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REPORT ON THE 1st CONFERENCE OF ANC STUDENTS
“*““*_—_mm

(MOSCO¥ € - 10 August, 1977)

Eackground.

The Conference had origianlly been planned as a Summer School,
but owing to events linked with the SOEETO sftermath and
ever-increasing outflow of young neople from South Africa =
large proportion of whom were students frorm Secondary and Fich
schools, the NEC of the ANC decicded that the situstion reauired
something more than & Surmmer School. Ry the end of Hay 211
areas wnere there are ANC students hed been informed by circular

to prepare and elect delegates to 2ttend the 1lst Conference of
ANC students sbroed.

dith the selfless help of the feviet Komsorol, both the Youth
ancd Students Secretariat in Luseske as well as South Africen
Students preparatory cormittee in !loscow, it wes possible to
assemble in licscow.’ 7€ delepates frorm 14 centres in Africa,
Europe and Canada, as well es delegates coming directly fronm
inside South Africa.

Conference

Following a prestigicus opening cererony with messages fron

tiae Soviet Cormmittee of Youth Organisaticns, the Soviet Afro
Asian Solidarity Cormittee, the Cormmittee of Soviet Yoren

and the Prorector of Lumurieba Friendship Uriversity, the perti-
cipants settled down to seriocus work in closed sessions.

A report on the latest mecting of the ANC Nationsal Executive
Committee held in Lusaks st the end of July, 19277, acted 2os

2 gulding spirit during the deliberstions and was rcirforcecd

by papers presented on behalf of the ITEC, ANC Women's Section,
CACTU, the SACP and the Youth and Students Sfecretaricst. Pepers
were 2l1so circulated prepared by AMC units in Sweden 2nd Canade.

1he reports by heads of all the delecations were followed with

keen interest and became subject of lively, constructively
critical cdebeates.

Delegates dealt with broad issues of strencthenine the
organisational machinery under direction of headquarters.
Information on the heroic strurpgle being waged by Black people
anc¢ students largely contributed to firmr declarstions from
celegates in support of the liberastion strugsgle led by the ANC,
solidarity with those who hsve been irmriscned, torturecd or
rmurdered in South Africa fascist jails.

Participents made 2 pledge to dedicete themselves to the strursecle
of the cppressed South African masses until finel victory. They
examinecd in Cdetail the various problers confronting students

and youth in their respective areas of residence. Thenks to a

generous contribution from the Canadisn delegation who brought

- solicderity T-Shirts for the delersates, 2 strong feelins of
~1dentity and togcetherness wes genersted throushout the confereneo.

y PR




25

This was perticularly so when delegates participated in

Solidarity meetings organised by Soviet Youth (Aucust &gth) and
Soviet lomen's Committee to correrorate August, 2th - South
Africa Yomen's Day.

The prevailing atmosnhere of serious and profound discussion
reflected itself in the resolutions which were unaminously
acdopted by the participants.

There is no doubt that the conference was tirely, fruitful and
2. resouncding success. The foundetion for a strong rmilitant
ANC Students' section has been 1laic.

It now remains for the two meojor interested parties i.e. the
ANC Students and the NEC to pley their respective roles in

the implementation of the resolutions 2nd recormrmendstions of
the 1lst Conference of ANC '€tudent Youth.

PREAMBLE

We, the Youth and Students of the ANC (SA) reaolisine the
absolute necessity for orpanisins ourselves for carrying on the
Policy of the ANC in the strurple for National Liberstion and
self-cdeterrination of the Pecple of South Africa, heve assembled
here in !Moscow on the occession of the Tirst conference of the
ANC Youth and Students from cdifferent countries of Europe,
America and Africa.

de meet 2t a most crucial stacre in the history of our struggle
with our People locked in mortal combat with the enerny and
displaying heroic and unbrakeshle determingtion in the face of

a sadistic and murderous enemy. The sustained uprisines in
Soweto, Lanea, CGugulethu, Ponteheuvel, New Brichton, Ngova and
throughout our land, are 2 cloricus indicetion that our People
will no longer stand the evils of the o0ld order ancd are prepared

to fight until final victory is achieved, whatever the sacri-
fices.

Conscious of the outstandirgs role of our revolutionery Youth
who nave written glorious new vages in the aistory of our
struggle; conscious that "There cormes 2 tire in the life of
a Nation when there are only two choices to submit or ficht"
we declare:

a) our unswerving loyalty to our orrgnisation the ANC of
couth Africa and its tried and trusted leadershin;

b) reafirm our complete support for the policy of our r~reat
moverment and its noble goals exvressed in the Preecdon
Charter;

c) thet we unreservedly plsce ourselves at the disposal of
the ANC and pledge ourselves to be disciplined and
dedicated revolutioneries:

d) that we will strive to constently ro2lly our Youth whether
~t home or abroad to unite behind the ANC, and to be ever
vigilant spainst all renerades, splitters, opportunists

in whatever form thev present thermselves, and 211 those
who seek to spread the seed of discontent:

d) United behind the banner of the ANC and Urkhonto we Sizwe
we pledge ourselves to move ever forward against the enery
sparing neither strenghh nore courace until we have won
our Ireedon.

Fowkh




Internationzal Sugnort

The Soweto events crystalisecd the urrency for further acvancing
the international solicarity campaicns of the ANC acalinst the
racist-fascist regime of John Vorster. The decision of the
Lisbon conference is a sign of the rrowing prestire and interna-
tional recognition of our moverent.

ile, the representstives of the first ANC Student Conference
abroacd express our full appreciation of the consistent, unwave-
ring znd principled assistence and support given to our moverent
and strugrle by the focialist countries heacded by the USSR.

Je vigourously condemn the capitalist countries for assistineg and
maintaining the Vorster regime througeh investments, trade, sale
of licenses and the clueprints of armzment procduction including

e pledee our solicdarity with the liberation strurele of the
peoples of Southern Africa in Zimhebwe, led by the Petriotic
Front, and in Namibia led oy SWADPQ,

We support the struggle of the peovrle of Chile and Pelistine
(PLO)

The successes of the people of Angola ond ‘lozerbique are of
great significance to and have 2 direct hearing on our strucele.
It is therefore our firm conviction that solidarity, beines 2

two way street, is in the interest of our pecple and the anti-
imperiazlist world.

Tasks of Students.

We, the representatives of the first fNC £tudent Conference
abroad recognise that we hsve a2 vital role to play ir internstio-

nel solidarity work end therefore cermit ourselves to the ful-
fillment of this duty.

We regard tie following tesks as sreneral outlines for the ful-

fillment of our role 28 students of the ANC abroad:

- The accomplishment of our studies 1n service of our country
and people.

- The propagation znd porularisation of the strugele of our
people.

-~ To cdefend the ANC.

- To raise moral and material 2id for our strugele.

- 710 display appropriate discirlire and behavior as pefitting

- odf ambassadors of cur neople,

-~ To ensure the influence and inpact of the ANC is felt in all
ereas of study.

INTERNAL RESOLUTION

In view of the revolutionary role plaved by the students in our
country, and the cdifficulties they are faced with arisine from
their insufficient knowledge of our liberation novement a2ndéd a
lack of clear political direction which makes thenm vulnerable
to political opportunists. e therefore surrest the followinge:
-. The establishment of close contact between ANC 2nd Students
1nside South A®rica by creatine one or two offices ir one
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of the neighbouring states which will deal solelv with student
matter, this will help the spresding of ANC rropaganda, policy
ond prograrme and interchence of inforration between ANC and
students in South Africa. The rmost importent task will be to
gulde and direct the Students rolitical sctivities inside '
couth Africe.

- The ANC should support the efforts made by pecple at heme to
Aelp slleviate their problems. e sugrest that the ANC students
ebroacd should assist financially in this recard.’ The students
should take it upon themselves to establish 2 fund contributing
2. certain percent from their ronthly income.

- That the mobilization anc¢ oreanisation of students in rural
areas should be sterped up.

- 1hat we the ANC Students abroad like 211 South Africans pledre
solidarity with the Pretoria 12, Cecch Street comrades and 211
comracdes who will be facing similer charges in our countrv.

e re-assure them of our firm deterrnination to rescue them out

of the cdungeons.

- #He also pledge solidarity with our leaders like Mandela,
dbeki, Sisulu and all the others whe are lancuishing in Vorsters
jails.

- That the ANC abroed reject with conterpt, the Bantustan
policy anc¢ the proposz2l of the so called Povhuthatswans
incepencdence. e fully support the national campaign ecainst
cophuthatswene independence.

- That we urege all students srd South Africens to vehemently
concern and cerpletely reject the borus comcept of independant
soweto which is designed to isclate arnd dammnen the revolutionery
rioocd of our pecple, who are fightine for total liberation of the
entire South Africa.

- That we the AlIC studerts 2hroad concdern the detentions bannings,
torturing and murdering of our people by Vorster arents.

- e condemn the expelled renegedes (8) whose propacanda is
usec. by the state in the prosecution cf the Pretoria 12.

MOBILISATION OF STUDENTS

1his conference adoprts the NEC rerort rresented by Comrade
Cindiso end exnresses hnope thet 211 the provisions in this

Y

report are implermented by the Netionzl Executive.

The probler of rokilisation is to a larce extent affected 0y

the geograrhical location of cone student sectiors. The Teorra—
phicel situetion is 2 decisive factor 2s it deterrines the COMpoO -
sition of the student section. Ir Socialist countries we arc
concerneC with students who are nrimerily ANC merbers. In
capitalist countries we heve to 2d8cédress oneseclves to bhoth ANC
memobcrs andé non ANC pecple.
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out fror whatever section one cores from, our primary consicde-
ration must be firstly, to consclidate asnC unify our zxisting

youthh section and seconcly, we nust work towsrds crawinge in
new pecple to hein the ranks of the roverent .

‘e achievement of both these objectives are totally cepencdent

on the level of political consciences of our cacdres. The creater
the understanding of the political issues 2t stoke in South
281r3i0e and the ANC's perspective of the strusrle, the better the
ciiance of establishing and maintainine s cetermired, disciplined
anc. unfied youth and student section. The continuous nrocess of
educeting ourselves requires every stucdent section to be reculs-
rly supplied with 2s much information .5 1s possible -~ in
particular, present and Past publicetions of the roverent (SACTU)
together with study group ciscussiong pearers thet certein youth
and stucdent sections haove preparecd. Attendance 2t educative

anc political events like the next world youth festival in Cuba
malke an important contribution to this end. A further surzestion
15 thet we should look into the possibility of a vouth end
student bulletin, where 211 sections car. contribute articles on
thelr problens, experiences, success 2né on pclitical issues
affecting the youth. This faclility allows for the shering of

experiences and nrovide o usefuyl blatform for the youth to
express their views.

The successful co-ordination anc direction of youth a2ctivities
1s hesvily dependent on c00C two way cormunication, bhetween the
yocouth secreteriate anc¢ all youth ancd student sections. To
ensure tie consistent maintsnance of corrrunication reouires the
establishment of formal procecdures anc structures. Fesides
having o person, who hes overall responsibility for the youth
enc. stucdent section, we would lile to surcest thet the afore-
mentioned structures src bermanent meking for reruler contsacet
between the variocus stucdent sections anc the youth Secretariste.
Ihis structure will take responsiblity for sendinc out all
necessary cirectives to the various Youth anc Utudent sections,
and generally servicing the various secticons with inforration,
advice, requests, criticisr ané =c on.

ihe mobilisation of youth and students in caplitalist countries
poses certalin special vnroblerms in thsat they heve sn added task
of mobilising pecple who are not ANC supprorters. It has been
noted, that study classes oren to 211 interestec South Africans,
provides a useful introducaticn to the AITC ond its rclicies for
nese prospective supporters. It is importent alsn, to moke
the ANC presence felt, in these countries by initistion cemna-

lgns and cdenonstrations arainst the recist rerime in th '

-‘...J!.e b.ope
that this will attract those ©. Africens whe heove not ss vet

cormlitted themselves to the struecle

-t L g

The whole questicn of militery training, hes to be looked into
seriously, for it is = request that is being maHe by the
youth, who hesve recently left the country and others. The
question is importasnt not only because it affects the struggle
in general, but, rore specifically, it can roke the difference

between people being mibkilised into the moverient or driftinge
away from it.
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There are certain things thet can be done to ensure the well
being 2nd commitment of the youth section e.g. whenever possible,
our students should be ca2lled upon to contribute to certain
projects. This kind of involverment will pive comrades o

feeling of belonging and respeonsibility. Simerly the sugepgestion
thet comracdes should donate 2 portion of their stinend for the
benefit of the movement is an excellert idea that undoubtedly

shows commitiwient and seriousness of intent in the fight for thae
selizure of power.

UL great iaportance also, is that, we must do everything to
ensure taat we maintain our identity. Ve cannot expect commit-
ment Irom people who are unable to identify themselves with the
culture and traditions of South Africa. It is within this

context tuat we see tine importance of holding informative

- cultural events on douth Africa's art, literature, music and
SO On.

in conclusion, we would like to say that, given the role of the
students and youta in the uprisings at home, it is inperative
taat our student section make sericus attempts to forge links
with thnese groups at home. e obelieve that similar links need
to De forged and maintained with the armed wing of the ANC -
wggonto we sizwe for, it is the youth and students who can
expect to be must e called upon to swell the ranks of our
armed wing, tae peoples liberation arny, lkhonto we Sizwe.
Waetaer we are working in a capitalist or socialist ccuntry

we wmust endeavour to build greater bhonds cf unity with synmpa-
taetic organisaticns and all progressive forces. "

AMANDLA!
MAATLA!
POWER!
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