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THE WALVIS BAY ISSU.E

Through a quirk of political fate, the decision
on the handing over of Walvis Bay to newly
independent Namibia will very largely rest
in the hands of the ANC. Attached fo that
move = if it o¢curs — will be the nature of
SA's future refations with the Swapo govern-
ment of Sam Nujoma,

in a carefully calculated diplomatic move,
Foreign Minister Pik Botha and his team of
negotiators have shified responsibihity for
the Walvis ownership issue 10 the NP's pro-
spective | ariners in the constitutional negoti-
alion process.

7= 8ecnior government sources close to the

e

Aks on the cnclave told the FM this week
“at the De Klerk government has, in princie
e, decided to hand over the harbour town 1o
Windhoek.

That was the message which Botha gave to
his Namibign counterpart, Then-Ben (htr-
irab, when the two men and their negotiating
teams met in Cape Town a week ago.

However, the South Africans made it
clear to Gurirab that such a decision could

4 not be taken by Pretoria alone — and that it

would ent :tl an amendment 1o the constitu-
tion, Walvis Bay’'s Hinkage to SA dates back
(o the colonial era and the Namibian claim
rests on peographic and e¢conomic argu-
ments; territorially it is part of SA, If 5A
agrees 1o cede authority, it would be inter-
nationally weleemed as a gesture of goodwill

- to a former chemy.

¥ Botha crphasised that his gm’emmcnt

was not prepared (o initiate any amendments
to the constitution at this delicate stage of
e pre-negotiaiing phase involving the ANC
~nd other interested parties. Anv :dments
— including any decision on the jature of
Walvis Bay — could, therefore, enly be dis-

cussed, at the earlicst, during the planned

all-party confercnce due to take place later
this year, Rotha 1¢1d the Nammian delegan

tion. "
As the NP had already agreed'in prinéiple

1o hand over Walvis Bay, 4 {inal decision on

its future would re:ly ¢ the other parties.
The ANC would in all probability be the
determining faclor. ,
The FM's sources say that Cau*‘ '2b Was
visibly disappointed by the outcome of the
talks. The Namibian government had never
doubted that Prcmrm would hmd over the
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Now it i"mcls ihsalf hawr*ﬁ. 1S cffect to

mgu{mu' the igsue with e 2 M, Thﬁ; could
raise probiems.

2 Would the ANC want 1o hand i over Walvzs

Bay, for example? :
At this sfap,e, ihe ANC has aut mdtcalm
wiiat its posttion on Walvis Bay mipht be. A

reluctance tn agres 10 a handover weeld sour

relations between themselves and Nujoma's.
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Swapo — but the issue simply hasn't been
adequately addressed within the ANC, along
vith many other 18sues,

A) Moo ANC o

) plomatic circles are buzzing with gossip

| about the relevance of the R1m donation b
the Namibian government to_the EE: e
cently, in the light of which, the ANC would
_presu: mabl be

hard pressed 1o deny Nuig-

ma's Llaup to Mﬂﬁ,ﬁa}; it is speculated.
" There i$ also the obvious point that SA —

whatever legal and historical claims it may
have on the enclave -— has a lot to gain

internationally by handing over Walvis Bay.

An abstinate pasition over the enclave could
damage the diplomatic breakthroughs which

began to manifest themselves after De Klerk
started his reform initiatives. This week, the

Johannesburg daily, Beeld, said ali realistic
South Africans accepted that SA should

relinguish the town.
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uring the Cold War' Md the }myday of "

Soviet cxpansionisn, it was 1o SA’s advan-
tage to have access to a strategic harbour
close 1o Angola; but that has now lapsed, the
newspaper argued, Freld also questioned the
financial benelits of Walvis Bay to SA, Com-

pensation can be negotiated, it said, adding

that instead of ¢npaging in a futile buttle for
the retention of Walvis Bay, SA's cnergies

shottld rather be directed at fiv ing an acd
ceptable solution for its own probiems relag-
W oleasy ML «;*"
e Botho tald Gurirab that until such time as
a decision had been taken by the all-party
conference and the comstittition had been
amended, Freloria would be amenableta the

idea that
the twg
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ments.

« INodate has vet been set for another meet-

ing. Eddle Balha

THE CABINET

DEVICES AND DESIRES

Depoty Finance Minister Org Marais is back

in favour but Agriculture Minister Jacob de
Villiers 15 on his way out. In simple t¢rms
that's the message of last week's Cabinet
reshaifie.

Marais, the second most senior Qdeputy
minister after Roelf Meyer takes over from
Trade & Industry and Tounsm Minister
Kent Durr who 18 ambassador-designate 1o
London. Marais' post will be filled by Durr’s
deputy, Theo Alant, once 4 firm favourite for

Durr’s job.
. Marais, a former huad of Unisa’s business .

school, scemed to have reached the pinnacie
of his political career as a deputly minster
and was seldom tipped to go any further, He
1s regarded as a government workhorse, hav-
ing chaired various ¢commissions and investi-
gations into technical aspects of {inancial
and economic policy and has a suitable back-
ground for Trade & Indusiry.

Jacob de Villiers was brought into Presi-

dent F'W de Klerk's first Cabinet as a Spe-

¢talist, Me is indirectly ¢lected by the %I
caucus and has not fought an e:le:ctmn YA
former “Farmer of the Year,” he was appa fa
ently regatded as the right man 10 stem
growing hostility in the financially squeczed
and politically nervous farming comiaunity

~and to try to put agriculiure back on to an

- the farming community, Though Pe Villiers

economic footing.

However, it is understood that his auto-

¢ratic management style soverely under-
Mineg Nis s1Enging among rarmers ana or-

ganisations marketing farm products. His
replacement has been widely welcomed in

retains his Development Ald portfolio, and
has been given the added responsibility of
Public Works & Land Affairs (previously
with George Bartiety), it seems that his days
in Cabinet are numbe;cg,

Kraal van Niekerk, now “own affairs”

Acrniculture Minister, takes De Villiers' job,

“Though a Cape MP he 15 regarded as tough

arithe
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enounh to handiesthe powerlul mhtwmg
farming lobby in the Transvaal, 7 o
Hin deputy. will be Tobie Meycr eldm‘
of Roelf Mever — and alse a former
“Farmer of the Yeur” Meyer, the MP for

Cradock, 15 regard.d as’a Iacxv~g¢n¢ratiﬂn |

Nat keen, 1o push’e. rapidly with reform.
The other new du ity minister is David
Graafl. son: ﬂt f0m1< r Umi;u:l Party leader
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