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' Leon resubmits DA‘proposaIs on AIDS Iépidemic'

DEMOCRATIC Alliance (DA) leader
Tony Leon has called on govern-
ment to follow its promise of rolling
out anti-retroviral drugs to prolong
the lives of HIV/AIDS sufferers with
“real deeds”, He repeated the DA’s
2001 proposals to help government
speed up the process. These includ-
ed the removal of VAT on AIDS
drugs and all the medicines on the
essential drugs list; legislation to
amend the Patents Act to permit the
production of generic antiretroviral
drugs; and the declaration of a na-
tional AIDS emergency, which
would, in accordance with interna-

TonyLeon

tional agreements, allow patent rights on life-saving drugs to be
bypassed. Leon said these measures were still worth cabinet’s

consideration. Hopewell Radebe
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sWLet’s make the
-Aids plan stick

ail & Guardian readers can be excused for fecling a little

puz2led by developments In the government's HIV/Aids

policy last week. “Thabo, Manto deepen Alds row’, M&G
posters hellowed on Friday. “Governmoent nets on Aida® other medin
assured us a day later.

Hoth were on the mark. Prompted by mounting concern about the

. potential election fallout, and driven by enlightened ministers, there
was & Cabinet U-turn on drug treatment for Alds sufferers. But as last
week's Alds conference highlighted, deniallsm persists, For this
reason, it is essentlal to ensure that the proposed national treatment

. plan actually takes place and that, as far as possible, its implementa-
tion is removed from the suffocating hand of the denialists.

How does South Africa ensure that the heel-dragging that followed
the April 17 2002 “about-turn” does not repeat itself?

The first requirement is “earnest money” — without an upfrant '
government funding commitment, nothing will happen. By the end of -
Scptember, the date by which the Ministry of Tlealth must produce an
operational plan, the government must have publicly earmarked a
budget for at least a year of the national treatment programme. This
must cover the cost of the national management framework and the
programme implementation unit proposed in the Treasury-11enith
Department task team report, In the form of the R3-hilllon Alds
contingency fund annonnced by Minister of Finance Trevar Mamuel
{11 UHI8 yrar's Budget sperel, the inoaney 16 ying in government roffers,
walting to be used.

Though abused by denialists to stall and obstruct, cost concerns are
legitimate. Drug prices have fallen significantly, but a national pro-
curement team, including non-governmental interest groups, must he
set up an griiekly aa poraibile 1) negotinte the lowest prnible drng

- prices, irrespective of patent status,

" Amajor difficulty confronting the plan is treatment education and
counselling. Iere again it is critical for the government to welcome
and ereate space for the widest possible spectrum of knowledge and
experience. The point Is that Alds activisis, and health workers and
professionals of conventional views, should no longer be viewed as
political mischicf-makets out to undermine government — their
cooperation will be pivotal to the success of the treatment plan,

Perhaps the most worrying feature of the task team's report js ita sug-
gontion that ot liing shobld happren for a slx-month peeiod while gy,
emment gets ita ducks In arow. As this deadline falls after next year's
election, the fear must be that the treatment plan will alip down the
agenda, In any case, such a delay fs simply unwarranted if sufficlent
political will exists.

By end-September, & range of public hospitals and clinics should
have been identificd where the treatment programme can kick off
pretty much at once. These should include the numerous private
facilities where anti-retrovirals are already being administered. These
centres should be expanded, and the invaluable experience they have
gieaned disseminated throughout the public health sector.

The government has taken an important step forward, and deserves
praise for this. But as In every area, it is South Africans’ democratic
responsibility to help the government to remain true to its word,
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*We have buried comrades

‘in the past who have been
‘ashamed to publicly use anti-
‘retroviral drugs.” — anonymous
.African National Congress merpber .
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Verbatim

#1 think this is going
to translate within
months into many
lives saved ... There
is a long hard road il
ahead and at least we've now
embarked on it.” — Nelson
Mandela, on the government’s
announcement on providing
anti-retroviral drugs “~




15.Aue. 2003 956 INKATHA FREEDON PARTY o NoB03T P 815
| SOWETAN Friday August 15 2003 |

Shaka was
a fermmst

By Phindlle Xaba

KING Shaka was hailed as the trail-
blazer of women re-energisation, what
could be referred to as the modern day
male feminist at the King Shaka
Awards launch at the Gold Reef City.

Princess Ntombizosuthu Zulu, one
of the threec Zulu princesscs who have
initinted The Lcgacy of King Shaka
Projects, and chicf executive of the pro-
ject, said she has great respect for the
legendary king.

“Men like King Shaka were willing
and able to use women's positive
energy for the collective good of
humanity, During his rcign there were
three distinct women who were recog-
nised as powers behind the throne, his
mother Nandi knBhebhe, his aunt
Mkubayi kaJama and his partner Pham-
patha,” she said.

All three were later named as chiefs
of their own groups. :

Cultural activist and playwright
and member of the board Duma ka
Ndlovu said this type of history has to
be taught in schools.

“Unless we recapture and redis-
cover our heritage, we are n doomed
nation. Let us learn to find what we
have hefore we borrow from others,”
Ndlovu said.

Also at the launch was Credo
Mutwa who stressed that whatever has
been taught to Africans by white colo-
nialists was distorted.

“King Shaka was the unificr, he was
a visionary who wanted to unite
African tribes”.
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Osop()]itiki besifazane mabazibambe

MHLELI: Njengoba ama- ngenxa nje yokufuna
gembu akha uhlu Iwabazo- ukungena ephalamende,
“ngena emaphalamende, . Zibambeni nje, uma
bekungakuhle abesifazane ufanele wukungena ohlwini,
ke babambe isimilo. uzongena ngaphandle -
Sekukaningi sibona izinto kokuzehlisa isithunzi.
ezinyantisayo lapho abanye S Modise
besifazane belahla izimilo Ethekwini
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Ufakazi uchaza
ngokubulawa
;koweN katha

.. NONHLANHLA SHANGASE
. ONGUFAKAZI wenkantolo othi

Echaza ngokubulawa kukaMnuz.
Nash Ngubune, ufukozi uMnuz
Ngubane uthe bafika emzini ka-

wayekhona kubulawa izikhufu ze-

. Nkatha ngezikhathi zodlamec lwe-
zepolitiki ngo 1995, uthl uMnuz
Russel Ngubo oboshelwe Jamacalu
wakha itulo lokuba ahulawe ukuze
kungabi khona ozobnmgi)mg:.

Abamangalelwa sebebonke ngo-
Mnuz Ngubo (42) waseNaplerville,

cMgungundlovu; uMnuz Velaphi

- Donald Khumalo (34), wakuMaza-
mbane Road, KwaCaluza, eMgu-
ngundlove; Mnuz Thuluni Exce-
ltent Xaba (30), odonsa ngelinye lo-
kubulala; Zwelihle Howard Dia-
mini (34) wakwa J-1166, KwaMa-
shu, eThekwini; Mnuz Dumisani

- Solomon Mshengu, (owaziwa ngo-

* Mzi) waseMgodini Location, oM-

gungundlovu noMnuz Thamsunga

© Obedient Mamela (38) waseNup-
ierville, aMgunsundlovu.

" Kuthiwa babulala oMnuz Nash

i.  Protas Nguban¢ noMnuz Amon

. Zwelikude Mshengu ngezikhathi
ezehlukene.

UMnuz Nhianhla Ngubane ongu-
fakazl wenkantolo, nowabe eyi-
phoyisa, utshele iNkantolo eNkulu

aseMgungundlovu kuleli sonto u-

uthi washayelwa ueingo nguMnuz
Xaba naye ongummangalelwa, fu-
thi owayeyiphoyisa,

* Uthe uMnuz Xuba wayemcela u-
kuba bazokhuluma ngokubulawa
kukaMnuz Nash Ngubane, isikhulu

" se-IFP eMpendle.

Ukumbuiata

Uthe wamtshela ukuthi bona o-
Mnuz Xaba babefuna ukumbulala
angafakazi ngoba base bezwilo u-
kuthi abaseshi babemnxenxa ukuba
abe ngufakazi wenkantolo.

Ufakazi uthe watshelwn nguMnuz
Xaba ukuthi oMnuz Ngubo baba-
kha itulo lokuba abulawe ngoba
kunguyenn uMnuz Ngubo ayehgi-
methembi ebantwini ayekade enabo
kubulawa uMnuz Ngubane. Uthe
kwamethusa lokhu, wacabanga u-
kuthi nakho ukubizwa nguMnuz
Xaba kwakungenzeka kube ngeli-
nye lamaghinga okuba abulawe.

nuz Ngubane bazichaza njenga-
maphoyisa. Babehamba ngemoto

yamaphoyisa. Uthe uMnuz Nguba- .

ne wiphuma nesibhamu ebavulela.,
Ufukazi wavezs isitifikell sakhe
subuphoyisa, wamceln ukuba asibe-

ke phansi isibhamu uMnuz Ngu- -~ -

bane, aveze ilayisensi. ;
Wakwenza lokho, baghubeka base-

-sha-endlini batholo esinye isibha-

mu abangayltholanga ilayisensi ya-
50, base
makangene evenini bayomphonsa i- .
mibuzo mayelana naso. ¥

Uthe bahamba naye baya kwenye
indawo lapho abafike bamdonsela
phansi cccleni kwemuoto, bamphoga
ukuba alale ngesisu. :

Uthe uMnuz ?ubo nguyena owa-
vilcla kugoula Inhtumvu kuMbuz
Ngubane, nabanye abamangalelwa .
badubula, bamshiya efile.

Uthe yena wadubula ngalesi sibha-
mu abe esithathe kuMnuz Ngubane
esasingenayo ilayisensi. -

Uthe ngakusasa bezwa ezindaben)

ikuthi kwakukhona isikhulu sc-IFP .

esasitholakale sifile, futhi kwakuso-
Iwa ukuthi sasithathwe ngamapho-
yisa ekhaya.

Ufakazi uthe ngosuku olulandelayo :-
uMnuz Ngubo wamshayela ucingo,
wambonga ngomsebenzi owawuha-
mbe kahle. Waphinda wamyala u-
kuthi angalinge ayixoxc lc ndaba,
:gilho kumngani wakhc osondele

ang B

Omunye owethule ubufakazi pha- .
mbilini kuleli cala uMnuz Mphe-
ndukelws Skhosana otshele inkon-
tolo vkuthi uMnuz N|‘ubo wameela '
ukubn amsize ckubululeni uMnuz
Ngubane noMnuz Mshengu.

the babuye baxabana noMnuz .
Ngubo owamxosha lapho ayehlala
khona czindlini zascjcle, T

UMnuz John Wills omele uMnuz
Ngube uile uMnuz Skhosann wi-
xoshwa ngoba ezume ukudlwengu-
ta indodakazi kaMnuz Ngubo.

Uthe kodwa bubuye bezwana ngo-
ba uMnuz Skhosana waxolisa, wa-
thi wayekade edakiwe, ¢
Liyaghubeka.

bethi kuMnuz Ngubane =
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~meeting !

_called off

TONYCARNE

- rmreee)

tal groups in KwaZulu-Natal are
worried that business lobby:
groups are working -behind the'
scenes to water down environ.}-
mental protection laws they see!

« - asa stumbling block to econom-}

ic expansion projects. ‘

The concern was reinforced.
with news that provincial:
Environment Minister
Dumjsan] Makhaye and busi-’
ness and Industry groups were
planning to meet at the
Westville Hotel in Durban today
to discuss environmental
impact assessment (ElA)!aws.

But - the
meeting has
been . post-
poned indefl-
nitely, dppar-

resen
Makhayb.' i MAKHAYE
the Chemical and

T Allled Miustries Association
» . had all Beén given time. slots to

.. address. the" Workshop. while

%" only a limited number of. envi-

ronmental wuﬁchdor ;roupl

I.ast yeay, former- pro\vlmhl
environment minister Narend
smgh raised the possibility of -

streamlining” EIA regulations, ;
while Durban Growth Coalition

. co-chalrman John Barton also " e,
complained that saveral devel- .

opment projects in the Durban .,

! area were being delayed for envl. ;
5 ronmental reasons,

On the other hand, groups :
such as the South Durban
*  Community :
. Alllance say they have lost confl- ,
dence in provincial government . .
.. offlclals, who have rejected only -
“one EIA application over the

:.pastﬂveyem

" COMMUNITY and environmen- - D€nial

But Sarah Allan, who man.,
ages the provinclal ElAprocesa.
denled suggestions yesterday -
that there were attempts to':
. weaken green dmlopment
laws,
“This is not the case at all. We
are trying to encourage busi-:
ness to incorporate environmen-

: tal authorisation into thelr deci-
sion making at an early stage -

rather than frying to lmposo
unreasonable time frames on un
at the 1ast moment.”

Allan said the EIA process

; often took more time because of

- the need for administrative jus-
‘ tice and to givenﬂbctedpnrtlua
: fair chance to respond.

| “"Communities were
lspeciﬂcally invited to the .
i(Westville) seminar as it Is .
'geared to the business and
industry sector to encourage

- them to Incorporate the need for - " - -
environmental authorisation
. Into their business planning.”

She eaid another seminar was .
planned for August 23 for com.
munities, non-governmental _
organisations and clvic associa-
tions, but that was also can- ris
-called yesterday.

Environmental .~ .

not,A
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. A SOUTH African map-maker

_+ has started work on a major pro-

+ ject to plot the spread and distri-

..bution of HIV/Aids in sub-
Saharan Africa.

Though researchers have
detailed statistics on HIV/Alds,

‘tho mapping profgct by academ-

ic'Ray Pillay could add a new
and important visual dimension
to help understand the progress
of the disease. -
Pfllay, a cartographer and lec-
turer at the University of the

- North in Polokwane, said he

hoped to use computerised map-

ping and geographic informa-
- tion system (GIS) technology to

produce HIV/Aids maps of
Africa, Botswana,
Zimbabwe and 10 other African
countries,

By presenting complex data in
a visual format, policy makers

- could benefit from a more readi-

ly understandable picture of the
disease at national, provincial
or district level.

“Many people don't like to talk

" about the ghastly consequences
. of HIV/Aids, but maps could,
. for example, predict whether
" there are enough hospitals and
.. 'clinics in the worst-hit areas,
~and even if there are enough
.. cemeteries to bury the dead.”

“In five to 16 years, this could

: " have catastrophic proportions
. 'in some places.”
Pillay, who will outline his

. "5"‘Cartographer to
‘re-map Aids data

No.8037

B TR S
AN
L T .

proposals at the International -
Cartographic Conference in .
Durban this morning, noted ..
that sub-Saharan Africa was the

current epicentre, with more

than 23million cases of -

HIV/Alds at the beginning of
To put this into perspective, he
said, 70% of thé world’s HIV
infections were located in an
area which was home to just
10% of the global population.

Computerised mapping tech-
niques could yield vital clues
about HIV, including the pres.
ence of localised “clusters” or
entirely random distribution
patterns.

Pillay said recent research
suggested that Aids claimed

5500 men, women and children )

in Africa every day, yet there

were important differencesona

country by country level, by gen-
der and age,
KwaZulu-Natal had the high-

est prevalence rate (about 32% .

of people) while Limpopo

appeared to have the lowest

prevalence (about 13%).
Using data from the South

African Department of Health .

and the United Nations, Pillay -

hopes to “re-map” HIV/Alds
data which goes back to 1997,

“We need to see what it Is '

doing. Where 1s it moving? Who
is affected most, men, women or
children?”

The scale and duration of the

project will depend on funding. -

P. 10/15
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SUSPECT APPREHENDED WHlLE ON DUTY

Policeman klllmg
colleague arrested

XOLANIMBANJWA -

85-YEAR-OLD .police

* man was arrested yes-

terday in connection

with. the killing ‘of
KwaDukuza police captain
Vincent Khuinalo, who was
gunned down while on duty on
Tuesday night.

Members of the Serious and
‘Violent Crin.es Unit In Richards
Bay arrested the. suspect. while
he was on duty in Eshowe,

Poilce spokesman Jay Naicker

said the policeman was taken in

for questioning ard “would be

formally charged within the-

next 48 houra",

Khumalo played a pivotal role
as a "peacemaker” between the
‘Maphumulo Taxi Association
and the Stanger Taxi Asso-
ciation because of a feud over
routes and the use of the
Stanger taxl rank.

KwaZulu-Natdl ©  Transport
Department confllet manager
Themba Gumbi sald yestérday
lt‘haﬂt Khumalo's ' death

a

vaffected negotiatjons™

reearding the taxi vlolence
“His.death is a
needed a person

t Joss, We
him. He

- was able to get.all partfes to the

negotiating table,” he.said.
“He succeeded when there
was conflict between. the

. Mandenl and Stanger taxla and

he was going to succeed with
mh mud'n

Khumalo, 36, was in uniform
when he was shot three times.

Tenslons ’

-Naltker *  repeated . that
Khumalo's murder was proba-
bly not linked to the takt vio-
lence which has claimed 10 lives
In KwabDukuza in the past two
weeks. TR

“At this stage there is no indi-
cation’ that the murder s con-
nected to the tensions in the taxi

Andustry in KwaDukuza.”

Howaver, Nalcker sald police
“suspoctedd” that more arrests
were to follow.

Meanwhile, in an attempt to
resolve the féud within the taxi
industry in the area, the Kwa

: qulu Nﬂtal Department of

Transport, KwaDukuza Muni-

-cipality and the northern police

services met at Durban Central

. police station yesterday.

Provincial Tranaport head
Kwazl Mbanjwa said: “Because
of the mounting loss of life and
the sensitjvity of the fssuein the
area we will not divulge the out-
come of the meeting as yet”.

He sald “major” problems

had been identified during the '
" meeting.

'l‘he outcome of the high-pro-
file meeting, which was attend-
ed by all KwaZulu-Natal SAPS
commissioners, would -be
divulged soon, said Mbanjwa.
Maphumulo Taxi Assoclation
chairman Phllemon Xhakaza
said those involved in the loss of
1ife should be severely punished.
Chairman of the Stanger Taxi
Assoclation Dalisu Sangweni
said they had lost all hope after
Khimmalo's murder

 “Wa dor't know the way for-

ward. Khumalo had the way for-

"ward. He had the ability to stop .

the bloodsh

/15
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Renovations

HEN public monies are expended on the .
VV maintenance and/or upgrading of buildings,
no matter how exalted the personages =~
inhabiting them, it’s essential that the buildings be
regularly inspected on the public’s behalf by quali-
fied persons. Only in that way is it possible to
. assess the state of repair, the efficacy of current .
maintenance work, the need for possible refurbish. -
ment, and so to calculate the outlay necessary for .-
completion of the work required. o
So it's entirely reasonable that, prompted by a .
list of renovations to King Zwelithini’s Nongoma
palaces submitted to the KZN Premier’s portfolio -
committee, the committee should decide to visit : .
and inspect the buildings. This should, surely, bea =~ .
matter of course — the right, practical and common
sense thing to do, .
However, it appears that it is self-evident to
everyone but the IFP. MPP Blessed Gwala, out-
raged, described the process of inspection as
“degrading towards the king's image and cheap
politicking”, He seemed to have the idea that the
committee’s inspectors (whom he labelled as
“politicians”) would be poking about in the palaces,
Krying into the king's personal affairs and some-
ow publicly degrading him. Gwala seemed to
i think, also, that the inspection process was politi-
cally motivated, presumably related to next year’s
elections, and was under the impression that the
proposed inspection was something offensively -
peculiar to KZN, : S
What is offensive is that following this outcry the "~
inspection has been put on hold. Let us hope that
the renovations, too, have been put on hold so that
it can be properly decided whether or not the
palace embellishments deserve the expenditure of
public money.
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" Medium-term " plans
[ involved expanding the

KwaZulu *

0 7y R, W 0

‘secures |
“EUgrant .
for rural

projects

'ﬂuthunny ,
'mulwmmdm
-- KwaZulu-
lehlducwodn-tﬂm
SR AN
gmmlcdevelopmmth
.. rupl areas, economic
.- . development and tourlsm
.. department head Mel

oikdative |
Investment friendly envi-
ronment lordskll_l:lw(li«vd
opment, an AIDS
- and tuberculosis aware-

neupm

programme, an
that creates an

_two-thirds of

programime
' th:l::pu':;hnounhepwvlnce

promote .-

Clark said the pro-
would dovetall
' and bahnoe opportuni-

:’ ties" in areas con

Emphasis would be

to job-creating pro-
ects, particulatly with
community involvement.
He cited the Mabibi

& 'Developmam Compan

project in the Grener
. Lucia Wetland Park as an
_ example. The R3,7m In-
vestment was & . joint
‘'venture between provin-
cial dcwlopmmt agency
" jthala Development Cor-
and comm
e hvine
S Y btg
comm! 0 a
68% 'stake in the luxury
t.ou:um facility.
Meanwhile, Economic
Development and Tous-
lun C Bumm
pmvhm
ucund one chartey
contract and was
another two in moves that
would bring nearly 40 000
international tourists to
m:Zulu Natal by May

‘l'heu deals follow oth-
ers concluded by Touriam
KwaZulu-Natal in the past
A deal for an-
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Gounter-claim not enough, says Peter Marais~

FORMER Western Cape premier Peter Marais told the Cape

High Court yesterday that a R2,5m defamation counter claim he

had lodged against former MEC Freda Adams was insufficient.

“No amount of money could ever make good the loss in image,

integrity, good name, political career... | move on the world’s
\stage,” Marais said. Sapa
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I'll show mine if you show yours

idasa is planning legal
adtion to force political
parties to disclose
private donations

Marianne Merten

Fiwe of the country's fargest political
panties face litigation to compet them
to reveal their sources of private
fomding.

iawyers acting on behaif of the
Institute for Democracy in South
Africa (Idasa) will send letters inform-
ing the African National Congress,
Democratic Alliance, New Nationai
Party, Inkatha Freedom Party and
ofthe impending court action by the
end of the moath.

Mot cne of the country’s €3 political
parties represented in Parfiament dis-

closed anything after Idasa requested
them in October to do so, citing the
Promotion of Access to Information
Act Now Idasa is launching its legal
action as 2 public interest campaign

“There comes a point when we
have to use the rights in the Constity-
tion,” said Richard Cailand, head of
Idasa's Right to Enow campaign. “We
lic and private funding. What we are
asking for is an end to the secrecy
and some level of regulation. Political
parties must become less dependent
on large, secretive donations.”

Although Scuth Africa has compre-
heasive anti-corruption measures,
what was still missing were reguls-
tions on private political donations,
besaid

Politicat inequnality is at the heart
of the action, said Judith February,
manager of Idasa’s political informa-

She said if powerful and weaithy
interests are able to buy influence,
there is the danger that the poor and
others without resgurces are not
being heard. And in the context of
South Africa’s stark socio-economic
inequalities it was crucial to avoid
such a situation, she said.

The issue of private political fund-
ing first arose in 1994, Three years
later, when Parliament passed the

1997 Public Funding of Represented |

Political Parties Act, the government
commitred itself to look into private
political funding. Last year Idasa sub-
mitted a draft Bill proposing among

“We recognise parties need
pubiic and private funding.
What we are asking for is
an end to the secrecy”

other things the disclosure of private
donations over R20 000, either oance-
off or accurnmulative, a year.

The DA did not reply at all to Idasa’s
request in October. The ANC and
NNP sent lawyers’ letters saying that
as private entities they were not com-
pelied to disclose unless ¥asa proved
its interest and right to this informa-
tion. The United Democratic Move-
ment and Pan Africanist Congress
vate fonding.

During SAfm’s After Eight Debate
political funding, nome of the partici-
pating parties — the NNP, DA,
IFP and Independent Democrats (ID)
— would reveal their private dona-
tions unless every political party did
the same. The ANC declined to take
part in the SAfm debate at all.

However, during the debate it also

-

emerged that the ID, formed earlier
this year and not part of the public -
interest campaign, appears to have
had a change of heart after its eazlier
promises of transparency about its
funding. ID Gauteng leader Themba
Sono said the party suppoited disclo- l
sure, but would await regulations. |
In contrast, afl of the top 13 Joban-
nesburg Securities Exchange-listed -
companies have replied to a similar :
request for disclosure on poiitical :
donations. And it is understood at -
least one of those has preseated a :
code on political fundingto its board

to disclose donations to the NNPand -

then Democratic Party between 1994 -
and 1998, followed by Anglo Platipum  °
revealing roughly equal donations
to the top five political parties.
Richemont replied such donations
were banned since 1998,
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