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Through a quirk of political fate. the dccision

on the handing over of Walvis Bay to newly
independent Namibia will very largely rest

in the hands of the ANC. Attached to that
move - if it occurs — will be the naturc of
SA‘s future relations with thc Swapo govern-

ment of Sam Nujoma. .
in a carefully calculated diplomatic move.

Foreign Minister Pik Botha and his tcam of
negotiators haw: shifted responsibility for
the Walvis ownership i591: to thc NP'S pr0~
spcc1ive1.1rtncrsin1hc constitutional negoti-
ation process.

”\t Senior government scurces close to thc

-1ks on the cnclawc told the FM this weak
‘ 11 the De chrk government has, in princi-

l..1é, decided to hand over the harbour town to
Windhoek.
That was thr: massage which Botha gave to

his Namibixn counterpart. Thm-Han (”nun

irab, when the 11m men and {hair negotiating

teams met in Cape Town 2. week ago.
However. the South Africans made it

clear to Gurirab that suCh a decision could
. not be 131:4: :1 by Prcmria alone -- and that it

would an“. .ll an amendment to thc. constitu—
tion. Walvis Bay‘s linkage to SA dams back

to the colonial cra and the Namibian claim
rests on geographic and economic argu-

ments; tcrritorialiy it is part of SA. lf SA
agrees to cede authority. it would be: inter-
nationally wclcmmd as a gesture of goodwill

- to a former cmmy
* Botha cmphasiscId th1t his government
was not prcpIarcin ta initiate any amendments
to thc constitution at this delicate stage: of
cprefincgotiating phasc 5111101115111}, the ANC

-nd other interested parties. Am admcnts
" - including any decision on the 5.1mm of
Walvis Bay -- could, therefore, only be dis—
Icusscd. at the earliest. during the planned
11]l_-party conference due to take place later
this year notha tm‘l the Namibian delcgm
tion
As the NP had already agrccd‘in principle

4' to hand over Walvis Bay. a final dccision on
its future would rely 011 the oti1erp.anics
"the ANC would in all probability phe: the
determining f‘aclor .

191:: FM5 sourCcs say that Cinz‘imb was
visibly disappointed by the Outcome. of thc
talks.Tl1e Namibian guvcmmcnt had never
doubted that Pretoria would hantl ova' the
town ' ' '
Now it finds itScif l1avi7'9. in effect to

negatiau- the1111-111.- with :I1cl‘5l(2.fl'hi.,could
raise problems.
.* Wouio the. ANC wont to handover Walvis
Bay, for example?
At this stage, the ANC has not indicated

what its positim on Walvis hay might bah
relucm 11cc tn 3ng to a handover would 511111"
relations between thcmsclvcs and ,Nujoma5,
mr.mmww.‘lfinlm=1.memmmflmmmmlmc

  

  

  

Swapo —— but the issue simply hasn‘t been
adequately addressed within thc ANC, along
4311“: many other issues.

@113... 'm;@
‘ I 1plomatic circles are buzzing with gossip

about the relevance of thc le donation b

cantl in th: light 0 wh1cl1 the ANC would
Qrcsumablx be. harflIfi-ggsmmm
1119. s clam to it is s cculate

- Then: is alSO thc obvious point that SA —
whatcve: legal and historical claims it may
have 011 the enclave - has a lot to gain
internationally by handing ovcr Walvis Bay.
An obstinatc pmitmn ovcr the enclave could
damage the diplomatic breakthroughs which
began to manifest themsclvcs after Dc KJcrk
started his reform initiatives. This weak, the
Johannesburg daily. 5911111. said all realistic
South Africans accepted that SA should
rclinquish thc town.
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wing, the Cold .War'and the hcyday of -‘
Soviet expansionism. it was in SW; advan-
lagc to have access to a strategic harbour
close: to Angola; but that has now lapsed. the
newspaper argued. firefd also questioned the
financial benefits of Walvis Bay to SA.Cc1m-
pensation can be: mantiatcd. it said, adding
that instead of cngaglng it! a futile b.tttlc for
thc rctcnlion 0f Walvis Bay, SA’s mcrgics
should rather be directed at F111 ling an ac!
ceptablIe solution for its 01m pmblems relala '
_ing to 31nd $19831} ML.
* Rolln mld (?urii.th‘that until such time 311 £11
a dam:011 had been taken by the allparty
conference and thciconstitution had._bcsInI‘
nmandcd, Pretoria wank! be anwnablc to thc'
idoathat alv‘ ' ‘ointl mama ad by
1h: 11.; ovemmwis durin" t 1:,- 1111312111
111:1lod[Bath Botha and (3111111111 1131 they

  

would report back Ito IIIhcii‘ ltfii :ECIiivIc govern: ‘
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ments.

:1. No date has yet been set for another meet-
ing. £4.11. Baum

THE CABINET

DEVICES AND DESIRES
Deputy finance Minister Org Marais is back
in favour hut Agriculture Minister Jacob dc
Villlcrs is on his way Out. In slmplc terms
that‘s the message of last wcck’s Cabinet
reshuffle.

Marals, the sccond most senim deputy
minister after Roelf Meyer takes over from
Track 3; Industry and Tourism Minister
Kent Durr who is ambassador-designatc to
Landau. Marais‘ post will be fillcd by Durr’s
dcputy. Theo Mam. 011cc :1 firm favnuritc for

 

Durr‘s job.
- Marais. a former huad 01' Unisa‘s busmcss .
school, sccmcd to have reached the pinnacle
ofhis political carear as a dcputy minister
and was seldom tipped to go any further. He
is regarded as. a governmcnt workhorse, hav-

ing chaired various mmmissions and invcsti-
gz-tions into tcchnical aspects of financial
and economic policy and has a suitable bad:-
ground for Trade & Industry.

I Jacob dc Villicrs was brought into Prcsi—
dct. 1 F W de Klerk’s first Cabinet as a spe-
ciuliat He'15 indirectly elected by the film

11.AA ‘caucus and has not fought an elcctio
formerFarmer of the Year,“ ho was appa :-
cntly rcgarded as the right math to stem
growing hostility in thc financialiy squeezed
811d paiiticaily 11crv0us farming community

‘ and to try to put agriculture back 011 111 an
economic fmting.

Howmlcr. it is understood that his auto-
cratic management atylc mvemly undo:-
mince 1113 stanmng among rarmcra arm or‘

ganisations marketing farm products. His
replacement has been widcly welcomed in

- the fa rIming community. Though Dc Villlcrs .
retains his Dcv‘clopmenl Aid portfolio. and
has been given the added responsibllily of
Public Works 85 Land Affairs (previously
With George Bartlett). it wmnsjhat his days
in Cabinet are numbes'vd. -

Kraai van Niekcrk, now "own affairs“
' Agriculture Minister; takes Dc Viliiers’job.

1'Though 11 Capt: MP he is regarded as teugh
enough to hm1dlc1‘the qurlul iI'iIgIhItwing
farming 1011th in thel Tr nsvaal

His dcputy will be "loblc Méyer,claim
broth. of Roclf Mu)er m and also a former
“Farmer of the. Yul.” MW“. ”10 MP for
Cradock. 1‘3, rcgarti:.d as’a ncw-gcncratlon .
N31. lama to 'push't: rapidly with reform. ,

The: 11111121 new cit .1l_\' minister is David
Graafl sonoi formr Unitqci ,III’arty leIadcr
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