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SUMMARY OF SELECTED STATEMENTS

RE THE MULTI PARTY PLANNI NG CONFERENCE

5 AND 6 MARCH 1993

1. LABOUR PARTY OF SOUTH AFRI CA

The Labour Party opened the debate by calling for the
resunpti on of Codesa. Lewellyn. Landers, MP, was the first to
take up the seven-mnute speaker’s tine allocated. He said the

work of the ill-fated Codesa Wbrking G oup Two shoul d be
continued and the | egislation prepared by Wrking Goup Three on
a Transitional Executive Council, independent control over public

nmedi a and an i ndependent El ectoral Commi ssion should be endorsed.
2. | NTANDO YESI SVE PARTY ( KANGMANE)

Prince Mahl angu of the Intando Yesiswe Party spoke next

and backed M Landers’ call. "There can be no doubt that at
Codesa Two inportant decisions were reached. It will be
irresponsible for us not to build on such inportant agreenents"”.
3. DEMOCRATI C PARTY

The DP told the multiparty planning conference that a new
constitution must be negotiated by an el ected
constitution-maki ng body. Ken Andrew said any new constitution
agreed upon nust be referred back to all the people of South
Africa for endorsenent by way of a referendum

4. | NKATHA FREEDOM PARTY

Political power-sharing was not the only political show

in town, I|Inkatha Freedom Party’s Secretary-Ceneral Joe Matthews
told the multiparty planning conference.

"There is already a process going on, in support of an

IFP call for a federal constitution. Supporters of a unitary
state, such as the ANC and its allies, would be marginalised in
the political process, M Matthews predicted"

The | FP wanted the people of South Africa, through their

regions and structures, to submt proposals to a centra

negoti ating forum he said.

5. SOUTH AFRI CAN GOVERNVENT

The CGovernnent remai ned convinced that its time scal es

leading to the first national elections for all South Africans no
1



later than April 1994 could be kept, Constitutional Devel oprment
M ni ster Roel f Meyer said.

6. NATI ONAL PARTY

The National Party’'s Dr Dawie de Villiers said a priority

was the reduction of violence and the question of the appalling
pl i ght of the econony.

7. SOQUTH AFRI CAN COWLUNI ST PARTY

Codesa shoul d be reconvened M Joe Sl ovo, SACP Chairman
suggested. "The SACP was not |ooking for a ’'comrunist’ or
"African National Congress’ constitution, but one which united
South Africa and respected the diversity".

8. CAPE DELEGATI ON OF TRADI TI ONAL LEADERS ( CDTL)

The MPC was all inclusive according to the CDTL. It

supported calls for the installation of an "interi mgovernnent
of national unity and of reconstruction to oversee political
transition".

9. PAN AFRI CANI ST CONGRESS

The Pan Africani st Congress said the tal ks should focus
primarily (N1 a forumthat would facilitate the creation of a
constituent assenbly. The international comunity should al so
play a ’pro-active’ role in the denocratisation process.

10. AFRI KANER VOLKSUNI E ( AVU)

The Afri kaner Vol ksunie urged all parties to accept the
reasonabl e aspirations of Afrikaner nationalists, M Andries
Beyers sai d.

11. Cl SKEI GOVERNMENT

Ci skei remained committed to the preservation of regions

in South Africa, Ciskei government spokesman Mnister T Zantsi
sai d.

12. VENDA GOVERNMENT

The Venda governnent representative, Mnister G

Li egege, urged for a speedy resunption of multiparty

negoti ati ons.

13. NATI ONAL PECPLES PARTY

M Am chand Raj bansi said all South Africans wanted a

peaceful resolution to the country’'s problens. H's party

bel i eved in one South Africa and one nation but recognised
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cultural diversity.

14. Xl MOKO PROGRESSI VE PARTY ( GAZANKULU)

Del egati on | eader M nister E Ngobeni said his party was

deeply concerned by the "slide into anarchy and chaos". There
nust be a rapid return to nultiparty negotiati ons because his
party had reservations about bilateral agreenents.

15. TRADI TI ONAL LEADERS OF THE TRANSVAAL

M LC Mhiba of the Traditional Leaders of the Transvaa

told the conference rural people were tired of violence. He
expressed appreciation for traditional |eaders being invited to
t he MPC.

16. CONSERVATI VE PARTY

CP del egation | eader Tom Langl ey said a nationa

mul tiparty conference should negotiate the functions, borders,
duties and powers of nation states in the country, and this
shoul d be legislated by the South African Parlianent. H's party
was irrevocably comitted to the "attai nnent of the freedom of
our people in our fatherland under our own government ... W |ay
claimto the right of self-determination for the Afrikaner
people. We are prepared to negotiate the inplenmentation thereof.
We reject any plan to force our people into a unitary state under
a single central governnment".

17. BOPHUTHATSWANA GOVERNMENT

Bophut hat swana’ s M ni ster of Econonics, M nister

Kei kel ame wel coned the resunption of tal ks and supported

bil ateral neetings between groups to accel erate the objective of
mul tiparty negotiations, but that no one could be expected to
rubberstanp agreenents at such neetings.

We propose that an all inclusive nmultiparty conference

negoti ate and agree on constitutional principles and val ues, and
that these be put into legal draft formby experts appointed by
the multiparty conference to be passed by the present South
African government and foll owed by el ections, he said.
Bophut hat swana remai ned conmitted to it’s independence,

but the country was "keeping their options open" to consider an
alternative

18. TRANSKElI GOVERNVMENT

Transkei’s mlitary | eader Major-General Bantu Hol oni sa
proposed that multiparty negotiations be resumed to attain "the
primary objective of the adoption of a constitution by way of
denocratic elections for a constitution-maki ng body or
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constituent assenbly".

19. NATAL | NDI AN CONGRESS (NI Q)

Nat al 1 ndi an Congress del egati on | eader Pravin Gordhan

urged the absent AZAPO to attend multiparty negotiations.

20. AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS ( ANC)

M Cyril Ramaphosa said that the ANC reaffirns its

comm tment to resolving the problens of our country through
peaceful negotiations. "In particular, Codesa clearly set up
sign-posts ... the core of this scenario was the recognition
that the surest way to a legitimate and credi bl e denpcratic
constitution is to have it drafted and adopted by the el ected
representatives of the people in the formof a Constituent
Assenbl y".

The formation of a nultiparty Transitional Executive

Counci | was envi saged, which would ensure that the playing fields
are levelled and that there is a climate of free politica
activity throughout our country. This would enable free and fair
el ections to be held soon

The el ections for the Constituent Assenbly woul d sinultaneously
enable the formation of an Interim Governnent of National Unity
reflecting the desire of the electorate, and which woul d govern
the country while the Constituent Assenbly drafts a new
constitution. The achi evenents that have been recorded to date
nmust becone the buil ding-blocks for rapid forward noverment when
we resume multiparty negotiations, he said.

RESOLUTI ON

The MPC reconvened on Saturday, 6 March 1993 and the facilitating
conmittee tabled a resol uti on which was unani nously adopt ed
except for the CP. The resolution follows as an annexure hereto.
It was agreed to resune negotiations no later than 5 April 1993.
The CP, which abstained, stated that it would keep its options
open for the party’'s further involvenent in multiparty
negoti ati ons. The CP objected on the grounds that the MPC had not
dealt adequately with certain "stunbling bl ocks" such as the
arnmed wi ngs of the ANC and the PAC.

The MPC' s facilitating comrittee is mandated in the resolution
with the responsibility of organising the nmultiparty negotiating
forum which has not been given a name as yet.



ANNEXURE

RESOLUTI ON ON THE NEED FOR THE RESUMPTI ON' COMMENCEMENT OF

MULTI PARTY NEGOTI ATI ONS

We, the parties, organisations and adninistrations assenbled in
this the Multiparty Pl anni ng Conference:

AWARE of the responsibility we individually and collectively bear
for the well-being of our country;

BELI EVI NG t hat the problems of our country should be resol ved
peaceful Iy through a process of negotiation

REALI SI NG t he urgent need for the econonic devel opnment of the
country;

AGREEI NG that the resources of the country need to be preserved,
devel oped and i nproved for the benefit of all the people of this
country and for future generations;

ACCEPTING that all the people of this country and the whol e
conmunity of nations throughout the world |l ook to us to nove the
country forward towards a non-racial, non-sexist and fully
denocratic future;

NOW RESCLVE TO

1. Conmit ourselves, individually and collectively, to the
resunpti on/ conmencenment of mnultiparty negotiations within

the next nonth, in order to nove as speedily as possible
towards the attainment of our prinmary objective, which is

the drafting and adoption of a new Constitution for South
Africa;

AND FURTHER RESCLVES THAT:

2. The nmultiparty forumshall be reconvened as a matter of

nati onal urgency, not later than 5 April 1993;

3. Each participating organisation will send two del egates

and two advi sors.

4; The first meeting will determ ne

4.1 mechani snms and procedures (including chairmanship);

4.2 how to accommpdate the views of those participants

who were not in CODESA in relation to the agreenents

reached i n CODESA;
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4.3 how these agreenents can serve as a constructive
foundation for the resunmed negotiati ons process to

buil d on;

4.4 how this forumshall be structured and naned;

4.5 the role of the international comunity.

The Facilitating Comrittee of this conference will have
the responsibility of decidingrupon and inplenenting the
steps that are necessary to give effect to this

resol ution.

Al participants are required to nake an unqualified
conmtrment to this process as a pre-requisite for their
participation.



