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Ethics panel 
lets Yengeni 

 off for n 
ANGEAQUNTAL 
CAPE TOWN ~ African Natlonal 
Congress chief whip Tony Yengenl 
escaped having to appear re 
parliament’s ethics committee yes- 
terday to answer allegations of 
non-disclosure of key assets, after a 
vote was forced along party lines: 

It was the first tine in the com- 
mittee’s short history that 1t had 
falled to reach a unanimous dedl- 
sion. 

The multiparty committee 3 
with 2 recommendation by th?%fi 
istrar of members' interests, Ms 
Fazela Mohamed, that Mr Yengenl 
had fafl:dmto n?u%’fi his mldenul:ly 
property i Tijgethof as required 
the code of ethics, But it disagreed on 
what action to take agatnst him. 

The ANC, Afrikaner Benheids. 
bewe% the Inkatha Freedom 
Party, Minority Front and the United 
Christlan Democratic Party - 
ed the registrar's recommendation 
that Mr Yengen!'s action was merely 
an omission and, since there was no 
bid falth on his part, he should 
merely be d to correct it. 

The Democratic Allfance and the 

oW 
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Pan Africantst Congress disag 
saying that before the commé 
could make a decision, Mr Ym% 
sfmuld be called before it to expl y. A 

‘When it came to the vote, the 
PAC and DA Jost by 24 votes to five, 

Howevey, all the parties support: 
ed the registrar’s recommendation 
that there should be an investiga- 
tion into whether Mr Yengenl had 
failed to disclose his luxury 4X4 
vehicle as a gift or a benefit, in the - 
light of claims that he might have 
acquired |t as a Kickback in the 
arms deal. 

Disagreed’ 
They ed on whether- the 

committee itself should Invéstigate 
the facts suno\lndlnhMr Yengenl's 
acquisition of the vehicle. 

Jeremy Cronin (ANC) sald his 
party supported Ms Mohamed's 
view that the Sunday Times report 
about ‘Mr Yengen!'s vehicle could 
not be dismissed as unfounded, as 

on the face of it it appeared there 
might be some substance to the 
allegations of Impropriety. Since . 

. TONY.YENGENI 
- ‘Nobad faith’ 

the allegations were almzz( part of 
a'multi-agency investigation into 
the arms deal as approved b %;g 
Jiament, the committee shoufd 
awalt the Investigators' feport, |’ 
which was due In July, - 

“If 1t shows w wrongdoing 
then parliament will be in a posi- 
tion 1o take appropriate action,” 

Mr Cronin was supported by the 
IFP's Koos van der Merwe." i 
“Mr Cronin and his ANC coll- 

eague, Mr Jannle. Momberg, went 
ot of their way to explain they 
were not 0 “delay or obfus- 
cate” and that they were in no way 
advocating that parliament should 
abrogate lts duty to oversee the 
code of ethics, - 

* All the other parties Insisted that 
Mr Yengeni should first be called 
and that the committee should 
start its own Investigation into 
whether he had falled to’ disclose 
the vehicle as a glft or benefit. . 

‘The ANC majority, backed by the 
IFP, won the day and the comit- 
tee will only meet to discuss the 
matter once the arms investigators 
have tabled thelt report In parlla- 
ment, : 

b [ 
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know the origin of the remours. 
 Hesaid he panty hadbesz involved _ 

    

5/95/5’/ 

ANC upset by leadership tiff rumours 
mmmmwhnunhnnmdb’u . 

Remagama said. “Surely the specula: 
tico does not originate from ANC 
structes.” 

The process_of selamching e 
ANC branches @ Gauteng, be said, 
‘would be completed by the ead of May. 

The ANC i the provioce woald 
then set.aside two weekends bext 

- the ANC will have six regions in fhe 
peovince; 

“I's ‘bormal practice that cermin - 
- elect the §8-member leadership. scctions of the media and some me- 

lx:s of the public start speculating 
the composition of the provincial 

leuiushlpofiham(‘:ddymu 
.smmm;m Ramagoma said. 

ip, be said, 
wumflmwumd 
nomination and discossion within 
ANC brasches. 
'Ramagoma said the ANC in Gauteng. 

had two tasks: © rebuild the provincial 
structiires. and consolidate. the capacity 
of the new mumicipalities so that ey 

‘onid be able 1o provide dificient servics 
defivery to poor people. 

'H said all the procodires woald be. 

followed umil the ANC provincial coo-- 

gress in July, when delegates would 

The ANC has bad leadecship prob- 
Jems in other provinces and tbese have: 
Jed to imtervention by the national fead- 
axship. 

The ANC leadership in Free State 
was dissolved last. year. Last week the: 
ANC pational Jeadersbip dissolved the: 
Northern Provioce lesdership. 

Meanwile, i€ 2l sysems goin 
Northem Province for the newly 

ANC bead office in fobanpesbarg. 
'mswfllbcfoflnwuiby-m 

we are going 1o uilise afl 25 coce mert- | 
bers fo the fall” . 
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same. The reselt s tht Greenboy buses 
are notallowed to operate in KwaZalu- 

pumy's bus flest, regserd in 
KwazZlo-Natal, 10 be presented for 
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De Lille embroiled in huge jaw war 
  

By Khangale Makhado 
Political Reporter 

BITTER verbal exchanges occurred between 
the Pan Africanist Congress and the office: of 
the Director of Public Prosecutions.(DPP) yes- 
terday over a multi-billion rand arms deal. 

Accusations and  counter-accusations 
ensued over whether the PAC was willing to 

  

disclose information of whether the diréctorate 
was pursuing a political agenda or not. 

PAC MP Patricia de Lille yesterday called 
on the DPP to explain why out of more than 18 
people subpoenaed they decide to make public 
only her name and that of the organisation’s 
secretary general Thami ka Plaatjie. 

She wanted to know why those investigating 
the arms deal’s alleged corruption were reluc- 

tant to make public names of ANC MPs who 
have also been subpoenaed. 

In his response, Mr Sipho Ngwema, 
spokesman for the DPP, said the reason why the 
PAC’s names were made public was of their 
own making. 

“The PAC has beea making pvublxc state- 
ments about the information that they had and 
‘this théy did at their conference in Bloem- 
“fontein and went fusther to'call a press confer- 
ence in this regard. We would fike to keep the 

" names of other people secret for their own pro- 
tection because the matter is being investi- 
gated,” said Ngwema. _ 

He saw nothing sinister in reporting De 
Lille to the Speaker of Parliament: “these struc- 
tures (like DPP) are created by Parliament of 
which De Lille is a part”. 

De Lille said she failed to understand why 
those probing the arms deal continued to say 
she failed to make information available. 

Labellirig that a lie; De Lille saidas far back 
as 1999 she made it public that she was handing 
over the information to the Heath Special Inves- 
tigation Unit — 2 move supported by 15 non- 
governmental organisations. 

“On Jannary 19 this year, the President 
announced that the SIU-woufd not be included 
in the investigations and thereafter on February 
6 the Scorpions took possession of all that . 
information. 

“After being subpoenaed I weat and raised 
certain queries and will again appear oa May 15 
before the public hearing. My problem is that 
these people want to decide what it is that the 
public must hear,” De Lille said. 
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in the Newcastle area 
  

By Nompumelelo Khumalo 

SCORES of people from Newcastle 

and the surrounding areas attended an 

HIV-Aids conference organised by the 

district council yesterday. 

District mayor Mrs Makhosazana 

Dlamini invited all sectors of the com- 

munity to join in the struggle against 

the pandemic. 
She said HIV-Aids had serious eco- 

nomic, social and political implications 

that required that every individual 

should join hands in dealing with it. 

“For this reason we thought it was 

important to initiate a forum to come 

up with suggestions of how to consoli- 

date our efforts in the fight against the 

HIV-Aids pandemic,” Dlamini said. 

She said the council had set aside 

R100 000 for the fight against Aids. 

  

L4 

‘ Aids Is starting to . 

destroy our nation 

like wildfire , 

1t is estimated that about 127 000 

people have died of Aids or are infected 

with it in the district. . : 

“The district council intends to 

assist by coordinating the efforts of 

those organisations and individuals that 

are already campaigning against the 

pandemic and to Jearn from the best 

practices elsewhere in the country the 

question of behavioural changes,” she 

said. 
Dr Sandile Buthelezi of the provin- 

cial health department’s HIV-Aids 

action unit said KwaZulu-Natal was 

bedevilled by many misfortunes such 

as politicel violence, cholera, foot and 

month disease and a high rate of Aids 

infection. R 
He said it was disturbing that young 

people, who were supposed to'be the 

leaders of the future, were the section 

of society most affected by Aids. 

« believe in our province, We 

fought all the previous wars and we 

proved that we can unite and congquer. 

.Let us do so on Aids,” Buthelezi said. 

He urged the amakhosi and local 

councils to play their role in fighting 

the pandemic in their areas. 

“The implications of Aids are very 

serious and are destroying the nation 

Jike wildfire. Let us unite as a rainbow 

nation to build a strong and healthy 

nation,” he said. 
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ANC hits at Woods oni 
arms deal statement 
Watchdog committee chairman’s statement ‘not mandated’ 

Wy fartiey "L .- 
CAPE TOWN — Gayin Woods, the 
Inkatha Freedom Party chairman 
of Parliament’s watchdog, public 
accounts commiltee. came nider 
fire from the African National 
Comgress (ANC) yesterday when 
he was accused of uemandated 
staterents about the R43ba arms. 
dealigvestigation. 

Altermore than three hours of 
hearings on the finascial situa- 
tion ia the justice department 
and the Legaf Aid Board, the ANC 
in the comsittee Jaunched an ar- 
tack on Woods. They actused 
him of telling the media that the 
committee was beiog kept in the 
dark by investigators when it was 
the commitee that inftlated the 
Tvestigatian in the irst place. 

ANC MP Viaceol Smith said e 
gave the impression Lhat his 
Statement was based 00 3 formal 
decisionof the comaniftee. 

    
Woods bas been under pres- 

sure in the committes since ANC 

B e el ANE Spotiamap i fined as chief ANC si in 
the committee and the ANC 
changed its position on the ives- 
tigation and) the laciusion of 
Judye Wilem Healh's special in- 
vesligatiog anit. 

Yesterday be challenged the 
ANCio “dlo something aboat ™ i 
they did not agree yeith him ex- 
pressing his view “as I am fully 
entitled 10", He told Smith and his 
ANC colleagues to read mmmm 
Teports again. At no stage had he 
said_the committee decided it 
was being kept in the dark. It was 
simply his observation of what 
was happeniog “Twill cantinue ta 
cxpress myviews 

"ANC MP Bily Nair said Woods 
was clearly speaking fot the com- 
mittee, and in a heated exchange 
accused him of talking “Dullshit". 
This seemed 10 embarrass some 

of bis colleagues, particularly Fe- 
Instein. who left the mésting. 

bers 1o be carchul about trying to 
limit cach other's of 
speech. She agreed thal the com- 
mit’ e was being kept in Lhe dark. 

The ANC was filibustering and 
wasting tipe, “The altempt 10 re- 
‘Duke the chairperson of Lhe com- 
wittee for his interaction with (he 
smediais ominous both for whal it 
signifies for the media and for 

it might say about (he future: 
of the chairperson of the comanit- 
tee,” shesald. 

Earlier, deputy Justice Miuis- 
ter Cheryl Gillweld said that 
progress was being mode in turn- 
ing around the troubled finances 
of the justice department. She 
said thal by March next year the 
department wonld have a zeru- 
based budget— a first for any de- 
partment ingovernment. x 

  

  

The African National Congress lashed out yesterday at the ehairman of Parfiameat’s public accounts. 

‘committee, Gavin Woods, accusing him of telfing tha media that the committoe was being kept in 
‘the dark by investigators probing alleged cornuption in tive R43bn arms deal. 
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JLUAN GREEN 
PROVINCIAL education minister 
Faith Gasa praised the Mission to 
the Mouatzins Project A 
saying it had contributed substan- 

  

tially to the culture of teaching and 
leaming in the province's rural 
schools. 

Mrs Gasa was speaking at the 
relaunch of the project held at. 
Newspaper House in Greyville last 

-night. Last year, The 

Pick ’n Pay, Window 

                

FAITH GASA. 
“Surccess story others can follow’ 

   
and Associates joined forces in an 
effort to supply rural schools in the 
southem Drakensberg with. much- 
needed reading mahulal and sta- 
tionery. 
Mrs Gasa said: “This projectisan | 

         
- erament alone Could not. deliver 
effectively and henice welcomed 
fin;efls like Mi.xslm to the 

fountains: 

  

The department was respunnble 
for the formal’ education of more 
than 2,8 million -pupils in 6000 
schools mdhad a usad\mg force of 
73000, 

“A budget- of “over R9h11kon for 
education and culture in the 
2000/2001 financial year may 
sound a lot, but it is not zdtqualt 
to meet the needs of education,” 

mus:tld- the lied rear project sy 
sooo p\lpjis in 17 x:!mlspgvith 
learning materials, induding sta- 

Web Design, NW] ideal example of a suctess story tionery, used typcvmtexs and 
and Preston Whyte that other regions can follow.” 
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AN orkel dismisses ANC clalms of DP ‘rifts’ , WESTERN Cape premier Gerald | Morkel has dismissed African 
National Con’grese (ANC) . allagations of deep-seated rifts Within the Democratic Alliance (DA), both locally and provinclalll_:y. 

NC provinclalleader Ebrahim Rasool claimed the DP was holding aseparate caucus in Constantia last nlfiht, and sald this undermined the alllance caucus. i 
Morkel said he and Cape Town unicity mayor Peter Marais knew ; about the caucus. “So what? Ityou are looking for rifts go and knock on Gerald Morkel the doorofthe ANC. In the DA we focus on delivery, not on fictitlous plots."—Linda Ensor, 
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P calls on Mbeki to tackle bill <:ontroversy>< ) 

] kesman Nhlanhla 
INKATHA Freedom Party home affairs spol 

ident Thabo Mbeki to act declsively to 

reacting to a report £ 

Cablnet rejected anew version ofthe 

bill that Home Affairs Minister Mangosuth
u Buthelezi, the leader 

ofthe party, tabled inan amemft to meet the objections of his 

African National Congress colleagues. — Farouk Chothia. 
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THE African Natlonal Congus 
government had managed SA’s fi- 
nances “with prudénce and dis- 
cipline”, so that debt was under 
control and inflation low, Demo- 
cratic Alliance leader Tony Leon 
told aFrenchaudience this week. 

Addressing the French Insti- 
tute of International Relations in 
Paris, Leon said government 
could point to solid achieve- 
ments in some economic areas, 
despite faitures in others. 

Leon said in the past seven 
years, SA had seen the emer- 
gence of a full democracy which 
>   

Boeszoness 
ieon presents DA’s new face to France * 

“we have no doubt will endure”. 
The speech bears out DA 

moves to medify its public per- 
sona. Black critics have accused 
it of kneejerk attacks on govern- 
ment and rubbishing SA abroad. 

_ Leon said President Thabo 
Mbeki had made some mistakes, 
notably on HIV/AIDS and Zimbab- 
we. However, the outraged re- 
sponse in SA was cause for en- 
couragement. The media had 
roundly attacked Mbeki, and 
even the ANC's allies had publicly 
contested his views. 

SA had a stable democracy, 
and the mistakes of government 
would be corrected either by a 

2. 

change of heartora change of for- 
tune determined by .the elec- 
torate, Leon said. 

“Our. newspapers are free and’ 
becoming more critical and inde- 
pendent. Our Parliament is ro- 
bust, despite efforts by the exec- 
utivetosidelineit.” 
- This was one reason why SA 
would not follow certain other 
African countries “into chaos and 
economic collapse”. Pointing to 
SA’s mineral resources, infras- 
tructure and “industrious and 
gifted people®, Leon urged France 
to invest in SA and strengthen 
trade relations. 

However, he criticised Eu- 

  

    = 

rope’s reliance on' agricultural 
subsidies, and the role of devel- 
oped countries in promoting cor- 
ruption in the Third World. 

“If there is one who takes a 
bribe, there must be one who 
gives a bribe. We regard them as 
equally culpable.” 

Leon also took issue with the 
“polite, uncritical” reception 
France had recently given Zim- 
babwean President Robert Mu- - 
gabe. “The first thing we expect 
from our president, and hope to 
hear from your president, is a 
simple, dignified statement of 
condemnation of Mugabe's crime 
and terror.” y 
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HE African National Con- 
gress Women's League yes- 
terday foined the party's 

. youth league in pledging 
loyalty to President Mbeki and up- 
Konln,g him for a second term as 
NC and South African president. 
The women's league president, 

Mrs Winnie Madlkizela-Mandela, 
ber deputy, Ms Thandl Modise, and 
senlor members of the league, In- 
cluding Health Minister .Manto 
Tshabalala-Mslmang and the chair- 
man of parlfament's intelligence 
committee, Ms Noslviwe Maplisa- 
Ngakulu, called a speclal press con- 
ference in parliament to announce 
thelr support. . 

Mrs Madikizela-Mandela dec- 
lined to comment on whether Dep- 
uty President Zuma had successful- 
ly mediated between herself and 
Mr Mbeki after the president acc- 
used her of gossiping about his per- 
sonal life. . 

She asked for the intervention In 
a letter that was later leaked to the 
‘medla, Women's league secretary- 
general Bathablle Dlamini told rep- 
orters the matter was stlll in Mr 
Zuma's hands. 

Ms Maplsa-Nqakula said personal 

INKATHA FREEDOM PARTY 

WINNIE MADIKIZELA-MANDELA 
Unwavering support 

roblems or divisions between Mrs 
adikizela-Mandela and Mr Mbeki 

“doesn’t make them enemies”. 
“They are comrades ~ very loyal 

to one another, very loyal to the 
movement. . 

"“They are not only comrades, but 
leaders of the African National 
Congress.” e 

Both had thé responsibility of 
leading the party-and the women's 
league respectively, - 5 

low the matter Is going to be 
handled for now Is not an issue. 
“The’ issue for us .now .Js that 

Winnle Mandela, as president of 
the African National Congress 

- Women's League, Is here to giveé her 
support, which s unwavering, to 
Comrade Thabo Mbeki and the 
African- National Congress,” sald 

  

No.4595 

Ms Maplsa-Ngakula, Ori medla 
reports that there wete internal 
moves to replace Mr Zuma as ANC 
deputy president, she sald the 
lelgue also supported him. 

n whether the league belleved 
there was a plot to oust Mr Mbeki, 
she sald: "The ANC has come oist 
very clearly - those allegations are 
connected to the whole strategy of 
undermining not only the presid- 
ent but the government as a whole. 

"It doesn’t matter from which 
comer thux come from, they are all 
nonsense. - 

In her teaction, Ms Maplsa-Nqa- 
kula sald there was no question 
about the Integrity of the three 
men named as plotting liflmt Mr 

o i vt ok I b Mr Tol 
Seanle.fm-p T s 

Dr Tshabalala-Msimang. defenid- | 
ed the decislon by Safety and Sec- 
urlty Minister- Steve Tstiwete to 
name the three in public and to 
launch the Investigation. 

She sald  yesterday that 
Mt Tshwete had done the right 
thiny 

Ifie had decided to fgnore the 
allegations, he would have been 
accused by the media of protecting 
Mr Mbeki, - Sapa : 

5 )   
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Mtshali’s clean govt plan A\ 
  

KWAZULU-NATAL will become the first 
province in the country to commit itself 

formally to clean adminlsuaflg"n, with the 

signing of * Eexty covenants” at a cere- 

moxy in Uhl:n“J on May 23. 
Giving details of the coveants for the 

first time, Premier Lionel Mtshali said all 

cabinet raembers would sign the undertak- 

ing, as would the directors-general of all 

departroents and the CEOs of all parastatals 

as accounting officers in their own right. 

Mz Mtshali said that the signing of the 

covenants would be voluntary in terms of 

the Public Finance Management Act. 
“We expect the action, however, to 

strengthen the legal provisions expected of 

usand to make known out Eubllccomnfil— 

ment to clean govemnment. 

He hoped this sigring proced: 
B wasehlsogramdmigm 

lure, which 

  

t also be adopted 

by the Durban unidity council. 
Mr Mtshali, accompanied :yh his wife, 

Daphne, and his spokesman, Mahlathi 

Tembe,_ will- leave for the province of 

Shanghai in China on Senday. They will | 
retumn to KZN on May 21. o 

The premier said this ‘would be his fifst 

overseas visit since taking over as head of 

dx;{mvinmtwoymnago.. . 

* The invitation fo visit Shanghai 
bad been extended to him by the Chinese 

consul-general in Durban, Zhu Zan- 

mmhebflfofflm?_eaple’smxblkaf 

Mr Mishali ssid that dusing the Visit e 
would conclude a co-operation agreement 

between KwaZulu-Natal and the Chinese 

province. . %   
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) ONCE again 1 see my views on the goings-on in - 

this country have elicited strong responses from 
Witness readers, judging by the letters from 

Graham McIntosh and, . Woodcock (Witness, May 3). 

Mclntosh is a member of parliament, to boot. I was 

most impressed — I'm a sucker for titles. 
In sharp contrast to his title, his comments did not 

impress me at all. Anybody in this country who still 

cannot grasp the full effect of what white racism did 

to this country and its people, is just plain dumb. Itis 

worse when such a person is an MP. If anybody ever 

“harboured any illusions about former apartheid politi- 

cians ever accepting and supporting the transforma- 

tlon that this country has undergone, McIntosh’s let- 

ter cleatly exposes such illusions. In fact, his 

comments more than confirm what. my article said, 

and I quote: “White people, in every respect, appear 

unwilling to change their pre{:;‘dice about black 
tl ple and knowing how unjust their acquisition of their 

privileges was, they are not persuaded by talks of rec- 

onciliation and democracy.” 
" Both McIntosh and Woodcock, by their comments, 

have given credence to this observation, And for 

Woodcock to say, “It is easy to point a racialist finger 

at us — after all, our replies are never published fully 

even if they are valid”, one is tempted to say, “Ag, 

shame.” But instead the question to be asked is: who 

is he trying to fool? Most people know who dominates 

the media in this country, and therefore whose views 

mostly get published. . 

But most importantly, it is simply inexcusable for 

an MP, a person who one day hopes to be a cabinet 

minister or even the president of the country for all 

the people, to show such crude racial prejudice. 

. But as someone once said, better the devil you 

NOW. : 
. BHUNGANI KA MZOLO 

Pretoria 
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Wi 
AMBULANGE DEATH: ARRESTS IMMINENT 

ACORNHOEK (Northern Province) — Arrests are 

imminent In connection with the death of a preg- 

nant woman who fall from a moving ambulence In 

Northern Province, police sald yesterdey. = . 

“The Investigation Is going very well,” Lowveld 

police spokesman Inspector Moatshe Ngoepe 

told Sapa. Charges of culpable homicide are 

being Investigated. 
Reflloe Masla (28) of Green Valley In Acorn- 

hoek was belng rushed to Tintsoale Hospital at 

2 am on Monday. When the ambulance arrived at 

the hospltal the ambulance doors were open and 

Masla had disappeared. The driver retraced his 

journey and found Masia dead on the side of the 

Yoad. Her unborn baby was also dead. 

The nurse was allegedly sitting in the front of 

the ambulance during the journey. 

Northern Province Health MEC Sello Moloto 

has Instructed that the two officials should go on 

speclal leave, pending the outcome of a depart: 

mental investigation against them. 

His spokesman, Charlle Nkadimeng, said the 

departmental Investigation has almost been com- 

pleted and a report Is expected today, when 

Moloto will “be In & position to make concrete 

pronouncements on the disciplinary measures”. 

The Natlonal Education, Health.and Allled 

Workers' Union yesterday expressed its condo- 

Jences with Masia's family. L 
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