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IFP struggling to retuin control of KwaZulu-Natal

" ANC plays the pied piper as
politicians change their tune

Xolani Xundy
Political Correspandent

T HE  Zulu nationalist
trum, which once hid
some people in KwaZn-
lu-Natal dancing in unison as
Inkatha Freedom Party (I1°P)
leader Mangosuthu Buthelezd
played, isiosing rhythm,

3x days inlo a period allow-
/ing MPs and MPLs {0 cross the
' floor without losing their seats,
the party finds ftself in a
quandary as it struggles 10 re-
t@in its hold over the province
and the coveted premiership.

Party members in  the
KwaZulu-Natal legislature have
been made to sign pledges
declorlng their loyalty ay the
Alrican  National Congress
(ANC) juggernaut Icaves ng
slone unturned In s attempl
ta wrest control of the provineg
from the JiR

Following the defection of
former IFP member and edy-
cation MEC Gabriel Ndaba-

ndaba to the ANC, Omie Singh
from the Democratic Alliance
(DA) to the ANC, and the res.
Ignatlen of former 1150 MY,
Theresa Millen 1 form hey
own party, the balance of pow.
ur in the provinee is tpped In
favour of the AN,

This leaves the IFP with 33
seals to the ANC's 34, The DA,
which is a coalition pariner of
the IFD bay six: the United
Democratic Movement  has
one and lg likely to vaote with
thelkFp

The Minority Front and the
New National Darty, buth ANC:
ullies, huve two and three seats
respectively, The African Chris-
ttan Democratic Party has two,

This means that” the ANC
needs only two defections 1
govern the province and indj-
Gations wre thit the party is
spending sleepless nights (ry.

" Ingto lure IFP members,

JEP spukestnun Reverend
Musu Zondi snys: "We've got
proof thut senior ANC teuders

- are talking to our members,

something which Is threaten-
ing to destroy our relations.”

He says (he 119 will “spop
uside” should the ANC ke
control ol the provinee. 'The
U1 will focus it energy on
prcpuriuf for next year's gen-
cral electlons,

Polltical analyst  Aubirey
Matshigi believes the chinge .
in the halance of power in e
province will harm relatjons
between the (wo ‘partios a
hoth national and provincial
levels,

ANC spokesman Miholephi
Mthimkhulu refused 1o be
drawn into whether the party
woukl get the two members fi
requived to mke control of (he
provionee.

“The 1FP s Increasingly
becoming  Irrelevant  for
progress in Kwazulu-Natal," he
said. “The IFP has surely
reiched its sell-by-date, 1t iy
only a matter of time before it
cluses shop.”
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