G1? waxooSBV
15 Scett Road
oservatory 7925
30 Novenber 1991

Dear Govah
Sumer started in full force towday w hot as hell. To give
you sone idea, | waited until after 7pm before |I ventured

out to wash the car.
| feel guilty about the encl osures which have been |ying
around for sonme time. My intention wae to send them by
hand, but nobody seens to be coming this way. Xundu, wth
his many prom ses, | may see in the next world! Mst of the
encl osures are from Frances Ames. She thinks you are one of
the nmore honest politicians (with the enphasis on politics).
Said she would lIike to have a neal and chat when next you
are in Cape Town. | include the articles by Barry Streek
and Ant hony Johnson (political commentators; of the Cape
Ti mes) on their Scandi navi an experiences. Although
realise that you have regular contact with the Nordic
regions, you may find theminteresting. They tell ne they
were invited as the first SAjournalists to visit and trave
through the countries.
The past week | have done a journalist brain-picking
exercise. | wanted to trace the Henry qumal o and Pogrund
articles on prison conditions. Tony Holiday provided some
useful background information. After Harold Strachan was
rel eased Pogrund interviewed himand published severa
articles in the Rand Daily Mail.’ A court caee |laeting
nearly two years followed which sone feel was the death
knell of the RDM Hugh Lewi nEl then in FTetoria Central
wites that through a crack in the wall he noticed that
suddenly bl ack prisenere were wearing ehoee. when the next
political prisoner arrived, they |earned that Strachah had
gone public. The inproverments were a direct reeult of
e. enpoeing prison conditions. Did these changes on | and ever
reach the |sland?
| approached the UCT Law Library to find out where the RDM
archives were housed. They referred ne to African Studies
in the building next door. There | discovered they have a
collection of RDM political press cutting dating back to
1963. Making use of The Fourth Estate by Joel Mervis | wee
able to pinpoint the date of the Pogrund articles. They
appeared irl June/July 1965. Wthirl an hour | traced them
and am now t he proud owner of copies of all three
instal ments. Winderbar. | can’t tell you how chuffed I am
Henry qumalo’s earlier article M Drum Goes to Jail, March
1954, conpl etes the picture which unhappily had changed
little over the years. The articles were inmedi ately banned
and Strachan housewarreetedu | nust find out if the ban on
prieon publications still hol den



What dc you think Df the Tony Holiday article? An
intellectual 5 honest with a Cear and |logical style:n A

di sappointnment to find he is an al coholic weck. | wonder
why he is SO unhappy? ’

Next tinme you are bored, read The Fourth Estate (Joel
Mervia), a recent histnry nf the BA press. AS a journali $t
yam should find it interegting.

| hnpe Decenber brings ynu mahy happy nonent a.
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