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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE ARC, OLIVER TAHBO,

on Tax PRESENTATION or ran STATEMENT or THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEE ON JANUARY awn, 1991. '

couparnxors: ,1 "

TODAY WE MARK THE 79TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FORMATION OF THE ANC.

WE DO 50 A5 A LEGAL ORGANISATION FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 30 YEARS.

WE DO SO INSIDE THE COUNTRY TOGETHER WITH EREEDOK FIGHTERS SOME

OF WHOM HAVE SPENT ALMOST THREE DECADES IN PR¥SOH AND IN EXiLE.

THIS REALITY IS irser A TRIBUTE 30 THE nnnorsu or TEE MILLIONS
or con pachE_wno ENGAGED IN STRUGGLE DEMANDIHG, AMONG OTHER
THINGS, THE UNBANNING OF THE ANC, THE RELEASE or POLITICAL
pnxsougns AND THE RETURN 9? THE EXILES. IT IS THE SIGNAL THAI ran
BASIC DEMAND OF THESE MASSES, THAT rowan SHOULD RESIDE IN ma:
HANDS or THE PEOPLE AS A wndLE; WILL soon BE REALISED.

IT IS oua‘TAgx AS A MOVEMENT TO CHART THE WAY ronwAnn TO THE

SPEEDY Acéournxsauznwéor THIS OBJECTIVE. oun STATEMENT TODAY .

POINTS our THE MEASURES ova COUNTRY MUST INSTITUTE TO ENSURE ITS
EARLY TRANSFORMATION INTo‘A non—RACTAL nmmocancy, TO sneunz THAT
THE PEOPLE H ENJOY FREEDOM AND PEACE soonsn Rxbann THAN LATER.

"WHAT OUR STATEMENT IS ABOUT 15 STRUGGLE. IT Is ABOUT THE
CONTINUED OFFENSIVE OF THE MASSES OF OUR PEOPLE, BOTH BLACK Any
WHITE, TO END THE APARTHEID CRIME AGAINST HUnANITY. T334; ou"
ENEMY OF ALL OUR PEOPLE. IT IS ABOUT THE CONSTRUCTIVE STE I THATi;
MUST BE TAKEN T9 SUSTAIN AND EXPEDITE THE PEACE PROCESS.
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: STATEMENT on THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE couurrrsn or ran

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS on THE OCCASION or THE 7913 ANNIVERSARY

or THE ANC: DELIVERED BY THE DEPUTY QRESIDENT, ugpspn HANDELA,

JANUARY sin. 1991. " _ , ,

FELLOW SOUTH AFRICANS:

TODAY, JANUARY awn, WE OBSERVE THE 79TH ANNIVERSARY or ran
FOUNDATION OF THE ANC. ON THIS HISTORIC occhIon, I GREET YOU ALL
on BEHALF OF OUR ?RESIDENT, CONRADE OLIVER ?Anpo, THE qArIONAL
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE ANC ANDWIHE REST OF OUR!MEHBERSEIP.;WE
WISH YOU ALL A'SUCCESSFUL NEW YEAR, ONE WHICH SHOULQ SEE OUR
COUNTRY TAKE gESOLUTE STEPS FoawARD on THE ROAD TO FiEEnon.
JUercé AND PEACE. , ~

"A

THIS PAST YEAR MARKED A TURNENG POINT IN OUR STRUGGLE FOR TéE

LIéERATIQN OF OUR PEOPLE FROM fHE YOKE OF APARTHEID TYRANNY.

AS A RESULT OF THE VICTORIES SCORED ?HROUGH TEE STRUGGLES “AGED

BY OUR HERbIé PEOPLE..$EE BALANCE OF FORCES WITHIN OUR COUNTRY

HAS SHIFTED IRREVOCABLY IN FAVOUR OF THE CAUSE OF NATIONAL- ‘

LIBERATION, DEMOCRACY, PEACE AND SOCIAL PROGRESS.

SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE COLONIAL SETTLEMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA.

SUCCESSIVE WHITE MINORITY REGIMES TOOK POWER, COMMITTED TO THE

PERPETUATION OF RACIST AND COLONIAL DOMINATION. DURING THIS PAST

YEAR, THE WHITE RULING GROUP HAD TO ADMIT THAT IT COULD NO LONGER

RESIST THE TIDE WHICH HAS RESULTED IN THE HIéTORIC PROCESS OF

DECOLONISATION THROUGH WHICH KILLIONS OF PEOPLE GAINED THEIR

INDEPENDENCE AND THEIR RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION.
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IT RAD NO CHOICE BUT TO ACCEPT THAT IT WAS THE RIGHT OF ALL THE

PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA, BOTH BLACK AND WHITE. JOINTQ} TO DECIDE

THE FUTURE OF OUR COUNTRY. '

THIS IS THE TRUE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DECISIONS iEAT THE NATIONAL

PABTY’GOVERNHENT WAS OBLIGED TO TAKE, RELATING TO THE UNBANNING

OF THE ANC AND OTHER ORGANISATIONS AND THE INEVITABILITY OF A

NEGOTIATED RESOLUTION OF THE PROBLEMS FACING OUR COUNTRY.

'I’

won ITS PART, ran anc unnaasroon ran nacrsxvz IMPORTANCE or THIS

POPULAR vxcroay.'1r was on THE BASIS or THAT fihnznsrannxus THAT

ran ANC poxnrsn THE WAY FORWARD B?MTAKIHG TEE INITIATIVE ro

ENSURE THAT Ink pnoosss or RESOLVING ran ribaLzus OF OUR COUNTRY

BY PEACEFUL MEANS SHOULD BEGIN.
I

w: UNDERSTOOD TEE MAGNIruné or TEE PEOPLE’S VICTORY BECAUSE'WE

nAvg, FOR DECADES, BEEN INVOLVED IN STRUGGLE. THE Ana AND ran

HASSES or THE PEOPLE wnon IT.LEADS AND INSPIRES, HAD nor BEEN

CONTENT T0:TA§K ABOUT STRUGGLE. wn RAB ENGAGED TEE RACIST ENEMY

IN A RELENTLESS crysusfvz IN waxes THE COURAGEOUS acrxvxrrzs or~

ran PEOPLE'S ARMY, unxnonwo WE sxzws. AND THE MASS ACTIONS or THE

pzopns PLAYED A nzcxsxvz ndnz.

WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SALUTE BOTH THE COMMANDERS AND

COMBATANTS OF UMKBONTO AND THE FIGHTING MASSES OF OUR PEOPLE, AS

WELL AS THE OTHER ORGANISED FORMATIONS OF THE DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT

WHICH PLAYED A CENTRAL ROLE IN THE STRUGGLE WHICH HAS BROUGHT US

WHERE WE ARE TODAY.

WE REFER HERE SPECIFICALLY TO THE UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT AND ITS
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AFFILIATES, THE CONGRESS OF SOUTH AFRICAN TRADE UNIONS, RELIGIOUS

BODIES OF ALL FAITHS A80 MANY OUTSTANDING PATRIOTS, AMONG THEM

SPORTSP§OPLE, CULTURAL WORKERS, TR§DITIONAL LEADERS; BUSINESS

PEOPEE,“ACADEMICS, HEQIA WORKERS_AND OTBER5.,

ALL THESE FORCES KNOW PRECISELY WHAT REPRESSION AND THE ARROGANCB

0? WHITE POWER MEANS. THEY KNOW WHAT IT MEANS WHEN THOSE WHO;

STAND FOR JUSTICE, REASON ANb DIALOGUE ARE’CONDEMNED TO DEATH:

LONG TERMS OF IMPRISOfiMENT, DRIVEN INTO EXILE,AND SUBJECTED Tb

RELENTLESS PERSECUTION.
' Q".

n ms pnzcxsm BECAUSE or nus ACTUAL Exéznxaucz mm m! ALso

msasgoon m MAGNITUDE or m vxc'romr mm m nmocmnc

roncas mm was Emu, AS w: am: éun, m panama GOVERNMENT
GAVE m to mi: DEMAND or» m MAJORITY m coucznzn mm mi

mum: o; OUR comm? nus'r. ”1(st MATTER op RIGHT, as nzcx‘nzn BY

ALL ITS CITIZENS. ‘ '

WE MUST, AT THE STAGEytflAKE THE POINT THAT ALL THE PEOPLE OF OUR

COUNTRY, REGARDLESS OF THE POLITICAL CAUSE THEY ESPOUSE, HAVE A

FUNDAMENTAL DEMOCRATIC RIGHT TO EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS IN PUBLIC

THROUGH PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATIONS AND OTHER FORMS OF MASS ACTION.

WE WILL DEFEND THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO THIS BASIC HUMAN RIGHT

BOTH NOW AND IN FUTURE. ALL STATE PRACTICES INTENDED TO LIMIT OR

CIRCUHSCRIBE THE EXERCISE OF THIS RIGHT MUST BE ENDED WITHOUT ANY

DELAY.

FURTHERMORE, THE POINT SHOULD BE CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD THAT IT IS

WRONG TO POSE NEGOTIATIONS AND MASS ACTIVITY AS BEING OPPOSED TO

t
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EACH OTHER. THE MASS INVOLVEMENT or THE PEOPLE 1n ran rnocsss or
NEGOTIATIONS IS A VITAL COMPONENT PART or ran PROCESS or Ensunxné
THAT THE VERY RESULT or THESE NEGOTIATIONS REFLECTS THE TRUE
INTERESTS AND ASPIRATIONS or THESE MASSES. THE VOICE or THE
PEOPLE WILL rnxnzronz CONTINUE TO 32 HEARD THROUGH MASS Acrzou In
ALL ITS FORMS. ‘

IN TERMS or THE ISSUE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL TRANSFORMATION or sohwa

AFRICA, THE PRINCIPAL Qfizsrxon THAT FACES us now, THAT conrnoués

ALL ran PEOPLE or OUR COUNTRY, 15-: WHAT no WE DO wrrn ran cannon,
VICTORY WE HAVE ALL‘SCORED ENABLING ALL THE PEOPLE TO PARTICIPATE
IN SHAPING Tn: DESTINY op OUR COUNTRY!

!

THE ANC APPROACHES THE FUTURE wria ONLY TWO AIMS IN MIND THESE
ARE THE TOTAL ABOLITION OF THE SYSTEM or APARTHEID AND nor ITS
REFORM on AMENDMENT, AND ITS REPLACEMENT a? A GENUINE NON-RACIAL
DEMOCRACY: pgwnn MUST BE TRANSFERRED INTO THE aAnns or ALL THE
PEOPLE so THAT THEY, wan PEOPLE, GOVERN.

-
‘

WE BELIEVE THESE ARE VICTQRIES OVER THE SYSTEM OF APARTHEID WHICH

SHOULD BE STRIVEN FOR BY EVERY SOUTH AFRICAN WHO DARES CALL

HIMSELF OR HERSELF A PATRIOT, WITHOUT ANYONE SEEKING TO PLAY WITH

THE LIVES AND HOPES OF THE PEOPLE TO GAIN WHAT CAN ONLY BE

TEMPORARY SECTARIAN POLITICAL ADVANTAGE FOR THEMSELVES.

WHAT THEREFORE IS OUR VISION FOR THE YEAR AHEAD OF US? WHAT IS IT

THAT THE ANC MUST AND WILL DO TO BUILD ON THE COMMON VICTORY, SO

THAT OUR COUNTRY ADVANCES RAPIDLY TOWARDS ITS LONG OVERDUE

LIBERATION?  
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THIS YEAR wz nus: FOCUS oun ATTENTION on ran CENTRAL QUESTION
CONFRONTING oun COUNTRY - ran QUESTION OF THE TRANSFER or POWER
TO THE PEOPLE. THIS REQUIRES THAT A DEMOCRATIC cousrrruwxon
snofiLn BE ADOPTED, BASED on THE PRINCIPLE or ONE PERSON one vow:
IN A UNITED SOUTH AFRICA, INCORPORATING A! ENTRENCEED AND

JUSTICIABLE BILL OF RIGHTS AND PROTECTED BY A REPRESENTATIVE AND
“

INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY.

IN OTHER wonns. THIS YEAR, 1991, MUST SEE US REALISE THE GOAL or

THE POLITICAL EMANCIPATION or THE MAJORITX BY THE INTRODUCTION or.

A POLITICAL ORDER finxca WILL GUARANTEE THE DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS 6?

ALL scars AFRICANS, INCLUDING Tag RIGHTS TO LANGUAGE, CULTURE AND

THE PURSUIT qr RELIGIOUS BELIEFS.

THE REALITY wn STILL FACE Ié'TaAI. WHATEVER MIGHT HAVE BEEN nous

on SAID DpRING THE PAST YEAR, OUR coyurnv CONTINUES TO BE RULED

BY AN APARTHtID WHITE MINORITY REGIME, wnxca rvucrxous on THE
in ‘

\
BASIS OF AN APARTHEID CONSTITUTION AND A LITANY 0F APARTHEID

LAWS.

THIS IS A SITUATION WHICH NO AMOUNT OF SWEET WORDS AND

DECLARATIONS ABOUT COMMITMENT TO A DEMOCRATIC FUTURE CAN CHANGE.

ITS CONTINUED EXISTENCE REPRESENTS A PERPETUATION OF A CRIME

AGAINST HUMANITY WHICH SHOULD nor BE TOLERATED FOR ONE DAY

LONGER. '

WHAT IS THEREFORE REQUIRED AND REQUIRED URGENTLY IS THAT WE MOVE

FORWARD TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE REPRESENTATIVE AND SOVEREIGN

BODY WHICH MUST. WITHIN A DETERMINED PERIOD, DRAW UP THE NEW
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DEMOCRATIC CONSTITUTION. AS IS WELL-KNOWN, WE HAVE ADVANCED TEE

DEMAND THAT THIS BODY SHOULD BE AN ELECTED CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY.

DURING THIS PAST YEAR, AS REFLECTED IN THE GROOTE scauun AND

PREiORIA MINUTES, w: ENTERED INTO A NUMBER or AGREEMENTS wrrn THE
GOVERNMENT, AGREEMENTS THAT ARE or MAJOR IMPORTANCE r0 THE PEACE
PROCESS. AGREEMENT WAS REACBED THAT VARIOUS IDENTIFIED oasrAéLEs
TO THE pnocnss or NEGOTIATING A NEW consrfrurron HAD TO BE *

REMOVED PRIOR TO suca NEGOTIATIONS. spzcxvrc-srzps AND A

TIMETABLE WERE ALSO AGREED CONCERNING THE REMOVAL or THESE
OBSTACLES. THE GOVERNMENT MUST FULLY IMPLEMENT THESE AGREEMENTS,
IN KEEPING WITH THE AGREED TIME SCALES.

l

FAILURE TO DO THIS WILL PUT IN VERY snnzous nounr r33 ANNOUNCED

qcuxrrunnw or THE GOVERNMENI_TO quvxnn NEGOTIATIONS AND rbnrazn
SHARPEN QUESTIONS ABOUT ITS READINESS TO KEEP TO AGREEMENTS IT
HAS ENTEhEDflINTO. WE, FOR OUR PARTI’ARE COMMITTED TO A REVIEW or
THE SITUATION IF OUTSTANDING AGREEMENTS ARE NOT IMPLEMENTED 3?

APRIL 30TH.
\

THE GOVERNMENT WILL THEREFORE HAVE TO TAKE FULL RESPONSIBILITY

FOR ANY DELAY TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL NEGOTIATIONS CAUSED BY ITS

FAILURE TO IMPLEHENT THE AGREEMENTS ENTERED INTO AT GROOTE SCHUUR

AND PRETORIA. WE WILL CONTINUE TO USE ALL MEANS A? OUR DISPOSAL

TO ENSURE THAT THESE AGREEMENTS ARE ADHERED TO, BOTH BECAUSE OF

THEIR INTRINSIC IMPORTANCE AND BECAUSE OF THEIR RELEVANCE TO THE

PROCESS OF AN EARLY START TO THE PROCESS OF NEGOTIATING A NEW

CONSTITUTION.
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WE HAVE STATED IT MANY TIMES THAT THE ARC IS FIRMLY COMMITTED TO

THE VIEW THAT ALL POLITICAL FORCES IN OUR COUNTRY SHOULD BE

INVOLVED BOTH IN DETERMINING now THE CONSTITUTION-MAKING BODY

SHQULD BE COMPOSED AS WELL AS DRAWING UP THE CONSTITUTION ITSELF.

WHAf MUST BE UNDERSTCOD IS THAT THESE ARE TWO DIFFERENT THOUGH

RELATED ELEMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESS.

wxrn REGARD TO THE ISSUE 0? THE BODY TO unsorxnrz THE nzw

CONSTITUTION, WE BELIEVE THAT IT IS ONLY qunr THAT THE PEOPLE
THEMSELVES SHOULD DECIDE THE coggosxrxon or WHAT WILL oavxouer
an A CRITICALLY IMPORTANT ORGAN IN THE sxnuchE FOR THE

DEMOCRATIC TRANSFéRMATION or can COUNTRY. IT 15 FOR wars REASON.
AND no OTHER, THAT wz ADVOCATE yaz ELECTION or A sovanxxau

CONSTITUENT.ASSEMBLY, VESTED WITH FULL POWERS ro NEGOTIATE AND
goopr A CONSTITUTION THAT WILL BE ACCEPTABLE T0 was MILLIONS or
OUR PEOPLE WHO WOULD HAVE ELECTED THE MEMBERS or was ASSEMBLY.

0

IT SEEMS T6 US OBVIQpS THAT FOR US TO ARRIVE AT A STABLE

SETTLEMENT. THE LEGITIMACY OF THE INSTITUTION CHARGED WIéH THE

TASK OF DRAWING UP THE CONSTITUTION AND, CONSEQUENTLY. THE

PRODUCT THAT WILL ISSUE FROM THIS INSTITUTION: MUST DERIVE FROM

THE FACT THAT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN MANDATED BY THE PEOPLE AS A

WHOLE.

PARTY AT THE NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD, AS IN NAMIBIA, REPRESENT A

PROVEN CONSTITUENCY. AS WOULD BE DETERMINED DURING FREE AND FAIR

ELECTIONS TO A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY.
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BUT. AS VISUALISED IN BOTH Tn: HARARE AND UNITED NATIONS

DECLARATIONS DEALING WITH THE PEACEFUL RESOLUTION or THE scorn

AFRICAN ounc-rmu, w m NECESSARY AND INDISPENSABLE THAT AN

ALL-PARTYCONGRESS BE. SUMMONED TO DISCUSS VARIOUS QUESTIONS.

 

      
      

    

  
  

  
  
  

      

 

     

      

  

THE SUHHONING OF SUCH A CONGRESS WOULD CONSTITUTE THE FIRST STEP

IN THE PROCESS LEADING TO THE ADOPTION or THE NEW CONSTITUTION:

UNLESS IT WERE MANDATED BY THE PEOPLE THEEEELVES, THIS CONGRESS

a wILL nor ITSELF HAVE THE POWER TO Daaw UP A CONSTITUTION.

ran ALL-pARrY.coueaEss, WHICH CA5 ONLY 3: convsuzn AFTER ALL

. OBSTACLES TO uscoriArrons HAVE ACTUALLY BEEN REMOVED, WOULD HAVE

TO CARRY our wanna TASKS. THESE ARE:

* TO SET ouw'rnn BROAD PRINCIPLES WITHIN WHICH THE DETAILED

CONSTITUTIONAL won: wounn EE'CARRIED our;

* TO DETERMINE THE MAKE-UP or TEE Bény, SUCH AS AN ELECTED

consrxruzur ASSEMBLY3€THAT WOULD nnaw UP THE CONSTITUTION;
A

* TO ESTABLISH AN INTERIK GOVERNMENT TO OVERSEE THE PROCESS OF

TRANSITION UNTIL A NEW BARLIAMENT WAS ELECTED, AND A DEMOCRATIC

GOVERNMENT FORMED, ON THE BASIS OF THE NEW CONSTITUTION.

HAVING DECIDED THESE THREE ISSUES, AND COMPLETING ITS WORK WITHIN

A DEFINED PERIOD OF TIME. THE ALL-PARTY CONGRESS WOULD THEN

DISSOLVE, UNLESS, AS WE HAVE SAID, IT OBTAfNED A SPECIFIC POPULAR

HANDATE TO CONTINUE AS A CONSTITUTION-MAKING BODY, AN INTERIM

GOVERNMENT OR BOTH.

 

  
    

  
 

THE EARLY INSTALLATION OF AN INTERIM GOVERNHENT, AS A BODY WITH
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REAL POWER IN FACT AND IN LAW, AND IN CONTROL OF ALL INSTRUMENTS

OF STATE POWER, IS CRITICAL TO THE PROCESS OF THE TRANSITION TO

THE NEW QRDERL QUITE CLEARLY THIS RAOCESS OE TAANSITION AWAY FROM

APAéTEEID CANNOT BE SUPERVISED BY AN APARTHEID INSTITUTION, WHICH

IS PRECISELY WHAT THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT IS.

ALREADY DURING THIS PAST YEAR, WE HAVE EXPERIENCED THE PROBLEKS

warez ARISE mom ms: FACT THAT THE RULING“NATIONAL PARTY IS BOTH

A PLAYER AND A REFEREE. mmsnnoas NOBODY SHOULD RUN AWAY mom

ma FACT THAT AGREAT DEAL OF uf‘éfimusr STILL PERSISTS ABOUT m:

INTENTIONS AND THE coon mm OF m PnséEm GOVERNMENT.
‘ .

WE ARE ENTERING A VERY DELICATE PERIOD IN THE HISTORY OF OUR

COUNTRY, DURING WHICH A NEW CONSTITUTION WILL BE NEGOTIATED AND

THE TRANSITION MADE TO A DEMOCRATIC ORDER. NO SERIOUS PERSON CAN

SUGGEST THAT DURING THIS PERIOD OUR COUNTRY SHOULD BE GOVERNED BY

A RULING AUTHORITY WHICH DOES NOT ENJOY THE CONFIDENCE AND TRUST

OF THE PEOPLE A5 A WHOLE. - ‘

THE NATIONAL PARTY MUST‘UNDERSTAND AND ACCEPT THAT NOT ONLY

APARTHEID LEGISLATION MUST BE DONE AWAY WITRf BUT ALSO THAT ITS

GOVERNMENT, ITSELF AN APARTHEID INSTITUTION. SHOULD ALSO BE

ABOLISHED. IN THE INTERIM, IT MUST BE REPLACED BY AN AUTHORITY

WHICH WOULD INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NATIONAL PARTY AS WELL

AS THOSE OF OTHER POLITICAL FORMATIONS THAT WOULD BE

PARTICIPATING IN THE PROCESS OF NEGOTIATIONS.

THE ANC IS COMMITTED TO THE VIEW THAT THE TRANSITION TO A

NON-RACIAL DEMOCRACY SHOULD BE AS SHORT AS POSSIBLE. THE
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OPPRESSED DEMAND FREEDOM NOW AND NOT TOMORROW. FURTHERMORE,

~ PROLONGED UNCERTAINTY ABOUT THE FUTURE WILL ITSELF RESULT IN

H FURTHER CONFLICT AND DESTABILISATION. OUR LIBERTY WHICH HAS BEEN

DENIED FOR SO LONG SHOULD NO LONGER BE DELAYED.

DURING THIS PAST YEAR, THE GOVERNMENT DEMONSTRATED SOME DISHAL

FAILURES IN TERMS OF THE MAINTENANCE OF PEACE IN THE COUNTRY..IT

ALONE CONTROLS THE INSTITUTIONS WHICH HAVE TH? DUTY AND THE

CAPACITY TO ENSURE THAT ALL OUR PQQPLE ARE PROTECTED FROM THE

THREAT OF VIOLENCE.‘BUT THROUGH ITS ACTIONS, OVER MANY MONTHS, IT

ALLOWS? THE SITUATION IN WHICH HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE WERE KILLED AND

THOUSANDS DISPLACED FROM THEIR HQMES, IN SOME INSTANCES AS A

RESULT OF ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY ELEMENTS WITHIN ITS OWN SECURITY

SERVICES. "

THIS smuhnpu SHOULD nor BE ALLOWED» TO 3mm. in ADDITION TO THE

ABSOLUTE NEED TO paomc'r HUMAN LIVES, THE FACT or m: MATTER IS

TfiAT no NEGOTIATIONS ABOUT mg mung CAN TAKE PLACE warm}: ‘

HUNDREDS ARE BEING SLAUGHTERED BY FORCES THAT ARE OPPOSED TO

CHANGE.

WE REITERATE OUR CALL TO ALL THOSE WHO SERVE WITHIN THE POLICE

AND THE ARMY T0 COMMIT THEMSELVES TO THE NON-RACIAL AND

DEMOCRATIC FUTURE WHICH IS CERTAIN TO BECOME REALITY. ALL THESE

MUST ACT NOW TO END ALL CAMPAIGNS OF TERROh AGAINST THE PEOPLE

AND THUS PREPARE FOR THEIR éLACE AS PART OF THE SECURITY FORCES

OF A NEW AND PEACEFUL SOUTH AFRICA.

IN THE LIGHT OF OUR EXPERIENCE, WE WOULD LIKE, ONCE MORE, TO
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REAFFIRM THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO SELF-DEFENCE. BY DECISION OF

OUR CONSULTATIVE CONFERENCE, OUR MOVEMENT IS COMMITTED TO ASSIST

THE PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY TO SET UP THE NECESSARY

MECfiKNISHS FOR THE DEFENCE OF EACH COMMUNITY, WHICH MECHANISMS

MUST ENJOY THE SUPPORT AND CONFIDENCE OF THE PEOPLE AS A WHOLE.

IN ADDITION TO THIS, THE ANC WILL ALSO FUREHER PURSUE ITS

PROGRAMME OF LIAISING WITH ALL RELEVANT POLITICAL ORGANISATIONS

TO ENSURE THAT WE ACT TOGETHER TO STOP AND PRECLUDE ALL VIOLENT

CONFRONTATION.ARD CONFLICT THAT EfiANATES 330M THE FACT THAT

PEOPLE HOLD VARYING POLITICAL VIEWS. WE TRUST THAT ALL THESE

ORGANISATIONS, INCLUDING THE INKATEA FREEDOM PARTY, WILL

COOPERATE WIIH US IN GENUINE 6006 FAITH TO SAVE THE LIVES AND THE

PROPERTY OF THE PEOPLE.
v

IN ADDITION TO CARRYING OUT ITS TASKS OF ORGANISING INSIDE THE

HOMELANDS AND DISCHARGING ITS RESPONSIBILITIES TO OUR PEOPLE IN

THESE AREAS, THE ANC HAS ALSO SOUGHT TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH

THE AUTHORITIES ADMINISTEEING THE VARIOUS HOMELANDS. WE APPEAL TO

ALL OF THESE TO DESIST FROM ALL HOSTILE ACTIONS DIRECTED AGAINST

THE ANC AND OTHER DEMOCRATIC STRUCTURES AS WELL AS THE PEOPLE

WITHIN THE HOMELANDS.

RATHER THEY SHOULD THEMSELVES NORMALISE THEIR RELATIONS WITH THE

PEOPLE WITHIN THEIR AREAS, HELP CREATE THE SITUATION WHERE THERE

IS FREE AND PEACEFUL EXPRESSION OF POLITICAL VIEWS AND COOPERATE

WITB THE DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT AS A WHOLE IN THE EFFORT T0 SHAPE

THE FUTURE OF OUR COUNTRY.
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INDEPENDENT, SHOULD BE HOLDING POLITICAL PRISONERS AND DETAINEES.

BANKING MEETINGS AND GOVERNING BY IMBOSING STATES OF EMERGENCY

AND IN THE CONTEXT OF ANTI-DEMOCRATIC SECURITY LEGISLATION.
1

WE WdULD ALSO LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO REAFPIRH OUR

UNWAVERING OPPOSITION TO ANY OF OUR MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS USING

FORCE WHERE POLITICAL DISCUSSION IS CALLED FOR OR AS A MEANS Q?

PROMOTING ANY OF OUR CAMPAIGNS. THE MOVEMENT WILL TAKE ALL

NECESSARY DISCIPLINARY MEASURES AGAINST ANYBODY FROM OUR RANKS

WHO-RESORTS TO THESE UNACCEPTABLEMMETEODS.

OVER THE YEARS, WE HAVE WAGED, AND CONTINUE TO CONDUCT AN

UNRELENTING STRUGGLE AGAINST THE SYSTEM OF APARTEEID LOCAL

GOVERNMENT, ESPECIALLY IN‘THE BLKCK URBAN AREAS. II THE COURSE or

T35? STRUGGLE WE HAVE anvanggn_rna PERSPECTIVE or A GENUINELY

NON—RACIAL SYSTEM or LOCAL GOVERNMENT THAT WOULD SERVE THE‘

INTERESTS OF ALL THE PEOPLE IN EACH LOCALITY. A

LAST YEAR, THIS STRUéELE SCORED A MAJOR VICTORY WHEN GOVERNMENT

ANNOUNCED THAT IT HAD CONGEDED TO OUR DEMAND FOR A DEMOCRATIC AND

NON—RACIAL SYSTEH OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND ACCEPTED THAT IT WAS

NECESSARY TO MOVE FORWARD TO ESTABLISH INTERIM STRUCTURES OF

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ON THE BASIS OF THESE PRINCIPLES.

AT THE SAME TIME AS WE WAGE STRUGGLE FOR AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT AT

THE NATIONAL LEVEL, IT IS NECESSARY THAT WE ALSO ACT ON THE

MATTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT BY TAKING ALL THE NECESSARY STEPS TO

ENSURE THAT THESE INTERIM STRUCTURES ARE ESTABLISHED AND THE OLD

APARTHEID INSTITUTIONS, SUCH AS THE COMMUNITY COUNCILS. ARE

!
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FINALLY ABOLISHED. AN IMPORTANT LEAD CONCERNING WHAT IS TO BE

DONE HAS ALREADY BEEN GIVEN BY THE AGREEMENT NEGOTIATED BY THE

SOWETO PEOPLE'S DELEGATION WITH TFE TRANSVAAL PROVINCIAL

ADMINIéTRATiON, WHICH, AMONG OTfifiR THINGS, VISUALISES THE

ESTABLISHMENT OF A DEMOCRATIC AND NON-RACIAL CENTRAL

WITVATERSRAND METROPOLITAN CHAMBER.

3"

THE DISASTROUS MATRIC RESULTS AMONG AFRICAN STUDENTS ONCE MQRE

BRING INTO SHARP Focds THE URGENT NEED TO END THE SYSTEM OF-

APARTHEID EDUCATION. THIS ISSUE CXNNOT AWA;T THE INTRODUCTION o#

A NEW CONSTITUTION,,BUT MUST BE ACTED UPON now.

IT IS rp HIDE ons's HEAD IN THE SAND TO CLAIM THAT THESE RESULTS

ARE A conszouuuca OF SCHOOL BOYCOTTS WITHOUT ADDRESSING TEE

QUESTION WHY THE SCHOOL acycowrs OCCURRED IN THE FIRST INSTANCE.

uoabnr SHOULD THEREFORE RUN AWAY FROM ?HE REALITY THAT THE

PROBLEM LIES WITH THE PERPETUATION OF THE APARTHEID SYSTEM OF

BANTU EDUCATION. “ '

NEVERTHELESS, ONCE MORE WE REITERATE OUR CALL TO THE STUDENTS TO

GO BACK TO SCHOOL. WE WILL CONTRIBUTE EVERYTHING WE CAN TO ENSURE

A RETURN TO NORMAL LEARNING AND TEACHING. BUT THIS CANNOT BE THE

END TO THE MATTER. URGENT MEASURES ARE REQUIRED TO ENSURE THAT

ALL OUR PEOPLE ARE SUBJECT TO THE SAME SYSTEM OF EDUCATION AND

THAT ALL SCHOOLS ARE OPEN TO ALL, WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION ON

GROUNDS OF RACE OR COLOUR.

ACCORDINGLY. WE MUST MAKE THE POINT HERE THAT THE MEASURES

ANNOUNCED BY THE GOVERNMENT TO OPEN THE WHITE SCHOOLS NEED TO BE
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CHANGED RADICALLY. IT IS QUITE CLEAR THAT THESE MEASURES ARE

DESIGNED TO SLOW DOWN OR OTHERWISE MAKE VERY DIFFICULT THE

PROCESS OF DESEGREGATING THESE SCHOOLS. SUCH ACTIONS DO NOT SERVE

TO INSPIRE CONFIDENCE IN THE COMMITMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT TO

GENUINE CHANGE.

wn PAY TRIBUTE TO THE WHITE PARENTS wao. Ifi'spxrs or THE

OBSTACLES THEY FACE, HAVE NEVERTHELESS ACTED TO HAVE THE WHITE

SCHOOLS opnusn.ro ALL THE caana u OUR COUNTRY.

PROCEEDING FROM OUR‘COMMITMENT TO THE PERSPECTIVE THAT THE DOORS

0F CULIURE AND LEARNING SHOULD BE OPEN TO ALL, WE DEMAND THAT

THESE DOORS ngULD BE OPENED now go THAT THE COUNTRY AS A WHOLE

BEGINS SERIOUSLY TO TACKLE THE URGENT QUESTION or THE DEVELOPMENT

or OUR HUMAN RESOURCES FOR THE BUILDING OF A FREE, PEACEFUL AND

PROSPEROUS‘SOFIETY. ”

AS WE GO THROUGH THE PERIOD or TRANSITION TO A DEMOCRATIC
SOCIETY, IT IS ABSOLUTELY VITAL THAT EVERYTHING BE DONE TO
IMPROVE THE QUALITY or LIFE OF THE POOR SECTIONS OF oua
POPULATION. THE PROCESS or CHANGE WILL INSPIRE VERY LITTLE
CONFIDENCE AND OCCUR IN A SITUATION or INCREASING INSTABILITY,
IF, IN THE PRACTICE, THE IMPOVERISHED MASSES OF THE PEOPLE

CONTINUE TO EXPERIENCE A FURTHER LOWERING or THEIR STANDARDS op
LIVING.

AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR, THE GOVERNMENT PROCLAIMED ITS

READINESS AND COMMITMENT TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF THE

PEOPLE. THE REAL SITUATION IS THAT VERY LITTLE HAS HAPPENED. THE
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FORTHCOMING BUDGET, AND PUBLIC EXCENDITURES IN GENERAL, MUST

REFLECT GENUINE MOVEMENT FORWARD 1TH REGARD TO THIS MATTER.

AT THE SAME TIME, WE WILL ALSO HAVE TO WAGE STRUGGLE ro ENSURE

THAT THE PRIVATE SECTOR DOES nor ITSELF CARRY ouw AN ATTACK on

THE LIVING STANDARDS or THE pzopna. THE CALL FOR A LIVING WAGE

REMAINS AMONG oun PRINCIPAL DEMANDS AND nus: BE PURSUED. w:

WELCOME THE AGREEMENTS REACHED BETWEEN song uuxons AND EMPLOYERS

TO HELP PROVIDE ALTERNATIVE EMPLOYHENT FOR 1305: wonxaas wao ARE

UNAVOIDABLY sznsucnsn. WE URGE orhzn COMPANIES TO FOLLOW THESE

EXAMPLES. ‘ ‘

IN Annirxon TO THIS, T333; 15 A CO¥TINUING NEED FOR THE PRIVATE

SECTOR ro snow GREATER szusxrxvxwvawo THE BROADER OBJECTIVE or

CARRYING OUT A DETERMINED oérENSIvé AGAINST THE ABJECT POVERTY

wnxcn AFFLxcrs so MANY or 002 PEOPJE THE NECESSARY FINANCIAL

RESOURCES AND BUSINESS SKILLS HAVElro BE RELEASED TO TACKLE sucn

URGENT QUESTIONS As THE HOUSING ANDIEDUCATION catszs.w1rn THE

BUSINESS COMMUNITY ACTING IN concsafi wxrn STRUCTURES THAT ARE

GENUINELY REPRESENTATIVE 0? THE PaotLE. THE ANC WILL CONTINUE TO

ENGAGE THE PRIVATE SECTOR T0 Annaasf THESE AND OTHER MATTERS.

IN THE MEANTIME ALL OF US MUST NOW ¢ARRY OUT THE PREPARATIONS

AIMEE AT BUILDING AN ECONOMIC SYSTEH THAT WILL CREATE JOBS,

ENSURE A FAIR AND JUST DISIRIBUTIONioF WEALTE. ENABLE BLACK

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT, ATTEND To THE‘MATTER OF THE REDISTRIBUTION

or THE LAND, LEAD TO THE ELIMINATION or POVERTY AND FOCUS on THE

OBJECTIVE 0F ENSURING A RISING STANDARD OF LIVING FOR ALL THE

PEOPLE op OUR COUNTRY.


