
African National Congress
51 Plein Street 
Johannesburg 2001 
PO Box 61884 
M arshalltown 2107

Tel: (Oil) 330-7000 
(01 1) 330-7067 

Fax: (011) 336-0097

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL

INTERNAL MEMORANDUM

DATE

TO

28 January, 1999

Cde Mavivi Myakayaka-Manzini
NEC Sub-committee on International Affairs

From Febe Potgieter 
NEC Co-ordinator

Tel
Fax

SUBJECT

(O il) 330 7073 
(O il) 336 3719

MATTERS ARISING AND DECISIONS OF THE NEC 
22-23 January 1999

Dear Comrade Mavivi

The National Executive Committee discussed the Report of Officials and NWC to 

the NEC, Vol. 1. The NEC decided that your sub-committee should prepare for 

discussion in the NWC and NEC on the following:-

1. The issue of ANC membership of the Socialist International

2. The proposal for the ANC to host a meeting of progressive parties and 

movements of the African continent.

Kind regards
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F A C S I M I L E  D O C U M E N T

Mr L N a id o oSpecial Assistant tu ihe Speaker 
Office of the Speaker National Assembly 
CAPS TOWN
(021) 461 9462
Linda Howes Routa AA83Department of Foreign Affairs
(Telt (012) 351 0711)(Fax* (012) 351 0868)

11 March 1599
V I B I T  BY D E L E O A T X O W  0 ?  VBB  P A I i B S T I N I A N  
JvJSOX S L A ?  f  VE  C O U N C I L  i R S Q U S  S T  F O R  M E E T I N G S  
W I T H  T H E  DRPUTi T P R E S I D E N T ,  D B P U l Y  M I N I S T E R  
DF  P O R E I 3 N  A F F A I R S » P A R I / I A W 5 N T A R Y  P O R T f O U l O  
C O K H X t T f i B  ON F O R E X  ON A F F A I R S ,  B T C .

Dear Mr Naidoo
Thank you for agreeing bo assist the Department of Foreign 
Affairs _ in arranging meetings for the Palestinian 
Legislative Council (plC! delegation -with the Deputy 
President and the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affaire, as 
well ae an opportunity foe th® dalegebion to brief th# 
Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Foreign Affairs apokcaperoono of thou® political
parties represented in Parliament.
As discussed telephonically with Ms Hoosen this morning, 
the fouuB ol the aforementioned meetings has changed and 
taken on a very definite political dimension. The 
Palestinian to South Africa, Mr 3 El-Iter £i, has
informed the Department that the PLC metnbers wish to brief 
SOUtn African political leaders on the iaeue of S^ilestinian 
statehood, which President Arafat is due to declare on 4 May 1999,
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By way of background, I am forwarding a copy of a letter of 12 February iyyy (and annexure) addresntid by the head ot 
the Palestinian Observer Mission to the United Nations (UN) 
to South Africa'b Permanent representative to the uw. Ambassador El-Herfi has indicated that the text of the anne>cure will form the basis ot the flu delegation's 
briefings.
Thank you again for your assistance.
Yours sincerely

Deputy Directori Levant
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PERMANENT OBSERVER MISSION OF PALESTINE TO THE UN Ref. MI.361/99 
12 February 1999
Your Excellency,

As you knew, the five-year transitional period 
stipulated Cor in the Declaration o£ Principle® o£ 1993 and 
in the subsequent existing Palestinian-Israeli agreements 
will <jouie lo eu* tud v t i 4 May 1999. A« »uch, the 
Palestinian side faces a situation that requires taking decisions that will affect the future of- the Palestinian 
people. The significance of this matter also requires a sharing of our thoughts on chis important unit ter with as 
many friends as possible.

I am pleased to enclose a paper, entitled < 19&9 1 
Th* Bnd of the Truhoitien&l Period and P ■ X* * t i nj, *n Option*, 
for your consideration and, possibly, that of your colleagues as well. Of course, the paper does not try to 
offer all of the answers, but rather, is an attempt to open a serious dialogue on the matter.

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my 
hiqhest consideration.
(signed)Dr. Nasser Al-Kidwa AmbassadorPermanent Observer of Palestine to the United Nations
MAy—4^-----l<Lqq.i... Thfl F.nri—of. r.he Transitional Period arid
Palestinian flptione*

In 1993, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and the government of Israel reached agreement on a mutual recognition and a Declaration of Principles on Interim 
S e l f  -Government Arrangements (t>0P) , both within th®
framework of the Middle East peace process. The DOP 
ctipulafcee for "a transitional period not exceeding 5 
years, leading to a permanent settlement based on Security 
Council rooolutiono 242 (1967) and 338 (15)73).M

The basic idea, of coursc, wao not a wow one, W t  the
dop did represent the first time that the Israeli and
Palestinian Bides ceached such an agreement. Following the 
DOP, the two sides concluded partial implementation 
agi'eomanta, which then superseded by the interim
Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip of „J995- The 
Interim Agreement outlines the details of €fie D-year 
transitional period, which began upon the withdrawal from 
the Gara SLiip and Lht jeziuhu area and which is to end on the 4 of May 1999. The last agreement concluded between
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the parties is the Wye River Memorandum, reached at Wye 
River on 23 Octobet 1998, unrter which the two sides again agreed to "immediately resume the Permanent Statue Negotiations on an aecel&r«t®d basifl and will make a determined effort to achieve the mutual goal of reaching an 
agreement by 4 Mc*y 1999."

It is clear, then, that the 5-year transitional period 
will unambiguously come to an end on that date - May 4th 1999, Unfortunately, it ia nlao clear that the two aides 
will not be in a position to conclude a final settlement by 
that date as a jujsault, I Relieve, of Israeli non-compliance 
and procrastination. The question then arises - what could or should be done by the yotleptinian side on this important 
date?

It can be argued that the Palestinian people have the right, atter undergoing the agieeU-upon transitional 
period, to take the mutual recognition, combined with Security Council resolutions 242 and 338 to ita logical 
destination - independence and statehood. In any case, and as a matter of principle, the Palestinian people have 
inalienable rights, including their right to self-determination, which are based on international law, the Charter of th* United Nations, and on relevant U-W- resolutions. Theae rights are not dependent on and do not 
emanate from the existing Palestinian'Israeli agreements- Moreover, given the state of affairs of the peace process 
and the elapse of the transitional period, it seems justifiable tor the Palestinian side to take steps to 
realize those rights.

PalftKtinian disci a ion a aimed at the realization of the above-mentioned rights will be made by the relevant Palest-in-i an hniH psr anrt, in the final analysis, by them alone. Any such decision cannot, however, be labelled a "unilateral set," an i nvftn h*»d and vague term which eeetue to describe actions which are not fully consistent with the terms of the Palestinian-.’r&r*<?T i I f , any
Palestinian actions are taken after the end of the 
transitional period, then they clearly are not inconsistent 
with those provisions. They will not violate the agreements and will be perfectly in line with international 
law. to the contrary, the threatened Israeli response, if 
carricd out, would be o violation of the crux of the Middle 
East peace process and of the mutual recognition between cho two aides. Purfchcsr, it would be an additional gcoeo 
violation of international law and is expected to bevehemently rcjcctcd by the international c o m m u n i t y .

Let uo now tpry tq ermine closely the di££cr<5̂ fe optiona 
available to the Palestinian sidfc on the 4< >• of May and the ramifications q£ those optiona. The first option ia to do nothing. What is meant here, of course, is the exclusion
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of any meaningful Palestinian actions entailing legal and political ramifications. Indeed, some partite are advising 
the Palestinian side to do just that. Their arguments in
favor of thio option are baoieally ae follows i cuch 
Palestinian action would destroy the peace process, would 
provide the Israeli government with a pretext for taking 
extreme countejr-rafasurea and, finally, would have a negative impact on Israeli elections.

II taken, however, this 1 do-nothing' option will 
effectively mean & Palestinian surrender of the realization of their rights to unilateral Israeli will wltli elo lime 
limit. At best, it would lead to an unlimited transitional period and, at WOEBt, a wilful subjugation of Palestinian 
rights. Piny future Israeli government, headed by Likud or even i^bor, would realistically abuse such a situation to 
the maximum. Another problem with this 'do-nothing’ option 
ia that, as some argue, with the end oc the transitional 
period, the existing Palestinian institutions linked to it would also come to an and, thus creating a legal and 
political vacuum. Theoretically, at least, the whole situation might even revert back to the status quo ante. 
In addition, this option would cause, I believe, some serious problems for the Palestinian leadership among the 
Palestinian people, who were promised and expect specific 
actions. Finally, I believe that this option would benefit 
Mr. Netanyahu and the Israeli right during the election campaign. The ’do-nothing1 option would be portrayed by 
Mr. Net&ny&hu as a victory achieved because of his policies and as proof that the Palestinians, like Arabs in general, 
respond only to such policies.

The second option available to the Palestinian side is to postpone' taking any action. in reality, this option 
would r.r#*t* *y«rtfc.ty the samp, situation resulting from the 
'do-nothing' option. The argument, nevertheless, is as 
follows, a postponement' rtnftR not close the door to any 
possible Palestinian actions at a later date, such as after 
th» Israeli elections or after a few month*. Th#. pr'nblftm
with this option is that the success of such actions at a 
later stage seems largely unir#alistic . Any future date for 
action chosen by the Palestinian side might be considered by the international community as an arbitrary choice. 
Many parties, wanting to avoid taking difficult decisions, 
would prefer to ofcrongly pressure the Palestinian. aide to 
be even mere patient. Nevertheless, that option will be advocated by aomo, at losiot oirt.ee it -will toe hard for any 
Palestinian to go along with an outright public
1 do-nothing1 optioA.

The third possible option io a mutual extension of the 
validity of the transitional period for a specific period 
vf Lint*. This option could have been the best option for 
both the P&lestinieui and Israeli sides, had there been

|| I III Hill l I I
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reasonable implementation of the existing agreements. A 
few months ago, the speaker thought that the situation was 
most probably headed in that direction, while understanding that the matter would be subject to many bargain©, 
pressures and counter-pressures. The problem, however, 1s 
that this option has become increasingly difficult Qiven 
the actual and complete cessation of the implementation of 
the Wye River Memorandum and, of course, the negotiations 
on the permanent status. The timing of the Israeli 
elections, which seems intentionally set beyond the 4th of 
May, makes such bilateral agreement on the extension all 
the more difficult. Soon, there will not even be a government to reach such a deal with.

The fourth and last option available to the Palestinian 
side is to take concrete actions towards the realization of 
statehood and independence. The actual results of this 
option will depend largely on what these actions are and how they are taken, with all the necessary attention to
details. But it seems that, given the Palestinian 
inability to impose a different situation on the ground, a decisive element here will be the position of the 
international community and the degree of international acceptance or recognition of those* Palestinian actions.

The question then becomes - which option should be 
pursued by the Palestinian side? It seems that the
'do-nothing' and the 'postponement’ options' aresignificantly dangerous for the Palestinian side and should 
be considered 1 non-options’. Option #3, to extend the 
transitional period, has become unfeasible under the
circumstances intentionally created by Mr. Netanyahu. Moreover, if artificially undertaken, this option may be 
harmful to the Palestinian people and the Palestiniancause. i f  all of the above is true, then the Palestinian 
side is left only with option #4. The Palestinian side
ought to take actions of a legal and political nature, thus
creating different dynamics and preparing for a new stage.

Under this option thera exists a range of possible 
specific actions, which require greater Palestinian 
consideration and serious thought. The question
effectively becomes what can be done within option #4 and 
not outside of it? In this respect, regardless of what is decided, certain things should be done- For instances, the 
facts and realities should be explained to the^aleetinian 
people, to the Arab states, and to the rest of ‘the world. 
We must build a Palestinian consensus, for this is . not a tactical matteri Vfe must solidify the Arab front and we 
must rectify the current impressions that the Palestinian 
side is threatening to take "unilateral actions” and that the Palestinian side 1b just waiting for an opportunity to opt out o£ the p**ce procfese. Both, of course, are false
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characterizations. In addition, we must also make efforts 
to «xplain th* fact# and realities feo fche Israeli people.

S e c o n d ,  w© should tak« into consideration the £act that 
the Declaration of In.d4pendfcn.ee of Palestine was already proclaimed by the Palestine National Council (PNC) in 1988 
and the fact that there already exists wide international recognition o£ Palestine. As such, we are not starting from 
zero. Third, our commitment to the peace process, to the 
uiutucil njuoyaiLion and Lo the peaceful settlement of the conflict should be reaffirmed as a matter of policy. We 
must call upon the yuvesiuwenU lcj eolv* Lheremaining problems through negotiation, with the aim of reaching a treaty between Israel and Palestine. Lastly, wt* must take care hot to give the Israeli Bide any pretext for violent reaction.

in the last period of time, if anything, the 
Palestinian side has succeeded in making the Palestinian State an inevitable, coming reality for all the parties 
concerned. In actuality, part of the current struggle is taking place over the terms for the creation of that state. The present situation imposes a dilemma upon the Palestinian side, but it also provides for a challenge and an opportunity. We must be careful not to undo any achievements or thwart that opportunity.

TOTftL P.C7
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Abm cd Qmrie (Abit Ala) 
ItoJSgfete

* Fluce of W rtb! Abu Deis -Jerusalem- Palestine
4 Datt *if birth 1 1937
* H v«»rs in Hanking until 1968 when he devoted his timu completely 

in th& FATAH Wovnnont-
* He was family involved in the "FATAH** Movement from it>; irarly

iKigliuiitiifj* u» » member of it* Revolutioiwy Council u:\ut ne wvut 
oktied a member pf its Central CornmirtM in 1989.

* Ho playvri a vital role ip the cstabluhMent of SAWED (PaJfatlii# 
Martyrs Work* Sooiaiy ) and has served as its Director Gciwr*! Sinec 
1970. Us objective *wis to help Manyr* funUU* in f.nditjg 
•mploytnent and hi was instrumental in establishing several 
Palestinian Nauonal lnadtulions v.g. PBlctrinian Mowing Catmci). 
Pabstutiau Central Buroau nf Statistic, Credit Institution* arui othvr 
itH].n«t«tU institution*.

* Momber of the Palestinian National Council
* D iracs Oeneral of the i^epartanent of Economic Art'.iifs a:td 

Pfoimiu)}. m th* FLO llnce 1983 end Economic Advisor *.o the 
I*ttwidem nt th* PLO.

* Huj chief editor of “Sfimeti AMktisadi" Magwinc that i? fceuee* >»y 
SAMV:0.

* Governor of Puleitlne for the Islamic D&vekpxuent Bank since i V8X.
* Member of the Board of Oovtrnora of the Palestinian fccmtomit 

Council ibi Dtv»)opmwi and Rtcnnstnittion “PECDAIV' sinew ii.s 
establishment,

* l l i t  D e la te  Mentfiai Director of the Puterfniao fcooortik- 
CouocO for Devedopuaaox and Reconstruction "PECDAR* Kinc*: its 
•arablUhrnam untU 1996.

" MH>iet<r of Economy and Trad* - Minittcr ofloduatry Patertlnian 
NiUvnai Authority,

* Me«b«r of the Board of Trustee* of The Piltttiniui Kawicimk Policy
Row-arch iuttitui0(MAS) «ince 1996.

* Ocacral Co-ordintfor of the Palestinian Deltgnihmft to the 
Multilateral Working Groups of the Peace Ne&otUtion,

* Hoad o r  ihu PaiecHnfiin Delegation During the Oslo S’cwct
lsVgotiaiious ' ?

* Jlcwl ol the Paieirtiriian Delegation for the Economic 
Negnthuion with isrwjl in Paris.

.09

(a )  t I f  / A  ) ~ in £ ts 1  S f  i O'/s.
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* Head of the PaJwtiouin Delegation lor the Interim
A^ceroent Negotiation.

* Head or the Piktestinlan Side fbr the Monitoring and Steering 
Committee for Implementing the Interim Agreement

4 Head of the PaJesliaiWi side of the Joint Palestinian Israeli 
Economic Committee.

* Head of the Palestinian side of the tripartite American *
Palestinian - Israeli Committee for the establishment of th? 
tndu'tfriHl /.ones. 7*

* Supervisor for preparing the "Programme for Development
of the Palestinian National Economy M (1994-2000) the 7 . ;„
mohi important Economic Development Programme 'in 
Palestine which vw  prepared by the Pepartment jof ( ■
Economic Af3Wr$ and Planning of the PLO. ,

* Head of the Palestinian Delegations in many Arab. Islamic 
and Interititmai seminars and conferences,

* lie negotiated and singed several economic, financial and 
technical agreements with many countries, Islamic and 
Intentional Institution* and Organisations, Bank* and < , 
Financial funds on behalf of the PLO.

* Ho succeeded to establish and maintain solid working 
relationship with leadership and national Institutions in 
ludustxialiscd and the Third World countries with the aim to 
secure continuous economic support and assistance to the 
Palestinian People during its struggle for its right to *elf 
determination.

* He was elected in Jamwy 1996 for the Jerusalem 
Constituency ft the first Palestinian Legislative election*.

♦He wa$ cicctcd as the Speaker of the first Palestinian 
legislative Council in March 7th, 1996.

•He was elected In Much 20th 1997 for the second taro at the 
Speaker of the Palestinian legislative Council

•He was clccted in March 1* 1998 for the thirt usm av the 
Speaker of the PalesUniau Legislati ve Council. ^

♦He urns elected in March 7* 1999 for the fburtb term as the 
SpcuVcr of the Palestinian Legislative Council.

■v “'.•r
(
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HASAN A SFO U R

Date utBMh : 1950 Abakan - Gaza Strip 
Married + 2 daughters.

ffdncatiftfl:
♦ BA in Agrleulturai Engineering - University of 

Baghdad - Iraq
♦ HA in Souial Science ~ Moscow.

19(><M 994 ; Member of the Communist party 
IW -. .WW: Member of the executive Commission of tbe 

General Union of Palestinian Students (GUI’s)
1S84 - presen t : Member of PNC 
122fcs mmx\ : Member of PLC 
1987- 1991 : Secretary General of the Palestinian peace 

and Solidarity Committee.
1^91- 1.994.: Secretary Oenera! of the Palestinian * Israeli 

Negotiations Follow-up Committee.
1994-1996: Director Qeneral - Department of 

Negotiations Affairs.
1226:1998 : Coordinator of Palestinian * Israeli 

Negotiations Aftairs.
{ m i n : State Secretaty,

Political AchJcvoment*:
♦ Member of tbe Palestinian team to the secret 

negotiations in O&lo.
♦ Member of the negotiation team for the: Gaza* 

Jericho Agreements, Interim Agreement. Hebron 
Agreement, Wye River Agreement

♦ Member of th# tigering and Monitoring committee 
with the Israeli side.
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Jtiyad Mihmoud Abu Amr
CwiUtuonty: ft ft f a  C«ty 
Ktrftfcl 8U1ubi Sln̂ l#
K4tJQa«**«i: Ph.p. *  t’n l M  $c* no*
R **htonc«; Guu> * AkSh»j*'teh * Mur>ftur Street 
Profestiom Unrv̂ rî y Ptt/f$$sor 
Numtor ofVrt««; W i t  ..
IMmK tn ComtHv*f>cy*. Stth 
fW k ta tf (rujep«nct«nf
Ottitr Potftfeftat Ph«irtfk»n 9f polttfcal cwnmfttw, rn*mbw o/ evwci#* •<*) hum*n righto commit**

■I "'-T •nritpfitfte' - mW* ■ ■ *• l'
.•vi**'-'
• •;*•< '•
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Mil? 9H 7IV »r- to

H I HO. 3426412

t i  c

ClMfUCUUfM VtTAC

m s ,sm
N*nw i Marrwen Ho&ftlb Al -  fcerghouthy.

i

PUttk Of OVth : Copir -  ftim9lt*li
Date of Birth : Juno * * 19$ 9
Mlffall ; V|0iri«d
Nymbw of fthiWr«n : Pour

WslittSsUisiiKm
M Z e ii ( t o m m y

Master in intemetloraf Relations 
BA in History Pofeiical Sctehc*.

MUssalHî rv |
< im pflw td  hv the ksraetf Authority for ii* v«?i« m 
h Admlntetrat̂ BDoWnWwiforilxmomhs,
< fclett«d as H«wl ofkhc student’s council In Bfr-ZtK. Unlvwslty hit i»wn? 

ttinni,
*< PepurtfcJ to Jordan m I W ,
* Cwn« b#ck home M IV94
<  fW ltd  mtmber *r the ty ah  Revolution OovncK.
< M *m b*f«fH w ^totW «nH itlonil Council.

. < <JMnC?tf( SmrtfMry Of the Supreme Co/nmtllfif in i m  Wcsl ttmK. 
4  M wnbr or p**rtinfen UtgHMrth* CouncB.
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12 M aroh 1999

m m m

Speaker F. O lnw ala
Convenor: NEC Sub-Com m ittee on Legislatures and G overnance

C O M M O N  ST A N D A R D S O F  G O V E R N A N C E

Y our f ix  dated 8 M arch 1999 o n  th e  above-m entioned refer*. P lease be advised that inform ation
pertaining to the Few State Legislature Is as follows:

1. Housing

N o housing o r  housing allow ance is provided for,

3. Travel

Tile policy of the Free State Legislature provides for tho following:

A ir-F a re

a) Every M em ber o f  the Legislature, excluding th e  Prem ier and M em bers o f  the Executive
Council, a re  allocated 12 return (24 single) a ir-tickets per annum.

I?) Tickets m ay only be used fbr dom estic air-fkre,
c) T ickets m ay be converted into cash for trips actually undertaken to  destinations w hich

accom m odate a  seat o f  Parliam ent or Provincial Legislature. This m eans tha t ticket* may 
only be converted to  oash to  C ape Tow n, Johannesburg, K im berley, East London (nearest 
a irport to 3 isho ), D urban (nearetf airport to Ulundi/PmbX Petersburg , N elsprult and 
M m abatho.

P r iv a te  C a r  R en ta ls

a) In cases w here a M em ber prefers to  drive to a  destination and requests tha t a  vehicle be 
rented for chit purpose, the oost o f  an air-ticket is calculated and that am ount is used to defray 
expenditure arising from  car rental. O ne return air-ticket i* then deducted from  the M em ber’s 
annual allocation. T he difference between such actual rental costs and the M em ber’s credit, is 
the responsibility  o f  the M em ber eonocffied.

Train/Rail " f

a ) Provision is m ade for 4 single tickets per Member, excluding d ie  Prem ier and M em bers
o f  the Executive C ouncil, per annum.

___________  &  051 -4071100 (FAX) 051 - 407HS7_____________
Private Baq/Prlvaatsflk/MoKotlB wa posa X20561 BLOEMFONTEIN 9300
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b) The whole allocation m#y be converted into 1 additional return air-ticket, provided that 
none of the quota for rail was used.

Bus

a) Provision is made for 4 single tickets per Member, excluding the Premier an<l Members o f  the 
Executive Council, per annum.

b) The whole allocation may be converted into l additional return air-ticket* provided that none 
of the quota for bus was used.

Taxi

n) Provision is made for 4 single tickets per Member, excluding the Premier and Members of the 
Executive Council, por annumv

b) The whole allocation may be converted into ! additional retum air-ticket, provided that none 
of the quota for taxi w u  used.

3. NCOP

Special delegates arc paid a standard S & T allowance. (Refer to Category One of S & T 
allowance payable Inside the borders of the RSA) No special allowances are paid to Special 
Delegates

4. S & T  Allowance*

Two categories are applicable.

Category Ooe: $ & T  Allowance payable inside the borders of the RSA
(Determined by Rules and Order* Committee)

a) R84.0Q per 24 hours or pro-rata to the number of hour? actually spent outside the borders
of the municipal boundaries of Bloemfontein.

b) Paid only in respect o f official duties undertaken.

Category Two; Daily allowance payable outside (he borders of the RSA

a) A s determ ined by the D epartm ent o f  Foreign Affairs,
b) Paid only in respect o f official duties undertaken. (Please twte that the purpose and

arising financial implications for all International visits to be undertaken by Members, 
exoluding the Premier and MECs, must be approved by the Rules Committee prior to the 
actual visit.)


