools to

anal yze the situation and seek a rem
etly.

In Imo there are 468 secondary

schools with an enrol nent of some

926, 000 pupils. but the census reveal ed
that nore than seven out of every ten
hi gh school seats in the state was
occupied by a girl.

()Iticials Iind this alarming as it is
happening in an area with traditionally
hi gh ent husi asm for formal education
Thirty years ago in Eastern N geri a,
parents withdrew their children from
farmwork in their thousands to send
themto school as the route to higher
l'iving standards.

Thi s ent husi asm conti nued after inde-
pendence in 1960. The regi on pro-

vided a high proportion of N geriats
first generation of Western-edueated
elite who today occupy top positions

in the civil service, acadenm a and

i ndustry.

One explanation for the nmal e exodus
appears to be the high rate of um’11-
pl oyment anong university graduates

and professionals in the wake of a
particul arly choking structural adjust-
ment programre. A degree no | onger

prom ses automatic prefernenl

Ni gerian fathers place greater priority
on the prospects of the male child. He
is usually encouraged to get trained
for the nost lucrative positions. ()irlls
education receives less attention
because it is assuned that nost wll
marry and becone nothers and
housekeepers.

So as soon as it appeared that school s
were no | onger delivering the jobs,
parents reacted to the evident

demands of the econony by sending

boys to |l earn trades such as carpentry
5 January 1990

or car nmintenance. or to becone

smal | traders.

Time will tell whether this is a |l oss or
a gain to the N gerian econony. Buses
certainly cannot run w thout mech-

ani cs nor taps provide water w thout

pl unbers.

Headt eachers argue that pupils are

al so | eavi ng school because of the high
tuition fees and the escal ati ng cost of
books which | ow and medi umineone

fam lies cannot afford. Generally, the

Lagos-based journalists



mal e pupil is wthdrawn before his

si ster because the boy is nore val uable

to his father on the farm

The survey in Ananbra state reveal ed

that the trend has spread beyond sec-
ondary schools and into the tertiary
sector.

Only 150 out of 900 graduates were

mal es on graduation day at a |eading
col l ege of education. The sane was

true at the state-owned Institute of
Managenent Technol ogy and the

Pol yt echni c.

It is true that there are nore girls than
boys in the two states as a result of

the Nigerian Civil war, but the ratio is
not hing near the four girls to every

boy common in the school s.

Apart fromthe external econony and

the school fees, a further reason for
parents and boys dwi ndling interest

in education nay be the poor educa-

tion and resultant dreary facilities in

Ni gerials schools, 90% of which are

gover nnent - r un.

In the problemstates efforts are being
made to inprove the physical condi-

tions of schools and redundant teacher
training colleges are being turned into
secondary schools to reduce conges-

tion in existing ones.

In addition, the N gerian Council on
educati on proposes new gui delines for

gui dance and counselling in all sec-

ondary school s.

Under these, education ministries in

Ni gerials 21 states nust start a com

pul sory gui dance and counsel ling

service and train nore career counsel -

lors, while universities have been

asked to pep up teaching and research

i n guidance and counsel ling. The goa

is that every secondary school will

Conti nued on pg 8

ABOVE: Even the holy child (see "Virgin and
di spl aced and knew what it was to be on the
chi I dhood, which often draws on stories of J8
has been di spl aced over and over again in the
the right to a "real" chil dhood. free from want
has to be fought for. Poverty and powerl essnes
children in the famly group in the photograp



ith the Flight into Egypt") was | ost and
side of history. The (romantic) nyth of
[11dhOCd On the shores of Lake Galil ee,
)Yerienees of many children. That is why
11 worry cannot just be assuned; it also
i bute to shortening the chil dhood ol’ the
I ndiai s children:

trapped in slavery

by Aisha Ram a devel opnent witer in New Del h
NEW DELHI, INDIA: "I would get up

at 5.30 am and work at the cow sheds,
washing the cattle and feeding them
Then after a bath and breakfast | went
to the construction site to work as

| abourer. My daily wages were Rs 10

a day (less than US$ 1), but | never
saw this noney. It was given to the

| andl ord to whom ny father and

wer e bonded seven years ago. \Wen

got back fromthe construction site,
again tended the cattle and irrigated
ny masteris crops.”

This is the story of Devindran, only 14
years of age, of Karapanur village in
the Southern state of Tami| Nadu, but

it could be the story of any of the one
tolive mllion children in bonded

| abour in India. The figure is inpre-

ci se because there has been no com
prehensi ve survey of the problem But
according to the Bonded Labour Lib-
eration Front (BLLF) of India, there
are about five mllion famlies in
bonded | abour and if each famly has
even one child bonded the nunber

woul d be five million. The children
wor k at carpet and cl oth weaving,
"bidis" (indian cigarettes) production
mat eh- maki ng, | ock-maki ng, rag-piek-

ing or in the glass industry.

Al are exploited and if they attenpt

to revolt or fail to work to the satisfac-
tion of their master, they are thrashed.
Little Chandru, aged 11, is a rag

pi cker in the clutches of a waste
retailer in Bangalore. Unlike

Devi ndran, Chandru is a street child.

He was sold into bondage by his

not her for a paltry Rs250 (appr ox
US$17). He is bonded but escaped
through a drain and came to Del h

with activists of the Rag Pi ckers Edu-
cation and Devel opnent Schene to

present his case before a South Asian
sem nar on child servitude

For three years he has been picking
rags and waste from garbage bins for
aretailer to whomhe is bonded. "I get
up with the lirst rays of the sun," says
Chandru. Al day he scours dustbins

and garbage dunps for plastics, old
shoes, or odd bits of paper. Sometines
he picks up garbage worth Rs 30 (US$

0. 30- 0.60).

Bangal oreis streets are full of boys |ike
Chandru. In the evening they eat and

sl eep together in a public park or

under a bridge. Sonetinmes they even

get together and go to a cinema. They
are all exposed to infections and are
often bitten by strange dogs which



like them runmage in the dust bins.
Because of the Rsz, 500 (US$149) | oan
taken out by his nother, Chandru may
not sell his finds to other retailers. He
has | ost rack of his parents in the
three years he has lived on the streets.
Ei ght-year-old Sukhrazia is a picture
of poverty.

In a dirty vest and loin cloth; hair
shorn so she |l ooks |like a boy (to avoid
sexual assault), she has yell ow ng
teeth, an infected, oozing ear and a
vacant | ook on her face.

Her day is spent taking her |andlordis
cows to pasture. For this she is paid
R55 (US$ 0.30). Her father, who bor-
rowed R5200 (US$12) sone years ago

is a bonded I abourer. Wen he seeks

his freedom he is told that the inter-
est on his loan is Rs3,000 to Rs 4, 000
(US$180-240) and he woul d have to

pay this off before getting his freedom
There seens no end to the exploita-
tion of the 150,00 children engaged in
the Uttar Pradesh carpet industry in
the north of the country. A mafia of
child procurers collect themfromtheir
vill age honmes on paynment of anobunts
varying from R5200 to Rsl,500 to sel
themto carpet manufacturers. Sone

are the children of |andless agricul -
tural | abourers hit by drought or other
calam ties. Sone are devel opnent
destitutes _ tribal villagers displaced by
dans and ot her projects.

Parents part with these six to eight
year olds and they are assured their
children will be educated, fed and

cl othed and taught a skill. But once in
the clutches of the carpet nanufac-
turers they are nade to work 10 to 16
hours a day.

Two years ago, Bhagwani a, a w dow,
borrowed RS200 ( Us$ 12) froma car-
pet manufacturer in Ghazipur village.
Conti nued on pg 8
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| encouragi ng group activities,

acting ottt and group discussion

It regulating daily events -

i nstruction, daily cerenonies.

| encouragi ng privacy and rccm
identity by providing each child

pl ace to sleep, mat, toy, and useful ness
in the comunity.

| giving the opportunity to continue
certain famly or subcultural functions
such as food preparation, |anguage,
schooling and religious activities -
rclicli agencies are becom ng increas-
ingly aware that m ssionary zeal con-
fuses and doesnt serve any usefu
purpose. Catholic Relief in fact

encour ages traditional worship.

| providing vitally inportant safety
and protection as well as food and

shel ter.

()n the preventive |level, these basic

i nterventions could help alleviate sone
of the nental strain inherent in the
situation. And then there are those

who suffer fromnental illness and

they would require help on the thera-
peutic | evel which is dependant on the
avail abl e resources. One woul d need

to look at both traditional and estab-
i shed nethods of healing.

Wth regard to children in civil cone
tlict, and certainly in South Africa,
children have been witnesses to, victim
of and active in direct hostilities and
gruesone atrocities. in addition to
danage to heal th, handi caps, and | oss
of life, less visible is the psychol ogi ca
and social harminflicted upon

children by armed conflict and viol -
ence, not the least of which is the |oss
of chil dhood. As Freud and

Bur |l i ngham point out, war has an all -
enbraci ng i npact on childrenls devel -
opnent, attitudes, experience of

human rel ati ons, noral norns and
outlook on life. In situations of armed
conllict, the child becomes famliar

wi th destruction, ravage, violence and
hostility, which, apart from stinmulating
destructive aggressive behaviour, pro-
notes an attitude favouring the use of
force and violence as a neans of

resol ving conflict.

Then there are those children who are
abducted for training in arned con-
[lict. Studies have shown that abducted
children tend to devel op anti-socia
behavi our - delinquency, prostitution
and tlrug-addiction. Mirre acceptable
probl enms such as mstrust, |ow self-
Continued frompg 4

est eem and chroni c depression are

al so linked. Norman Garmezy has

found that intelligence, as defined
within cultural context, social conpet-
ence and sel f-esteem which can be
fostered through schooling, all contrib-
ute to a childis ability to cope with
hi ghly stressful events.

Children in trouble through being
involved in civil conflict are usually



seen as conveni ent scapegoats for

many of the shortcom ngs of an

unequal society which has failed to
recogni se, let alone guarantee, their
right to justice. By an odd inversion of
| ogi c, those who call for harsher pun-

i shent, speak as though ignorant of

the conditions that contribute to youth
crime and with no cogni sance of the

fact that the systemcreates crine.
Robert Adans enphasi ses that adults
have shaped the contenporary circum
stances which offer children the cer-
tainty of powerl essness, repression,
class, ethnic and gender inequalities,
the likelihood of scholastic failure,
poor and non-existent jobs, a poor

self- image and ultimately the possibil-
ity of inprisonnent and/or death.

Par adoxi cal | y, when young peopl e
respond to these conditions by m sbe-
havi ng, vandali zing, disrupting the
school system nurdering or breaking
the law, adults often react as though
these young people are either

i nherently bad, or as if they are acting
out deep-seated personal problens,

and they are seen to be capable of
bringing society to a state of coll apse.
In many countries, South Africa

i ncl uded, present conditions regarding
secure accommodation for children in
care varies fromthe unsatisfactory to
the positively alarm ng. The practise of
pl acing children in secure accommo-
dation without their having comitted

a crimnal offence, w thout any judicia
proceedi ngs, w thout any opportunity

to represent against it contravenes
natural justice and the European
Convention on Human rights. In wit-

ing this handbook, after | have com
pleted the field work for refugees and
children in civil conflict and in deten-
tion, I amnost in need of the thera-
peutic professional practitionerls input,
keeping in mnd that the infornmation

is at all tines directed to the field
wor ker - the attendant, the prison

war den.

South African Qutl ook
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have at | east one career counsellor to
gui de pupils in Choosing viable sub-
jects that will lead themto lucrative
pr of essi ons.

Crises, however, tend to be double
edged. For the girls who replace the
boys, this is a rare opportunity to get
a |l onged-for education. They are as
abl e as boys to becone civil servants,
doctors, or any other kind of pro-

f essi onal

Mor eover, the value of their |earning
need not dim ni sh when they becomne
nothers. It is well docunmented that
famlies benefit nore froman edu-
cated nmother that from a professiona

f at her.

The nation may seemto |ose formally,
yet it gains at the famly level with
unquantiliable benefits for society
later. A national deficiency m ght
nevertheless result if girls continue to
concentrate on traditional Arts sub-
jects and neglect the sciences, as is
currently the case in many countries.
The answer may lie in encouraging
girls to study all disciplines so that
they too can becone agronom sts,

engi neers, and physicists. /PANCS
Continued frompg 6

In return she pawned her two sons -
Urashanker, 12, and Gogi, 16. For

two years the boys worked without

pay. Bhagwani a struggled and saved
R5200 to buy their freedom But the
manuf act urer demanded i nterest of

Rs4, 000, beat her up and threatened

to cut off the hands of her children
Desperate, she approached BLLf and
finally got the boys rel eased. They now
wor k for another nmanufacturer and

earn a wage which is still a pittance.
So far, 25,000 children in the carpet

i ndustry have been freed in Uttar
Pradesh. But every day nore and

nore are sucked in. Demand is high

for Indian carpets abroad and the
government pronotes their export.

H gh demand means nore jobs, so

nore Children are enpl oyed. They are
preferred to adults because they pick
up skills faster, are easier to contro
and earn nuch less - if paid at all
BLLF says particles of carpet fibres
get into the Childrenls lungs and cause
di sease. In dark workpl aces Children
devel op weak eyesight. Their back-
bones becone distorted and they cut
their fingers tying carpet knots.
There are an estimated 44 million
January 1990

SPOTLI GHT ()N

M GRANT WOVEN

Al t hough m grant wonen often have

hi gher enpl oyment rate than native
worren and may even out nunber their
mal e conpatriots, they have generally
been neglected in studies of interna-
tional mgration. In recent years, how
ever, mgrant wonen, as distinct from



"mgrant workers and their famlies",
or simply "Mgrantts w ves", have been
gaining visibility.

In the Federal Republic of Gernmany,
forei gn wonen, notably, Turkish and
Yugosl av, have hi gher enpl oynent

rates than German wonen. The sane

is true for Portuguese wonen in
France. Over 70% of Yugosl av

femal es in Western Europe are econ-
omically active and in the FGR, they
account for 51% of Yugosl av workers.
Yet the concept of the male nigrant
wor ker and his "passive dependants”
persists, even in the United States
where for nost of the last half century
(since 1930) imm gration has been

f emal e- dom nat ed

"While it is true that fenale mgrants
have been negl ected by research or
represented in a stereotyped manner, we
do have consi derabl e know edge at our
di sposal, " said Dr. Mrjana Mrokvasic
of Francels National Centre for Scien-
tific Research (CNRS), "the real ques-
tion is why this know edge has had so
l[ittle inpact on policy-making, On the
nedi a and on the main body of mgra-
child labourers in India, despite the
8.8 mllion clainmed by the 1981 census.
This is not surprising because the
many child wel fare and bonded | abour
laws in India are not inplenmented
properly. Under the Children Pl edging
of Labour Act of 1933, a penalty of
R550 (Us$3) should be levied on giv-
ing away children for noney. But it is
not enforced, says Ms Neera Burra, a
soci ol ogi st specialist in child | abour
The Child Labour (Protection and

Regul ation) Act 1986 cane into force
despite strong opposition from NGO s
whi ch wanted child [ abour totally
abol i shed. The government argued it
coul d not abolish child |abour since
many children had to work for very
survi val

Under of

the Act, enpl oynent

tion literature."

Overcom ng "Gender Blindness”

But what is now noving sonme speci al -
ists to overcone "gender blindness" in
m gration studi es? Anobng a nunber

of expl anati ons Morokvasic cites new
soci al aspects of migration flows in
West ern Europe during the 19705 and
19805 when | abour mgrati on was
largely halted but fam |y reunion con-
ti nued. Fem ni st questioning of the

pl ace of wonen in society in genera
has al so contri buted.

Born in Yugosl avia herself, she sees
anot her positive change in the fact
that, as social scientists and in the
medi a, mgrant wonmen are devel opi ng

a new approach which is "giving rise to
a dWwerent outl ook” towards this group
For Morokvasic, the nost inportant
factor, however, "is that today wonenis
econom c participation is better known,



thus nore visible."

Wth regard to research, Morokvasic
said, the "triple burden"” (gender, socia
Class and mgrant mnority group),
thene "whi ch has presented a stereo-
typed i mage of mgrant wonen nainly

as victinms, is less present, while" she
concl uded, "the new approach, on the
contrary, is tlying to show the positive
side of the mgration of wonen, their
economi c, cultural and social contribu-
tion to their countries of residence."
Betty Werther, Unesco Sources.

children in hazardous activities was to
be stopped. In nonvhazardous i ndus-
tries, children can work for four to
five hours. Industries are neant to
educate the children the enploy. In
reality, labour inspectors sent out to
nmonitor the law are often bribed by
busi nessnen so exploitati on goes on

The few honest inspectors are ham
pered by lack of transport facilities
and staff to conduct raids in distant

ar eas.

The solution is for the governnent to
make the industries truly accountable.
Subsi di es coul d hel p banish child

enpl oyment. But, says Ms Burra, the
carpet business, with its export incen-
tives, is so prolitable that it does not
need to enploy children at all

/ PAN() S



Trut h-Tel ling and Peacemaki ng

A Refl ection on Ezekie

Wal ter Bruggeman (The Christian Century)
The governnent in ancient
Jerusal em was busy doing the things
governments do: depl oyi ng anbassa-
dors, devel opi ng new weapons sys-
tems, designing new technol ogi es,
dealing with cost overruns, securing
nore funding, |evying taxes and
hol di ng press conferences. it was
busy pursuing the things that woul d
bring security (or the inpression of
it): power, noney, technol ogy. But
the nmore it worked on security and
def ense, the nore precarious public
Iife became. The governnent held
press conferences to give assur-
anees. |t engaged i n manoeuvres

and war ganmes. It showed the flag
and reiterated the slogans, and
recei ved innocent applause. Al of
these activities, however, had an
increasingly enpty ring.

Wiile its | eaders made the war
effort, ancient Jerusal em staggered
toward death, invaded by the
enpire, occupied by arm es and,
eventual ly levelled, spent in self-
deception and sel f-destruction. Al
the technol ogy, power, noney and
depl oyment had not brought safety
and peace. Mst of the people in
Jerusal em had not notice the

gat heri ng darkness, the onmi nous

vi ol ence, the fearful enptiness, the
growi ng brutality that prepared the
way for death.

"You cannot have

peace if you lie to

each ot her"

Sone, however had noticed - a very
few They were regarded as cranks.
There was Jerem ah, who repri-
manded and spoke out oli his dis-
may. There was Ezekiel, who had
fantasi es and hal | uci nati ons. Cal
them prophets. They were hostile
and abrasive. Their speeches were
unwel cone. But they noticed what

no one el se noticed. That is their
signilieanee. That is why we pre-
serve their words - they were the
only ones who saw death comi ng
Ezekiel, the one who hall uci nated,
did not chall enge the comon

noti on that you need technol ogy,
nuscl e and power for security. He
never even commented on that
assunption. He did not think efforts
at defense and security were inport-
ant, but he did not argue about it.
VWhen he saw death com ng, he
interrupted the planning and

depl oymrent with a di fferent agenda.
You cannot have peace if you lie to
each other, he said. You cannot
have wel | -being if you do not speak
the truth to each other. Al the
weapons in the world will not save
you fromyour |ies.



"You cannot have

wel | -being if you do

not speak the truth

to each other"

Ezekiel did not blanme the king, the
governnent, the military or the war
pl anners for this terrible death to
cone. He blaned the religious com
munity, the clergy, the prophets:
My hand wi ||l be against the
prophets who see del usive visions
and give |lying nessages" (13:9).
Ezeki el blamed the religi ous com
muni ty because that comunity is
responsi ble for truth-telling.
But the prophets had fail ed; instead
of telling the truth, they deceived
and distorted; " Wen the people
build a wall" (the wall of the city,
VWall Street, walls of finance,

def ense, security and privilege; walls
that divide and protect; walls that

i ncl ude and excl ude; walls of policy
whi ch are highly doubtful in their
social inplications and in their

t heol ogi cal presuppositions), "the
prophets paint those walls with

whi t ewash." They cover the reality
wi t h hi gh-soundi ng and soot hi ng
phrases, so that social experience

| ooks good even though it is a wal

of brutality, exploitation and abuse.
They m sl ead the people, saying
"peace" when there is no peace
(v.10). They call war "peace" and
self-interest "generosity", and greed
"opportunity", and brutality "nationa
interest", and exploitation "the free
market”. It is no wonder that the
government and the corporate

| eadershi p have lost their way. They
have | ost their way into the mad-
ness because the religious commn-
ity has engaged in a terrible white-
wash of deception - romantic white-
wash anong |iberals, legalistic
whi t ewash anobngst conservati ves.

Such lies, said Ezekiel, will lead to
death. There will be a deluge of rain
and hail and wind (v,11). It wll
break the wall of policy, deception
brutality, indifference and cynicism
There will be a great destruction,
and the cowardly religionists nust
answer for their failure.

This is the scene in Jerusalem The
political |eadership is focused on
power and technol ogy. The religious
conmunity - priests, prophets,

| aypeople - lives in the mdst of the
power and technol ogy and wealth -
VWich is where the religious com

muni ty always must |ive, because it
is precisely this community in the

m dst of power that knows that
truth-telling is the condition for
peace. Wthout truth-telling, no
peaeenaki ng.

"They cal

peace and sel f-

i nterest opportun-



ity"

We al so know that truth-telling is
dangerous and costly. W do not
war

South African CQutl ook



like to hear or speak the truth, so
we tone it down and cover it over.
We nout h pl easi ng sl ogans which

pl ease and seduce and deny. W say
"CGod | oves us", "World without end",
"saved by Grace". Al the while,
however, we know about peace and
truth. We know that we are the ones
who must speak. And when we

speak the truth, the whole civi
conmunity, even with its enornous
power, has a possibility of peace.
"about hurt, which

is real, and about

hope"

What would we say if we spoke the
truth that gives peace and nakes
freedon? For us the truth is not
advice on foreign policy, not strat-
egy for howto prevail, not argu-
ments about taxes, all of which are
i nportant issues. Rather, what is
needed today, |ike what was need in
Ancient J erusalem |ies deep under-
neat h such issues: the truth about
human hurt and human hope.

A conversation on these topics is
lost in our society, |ost because hurt
is so repugnant that we woul d

rather not notice it. The conversa-
tion is |ost because hope is so

unli kely, sO unsettling and so enbar-
rassing that we woul d rather not
risk it. But when we do not notice
and do not risk, we |ose the chance
for peace. Ezekiel warned about |ies
whi ch prevent peace. Qur |ies which
bl ock peace are about hurt, which is
real and about hope, which we find

t oo demandi ng.

The church is a conversation about
human hurt: "Your hurt is incurable,
and your wound is grievous. There

is ....no nedicine for your wound, no
healing for you" Jer. 30:12-13) The
deep hurt in the body politic and in
our bodies, the wound of not caring
and not being cared for, of not

bel ongi ng, of being unrel ated and
unconnect ed, are wounds endem c

to our social situation. We cover up
the alienation we feel and the angry
fear that is strong anbng us. the
circle of conceal ed hurt grows

wi der. It touches our young, so
fearfully driven to success and
January 1990

security, sO tenpted to di sengage-
ment. Wen we reach out to the

hurt we touch honel essness as wel |l
as unopened hones, unshared food

and hard, tired hearts. Those hearts
aut hori se policies of cynicismal
around us.

We countenance cries of vengeance,
policies of brutality, thirst for capita
puni shment, police terror, and $10-
gans to justify our advantage. W
prattle about "standard of |iving"
and we fail to notice the deep |inks
bet ween cyni cal policies, extravagant



living, and failed human |ives.

O course, our continued self-decep-
tion is a whitewash. The honel ess
are like us, the brutalised are
children, the bayonets kill parents.
We translate acts into great public
jargon so as too ignore the torn
flesh, violated bodies and enraged
spirits of real humans. There is, we
know in our sanity, an angui shed
connection between our vacuous
homes and honel essness, between

our fearful craving for repression
and the violence so close to policy.
We whitewash so we need not

noti ce the savaged minds, hearts
and bodies, treasured only by God.
As the truth-telling stops, so we
becone nore brutal. The conversae
tion stops because we dare not
speak. W do not know what to say.
It is all too unutterable.

"As the truth-

telling stops so we
becomemore

brutal "

Al ternatively, the church is a con-
versation of human hope:

For a brief nmonent | forsook you,
but with great conpassion |

wi |l gather you.

In overwhel mi ng wath for a nmonent

I hid ny face from you.

But with everlasting love | will have
conpassi on on you.. .

For the nountains nay depart

and the hills be renoved,

but nmy steadfast |ove shall not depart
fromyou,

and ny covenant of peace

shal | not

be renmoved

says the Lord, who has" conpassion
011 you

/ls. 54:7-m

We have grown sober and grim We
believe the beer comercial that "it
doesnlt get any better". W suspect
that there are no new gifts because
we do not believe in a God who can
override the way things are. The
probl ens that beset us are al npbst
all insoluble. The world is full of
scarcity and we nust scranble to

get and hold on to our share. W
become fearful and defensive, and if
need be brutal. There is little talk
anmong us about the | anme wal ki ng,

the hungry fed, the | epers cleansed,
the dead raised. There is no caring
enbrace of resurrection or newlife,
no renenbrance that God can act
beyond our imagining for the sake

of human wel | -being. Qur ears are
enpty of the daring cadence of "I
have a dream" for we have only

ni ght mares. W have so little hope
in a God who pronises, and who

wal ks in the ruins to raise a new
world - such talk sounds too awk-
ward or has been captured by relig-



i ous cheapness - that we grow silent.
The news is that the lies and the
whi t ewash need not continue. It is
not true that human hurt must be

endl ess, or that brutality nmust con-
tinue forever in our silence. It is not
true that human hope nust be

stifled and suffocated by our frus-
trated cynicism These are not truths
but old habits, rooted in unfaith. W
lie because we have forgotten how

to believe.

The truth is that hurt hurts badly,
and all our hurts are held in com
muni ty. When one nmenber suffers,

all suffer together. The truth is that
hope is open and the world is not

cl osed. The world is indeed fatigued
wai ting for governments and armies

to devise peace. The truth is, peace
cannot be devised. It can only be
permtted where the truth is told
about hurt and hope.

What woul d happen if all of us in

the church resolved to undertake
truth-telling about the fabric of
human caring authorised by Cod,
caring which undercuts and over-
rides all our usual postures? Wat

10



woul d happen if we were to speak

of the possibility of homes and food
and access to health care, and of
val ued el ders, and cheri shed
children corme honme? ()| orphans

cl ai med, barriers renmoved, |and

ref ornmed, and nortgages cancell ed
and sl aves liberated? of rivers

cl eansed and mount ai ns danci ng

and trees hushed in wonder? ()I
acts of risky generosity, of people
gi ving extravagantly, keeping only
what is necessary - and in watching
CGodl s newness well up fromthis
human gest ure?

The worl d need not stay as it has
becorme. The change we wi sh for
depends on truth-telling of a quite
l ocal kind which becomes as con-
tagious as it is subversive. Ezekie
wat ched over Jerusalem He

wat ched as his people slowy, pain-
fully, began to notice. He watched
the lying stop and than he saw t he
hating, the killing and the fearing
stop. That old brutal world was
finally overcone. Then the prophet
noticed a newreality from God

nmade possi bl e because the |ying
stopped. He heard God say what

God had refused to say for the long
season of 1ying:

"I will make with them a covenant of
peace... | will send down the
showers in their season... The trees

of the field shall yield their fruit,
and the earth shall yield its increase,
and they shall be secure in the |and;
they shall know that I amthe Lord
when | break the bars of their yoke,
and deliver themfromthe hand of
those who enslaved them They shal

no nmore be a prey to the nations,

nor shall the beasts of the |and
devour them they shall dwell

securely and none shall make them
afraid. And I will provide for them
prosperous plantations so they shal

no nore be consuned with hunger

in the land... They shall know that

|, the Lord their God, amw th

them and that they...are ny people
says the Lord Gocl.|34:25-3()I.

CGod prom ses peaeenaki ng. That
peaeenaki ng by God only happens,
however, when there is truth-telling

- costly, urgent and subversive. That
is the work of the church. The issue,
since Ezekiel, is Cear: when we lie,
we die. When we speak truthfully

about human reality, God sends us
peace.
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Fi nding a Voi ce

by Jawadur Rahman, a devel opnent journali st
Madari pur, Bangl adesh: Rahel a and
Sharifun (lictitious nanes) each have
a different story to tell but both have
a conmon thene: they have been
abandoned by their husbands.

Daughter of a poor farnmer in a village



near the town of Madaripur about 50
mles (93kn) south of Dhaka, Rahel a
was given in marriage to a nei ghbourls
son two years ago. Abandoned by her
husband, She had been living with her
parents for about a year. Rahela has

no children. She alleges that her hus-
band engaged a quack to induce an
abortion, against her will, before he
through her out of his house. He

wants to marry another girl, she says.
Sharifun,s father is also a poor farner
living in a village near Madari pur

Bef ore marri age, Sharifun used to

work as a donestic servant. She was
married to a cousin four years ago.

She says her husband married her
against the will of his nother who
never accepted her as a daughter-in-

l aw. Sharifun says her husband drove
her away to please his nother

Sharifun returned to her parents,
taking her son with her. the son died
recently. he was two years ol d.

Rahel a and Sharifun sought help from
the Madari pur Legal Aid Associationts
of fice. The association has filed a case
seeki ng mai nt enance fromthe husband
on Sharifunls behal f, and organi sed a
"Salish" for Rahel a.

A Salish is a neeting held by non-
parti san persons acceptable to both
sides in a dispute. The aimis to thrash
out a settlenent. It is a traditional way
of redressing grievances and settling
di sputes, particularly in the Village.
The decision of a Salish is based on
soci al and noral values and conmon
sense and is, therefore, usually in
harmony with the spirit of the law, if
not always with the letter.

The Salish called by the association to
sol ve Rahel ai s probl em coul d not be
hel d, since her husband did not turn
up. but his father did. He said he had
no i dea what had prevented his son
fromcomng. it takes a day to conme to
madari pur fromthe place where he
works in a factory. Rahelats father-in-
| aw says he will not object should his
son decide to take his w fe back

ila does not want to return to her
husband. She prefers naintenance to

a reunion with him But she says she
wi || accept her guardiants decision
Rahel ats father, who was with her,
appeared eager to send her back to

her husband with the intervention of
the Legal Aid Association.

The poor throughout Bangl adesh are

ei ther unaware of their rights or do
not have the capacity to protect them
In the eyes of the law both rich and
poor are equal and all have been
guar ant eed fundanental hunman rights

by the constitution of the country. But
all this often proves of little practica
hel p to the disadvantaged because of
soci al conditions.

Worren are the nost di sadvant aged.

There are hundreds of cases of wonen



bei ng subjected to various fornms and
degrees of cruelty. Divorce On flimnsy
grounds, refusal by husbands to pay

mai nt enance in cases of separation,

non- paynent by husbands of the

dowry prom sed at the tinme of nar-
riage, and maltreatnment and torture by
husbands and in-laws are the | ot of

many WoIrren.

To deal with these injustices, in recent
years, |aws have been enacted to pro-
tect the rights of wonen who often
suffer silently.

Maki ng the peopl e aware of their

rights and using the law to protect
those rights are sorely felt needs. The
Madri pur Legal Aid Association is

hel ping to fulfil them

Founded in 1978 by a group of

ent husi asti c people, the association
ainms to raise peopl es awareness of

their legal rights: give |legal protection
to wonen agai nst arbitrary divorce

hel p abandoned women get mai nt en-

ance fromtheir husbands through
negoti ati on or | egal neasures; and give
| egal assistance, irrespective of sex and
religion, in cases affecting person or
property. Based in the town of

madri pur, the association has branch
offices in all four "upazilas" (sub-dis-
tricts) Of Madaripur districts. It uses a
panel of |awers to conduct civil and
crimnal cases for it Cients - and it
pays the costs of cases.

The associ ati on al so hol ds wor kshops

on human rights and seminars to pro-
note | egal aid throughout the country.
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