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BOSS CHIEF'S KEY
DETENTE ROLE

e Forged links
MASUE vith Kaunda

ignored

By J. H. P. SERFONTEIN
SUNDAY TIMES Political
Correspondent |
GENERAL Hendrik van den Bergh_.\'
of the Bureau for State Security (Boss), and
. his senior officers played a major role behind
the scenes in master-minding and executing :
By J. H. P. SERFONTEIN the plans which led to the dramatic break- General Hendrik van den

h L e . -
THE RECENT controversial speech by Mr Ben Schoe- ;l;:llzgkfrli:a South Africa’s relations with Bergh.

man, th_e. former Minister of Transport and Deputy
Prumg Minister, in which he criticised the Govern-
ment’s move to seek co-operation with Zambia, did

(3 4

e ————————

activities against South

not appear in a single newspaper of the Perskor In particular, they play- ica.
group because of strong Cabinet pressures. ed a crucial and direct 3 "gorcter made it clear
This intervention is part of and Oosterlig, deny having role in pulling off what in his personal message that
an intense Press war be- received such a request. seemed the impossible — South Africa desired peace,
tween the two big Nationalist Transvaal Nationalist and ;. hi f an under- that it wanted to_co-operate
£Ub115h1ng companies, Pers- Press sources now claim that the reaching O : with Black Africa, and that it
or and Nasionale Pers. Mr Botha’s “omission” was standing with Zambia. * could offer a lot in terms of
It appears that Nasionale part of a clever strategy to @ Though all details of the economic and other assis:
Pers newspapers either did discredit the Perskor group. topilevel secret negotiations tapce. - . .
not receive such a request or Mr Schoeman is still chair- are not yet known, these  However, he also made it
ignored it because they gave man of that group. The de- facts clearly emerge: clear that if Zambia backed a
prominence to the speech. clared aim of Nasionale Pers @® Several negotiations, 1ins terrorist offensive, South
Beeld, the new rival of the is to force all Cabinet Minis- volving people from Boss, Africa would defend itself
Transvaler, carried it on the ters to resign from Perskor, the Foreign Affairs and In- with all its might — and

front page, but the Trans- which has six on its board i i 1d have to suffer
age, N s § S : departments and Zambia wou
valer did not carry a word. This clash between the two {ﬂﬂ“ﬁﬁi‘ﬂe ser?tor, took place. the consequences,
Apparently Dr Hilgard Press groups should be seen ial Boss operation The timing of the mes-
Muller, Minister of Foreign against the bitter competi- ® The cr&llcd ith the grea- Sage was bnlhant. It came
Affairs, a director of Pers- tion between the Trans- was hanl 1 g tact and SO- when Zambia was facing seV-
kor, spoke to the editors of valer and Beeld, the new- test dip ."maﬁ’ which wiped eral serious internal prob-
the four Perskor dailies—the ly-launched Nasionale Pers phistication lems (see report on FPage

: i der of

‘aderland, the Transvaler, daily. out the tragic blun hie: - 150): :
fstad and Oggendblad. _ At its launching Nasionale threes years 8D “ﬂﬁ;o;e" This began the chaip of
They were asked to ignore Pers boasted that it would strategy Was 9 f zam- events which led to Mr Vors-
the sptee'ch‘ because it had have a circulation of at least r{)pesment SR i s"e""gh md“t‘ﬁ Sgn:;? ‘t)irtl:
come at a very delicate stage 25000 more than tha e : i October 23, and the crama
and could have done irrepar. Tramsvaler within thtes @ Directly involvel, I ime acceptance’ of his hand of
able harm to the hush-hush months. However, it is com- ﬂ‘;ﬁi:ttgfte%iyr Sorster, who friendship by President

diplomatic negotiation - mon knowl i : aunda three days later.
}’\lveen South Africa andSZah;;i- far shcr%‘zfe{‘tgetatll‘];ett‘mem 3 ‘“fi;‘é‘ Eﬁf‘iﬂgﬂiglg?&;ﬁye KAI‘ter 1E:hat d;velbqpment. a
a. en © © high-ranki ambian emis-
For the sake of national First round I am told that the final MSHTATINE otoly™ visited
interest they agreed not to unofficialunderstandiNg ‘g e, “agrica. More visits
report the speech, under the , 1tS circulation is estimated with Zambia was Teacheq  G..o" gyhsequently exchang:
mpression that the Nasion. L0 be between 20000 and within weeks. od- ed.
ale Pers newspapers would 30 000; the Transvaler’s is Of course, this was prec Apparently, Mr Vorster
do the same. 55000 .It has apparently lost ed by efforts over more thall . oo™ rooeived a message
I understand that Mr P, W, 7o readers and expects sales a year involving a wide > from President Kaunda,
Botha, Minister of Defence ©0f 80000 by the end of trum of contacts, including through General Van den
and Cape leader of the December. Thus nothing influential Americi Souacesf Bergh's communications sy-
ationalist Party, was sup- c¢ame of the expected walk- Apparently, at ﬂf‘e (félnergl tem, the day before he made
posed to have conveyed the ©ver and the confidently September, one © his important policy speech

request to Nasional predicted collapse of the Van den Bergh’s most‘seni‘or ica in the Senate.

of which he is a d:zr%ctl{:?rs, Transvaler within six men was sent to Zambia with on})ﬁg:? }:ﬁe Zambian inde-
Newspapers in this group, Mmonths. a mef;-‘;.a«‘-’-ef.r;ﬁ{‘,;fo ‘::Ee.g:}:,t- pendence celebrations, three
the Burger, Beeld, Volksblad way"Seee soRammissorss " A e abigue, and talk in days later, President Saunda

in circles about a Zam- informed Mr Vorster that he
g?g-t;;‘;licgoa;vc “agree- would respond directly to the
ment” concerning terrorist speech.













I
5 §

cratic societies

In an interview with the
SUNDAY TIMES he spoke
of a host of subjects, rang-

i

a free Press to the Water-
gate scandal and the Mid-

dle East situation. :
Mr Salinger told me it was
apparent that the growing
hostility towards the Press in
democratic societies was
coming from two sources,
governments and a large
body. of public opinion which
was developing an antipathy
towards the Press. :
~ “We have seen increas-
ingly frequent efforts by de--
mocratic  governments to
uzzle the Press by res-

attacks on the Press in an
effort to intimidate them,
“This results from a fear
f the Press on the one hand,
and, secondly, a misconcep-
ion of the role of the Press
in a free democratic
adversary

“If you are really going to
have a democracy it is essen-
tial to have a free Press
because a free Press guaran-
tees a flow of information
which is highly necessary for
the judgments that people in
democracies have to make.
© “A . free Press must of

necessity be an adversary of
the government, I don't

ing from the necessity for .

trictive legislation and open.

¢ o Ay

Fear, misconception
By RAY SMUTS
PIERRE SALINGER, White House Press
Secretary during the Kennedy-John-
ston administration, said in Durban
this week that attempts by govern-
ments fo muzzle the Press through re-
strictive legislation resulted from
fear and a misconception of its role in
‘a free democrafic society.

Visiting South Africa for the first time,
to make the annual Press award of the Stel-
lenbosch Farmers’ Winery, Mr Salinger, 49,
now roving editor for the French weekly,
L’Express, spoke of his deep concern at what

he termed “a world-wide phenomenon” —
growing hostility towards the Press in demo-

mean by that that it has to
be hostile, but it cannot al-
low itself to become an ad-
junet to the government. The
minute it does its freedom
vanishes.

“All you have to do is look
around the world today and
see those countries where
the Press is an arm of the
government to realise that it
is no longer free and that
that government is-no longer
a demoecracy.” !

The attitude of the public
towards the Press was “a
more subtle but maybe more
fascinating phenomenon.”

“As we live in an increas-
ingly complex world, prob-
lems appear terribly complex
to people. In fact, to many
they appear insofuble, and
once it has been determined
that a problem is insoluble
many people don’t want to
hear about that problem any

more.

“The Press, and this may
be more true of radio and
television, becomes an insis-
tent reminder that the prob-
lem exists, and people fhen
turn against the Press as if
they were the instigator of
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Press was “a blow at-the
very idea of democracy.”

Asked for his views on the
English Press in South
Africa, he said it seemed that
it was “quite insular”. It was,
not surprisingly, very
wrapped up in its own pro-
blems.

On South Africa’s racial
policies, Mr Salinger said: “It
would be most foolhardy for
me to come down here and
try to tell you the solution,
but I make this judgment
that the present system can-
not survive.

“It is artificial, and even
the most thoughtful South
Africans who currently sup-
port the Government’s policy
have misgivings about the
ability of that system to
survive,”

sential
Salinger

Mr Vorster’s recent “give
South Africa six months”
speech had been welcomed
abroad, “but people are still
sceptical and want to be

 shown that the Prime Minis-

ter intends to put into effect
a number of policies which
will earry‘out the spirit of
that speech.”

Mr Salinger also spoke of

dialogue between South °

Africa and its Black neigh-
bours, saying: “It seems to
yme the central question is
that if South Africa is in fact
seeking detente with its Afri-
can neighbours what is the
price these neighbours are
going to ask for detente and
what price is South Africa
willing to pay?

“These seem to be the
essential questions. While it

‘is not an exact parallel, we

have seen in the evolution of
detente between the United
States and the USSR the
aggressive action by Con-
gress to slow down detente
until certain commitments
were made by the Soviet
Government on the emigra-
tion of Jews and others from
the Soviet Union. :

“Now you can very Wwell
see a set of conditions being
put on detente between
South Africa and its
neighbours.”

Commenting on efforts to
have South Africa expelled
from the United Nations, Mr
Salinger said he disagreed
with such a move.

“The whole idea of throw-
ing countries out of interna-
tional bodies is a mistake.

> behind moves to muzzle papers

You can completely despise a
system in South Africa and
at the same time you have to
realise that if you are going
to have real working interna-
tional bodies, it has to in-
clude the whole community
of nations. !

“If you are going fo have.

any kind of dialogue at inter-
national level you have to
accept your enemies as well
as your friends.”

Referring to the Watergate
seandal and the man whose
reputation went down the
drain — Richard Nixon —
Mr Salinger said he felt that
the timing of President
Ford’s pardon of the former
President had been ‘‘unfor-
tunate” in that it came so
soon after he had  relin-
quished office.

ee Press

“The pardon left people
with the impression that they
were witnessing another cov-
er-up of the real facts in the
Watergate case.

“I don’t think there was
any percentage of Americans
who .wanted to see Richard
Nixon go to jail. I don’t
think there was any feeling
of revenge but the general
feeling was that the early

- pardon of Richard Nixon

might shut off some avenues
to finding out about parts of
the Watergate story that we
may not know.”

It was too early to judge
how Mr Nixon would go

idown in history — “but my -

own judgment is that Water-
gate will be the story finally
written about Richard:
Nixon.

the problem.” 3

Mr Salinger, predicting]
that these combinations of
attacks would become more
insistent, stressed that any,
effor by any government to
repress the freedom of }he
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Mr Pierre Salinger . . . deep concern at growing hostility to
- wards the Press in democratic societies. Picture: BARRY COMB







Economlc power — last bastlon to

speakmg adult in uth
Africa in 1974 is a city-

dweller aged about 41. Taken
as a group, half of thgm are .
under 37, two-thirds are mar-
ried, a- ﬁfth_ have not been
married and the rest are
elther mdowed or - divorced.

There are 1 487 250 Whites

- in South Africa today whose
~home language is English —
844 750 fewer than the Afri-
‘kaans-speaking community. Only
669 011 of them are economical- -
compared with
Afrikaans-speaking
people who are not economically
active. The figures in both cases
include housewives, school puplls

~ly  inactive,
1175 063

and children.

.~ These are some of the fin'dings of
Professor Hilstan Watts, Professor of

Sociology at Natal University, in A

fascinating “Social and Demographic,
Portrait of English-Speaking White

South Africans.”.

Profesor Watts' analysis is based
especially by
Market Research Africa into English-
speaking South Africans and a parallel
survey of Afrikaans-oriented South
Africans both of which were organised
by Professor Lawrence Schlemmer of
the Institute of Social Research.

on several surveys,

The average level of education, in-
cluding post-school training, for Eng-
lish-speakers is 12 years — Standard

'10:or its equivalent.

“The Afnkaners differ only slightly.

 While they have about the same aver-

age age, they have more married
people (threequarters) and a slightly
lower average level of education —
11,25 years of education, or about
- three-quarters of a standard less.

The vast ma;orlty of English-
speaking White adults are South Afri-

can citizens.

The survey showed
that only 15 percent
were not citizens; of this
15 percent five percent
thought they would
definitely not become
citizens and a further
two percent “probably
not.” The rest were
either not too sure or
felt they would become
citizens.

There is a ratio of 94
men to 100 women in
the .  English-speaking
community, compared to
97 men to 100 women
for Afrikaners.

Threequarters of the
English speakers — an
estimated 909 000 — live
in the cities, a fifth in
the towns (218 000), and
only five percent
(64 000) in villages.

Cities were defined in
the survey as com-
munities with more than
20000 Whites, towns
had between 2000 and
‘19999 Whites, and

villages had under 2 200
Whites.

Highest
level

Historically the
English-speaking Whites
were mostly an urban
population and today
they are almost entirely
so. About 95 percent are
now living in urban
areas. But the Afrikaner
has experienced a
dramatic rate of wur-
banisation — from 478
percent in 1936 to an es-

timated - 88 percent in ;

1974.

‘Despite the evidence .

of the 1960 census —
results of the 1970
census are still not
~available — the 1974
sample survey -

ducted by Market

.Research Africa

“strongly suggests that
English-speaking Whites
are still predominant in
the more urban areas.”

i

rapid: “The 1974 sample
figures show a more

" rapid change than I had

expected.

“This suggests that
whereas until fairly re-
cently  the English-
speaking Whites in
South; Africa held the

almost virtual monopoly -

of economic power, they
are now already having
to share it, and the day

“is not far distant when

not only will they have
lost  political power

(which at the latest they

lost in 1948 when the
first entirely Afrikaans
Cabinet took office), but
they ‘will lose control of
important seétions of
economic power.”

One in six English
compared with more
than half the Afrikaans

blue-collar workers are .

in the civil service, and
considerably fewer
Afrikaans women work

- than English-speaking

women.

. About a quarter of
the English-speaking
South Africans belong
to the Church of the
Province of South

~ Africa, one fifth are

Methodist, and “over
one-sixth” are Roman
Catholics. The Jewish
tradition accounts for
about one in 12,

Asked how often they
went to church, two-
fifths said they hardly

- ever went, one in four

said they went every
week, a tenth said they
went fortnightly, and 14
percent said monthly.

By BRENDA ROBINSON

than Afrikaners.

Officebearers in
English-speaking institu-
tions, and English com-
munity leaders come
from many and varied
backgrounds. But they
tend to be Anglican or
Jewish and are less
likely to be Catholic or
Dutch Reformed.

They are more likely .

to be fairly frequent
churchgoers, better
educated, more likely to
have gone to a private
school and to have come
from an above-average
status home. They will
be older, married, and
will have lived long in
the community they lead
or have been bred there.
Their family is more
likely to have come

~ from Britain or Eastern.

Europe.

They are likely to be
bilingual and have a
fairly high socio-

/economic status. They

are also likely to have
lived in a big South
African or British city
before moving to their
present residence.
Seventeen percent of

. English-speakers could

not say when their an-
cestors arrived in South
Africa,
believed they had come
before the start of the
19th Century, and 46
percent thought during
the 19th Century. Fif-
teen percent tbougm
their ancestors = were

' 1820 settlers.

eight percent

Po ll‘all
of an
English

speaking
South
African
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among Asians, English
is spreading as a home

ge. "
Professor Watts comes

~ to the conclusion that

the spread of ability to
speak English among
Whites, Coloureds and
Asians is faster than 'the
spread of Afrikaans.
Only among Africans do .
census: figures show a
more rapid growth in
the proportion able to
speak Afrikaans. -

Taken as a whole,
concludes Professor
Watts, English-spéaking
South Africans as a
group come from the
most culturally ad-
vantaged home back-
ground of any ethnic or
sub-cultural group in
South Africa,

Ever since psycho-
logical testing of -
abilities has heen used
in South Africa, English-
speaking Whites, as a
group, score higher on
average  than the
Afrikaners or any other
ethnic group — due, he
believes, to the greater
cultural advantages in
the average English-
speaking home rather
than to any differences
in basic mnate ability.

The potential
influence of English-
speaking Whites is in-

. creasing because of the
-spread of the language

to other ethnic groups.
— and this means they
have a greater oppor-
tunity to spread ideas
and values than ev&r

- before.

L
Protessor Hilstan Watts . .. “the men wer(
not being entirely truthful” = 5%,

bt Whereas until ialrly recently the
English-speaking Whites
~ Africa held almost virtual monopoly of '
economic power, they are now already ;
having to share it, and the day is not
far distant when not only will they have"
lost political power, but they will lose" “'
: important  sections ol‘
eoonomic power R

in South»;m
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