STRI CTLY EMBARGOED UNTI L DELI VERY

12 NOON - FRIDAY 6 SEPTEMBER, 1991

ADDRESS OF NELSON MANDELA, PRESI DENT OF THE AFRI CAN

NATI ONAL CONGRESS ON RECEI VI NG AN HONORARY LLD DEGREE AT

THE UNI VERSI TY OF THE W TWATEFI SRAND, 6 SEPTEMBER 1991

MR CHANCELLOR. MR VI CE- CHANCELLOR, DI SNNGUI SHED MEMBERS OF THE UNI VERSI TY

COUNCI LAND SENATE, MEMBERS OF THE UNI VERSI TY STAFF AND STUDENTS, FRI ENDS

IT IS A GREAT HONOUR THATTHI S UNI VERSI TY BESTOAS ON ME AND THROUGH ME ON THE
AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS AND ALL DEMOCRATI C ORGANI SATI ONS DEDI CATED TO THE
CREA' HON OF PEACE AND FREEDOM I N SCUTH AFRI CA

NO I NSTI TUTI ON, ESPECI ALLY NOT AN EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ON CAN FUNCTI ON I N AN
ENVI RONMVENT WHERE CONFLI CT 18 THE ORDER OF THE DAY. WHERE THE STRUC | URE OF

SCCI El ' Y PROMOTES CONFLI CT, WHERE VI OLENCE | S ENCOURAGED. SUBSI DI ZED AND | NFLAMED.
NO INSTITU I’ 1 ON COM TTED TO THE PURSUI T OF TRUTH CAN FLOURI SH I N A SOCI AL ORDER
COW TTED TO THE PURSU T OF RACI SM AND THE PRESERVATI ON OF RACI AL DOM NATI ON

I T 1S THEREFORE NATURAL THAT A UNI VERSI TY SUCH AS THI' S ONE, WHI CH HAS A PROUD
RECORD | N DEFENCE OF ACADEM C FREEDOM | N OPPGOSI’ HON TO APARTHEI D OPPRESSI ON AND
REPRESSI ON, WHI LE ALSO MAI NTAI NI NG HI GH STANDARDS OF ACADEM C EXCELLENCE, SHOULD
SHARE THE VALUES THAT MO HVA' | E THE AFRI CAN NA" HONAL CONGRESS.

I AM NOT SUGGESTI NG ' 1HAT THERE 18 OR SHOULD BE ANY FORMALSTRUCTURAL CONNEC HON
BETWEEN OURSELVES AND THI'S UNI VERSI TY. WE PRI ZE THE AUTONOMY OF EDUCATI ONAL

I NS" HTUTI ONS AND CONSI DER THAT THEY FUNC HON BEST WHEN | NDEPENDENT OF POLI'" HCAL
ORGANI SATI ONS AND THE STATE. THIS IS | NDEED ONE OF THE LESSONS OF QUR TI ME.

THAT BEI NG SAI D WE DO SHARE MJUCH AND WE MJST BUI LD ON WHAT WE SHARE. WHAT W\E
SHARE |'S VALUES THAT ARE UNI VERSAI LY RESPECTED AND TH S WE MUST ADVANCE AND
DEFEND. AMONGST THESE VALUES ARE A BELI EF | N DEMOCRACY. PEACE, EQUALITY.

NONRACI ALI SM AND NONSEXI SM THI' S NATURALLY PROVI DES ROOM FOR COOPERANON BUT | T
ALSO MAKES US ALLIES I'N OPPCSI TION TO APAFTI HEI D AND I N OQUR DEDI CA' HON TO SECURE
PEACE, WHI CH NECESSI TATES A DEMOCRATI C FOUNDA' HON.

THIS IS NOT THE PLACE FOR ME TO DETAI L PCSSI BLE BASES FOR FUTURE COOPERATI ON.
ALREADY THERE | S FRUI TFUL COOPERATTON BETWEEN THE ANC AND SCHOLARS FROM THI S

UNI VERSI TY | N THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR PCLI CI ES, AMONGST OTHER AREAS | N THE ECONOMY,
HEALTH AND LAND. ACADEM CS ARE ALSO ENGAGED I N JO NT PRQJECTS W TH VARI QUS
DEPARTMENTS | N DEVELOPI NG OUR UNDERSTANDI NG OF NUMEROUS OTHER | SSUES.

EVEN QUTSI DE OF THI S WE BENEFI TA GREAT DEAL FROM THE PUBLI SHED RESEARCH OF MANY



OF YOUR SCHOLARS, | N PARTI CULAR, THOSE DEMYSTI FYI NG TRADI TI ONAL EUROCENTFI | C
TREATMENT OF THE HI STORY OF THI'S COUNTRY AND RECAPTURI NG SOVE OF THE HI DDEN

H STORY OF OUR STRUGGLE AND THE HI STORY OF ORDI NARY PEOPLE WHO DI D NOT APPEAR I N
EARLI ER TEXTSNVHI CH RECORDED BLACKS MAI NLY AS OBSTACLES | N THE WAY OF WHI TE

(1 NQEST

BEFORE PASSI NG ON TO THE MAI N | SSUES THAT | WANT TO TACKLE I T I'S | MPORTANT FOR ME TO
RECORD ONE OTHER DEBT TO TH'S UNI VERSI TY. THI'S UNI VERSI TY HAS PRODUCED SOMVE OF THE
FI NEST MEN AND WOMVEN WHO HAVE MADE OUTSTANDI NG CONTRI BU HONS TO THE STRUGGLE TO
FREE OUR COUNTRY AND SECURE A BETTER LI FE FOR ALL. WE PARTI CULARLY W SH TO PAY

TRI BUTE TO TWO PEOPLE WHO GAVE THEIR VERY LI VES FOR TH' S CAUSE- RUTH FI RST, WHOM |
KNEW AS A FI NE JOURNALI ST AND HUMANI ST. AND DAVI D WESTEFI WHOM | UNFOFI TUNATELY
NEVER HAD THE OPPORTUNI TY OF MEEI I NG BUT WHOSE DEDI CATI ON TO THE CAUSE OF
FREEDOM | S WELL RECORDED

THESE ' | WO PATRI OTS HAD TO DI E BECAUSE THERE ARE SOVE PEOPLE IN THI'S COUNTRY

FIND THE | DEA OF HUMAN FREEDOM REPULSI VE. THESE PECPLE GAVE THEIR LIVES SO ' n-1A
OTHERS COULD ONE DAY LIVE | N FREEDOM WE OAE | TTO THEI R MEMORY TO ENSUREN- | AT

THE DAY OF FREEDOM W LL COVE SOONER RATHERTI - | AN LATER. | TWLL COVE WHETHER THE
RACI STS WANT | T OR NOT. IT WLL COVE BECAUSETHE MAJORI TY OF SOUTH AFRI CANS HAVE
NEVER ACCEPTED THE DENI AL OF THEI R FREEDOM AND W LL NOT REST UNTIL PEACE AND

JUSTI CE HAVE | NDEED TRI UVPHED

THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE COUNTRY HAS CHANGED SI NCE FEBRUARY 2 1990. | NDEED THE
LANGUAGE OF LJBERATI ON |'S THE CONVENTI ONAL LANGIAGE OF NOT ONLY THE ANC BUT ALSO
THE NATI ONAI JST PARTY. WE MAY COUNTTHI S AS AVI CTORY. BUTVE ALSO NEED TO BE

CAUTI OUS AND NOT SUSPEND OUR CRI TI CAL JUDGVENT.

"I H'S WEEKTHE NATI ONAI JST PARTY HAS OFFERED CONSTI TUTI ONAL PROPCSALS FOR A NEW
SOUTH AFRI CA. PROPOSALS THAT | T DESCRI BES AS AMOUNTI NG TO PAR | | Cl PATORY
DEMOCRACY. THAT |'S OUR LANGUAGE. WE ALSO SEEK PAFTI | Cl PATORY DEMOCRACY AND THAT

|'S WHY THE VERY FI RST CLAUSE OF THE FREEDOM CHARTER SAYS "THE PEOPLE SHALL .
GOVERNI® THAT |'S WHY THE CHARTER CONTI NUES BY STA' || NG AMONGST OTHER THI NGS 1146
ALL BODIES OF M NORI ' | Y RULE, ADVI SORY BOARDS, COUNCI LS AND AUTHORI TI ES SHALL BE
REPLACED BY DEMOCRATI C ORGANS OF SEI f - GOVERNVENT. ’

| THINK THAT IT I'S | MPORTANT THAT WE PAY ADEQUATE ATTENTI ON TO THESE PROPCSALS
BECAUSE I T I'S CRUCIAL THAT IT I'S NOT JUST EXPERTS AND POUTI CAL ORGANI SATI ONS THAT
| N\VOLVE THEMSELVES | N CONSWII * UTI ONAL DEBATE. | T |'S THE CONCERN OF ALL SOUTH

AFRI CANS WHO WANT TO | JVE | N PEACE AND FREEDOM

IT 1S OUR JOB, ALSO TO CONSI DER WHETHER ONE OR OTHER CONS | | | U | | ONAL PROPCSAL WLL
SECURE ' | HAT END. IT IS OUR JOB TO LOOK FOR REAL SOLUTI ONS AND NOT ALLOW OURSELVES
TO BE DECEI VED | F SOVETHI NG FALLS SHORT OF WHAT |'S REQUI RED OR CONCEALS WHAT IS I N
FACT SUBVERSI VE OF WHAT | S REQUI RED



THE LANGUAGE OF LIBERATION IS ONE THING IT IS OUR JOB TO SEE WHAT THE NP ACTUALLY
UNDERSTANDS BY PARTI Cl PATORY DEMOCRACY. ON CLOSER EXAM NATI ON WE SEE THAT THEY
ARE NOT SPEAKI NG OF THE PEOPLE GOVERNI NG. THEY AC1UAU. Y HAVE IN M ND A SCHEME TO
PREVENT THE WLL OF THE PEOPLE FROM BElI NG REALI ZED THROUGH DEMOCRATI C

GOVERNMENT. ' | HEY PROPOSE A SYSTEM THATW LL ENTRENCH M NORI TY PRI VI LECES BY

BQSURI NG THATANY MAJORI TY PARTY IS POAERLESS TO MAKE S| GNI FI CANT SCCI AL CHANGES,
PONERLESS TO REMOVE M NORI TY PRI VI LEGES AND I N MANY WAYS PONERLESS TO RULE.

LET US LOCK AT THESE PROPOSALS A LITTLE CLOSER. I N THE FI RST HOUSE OF PARLJAMENT,
THEI R PROPCSALS CO NCI DE W TH OURS, WHERE THERE W LL BE ELEC HONS ON THE BASI S OF
ONE PERSON ONE VOTE, THROUGH PROPORTI ONAL REPRESENTATI ON. BUTTHI S HOUSE CANNOT
MAKE LAW ALONE. | TS LEG SLATI ON MUST BE PASSED BY A SECOND HOUSE

THE SECOND HOUSE |'S BASED ON 9 REGA ONS, EACH OF WHI CH HAS AN EQUAL NUMBER OF SEATS,
THAT IS TO SAY, THE MOST POPULOUS REG ONJ' HE PW HAS THE SAME STATUS IN THI S HOUSE
AS THE NORTHERN CAPE. | MVEDI ATELY THI S REDUCES THE WEI GHT OF THE MAJORITY OF THE
POPULATI ON. BUT THE SUGGESTI ONS DO NOT STOP THERE. |IN THE ELECTI ONS FOR EACH

REG ON, EVERY PARTY WHI CH GETS MCRE THAN 10% OF THE VOTE W LL HAVE AN EQUAL

NUMBER OF SEATS. I N OTHER WORDS | F THE ANC CEI'S 70% OF "I HE VOTE AND THE NP, DP AND
OF GElI’ 10% EACH, THE ORGANI SATION WTH MAJORI TY SUPPORT WIL IN FACT HOLD A

M NORI TY OF SEATS!

THAT IS WHY THE NP CAU_S IT A HOUSE OF M NORI' HES. MORE CORRECTLY I T SHOULD BE
DESCRI BED AS A HOUSE TO PROTECT M NORITY PRI VI LEGE AND BLOCK THE | N | ENTI ON OF ANY
DEMOCRATI C GOVERNVENTTO RECONSTFMCT’ | HE COUNTRY ON AN EQUI TABLE BASI S

BUT THIS I'S NOT ALL. AT THE LEVEL OF EXECUTI VE CONTROL THE GOVERNMENT CLAIMS TO
FOLLOW A CONSTI TU nONAL PATTERN OF WESTERN EURCPE - WHERE COALI TI ON GOVERNMENTS
ARE FREQUENTLY FORMED. THE DI FFERENCE | S THAT THE NP PROPOSALS SUGCEST THAT SUCH
COAI JTI ONS SHOULD BE CONSTI TU HONALLY OBUGATORY

NO ONE PARTY CAN HOLD THE PCSI’ HON OF HEAD OF STA'IE FOR MORE THAN ONE YEAR. THI S
MUST BE ROTATED BETWEEN THREE TO FI VE PARTY HEADS, EACH HOLDI NG OFFI CE FOR NO
MORE THAN A YEAR AT A TIME. THEY MJUST MAKE ALL DECI SI ONS BY CONSENSUS AND THEY

Pl CKA CABI NET REPRESENTI NG ALL OF THESE PARTI ES TO CARRY OUT THEI R DECI SI ONS.
THERE CAN BE A MOTI ON OF NO CONFI DENCE I N THE WHOLE RULI NG TRI UWI RATE OR
QUADRUMWVI RATE BUT NOT | N AN | NDI VI DUAL LEADER

THIS IS SAID TO BE A WAY OF ENSURI NG THAT THERE | S PARTI Cl PATORY DEMOCRACY. I T IS IN
FACT A RECI PE FOR GOVERNMENTAL PARALYSIS AND I T IS PLAIN AND SI MPLY Al MED AT
PREVENTI NG MAJORI TY RULE FROM HAVI NG ANY MEANING. | T IS Al MED AT ENSURI NG THAT

THE ACCUMULATED PRI VI LEGES OF WHI TE M NORI TY RULE REMAI N | NVI OLATE.

THE NP PROPOSALS ARE A RECI PE FOR CONTI NUED CONFLI CT. THEY ARE A SE' OF PROPOSALS
THAT, | F SERI QUSLY ADVANCED, CAN ONLY RETARD PROGRESS TOWARDS A NEGOTI ATED
SOLUTION. THIS I'S A CYNI CAL EXERCI SE DESI GNED UNDER FANCY CONSTI TUTI ONAL LANGIACE



TO DUPE SQUTH AFRI CANS

AND VWHAT DCES DE KLERK SAY OF THE VALUES EMBRACED | N THESE PROPOCSALSIN HI S

SPEECH TO THE NP SPECI AL CONGRESS:

AN CUR DEFENCE OF THESE VALUES, WE SHALL NOT' WAVER. THE NA' HONAL PARTY HAS THE
CAPACI TY TO PREVENT THE ADOPTI ON OF A CONSTI TUTI ON WHI CH W LL M LI TATE AGAI NST
THESE VALUES. WE W LL NOT HESI TATE TO USE THAT ABILITY.’

IN OTHER WORDS THE REG ME | S NOT ONLY COMM TTED TO NMAI NTAI NI NG M NORI TY

PRI VI LEGES AND PARALYSI NG MAJORITY RULE. BUT WIL USE I TS CAPACI TY TO PREVENT A
CONSTTI " UTI ON BASED ON ALTERNATI VE VALUES FROM BEI NG ADCPTED. WHAT DCES THI S
MEAN?

'S THE NATI ONAI JST PARTY GO NG TO PREVENT NEGOTI ATI ONS OVER MODELS THAT ARE
FUNDAMENTAI J_Y OPPCSED TO THATWHI CH THEY PROPOSE? ARE WE GO NG TO BE UM TED TO
NEGO HATI NG A CONSTTI" UTI ON W TH ONE OR OTHER VARI ANT OF THE M NORI TY VETO? .

WHAT IS THI' S CAPACI TY THAT DE KLERKTHREATENS TO DEPLOY? I T IS SURELY THE CAPACI' W
OF A GOVERNMENT' n- 1 AT WE ARGUE SHOULD NOT BE THE HUUNG AUTHORI TY I N THE PERI CD OF
TRANSI TI ON TO DEMOCRACY. I T IS A GOVERNMENT VH CH CLAIMS | T CANNOT MAKE WAY FOR
AN | NTERI M GOVERNVENT BECAUSE I T IS THE CONSTI TUTTONALLY ELECTED AUTHORI TY OF THI S
COUNTRY. THE AUTHORITY OF THIS CONS' | TI " UTI ON DERI VES FROM THE SUPPORT OF JUST OVER
1 MLLJON VOTERS IN THE 1983 REFERENDUM | T IS ALSO A GOVERNVENT ELECTED BY JUST
OVER 1 M LLI ON PEOPLE OF A POPULATI ON OF NEARLY 40 M LLI ON.

I N SHORT, WE SPEAK OF A GOVERNMENT W THOUTA SHRED OF LEG TI MACY AND A

CONSTI TUHON THAT I'S NOT' A SQUTH AFRI CAN CONSTI TUHON BUTA RECORD OF THE RI GHTS OF
VWH TE SQUTH AFRI CANS AND THE DI SPOSSESSI ON AND DI SABI LI’ nES OF THE BLACK MAJORI TY
WE REPRESENT FAR MORE PECPLE THAN THE SMALL NUMBER THAT VOTED FOR THE

NATI ONAUST PARTY OR I TS CONSTI’ | UTI ON. OUR CONSTI TUTI ONAL VI SION | S SUPPORTED | N
BROAD TERMS NOT ONLY BY THE ANC BUT BY ALL DEMOCRATS. .

SO WE ARE NOT PERSUADED BY ARGUMENTS CONCERNI NG THE CONSTI TUTI ONAL AUTHORI TY OF
TH' S GOVERNMENT. WE SAY THAT EVI DENCE MOUNTS UP DAILY TO SUPPORT OUR CASE FOR AN

| NTERI M GOVERNMENT. EVI DENCE SUCH AS | NKATHAGATE AND THE STATE TOLERATI ON AND
COWPLI A TY I N THE VI OLENCE HAVE PERSUADED MANY PEOPLE THAT OUR DEMAND FOR AN

| NTERI M GOVERNMENT OF NATI ONAL UNITY | S NECESSARY TO CREATE A CLI MATE OF FREE

PCLI TI CAL ACTI VITY APPROPRI ATE FOR NEGOTI ATI ONS.

WE HAD HOPED THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD FIND THE W LL AND EXERCI SE THE PONER

THAT I T HAS TO BRING AN END TO THE VI OLENCE. |I'T HAS NOT AND APPEARS UNW LLI NG TO DO
80. IT 1S CLEAR TO US THAT THE MAI N OBSTACLE I N THE WAY OF PEACE | S THE PRESENT
GOVERNMENT. | T MUST GO SO ' n-1 ATWE CAN FORM A GOVERNMENT ENJOYI NG BROAD

CONFI DENCE AND WTH THE WLL TO TACKLE THE PROBLEMS THAT URGENTLY FACE US



THIS IS NOT "n-1E TI ME FOR SELFI SH SHORT TERM PA JTI CAL ADVANTAGES TO BE SCUCGHT. THE
VI CLENCE | S SOVETHI NG THAT |'S DAMAG NG THE COUNTRY AS A WHOLE. I T IS ESSENTI AL THAT
ALL PATRI OTl C SOUTH AFRI CANS APPEAL TO THE GOVERNWhT TO MAKE WAY, EXERCI SE REAL
PATRI OTI SM AND HAND OVER POWNER TO AN | NTERI M GOVERNMENT THAT W LL GEI’ US QUT OF
THE PRESENT MESS AND TAKE US FORWARD TO PEACE UNDER A DEMOCRATI C CONSTI TUTI ON

| SPOKE OF THE NEED TO THINK OF THE LONG TERM I N' | ERESTS OF THE COUNTRY AS A WHCLE.
SOME PEOPLE MAY HAVE BEEN SURPRI SED AT OUR APPEALS FOR THE RELEASE OF RI GHT W NG
HUNGER STRI KERS. OUR | NTERVENTI ON HAS NOT ONLY BEEN MADE BECAUSE THESE PEOPLE

MUST LI VE TO PROVI DE THE EVI DENCE THATTHEY POSSESS OF M | JTARY AND NATI ONAL

I NTELLI GENCE SERVI CE | NVOLVEMENT | N CRI M NAL ACNONS.

THAT 1S ONE REASW FOR OUR | NTEFNEN nON. THERE WERE TWDO OTHER REASONS. ONE | S

THAT WE DO NOT WANT ANY MORE UNNECESSARY DEATHS I N A COUNTRY WHERE LJVES, ALBEIT
MAI NLY BLACK WVES ARE VERY CHEAP. THE SECOND REASON | S THAT THE ANC WANTS TO
CREATE A BASI S FOR FUTURE RECONCI LI ATI ON I N A DEMOCRANC STATE. NO MATTER HOW
REPUGNANTWE FI ND THE BELI EFS AND ACTI ONS OF THE EXI' REME RI GHT, THEY FORM A PART
OF THE SCQUTH AFRI CA OF THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE.

VWE DO NOT WANT THEVI TO REMAIN I N THE FUTURE SOUTH AFRI CAAS A RENAMO TYPE FORCE.
LET US TRY TO REACH THESE PEOPLE NOW AND ASSURE THEM THAT THEY HAVE NOTHI NG TO
FEAR FROM MAJORI TY RULE. NOTHI NG TO FEAR | F THE ANC BECOVES THE FUTURE

GOVERNMENT OF THI 'S COUNTRY. NOTHI NG TO FEAR FROM BLACK PECPLE AND FROM EQUALI TY.
VE KNOW THAT THIS IS A DI FFI CULT TASK, BUT AS NATI ON BUI LDERS, AS AN ORGANI SATI ON
COW TTED TO CREATI NG A NEW SCUTH AFRI CA WH CH WLL TRULY BE A HOVE FOR ALL VWHO
UVE IN I T WE HAVE TO UNDERTAKE THI S TASK.

MR CHANCELLOR, FORG VE ME FOR MAKI NG HARDLY ANY REERENCE TO EDUCA’™ HONAL

MATTERS I N MY ADDRESS. | FELT THAT IT WOU D BE MORE APPROPRI ATE AT THIS TI ME TO
ADDRESS CENTRAL | SSUES CONCERNI NG OUR PEOPLE AS A WHOLE, | SSUES THAT W LL

CONDI TI ON WHETHER OR NOT THE DOORS OF LEARNI NG AND CULTURE W LL BE nmULY OPENED.
MAY | THANK YOU AGAIN FOR THE HONOUR YOU HAVE BESTOWNED ON ME. | WLL TRY TO PROVE
WOR n-1Y OF TH'S HONOUR. THAT MEANS | WLL PURSUE THE QUEST FOR PEACE AND
DEMOCRACY WTH AU. THE VI GOUR AT MY DI SPCSAL. AND THATW LL BE THE TASK OF THE ANC
AS A WHOLE. | ASK ALL MEMBERS OF THI'S UNI VERSITY, I N WHATEVER WAY THEY CAN TO JO N
US IN THI S PATRI OTI C TASK.

THANK YC J



