To: Anni e Berrezoug

RM DCl - 1568

UNETPSA

New Yor k, NY 10017

From Abbey Chi kane

31 Andrew Street

Apartment # 20

Manchester, N H @GB14

Dear Madam

Thank you for awarding nme a UNETPSA sohol arshi p,on a rei nbursabl e
basis by the UNDP. Wthin weeks fromnow | will be conpleting a
Mast er of Science programin International Comrunity Economi c
Devel opnment. I CED i s a fountain of valuable know edge fitting
squarely well into positive political devel opnents toward a new
di spensation in South Africa,wth an urgent need to address
econom ¢ devel opnent issues.Once nore | thank you.
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Madam | want to share with you a terrible pain that | went
through in acconplishing this degree. A pain that shook ny
conmitment and determ nation to further nmy studies.A price |I had
to pay in achieving this degree.

while in Africa,| unequivocally stated that ny dreamwas to

do a juni or degree (Undergraduate), because | want to be educated
and not to be certificated.1t is indeed unfortunate that the
person | talked to is no nore in the scene. However,| feel | need



to reiterate ny position to the United Nations.

After a long and tedious attenpts by the then UNDP resident
representative,to Nam bia, M. David MacAdans,together with the
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resi dent education officer, M. Visapaa Reske - Nielsen,| was
accepted at Queens College of the University of New York for at
bachel or’ s degr ee.

My previous studies and ny |ife experience were 1

consi dered, i nstead of four years bachelor’s degree,| was all owed
to do it in tw years.Even though | had a |letter of acceptance
and an 1-20 nunmber 0812006 from Queens Col | ege, whi ch was i ssued
because United Nations had agreed to sponsor me at this college.
For reasons beyond my conprehensi on sonmeone decided ny fate.
Inlife | have beconme a victimof circunstances and a

product of a painful political struggle.Wen the Apartheid regi ne
i mposed Bantu education (inferior education) and inposed
Afrikaans (a | anguage only spoken in South Africa) as the medium
of instruction,instead of English.l,together with my coll eagues
nmobi | i zed Soweto students to boycott this educationa

system Rightly or wongly we declared that ,"Liberation before
Education" is our notto.

Al | studied thereafter was political Science,a tool to

di smantl e the whol e status quo. Though the consequences of this
notto remain to be felt in the rate of unenpl oynent and
illiteracy in that country I amproud that the systemwe %
chal | enged vehenently,is collapsing. W renmain responsible for
redressing the | egacy of this bitter struggle.

Today | amreenerging fromthe "abnormal" world to the



"normal " world. The world of equations,statistics and finance. To
evaluate the validity of political or econom c devel opnent

pol i ci es you need basic understandi ng of denography, quantitative
and qualitative anal ysis.

Recently | wote nmy accounting exam and though | did not

fail,l did not performwell.Again | wote Miltinational Corporate
Fi nance and again | did not performwell.There is nothing
difficult in these courses,but | panicked.lt seems we are trying
to strike a bargain with no guarantee that I will finish ny
doct or at e.

| amtherefore hunbly appealing to you,to allow ne not to

junp stages and proceed to a well designed renedial program
before a doctorate. Pl ease include in your plan a 15 nonths
renmedi al program enconpassi ng the foll owi ng courses;

- Maths |

- Introduction to Cal cul us

- Maths 11

- Calculus 11

- Statistics

- Quantitative Analysis

- Economics Statistics

- Econonetrics

- M cro-economics



- Macr o- econorni cs

It is cruel of anyone to throw ne into a situation where | am
going to study with American students who are well grounded in
foundation courses and expect nme to enjoy ny studies.In fact this
tendency can destroy ne for ever.

Pl ease share this pain with ne!

Si ncerely yours,

Abbey Chi kane.

(23 April 1992)

c.c

- Dr.Mchael Swack, (1 CED), Director, New Hanpshire.

ANC, Uni ted Nati ons Representative, New YorKk.

.Dr . TlInggvnbeki, (BIA) ,Director,Johannesburg, South Af rica .
UNDP, Resi dent representative, Lusaka, Davi d MacAdarns.



