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BothCongress and Reagan
'Erred in Sanctions Debacle
f, By Philip Geyelin
WASHINGTON—Much has been
’ made by the Reagan administra-
tion of the awful blow that President

’3 power and restige would suf-
fer ' a Republican te overrode his
veto of congressional sanctions against
South Africa. The New York Times was
not alone in its analysis: “The action.
was a major rebuff to the president, one
he sought to avert as he prepared to
meet . .. Mikhail Gorbachev.’
‘. Now it is true that the overwhelming
House and Senate majorities to override
(and the breadth of Republican defec-
tions) would be a big rebuff to any
ltlu'eltident,themoresotoonewithso
'tfletimeleftinhisseeondtemEvena
presidentaspopularasRonaldReasan

iAfliesmlmIilwlytotaIw'

  

mabehardputtoreeoverhisbalance
mghiscommandoverCo ess.But
thenonsequitursintherest theread-
ingofthiseventares '
-- Leave aside the quesnon of whether
Mr. Gorbachev can make heads or tails
of the Mbleiathat the adifngisstratilg;
and Congress, wmadeo . .po'
in South Africa. The impressions Mr.
Gorbachevhas taken away from Iceland
are much more likely to be based on the
president’s handling of different and
more immediate U.S.-Soviet concerns:
arms control, human nghts, regional
flisputes- donwhateverhemay
havededucedfromtheoutoomeofthe
Daniloff-Zakharov affair.
-. The administration must know that

, the heavy'sisnificanee of the sanctions
debacle lies not in how it played in
IcelandbutinhowitplaysinSouth
Afriea—inwhat the black majorityas
wellastheirwhiterepressorswillnow
make of American policy. When Sena-
tors Edward Kennedy, a Den'iocrat,’ and
Lowell Weicker, a Republican,
nounoed that “America stood tall’ in
the override votes, could it have escaped
the notice of South Africa and ndghbor-
in; states that the president of the Unit-
ed Sufi withfall his cgnstitutiofnal re-

po' ,wasleftstandingverysmall?

eiytfié’lations Committee, Richard Lu-, the l' l . . eon-
gressi eat of the president of the

' ,jasawayofsayingthat

 

    
e foretgn 'cy for our

com 5 doesthat eavethepres-
ident the legislation?

‘Smate majority leader.
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override as a “feel-good” vote and Sena-
tor Lugar himself supports the override
largely as a symbolic signal to “put the
United States on the right side of histo-
ry,” the South African foreign minister
has flu: some ground for complain-
ing t ~‘ 0 reason or argument could
have stemmed this emotional tide.”
Theissuehereisnotwhetheranyset

of sanctions will further the aim pro-
claimed by Senator Kennedy and other
supporters of sanctions: “Apartheid

haps universal punitive
fimm would force Southhcfifrica’s

te wptanacists to change ' ways.
But laggard allies are unhkely to take
their lead from a US. Congress bitterly
at odds with a US. president And the
circle-the-wagon mentality of the Afri-
kanets does not lend itself to punish-
men:l by outsidets. Stiffenet: resistance
can] polanze' and inflame e opposmg'
forces and hasten the terrible end that
both sides in the Ameliean debate insist
%seeking to avoid.

. He,then, sogndgswellasself-
servmg) arguments or e '
policies. There is no argument for a US.
non-policy conveyed to South Africa
andtherestoftheworldviaacongres-
sional oven'ide of a presidential veto.

Congress is hard] blameless. Senator
Dole is not about the part played
by domestic pohtical imperatives. But
the suggestion that the administration
“sought to avert” the override ignores
thelittleit didtoheadoffashowdown
months earlier when Mr. Lugar and oth-
er responsible Republican senators were
working hard for an accommodation to
save the president from himself.

Last July, Mr. Lugs: and Senate inter-
mediatiesweteshownthedraftofwhat
stmckthemasareasonablespeechby
thepresident thedaybeforeitwas tobe
delivered. The next day they were dis-
fled to find that White House aides

loaded it with anti-sanctions decla-
mations and scare talk about Commu-
nistsand terron'stsinthe SouthAfn'can
black opposition movement.
With the White House and the State

I t at odds and till;m
incapab eof achievmg' asta e ' '
tration position, mediation between the
two branches became ' '

their differences in favor of relatively
milder Senate sanctions. The president
stillRlséhetoedthg’e mcelasureJ S

t a ear . . government
' to South Africa was scrambled.

override may have done damage to
the president’s prestige at home. It may
inflict marginally mote damageon the

licyfou- Soulth Africa. -. k;
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