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 Credibility Crisis 
  

"WAZULU:NATAL'S provincial legxslators and 
.some of the officials serving them ~needto pull 

! themselves together. The apparent mismanagement 
(at best) of the legislature’s business, coupled with a 

: legislative programme that-is hampered by party 
rivalries and the failure.of members to attend com- 

;v, “mittee meeti.ngs, threatens to u.ndermme democ-. 
racy. : 
- South Africa took on a system of: govemment in 

No.8190 

A.P BSOS 

1094 that was & healthy balance between centralised . 
" and regionalised democracy, adapted from, systems 

which function well elsewhere: " 
But, for such a system to function properlx all 

: mvolved have to pull their wexght 
- If provincial government were to break down (in 

national government had to take over its functions, 
the quality of -democracy would ‘be" diminished, 
effective delxvery would be badly compromised and 

KwaZulu-Natal or. any other. pravince) so that 

South Africa would bie in danger of lurching toward | 
-+the kind of: centralised, authoritarfan.state which 

the constitution-makers of, 1993 carefully avoided. 
- -Events in'the national assembly. suggest shnrtv' : 
‘comings at that level as well. 

- However, the nationa] assembly member accused : 
“'this week of grossly abusing ‘his office seems about - 

to be properly disciplined.: 
: At least the institutions of gdvernment are brin.g ‘ 

ing to light the abuses. .. ' 
‘But, the onus'is on the 1eg1s1ators national or 

  

i the democranc process. 
“sprovincial - to follow through. and réstore faith in. 
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- Corruption 
OME 20 months. after, KwaZulu-Natal's Audi- - " 
tor-General lodged & report on maladministra-.. " 

. e . tion,, corruption. and fraud -among civil .ser- i 

St 7 w7 i’vants; - at- the -pravincial ‘legislature,. the’ 
g ! i: Parliamientary Executive Board has finally recom- . :* 

- - mended that the legislature’s Secretary be fired. : - 
There is-every ‘sign.that: Robert Mzimeld is.'. 

  

        
fact, the IFP’a Velaphi-Ndloyu insists'that Mzimela - 
is suffering for the-crimes of othefs. As the -most 

< senior civil servant at-the legislature Mzimela is, 
of course, accountable for the conduct of his subor-* 

- dinates, but cértain politicians are, also under-gus- 
icion. These. include no less a.figure than the 

£ Jenku, Inkosi Bonga Mdletshe; his deputy. Willie 
« " Mchunu, and (ifi ‘an,imfi‘eflh‘»fi echo from the past 

", the Minority Front's Amjchand Rajbansi. It 
":Beyond the obvious concérn that the administr: 

“'tion of the proyincial ‘govérnment is compromis 
*. -by mismanagement and criminality, there are sev- 

- “eral worrisome ‘aspects to. the affair, Why has it 
akeri so-Jong for the' Auditor-General’s report to::" " 7.~ 

be acted-upon? Would its contents ever have come 
properly to light had the. ACDP’s ‘Joarine: Downs: := .. i~ 
not risked cehsure to bring it into the open? How is " i 
it possible thata very senior civi] servant could be 

.. on’ paid:suspension-for-more-than two years with- .-, 
* out-any. decisive:action being taken?:' " " ". 

" The ANC-has-accused: the TFP.of d_rugein,%’its : 
eet. ‘over:the matter, and..indeed:the IFP:alone " ~ 
quibbled over the sacking of Mzimela: Once again 

e suép!cions‘,arise that. legmlmors»m ‘more enthusi. /. 
astic about: political‘point scoring ‘and protecting 
-their:own furf.than’about running the provirce . 
~effectively. Too ‘many people in high places. are - ; 

“-unsuited to thé: office -they.hold and not to be” 
“:trusted with public money. All thig falls well short; 

of -the transparent ‘and’ accountable ‘governance'- 
.. which-‘is ‘supposed: to’ characterise: -democratic 

- South Africa.: ' 7w T 4 

    

   
     

      

   
               

   
  

almost literally the tip'of the proverbial iceberg, In 7. . i 
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= Ahil aimed at.: pubnc hearmgs on the ble 
gthe role of traditional lead- . - In’ their submission earlier: this 

o governance has come under * week, the LPM welcomed the fact 
“fire for its: failure“to ‘give’ women : that the'bill requires the represen- - 

. better representation. & °+tationof i women" on traditional 
 'The Landless: Paoyle s Movement councils, but: questioned how these 

3 (LPIVD this week voiced grave con- * women will be'selected. 
cern- that: the Traditional Leader- ;.-“We “are -concerned. that"if.-this 
ship _and;: Governance : ‘B issue'is left vague, the women will 
entrenches.” austomary law. wl be selected by.the ‘chiefs.and they 

- discriminates" against - wome will all be'from the royal house 
ways that deeply affect their lives, hold the group said. 

- Rural: women still ‘suffer ‘severe'. -/ The: movement, whick represents - . 
- ‘discrimination with regard to:land"" v_networks “of rural” women, also. . 

~:and.property rights; the movement " stressed that the proposed 30% reps " 
said, “It-does not guarantee equal--~ resentation. of v women in councils i is 

or.women; and’ while: the. Con- . too little. - 5 % 
stitution - guarantees- the rights  of “.:Citing examples of how custum- ‘ 
womer, it does not work in pmcnce vary law affects women, the migve-. 
in'rural areas.”” - - ment-said that, ‘in ‘most communal 

.2 The bill seeks 10 define the place .areas, women are not:allocated land ., 
and. role ‘of ‘traditional leadership ' in ‘their own right unless they are - - 
within the new.system of democra- . over ‘40- years old. There are also 
tic governance in the context of the + many cases of woren being thrown 
Constitution. Parliament’s portfoli it-of .the"house by the huaband’ ) 
committee on Provincial:and Local. - family after his death; - 

+ .- Government s “presently ‘holding o —Polmcal Correspondent 
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e Ffida){Sgbtember‘ig ZOossowsl'm 

A Ioveless marrlage 
' Nsomummlnuiguhg -ullfluolpntw- g 

  
  

Wpdldu ‘must be the abiding partner 
'ship between u\erulmxANCnlwnum g 

i Thuhr:dymmltwunuvureilly ; 
5 ullt on any commion policy or.ideological platfo) 

v Andmarnmh.mhmnnderpmmflwdd 
./ thérefore hardly come 4s a surpiise. ! 

g Mmyreuomwenomndtojnsdl’ythemal:fim 
- Certainly, the more linportant common factor that | 
mhhdmdlhme,howmwumovflmfing 
dealre to;ensure stability in KyaZula-Natal - the' 
-IFP!s homie base, Without stability, dellvéry in any. 
form would have been impossible. To that extent, this . - 

e s s cnalldonurved,nndconnnmtoserve,bflhpufls’ & 
g g 57 interests. . 

o R Bnfllflxcunung\wkrleflommm‘.Andmem- A8 o oy 
Sy ‘sons; which are increasingly finding expression in'the - 

Fe b bro-dupnbflcdam:ln.lnm(mrflym i 
S N et Throughout this alliance of convenience onefact: . 

E ‘has always been amply evident: And that relates to -~ . i 3 
- MMM‘&“WWB&GWCMM&!M e : & i i ‘ 

" ANC and IFP: [ « f 
? o Whlkthe!fi?wnmmmdxudlngovment, 

: i - therulhgpnnymndmlormhvklm-unm : 
G AT H thmhomemhnflnkuundfl?l«dummgo- 

= P suthu Buthelezi - wendwnyskepllnchmkhy 
" rusted ANC members, - 

‘Caseln poflmm(‘hfi)ppnmlmmt of tiusted . 
* "“ANC meiber Lindiwe Sisulu as depuly horie affalrs g ) 

minister. It then also installed one of its most sénior ik 
ln!el“cmeoflldflsBlflyMueflhll!dMl\efll L K 

- ‘eral: Now 1t has named snother ANC enforcer, Ms | 
" Nosiviwe Maplsa-Nqakula, as Buthelezi’s deputy. 

Similarly, the IFP has shown scant respéct for the - 
"“ANC in the KwaZulu-Natal provinclal cabinet. : - 

‘Moreremfly,flmehflomhlphseomwnder # G 
wmdmumnmembmnnlrflngwim Bt 
* thie Democratic Alliance to form ain enti-ANC: . 7 

' MMfifiz2Wmmsmeuhflw el 
ANC has Fesponded i kirid by nariing a leading " T 
whernmemNafionflhrvaswmnu i 
depiy hinister of éotrectional 5 « the second . " 20 
tmost senlot porelolio held by the IFP. This comes just .+ ", . 
days after Buthelezf was overlooked for the job of . -* - s 
Acting president this week in favour of hame girl, Dr - 

' Mmo’:mw»mmmm.ummunm, 
| Mndxfloll,flluedevdnpmmmeouldufllymlhk 
 tentative ANC-IFP.alllance, 

But it ivould be foolhardy to allow thesé events 1o 
undommnflmmpflndpllmwnlorlumv 

. tence~ mbmtymKZNhnmlhuumlmntn 
; wermsdvhg!hepnrmashlpnwvml(hqu 
mv:neitherplrty’-mmu. 
uomsuummnnsmdelevmmum!yabmall 
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'Shock defeat 

"}of DA by FF 
< THE Fréedom Front upset the: Demo- e, 
& cratic: Alliance with a surprxse 'victory . 

Cdnsa mumc1pa1 by- elecnon in Bloem- 

'fontem’s ward 23 on Wednesday . 

    

ivotes to the DA’s 11206, g 
*..The: New: Nauonal Party garnered' 

     

   

    

  

An) the ward Sapa 

    

: '-The FF’s Gert Fouché. took 1 231 5% 

552 “votes and the African Christian - L 
‘Démocratic Party, 264. In the 2000 . 
election, the DA took: 86 f-of the votet S    



_22.Sep. 

      

- rifles to.fight agamn their political ene 

  

forgolten “The ANC was ong of the organ- 

i, 'the - National Party. From- 1948 
- National Party oppressed black peoplel 

2003, 8:18 INKATHA FREEDOM PARTY. . No.8190 
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ANG IIGS helraved IIIB youth 
. “YOUNG peuple in this counlry ‘Tave beel 
“totally sold out by black political org 
sations, - especially - the . ruling - Afri 

  

     
     

    

  

he. NP .policies’ were deslgned to 
ke blacks slaves.of. poverty, ignorance 

id underdevelopment. 
Everybody remembers many state- 

mients that ‘were’ made by Nat leaders: 
by:political. leaders in different ways. Many statements were made to undermlne 
"Some left schools for the sake of the " * black people. 

hbmtmn struggle with the hope that one <.~ ‘The Nats hated us and.that still nffcczs 
day they'would enjoy the fruits of democ- "us today.So it is surpnsmg that the ANC, 
racy. Slogans such as the' ANC's “libera-" « Which led the struggle against apunheld. is 
tion first, then educntlon we:e counter- now in bed with them. 
productive.: - . This -is ‘an insult to black people If 

This 'has had a- gmal impact on’the ;- black leaders were still living that would' 
crime situation in our country. - be another. story. 

«: Lack of jobs is.affecting young people * " The ANC is.in-an alliance wllh the 
* :more than anyone else. Yourig people were New National Pacty because it wants'to be 

I power forever. The ANC ha: sold out : trained. to kill people and they were given’      
ung people.”- . - 

mies, The Inkatha Freedom Pmy has often 
~‘Those arms. have ot been remmed and .;called for the national youth ministry but 

axe now used formbbe:y and other crimes. ~ the ANC hastotally ignored such a.pro: 
" The sad thing is that those kids are now *  podal: : 

~1urge young people in lhls country to’ 
ydte_this: government out of office for.the 

e of future gcnuahons 

J SIBUSISO NTULI 
Umverslty of Zululand 

     

        

isatiops fighting the white dominiation ‘o 

: !hls CO\INY}' 
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g of resourves, vehicles, 
ASCA’I'HIN mpurtim:miarl cdlphmpsmdwumn-ba g 
ministration “and_mismanage- ~ of omissions on the part of thé - TUDM. 

+ ment of the KwaZulu-Natal legis- - Jeps]ahlz‘sch)fi'uemhvelfli 
- Iature’s resources has expressed Mzimela: 

3 lllnndxfm'w%nfhhshyl.hm 2 
‘Othérs who stayed at the htel 

despite ‘being -allocated flats - 
were. IFP MP Eliot' Vezi, -who 

-+ spent several nights at the hotel; 
m)lt\rgmnmstd'mlm 

+ . Ths- repm said -it amad 

'nnfluumflmdlmwflkwm ata 
egislature. mfldmmlheh 

“Howesver; 
report, ‘saying Shaballa, 1 : tenants. without lesises and cok- 

tlnil he had adhls lht atv ums&meflhenpemmt hcflmdmh. 
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      OUTH. Afrm-m mmpvmfl 
Slmnu abroad . during” next 

year’s general ‘élection will . 
be allowed .to vote in terms. of 
amcndmzntsmbe-dnpmd by 

sHmAfinusemn 

Commission - {IEC),. is 
Tikely tuhn!flmgrelmbwefit»v 

< for opposition political parties, as , 
amany - of -theic ‘supporters live 

; Asa@di’th:sebmighw 

    

been mong the most: vwnl in 
Cal.llngfvrth 

Patrick Chauke, the Afm:an 
National, Congress -chairman of 
“Parlidment’s Home Affairs com- 
mitteg, said three ‘categaries- of 

   

  

nvencasyntcr:wfllbefllnwedh_. 

. Laws ‘Amendment Bll!, which - 
Independent * of 

; vious elections will 
-was propesed by the 
Electoral oaly. at national " level; noi fnr,‘ 

" pravincial gove: 

    

emigrated or have ‘taken, e t i TRt 
slnpnfmherccnnmes 2 are; given-an -opportu--- ttee 5 ‘The right to.vote will be:lim: mty to exercise - their, nght 0. -concerned. about the’ number of ncdm peoplé who lu‘lzmsls- vote.”: +'; yoters.in SA who do not have ID, tered in SA and have a'residen- - l-l: pnhflflntlhe&monly bnnksmdwhnwllnotb;ab tial add:ess and:; identity abroad who - ‘réach’ pelling " stations. It 

“ i that door-to-door._visits_by.: offi- Peoplewhoregu(ererlmpre', cll.lsof!belECwfllussxs{m' 
: hdmngmbmhprnhlzmy. k 
o ““H'you checkon the voters’ « 

      
       

  

    

    

%
 , 

    

  bmth:yvfl)hen.llnwadmvma 

  

o  ing maa"pfize‘mmimm,' : ngzst:rpdyomulovut:mm -, ple..We are trying to work: with. ' : their - district -of ‘registration,-. the IEC to find ways and means 
‘though they will only be: able 1o mrmhmm!hnsepenplc," 

/ participate xlunaumfl elzc - said, ‘Business Day: 

  

     

    

   
     



  

  

10
/1
1 

p. 
No
.8
19
0 

IN
KA
TH
A 

FR
EE
DO
M 

PA
RT
Y 

20
03

 
8:
21
 

[2
2.

8e
p.

 

  

Friday September 19 2003 SOWETAN 

What 
toes the 

from page 1 

1t i  permanént body cstablished in 
terms of the Electoral Commission 
Act of 1996 to promote and sufeguard 
‘democracy.in South Africa. It s a pub- 
licly funded body and is actountable 
to_ Parliameat, but 36 independznt of 
the Governinent. 

- Tiow does the FEC work? 
The 1EC. has five full-time  comumis- 
sioners, appointed by the President, 

-~ whose brief is to deliver regular; froc 
and fair elections at al leels of goy- 
eramest: _natioval, provincial I‘Mi 

focal. This itachicved by: 
® Dividing thecountry - foto’ voing 
disticts 
.Minm;lopsuulmszmtmtu 
elections; 

Registering cligible voters; 
@ Ensuring the smooth roaviag of 
voting; and 
® Cotting, verifying and antiownci- 
ngthe resalts of elections. 
How does the IEC ensnre that 
elections yun 
The IEC s respousible foc all_the 
logistics . -of - rumning - elections, 
inchiding setting up voting stations in 
the siost remote rural areas, installing 

    

tefecommumications facilities such s * 

telephones and fax mackines, and sct- 
ting Gp a computer netswork (o link all 

. voting stations. 
‘Whiat has the 1EC achieved so far? 
1t has sucoessFully conducted two gen- 
cril eloctions. These were ‘the first 
democratic elections in 1994, and the 
1999 elections. 1t also managed the 
1995 and 2000 focal government clec: 
tioms, as well as a number of local by- 
elections. The IEC also monted an 
uniested voter registiation " exercise. 
efore the inaugural democratic elec- 
tions and fu-all, 18,4 illion people: 
registéred as voters in ine days, more 
than"80% of ‘all eligible voters in 
1A 650 voting districts, - 
THow does South Africa’s electoral 
system work? 

Pectizmeataty electioss are beld every 
five years. Anyone aged 18 aind over and 
who has zegistered on the voters” roll is. 
entitled to vo. Southy Africa uses apeo- 
portional representation voting systea 
based on ‘political paty lists at the 
uational and proviacial levels. " 

A regisiered | political .’ party 
Teceivés a share of seats in Parliament 
i direct proportion to the. muinber of- 
votcs cast for it in the election. Voters. 
don’t vote for individuals, bat for.a 
political party, which decides on fem-. 
bers to il the seas it has won. 

A I registered fo vote, and if so, 
Where? (S 
T you're o the Yotess soll; yob're reg- 
istered 1o vote. You should check the 
ol o see if you're registered and W 
‘make sure your details have been cor-. 
roctly “eolered, in - particular, that 
‘You're registered to votz in the area jn 
which you live (your home area, the: 
area 1o which you retom after tempo- . 
rary periods of abseace). 
Whmlndhwdalltfls!zrw 
vote? 
You can apply 16 register oaly i the © 
voting distict jn which you live or to 
which you regolarly retum after tem: 
porary periods of absence. 
Yuuunng)llnwh:nymmmls 

Kyunufq:‘nlmnummncm.nvnly 
Sote whea you aro 18 years 

You can regisicr at theoffice of 
your nearest mwmicipal :electral 
officer doting offioe hours. - 
How do ¥ pegister? © . . 
To register, you mast: 

@ Apply for rogistration in pesson: 
Bea South African citizen; and 

identity 
centificate. Your details will be catesed 
intothe TEC database. and, once they 
have been verified by the Home Affsirs 
Depatment; entered ngo tie votezs' soll. 

‘Where do 2 vote? 

  

Yois can only vote in thie. district for 
which you registcred; your name. will 
‘appear only on'that part of the voters 
soli dévoted to this district. 
How is the faimess of elections 
determined? 
The:Electocal Act of 1998 
specific. provision _for - accroditing 
neulral observers for South African’ 
‘election. 2 

The 1999 -election, for instance,. 
*was observed by about 11, 000 nevtral 
observers, ‘369 of whom wese from 
‘abroad. 
“The’ intempational _ observers 

inchuded. ofganisations’ sach as the. /| 
Orgaaisation. of ‘Africah Unity, the. 
European for Aftica. 
and the Souther Afiican Develop-- 
‘meat Comigmsity, 

The : United Nations - Electoral, 

  

ohservers, while the' South African 
Council of Chusies coontinated the 
Jocal observers. 

Oly organisations ca apply 1t 
TEC- 4 observe. elections.. Observer 
‘missions . comipile & report and 

* anmounce theis indings aboat the com- 
duct of the eloctions and Whether the; 

", poll was free and b 

   
  

                

   

            

    

  

   

    

   

      

HOW 70 CONTACT THE 
- IEC iN YOUR ABEA 5 

1EC hoad office : 
0124285700 or fax 012428, 5063 | 
TEC Eastern Cape 
043-708-4200 or fax m‘uznu 
[EC Freg State " 

05 401 5000 ar fax 051-4304845 
[ 
B11-644-7400 of fax 011-544. 7445 
IEC KwaZuly-Natat 
031-367-9900 or fax 031-306-098° 
-IEC Mpumatanga 
013:754-0200 ot fax 013:753-2564 
4EC Northeen Cape ;- 
053-832-5000 or fax 053-831-8095 
IEC Limpope 

015-291-0600 or fax 015-295-5609 
1EC Narth West 
018-387-6500 or fax msm—sm 
EC’ Mn Cape 

021-409:6300 or fax 021425-6416        
  

.. Ta adition, poliical partes contesing 
he clections are €ntitied to have monitors 
at voting stations’ (o' cnlut\: wmolnncs 

‘flfllmfim‘ 

Pasty monitors and obsérvrs also kecp 
awatchful eye on the covafing process after 
the close of the vote. = Victor Mecoamere 
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    nthelate 1980s there lived 
an old worman in the Kwa- 
Masha neighbourhood where 
[ grew up. She lived alone, 

‘wras for years dressed in 
‘widow's weeds and spoke to noone. 

We would see het only when she - 
lefthome to ran errands or came: 
out toharig ber washing — which 
‘sometimes included what seemed to 
e lnlatha regalia. . 
‘The conclusion was reached by all- 

‘shé was a witch, a spy and Inkatha 
‘That shewras Inkath and a spy 
‘meant something should be done 
about her. But the fact that she 
might also bea wilch complicated 
matters, as her arsenal might just 
‘havebeen too much for attackers. 
‘Thien same tirie in 1989, on the 
eve of the commemoration of one'of 
the township's struggle heroes, 
something happened. A ramout 
circulated that the old wonian bad 
been seen walking naked in'the 
streetsafter midnight, ostensibly to 
cast an evil pall over the commemo- 
ration ceremony. 
When the ceremony ran into 

Dolice harassment and bloody 
lashes, the blame was laid squarcly 
at her door. It was she who bad 
ereated conditions for the injuries 
and arrests. Afterall, she was 2 
‘witch, 2 spy and Inkatba. 

A few weeks later her body was 
found half a Iilometre from her 
Tiome, riddled with ballets. The fact 
that she had managed to evade hier 
assailants for such a distance was 
evidence, for many, that she indeed   

had. supeminm' powers that made 
herdifficulttokill. . - 
- Noone bothered to find sitwho 
Killed her. She had been a witch, a 
spyand Inkatha. Now she was dead. 

‘That was the 19805 when impimpis 
‘weze as vile as the enemy itself. Many 
would say the old oman was lncky 
10 be shot, as others met fm’ ‘more 
horrifying deaths. .. © 

‘Some were gEniine impipis, But 
others werevictims of whatone. - 
oould call “triat by ramour’. 
Thankfuliy, we have moved away 

#rom that era and its ways. We can 
now deal with aceusations ratio- 
nally, through the judicial system or 
in the reaim of public discourse. 
Orso webelieved. Nine-and-a-half 

years into.our democracy, we are 
‘back in the world of rumour- 
‘mongering and assassination by 
inuyendo. < 
. Tke the case of National Director. 
of Public Prosecutions Bulelani 
Ngcuka. In recent weeks he has been 
1he subject of 2 whispering cam- 
‘paign, whose most damaging claim 
is that he spied for the apastheid 
‘goverament. This rumour was 

  

eventually backed by document. 
sion indicating that Ngcvka might 
have betrayed his comeades in the 
dying days of apartheid. 

‘Asin the bad old days, the 
‘accusers have not proved anything 
beyond reasonable doubt. They 
simply allude to the possibility of 
esplonage based on circumstantial 
evidence, based an areport, based 
onapartheid security force   

the iberation movement and thie 
“apartheidsystem. 
“Trial by ramoin led to the deaiki of 

Juany people in the 1980s. Granted, 
‘onewas atwar and the last thing. 
‘one wanted in the same trench was' 
‘an untrustworthy comrade. Senior’ 
leadershiad called for impimpis to 
‘suffes gruesome punishment   

. Butin the process, impimpt- 
“spotting became so widespread in 
the Iiberation movement that it 
‘became self-destructive. Picking up 
‘on this trend; the security 
‘establishment developed stratégies 
toenhanoe the culture of suspicion, 
‘o divide the enemies of apartheid. 

A prominent KsaMashu youth _ 
activist was ogice picked up by the 
police and dumped outside 
Durbaw’s notorious CR Swart. 
Square on the day of 2 mass release 
of detainces. When the released 
prisoners saw him, they could only 
reachone conclusion: that he was 
there for debriefing and payruent. 
Noamount of explaining and 
protestation from the young maa 
could persuade them otherwise. 

e e SRR 
No matter how much 
Ngeuka pleads his 
innocence, the court of 
rumour has sat and 
passed judgement 

  

   
  

Tn the weeks that followed, his 
‘cinde of friénds shrank and he was. 
invited to fever and fewer mgetings. 
‘Those who pleaded bis case were 
silenced with doliops of extremoly ~_ 
<ircumstantial evidence; X 

‘He retreated to the emotionat 

safety of his own family, Ginally - * 
leaving to stdy at adistant ©* © fversty where bis - 
allowed him to continue contzi- 
bting toa cause inwhich he sa 
fervently believed. . . 
‘The court of rumour requires go 

conclusive evidenee, and from it - 
thereis no appeal. No matier how 
ot Ngeuka pleads his inriocence, 
the'coutt of rumour bas satand : - 

‘party; many will ow question his 
integrity. Stories are already 
circulating about bis real motives 
for investigating African National 
Congress Jeaders suspected of 
‘wrongdoing. 

“This stiould tell Ngcuka that hé 
‘should have stuck to the letter of the 
law, subjecting Deputy President 
Jacob Zuma to a praper court 
‘process rather than first bringing 
hiw to the bar of public opinion. 

But as the Schabir Shaik trial plays 
oat, Zuma will have 0o clicice but to 
answero this court. He cannot, as 
the country’s second citizen, ran. - 
away from answering to the public 
heserves. D 

Iu the court of public opinion, 
‘where the combatants are ut in 
the open, there are remedies. It is   

  

open to Zimsa to éxplats hisaetions 
ml.hesmonofmlmhh 
‘South'Africaus. 
hlhzmzdmwofldofspnand # 

  

very dangerous placé to resolve what 
‘may be thé most contentions issues 
10 face post-apartheid South Africa. - 

In sorting oist the Zuma/Ngeuka 
mess, we should eonsider retreatiog 
tothe legitimate institations the 
democratic order bred and gave 

Steponulmldbefnr}hmkx 
to'treait Zuma ashe would any 
sopused against whowtthere is 
prima facieevidénce. . - 
Steptwo would be for Zamato 

cooperate fally with the investi- 

’] his name opceand for all. 
 Hewill also have to call to heel that 
mmmml“fl 
tohim seems s00ddly intense. They; 
160, will have to play by the bool. 
‘The battle must be fought out in 

well-it roorhs by visible antago- 
nists, with clearly defined rules of 
combat. What we cannot afford is 
a retreat to the barbarous methods 
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