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Editorial

The Wonen’s

Popul ar Educati on

This issue of our newsletter. with its focus on popul ar education. is part
of the preparations for the Wrld Assenbly in Buenos Aires. Novenber 24
30.

"Popul ar Education forns part of a current in Adult Education which

has often been described as education for critical consciousness. Popul ar
Education is called gopul ar because its priority is to work along the nany
rural and urban poor who formthe vast najority of the world' s people.
particularly in Third World countries. It is a collective, or group process
where the teacher and students |learn together, beginning with the concrete
experience of the participants. leading to reflection on that experience in
order to effect positive change." (A New nggg)

The tool s and techni ques of popul ar education are the tools of the

worren’ s novenent a novenent whi ch validates personal experience. draws
fromindividual realities to devel op social analysis, works collectively.
and insists on critical consciousness.

Popul ar Education is also a nethodol ogy whi ch many woren in Adul t
Education are using in their work with wonen. In this issue of the

newsl etter. we offer sone exanples of the range of popul ar educati on work
being carried out by wonen educators.

General Assenbly in Argentina

Wth Nairobi behind us, the Wnen's Programis shifting its energies

to planning for the | CAE World Assenbly. The gathering, with its focus on
Adul t Educati on. Devel opnent and Peace, is being organized in cooperation
with the Latin Anerican Council for Adult Education (CEAAL), the Mnistry
of Education and Justice of Argentina, and the Argentina Council for
Popul ar Educat i on( CEDAP) .

The Assenbly will pay particular attention to the use of "popul ar
education" methods; the planning of international cooperation for |oca
needs in both industrialized and non industrialized nations; direct |inks
between Third World adult educators; and the strengthening of non
governmental structures in Adult Education

Runni ng t hroughout, and integral to. all of these discussions wll

be an awareness of the particular role of wonen. The Wonen’s Programis
designing a programof activities for the Assenbly to ensure that women’'s
Voi ces are present.

The Assenmbly will be a crucial step in the devel opnment of our wonen’s
program It will give us a chance, as a network, to take stock of the past
three years. and to establish priorities for future work.

As an international gathering, and following so closely on the heels

of Nairobi, the Assenbly offers us a uni que opportunity to eval uate our own
wor k. discuss the potential of popul ar education for wonen. and to | ake
concrete plans for how to use our network, strengthen |ocal work, and build
the international links that can be nmobilized to support the struggles of
worren wor |l d wi de.

Thanks to CIDA for their financia

support.

The Wonen’s Program Newsletter is pro

duced 3 tinmes a year. Over 1000 copies

are distributed internationally free of

charge. Let us know if you would like to

be on our nailing list. Bulk orders are

avai l abl e on request.



Nai robi: End of the Decade

For the wonen who venture to Nairobi. the challenge will be to assess.
accurately. the power within the world conmunity of wonen and to devi se ways of
har nessi ng that power to re-energize the novenent forward. There can be no one
strategy, no single alternative, because although there are common roots of
worren’ s opppression and inequality, one wonan's |iberating truth can be anot her
worman’ s destruction. That is why consensus is not possible. Understandi ng can
be.

Al though in the last ten or fifteen years the nmessage of liberation has
extended to renpte corners of this globe, it is not yet conplete for the
majority of the world' s wonen. O course itls a bitter pill! But it is
nmedi ci ne that some wonen are prepared to take, not because they believe any |ess
in their own humanity, but because they know that "time |onger than rope" and
that they in time will deal with their own reality.

Poverty, liberation to be achieved: these are the constants. There are

al so achi evenents. Yes, gains have been made in these last ten years.

I ntensifying econom c depression and failed "political solutions" have left a
wake of devastation, litter and broken structure everywhere. And hand in hand
with devastation has grown that resourceful ness and that hunger and thirst for
survival that is the force of Iife and the source of empowerment. In spite of
the gl oony statistical indices which are available in the world survey of
woren’ s current status worldwide, in spite of the fact that we shake our heads
and rue the el usiveness of freedomand equality, we have caught a glinmpse of the
word "possible", and we know that we feel different, that we are different wonen
fromthe wonen we were ten years ago

No, not just older. Stronger, Bol der, Surer

Ni ta Barrow

appropriate technol ogy from around the

Refl eCtions world. a ten-day filmfestival, visits to

nearby rural projects, and two narkets

on NalfQbl.... where Kenyan wonen sold crafts. The

- large blue-and-white striped "Peace Tent"

(R

Well. it s over. the world s largest ever turned out to be a special highlight,
.

gat hering of wonen and the wonen s hosting discussions. displays and

novenent. Forum 85. Sonmewhere between

12 and 15, 000 wonmen from around the world

cane to Nairobi to neet, share, and learn

fromone anothert to talk politics, and

to strengthen our novenent. Wonen of al

col ours, classes and nationalities raised

noney, beggged and borrowed to get to

Nai robi . Wthin Kenya, woren wal ked

thirty, forty, and fifty mles to get to

Nai robi . Never has there been a neeting

like it in the world, with twice as nany

third world women as white western

wonen.

Preaconference material s warned

woul d- be participants not to expect a

"conference" conference. Forum 85 was

there for all 12,000 of us to use in

what ever ways we coul d. Not surprisingly

the result was somewhat of a janboree.

The main program i ncluded over 1000

wor kshops, a "Tech and Tool Fair"

i ncl udi ng wor kshops and di spl ays of



Refl eqtionjs

on Nalrob 1.... mMm..

cultural activities on "peace". viewed
fromevery conceivable angle the Mddle
East. South Africa. the Philippines,

nati onal liberation and world peace. They-
"even facilitated a controversy on censor-
ship that arose in relation to one of the
fills schedul ed to be shown.

The courtyard plaza of the

Uni versity of Nairobi becanme a foca

point for wonen’s creativity and

i ngenuity. Anything that wasn't provided
for through the official organization got
wor ked out "on the lawn": displays of
materials. inmpronptu workshops, i nfornal
neetings, singing, neditation, rest and
rel axation.

Across town at the Kenyatta Centre,
government del gations from 160 countries
let in the "official” United Nations con-
ference to assess the il pact of the dee
cade on the status of women in their
country. One after the other, del egates
reported on the status of wonen in their
countries. At the sane tine two
conmittees met to hanmer out the wording
on the nain conference docunent. Adopted
on the last day of the conference.
Forward Looking Strategies outlines the
goal s and strategies for wonmen’s progress
to the year 2000. Wile its
recommendati ons are not bi nding on any
nati on or government body, it can serve
as a reference point to which nations can
be hel d account abl e.

The privilege of being in Nairob

was having the opportunity to |l earn from
worren, about their lives, their
oppression, their struggles. dreans.
victories and setbacks. There is nothing
nore powerful than hearing wonen weave
together the reality of their persona
lives and political struggles. It was an
opportunity to actually experience the
reality and strength of our internationa
noverment. And it’'s quite sonething to
see.

Nai robi was a powerful reaffirmation

of the strength of the wonen’s novenent
as an educational as well as politica
noverment. | was rem nded of Marg
Gayfer’s statenent that the wonenls nove-
lent was "the | ost massive adult educa-
tion cal pai gn undertaken by a single
worl d wide group half of the world's
popul ation.™ 1t’s inportant that
educators give sone thought to how nuch
we have to learn fromthe wonmen’'s
novenent: about the intinmate |inks

bet ween theory, education and politica
action, and between personal experience,
education and practice, about the

i nportance of a popul ar education in
peopl e’ s struggl e agai nst oppression, and
about the inmpossibility of a neutral or
unconmi tted education. As educators we
have a responsibility to | earn about and
to take a stand agai nst injustice and
oppr essi on.

No doubt there will be nany



di fferent assessnments of Nairobi--it’'s
signficance, the problenms, what new
possibilities it opens up. We need to
hear eval uations by different groups,

i ndi vi dual s and networks fromthe
reference point of their priorities.
What ever our overall assessments. the
chall enge for all of us who were there is
to translate what we | earned there to
strengt hen our work for wonen.

Lynda Yanz



Nai robi : End of the Decade.

Nai robi : A Forum Pani ci pant’ s

Per spective

What was Nairobi all about? For

ne. it was a reinforcenment of ny

awar eness that there are no wonen’s
"issues"--that everything inmpacts on
worren. | found it hel pful to be

rem nded of that in relation to the

nost basic concerns of life.

It was al so internationa

recogni tion of the kinds of pressures
that woren everywhere face

constantly. No nobre can governments

say that they don’t understand the

i npact of policies on wonen. Each

par agr aph di scussed at the UN

conference has inpact on wonen,

somet hi ng whi ch coul d be seen and

hear from wormen at the Forum In

that way. the two events. the Forum

and the UN Conference conpl enent ed

each other. Unlike other conferences
where subjects are exam ned
intellectually froma distance. in

Nai robi the rhetoric and the subjects

of the rhetoric were a fifteen mnute
wal k apart.

' Lisa Avedon. Past President,

Canadi an Congress on Learning
Qpportunities for Wonen.

Excerpted from Wnmen’ s Educati onl

Fal | 1985.

DAWN _

DAWN was one of the nost visible networks
operating at the Forum DAWN stands for
Devel opment Alternatives with Wnen for a
New Era. The network of activists,
researchers and policy nmakers are cone
mtted to devel oping alternative anal yses
and methods to "attain econom c and socia
justice, peace and devel opnent free from
all forns of oppression by gender, class,
race and nation."

DAWN has produced a be

Develo nent Crises and Alterna

Vi sionsl Third World Winen’s Pesgecti s
whi ch to synthesizes the experience of
worren with devel opnent, highlights the

i mpact of the global crisis on wonen and
proposes alternative visions and
strategies. ,

Their sessions included panels on

the effects of growth-oriented

devel opnent; the gl obal political
econonic and cultural crisis; alternative
vi sions, wonen in publishing, witing as a
subversive activity; the politics of
fundi ng and socialist fem nism

You can wite Devel opment Alternative
with Wiren for a New Era. o/o the4
Institute of Social Studies Trust , S MM
Theatre Crafts Building, 5 Been Daya
Upadyay Marg., New Del hi 110 002, India

| CAE Participants at Nairob

Wil e the | CAE did not send an

"official" delegation to Nairobi, we were
wel | represented.

It was in large part due to the

efforts of Nita Barrow that the Forum
cane off as smoothly as it did. W are



extrenmely proud of her, and excited that
she will continue as | CAE President for
anot her term

Q her key nmenbers of our wonen’s

program network in Nairobi,included Rosa
Paredes (Latin America), Mem Viezzar
(Latin America), Gabriela Pischidda
(Latin America), Pat Ellis (Caribbean),
Nabila Brelr (Mddle ' East). Miria
Villariba (South East Asia), Thelm
Akwari (Africa), Aice Nkhonmo and ot her
Executive Menbers of the Wnen's Research
and Documentation Project (Africa).

Moema Vi ezzar organi zed a very
successful workshop on the |inks between
adult education. the wonen’s novenent.

We hope to have her assessnent in the
next issue of the newsletter.

Lynda Yanz, womren’ s program

coordi nator. spent nost of her tine in
Nai robi working in the progral office and
front information desk.

The I CAE, in cooperation with the

NGO Pl anning Commttee. was able to
sponsor three native Canadi an woren. |vy
Chaske, Doris Linkleter,and Lillian Guay,
to attend the forum



Nai r obi ";

Wor kshop Report:

Worren and Heal th

At tines when daily survival is the
objective, primary_ health care takes

di fferent dinensions....

For ten years, Lebanon has been
experiencing alternating epi sodes of war
and relief: _

As a result of war, we talk of lore

deat hs, ki dnappi ngs, torture and

di sablings. W witness daily

di spl acenment. see mmssive hone
destruction and live in societia
fragnentation... W also witness lore
depression. |oss of hope and sonetines
uncontrol | ed despair and viol ence.

Relief inits major part follows a
policy of material donations and charity.
There are times when food aid helps a

di spl aced fam |y facing hunger, blankets
give warnth to a deprived child. and
sonetines water installnents prevent

wat er bor ne di seases fro. spreading.

But did relief ever |ake a change? In
Lebanon, relief was never chall enged and
its inpact never studied. Does relief
actually breach those acutely in need?
Does it supply the real denand? Wat are
the new health problens that result from
the flood of tons of drugs, conposed
primarily of psychoactives, tonics and
usel ess vitam ns? How | uch powdered Ililk
and bottles in nassive donations
contribute to the increased rate of
bottle feeding - at tines when nothers
seeking the best for their children think
that their mlk is polluted because of
war tensions?

How much relief humliates individuals
and encour ages dependency? How much does
it strengthen the growi ng ethnic power
structure by working through then and
thus contributing to lore war?

But the story of Lebanon is not only
that of war and relief. Like nost
devel opi ng countries, nedicalization of
society is on the increase.

Heal th care has been defined in terns

of curative services and genuine efforts
to establish primary health care units
have been mnimal ..... phar maceuti ca
usage grows totally unnonitored. Banned
drugs in the West are widely sold (for
exanpl e,

depoprovera as contraceptive,
entervioform for stomach upset, hornona
preparations as appetizers, etc.)

Si nul t aneously. the |edical profession
grows classist and sexist with male
heal t h

doct ors nonopol i zi ng care,

i ncl udi ng bi rthing.

Despite all of this, Lebanon is stil
grouped anong countries of relatively | ow
infant nortality rates, and relatively
long life spans. He still do not speak of
protein-calorie malnutrition or fam ne
and the country has not witnessed

wi despread epi dem cs.

Wen | first started ny work as a



physician with nothers and children in
popul ar areas in Beirut, | was inpressed
by the way wonen val ued heal th; they knew
the inportance of a bal anced di et and

al ways preferred fresh food itens to
canned. They knew the inportance of clean
drinki ng water, they recogni zed early
signs of abnornmalities in their children
and sought early attention. They

prescri bed a wi de range of useful herbs
and bone renedi es for cannon di seases.
and gave their children when affected by
diarrhea, lots of rice water and carrot
soup.

As a result, we (a group of field

heal th workers) focussed our efforts to
sustain this self-care that we felt was
t hreat ened. Wnen are bonbarded with
factors that aimat depriving then of

wi sdom and confidence in their.
abilities.
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Wor kshop Report:

Worren and Heal th

conti nued

When feasible. we participated in

di scussions and training progranmes wth
[ ather: and social health assistants,

ai waye starting fro. felt problens and
bui I di ng on beneficial custons and
beliefs. But an wonen's infrastructures
are unavail abl e or unorgani zed i n Lebanon
we further focueeed attention on defining
appropriate educational tools that can be
used individually to prowte self care
and sustain health. W translated with
adapt ati on useful books such as Warner’s.
"here There Is No Doctor. and prepared
books for literacy prozrawes.

Lately. we participated in a UN CEF

regi onal project for health education
wherein

were prepared for

nodul es

di f ferent audi ovi sual nodul es

the Arab world. The

buil d on useful traditiona

custows and beliefs, stem from popul ar
active

wel ory end proverbs. pronote

| earni ng. probl ew analysis and critica
awareness. |In addition. they introduce
new appropri ate techol ogy (for exanple.
oral rehydratlon therapy. and water
sterilization with sunlight.) The tools
are targetted to health and socia

workers. lothere. literacy prograws and
chil dren.
He still don’t know the value of this

health strategy at tiles when shelling
and explosions threaten the |ives of
every wowen and child.... The nmain
strategy remains political. and has
unfortunately escaped the hands of the
peopl e.

But we still have a spark of hope.

Hay Heddad

Tanzania: 6

Wnoni s Resear ch

and Docunent ati on Proj ect

The Wonen’s Research and Documrent ati on
Project (WRDP) was organized in 1982 to
pronote the study and research of wonen’s
issues in Tanzania in relation to

probl ens and strategi es of devel opnente
and to encourage docunentation. witing.
publication, and sem nars.

VWRDP is inter-disciplinary and works
within the framework of politica
econony. It critically exam nes rel evant
general theorectical materials and
materials dealing concretely with
Tanzani a and el sewhere, with enphasis on
the probl ems of wonen and soci ali st
transformation.

Over the last couple of years. there

has been an increased enphasis on popul ar
education activities. WRDP publish a
regul ar newsletter in Swahili. In terns
of special projects, the nedia sub group
recently organi zed a series of prograns
on battered wonen whi ch was broadcase on



Radi o Tanzania. And they are currently
working on a series of life histories
which will be used in the rural areas.
WRDP i s organized as a collective

with nineteen menbers. Wthin the
collective there is an el ected executive
and coordinating comittee. There are
al so conmittees working in different
areas. for exanple on mass nedi a

worren and technol ogy and wonen and

or gani zati ons.

Approxi mately half the nenbers work

at the University of Dar es Sal aam and
hal f work in other institutions. The

di versity of disciplines and work
experi ence of nmenbers has been inportant
i n deepening both the analysis and | eve
of activity of the group.

WRDP is intested in maki ng contact

and exchanging materials w th other
education and research projects.

For further information wite Alice
Nkhoma- WAmunza. Conventor, WRDP. c/o
University of Dar Es Sal aam P.0. Box
35108, Dar Es Sal aam Tanzani a.



Men Ask: ' Wiy Don’t

Worren Partici pate?

Sonehow | still feel inti-idated when
asked to do a workshop with a group of
nen. It nmakes nme annoyed when | realize
that they see that | am nervous.

However. it nakes nme determined to show
then I can do it well. Strangely, | like
it when what | have to say has got to be
translated in Bangla. It gives nme a break
to think, at least one man has to listen
carefully, and Iy work seens to be
legitinmzed by being put into another

| anguage.

Al ready | have preconci eved ideas of
what they think, as they’'ve asked ne to
do a workshop on feninisn. using art as
the tool for discussion. | feel they’ ve
asked ne because they feel sure they

al ready know what |’m going to say. One
of the problenms they have identifed in
organi zi ng | andl ess | abourers in

Bangl adesh is the | ack of involvenent by
worren. I n this workshop there are three
worren who work in the office and fifteen
lale coordinators fro. the different

regi ons of Bangl adesh. It will not be
easy to bring out these three wonen to
identify the problens inherent in a

| al e-do-inated environnent, especially as
this particular workplace "pronotes
equal ity" for womren.

Al ready they have shown ne the extent

of the difficulties of organizing wonen
ina Mislin country. At about 9:00 one
night. four of us left on notorscooters
to attend a perforlance of popular
theatre in a village. Everything was
ready when we arrived. It was dark, the
nake-shift stage lit with kerosene

| anterns, and the audience sitting on the
ground, in anticipation, in front of the
stage. A bench appeared from sonmewhere
and was pl aced at the side, near the
front so that we woul d have a good vi ew.
| felt sonewhat protected by the dark as
| thought it wouldn't be so obvious that
| was a white wonan intruding in their
conmunity. Unfortunately, | was soon
aware that the darkness did not mask |y
origins.

I nstead of introducing the play at the
begi nni ng, they gave an expl anation of

7

who | was. and why | was there. Strange
feeling to be picked out in this way.
VWhen the audi ence’s attention was drawn
to the stage, | began to | ook nore
carefully at the people attending. There
were nen of all ages and boys trying to
unobtrusively share cigarettes. It was
when | was wondering who they were hiding
the cigarettes fromthat | realized no
worman was present. Finally | saw a
shelter at the back to 'one side under
which all the wonen were huddl ed. My
first response was to want to go to join
then, not wanting to be an honourary
mal e. What woul d that acconplish?
Probably I would make them unconfortable
and not hi ng woul d be gained. | aceepted



ny honourary status - in any case

wanted to have translation.

Back at the workshop in Dhaka. each
partici pant was asked to draw how t hey
saw t he structure of the organization in
terns of sale and fenmale participation in
the organi zation, female input into

deci si on- naki ng. and where power |ay and
how it was used. The first hurdle was in
convincing themto draw. They canme to
watch we draw. | reninded the. that part
of their work was to get illiterate

| andl ess peasants to create and perfor-
their own plays. which | had seen them
do with great success. It seened a snal
thing to ask the cobrdinators to draw as
a way of expressing their ideas. 4

v



Mon Ask: Thy Don’t

Worren Partici pate? continued

As each described her/his draw ng. |

was di sappointed to find that |ost of
then saw no problens in the way woaen
participated in the organi zation

However. two of the wo-en spoke

quietly and clearly about their feelings
of being | ess encouraged and taken | ess
seriously than the aen.

The next drawing in groups of three

was to descri be how the organization
would ook if it were ideal inits

i ncl usi on of woaen. Sone said the
structure was fine the way it was. they
Just needed nore woaen. O hers suggested
| ore wonen in key positions although nost
saw that putting a wonan in the executive
directors’s Job woul d not necessarily

sol ve problens of wonmen’s participation;
| ore understanding on the part of the nen
was considered nmore of a priority. It
struck me as a little odd that the
wonen’' s concerns were given no nore

wei ght than the nen’s. Perhaps just
havi ng the opportunity to say what they
felt would stir some thought.

In evaluating the nmethod, about five

aen spoke first saying they didn't fee

it woul d be useful for their purposes.
Then finally one nan disagreed sayi ng he
could see where it would be useful, and
that as illiteracy was not a hindrance to
popul ar theatre, there was no reason to
think people couldn’'t draw. They asked ne
to give exanples of howilliterates had
responded i n Canada.

As ay experience in Canada has been

auch the sale as | found with this group
it was easy to | ake the connection.
Peopl e with higher formal education have
shown greater resistance to draw ng for
fear of doing it badly. In relating the
account of ly visit to the village where
worren were not only excluded fromthe
theatre perfornance, but were al so hidden
fro. viewin the audience. | wondered
aloud if under these circul stances the
wonen woul dn’t be lore confortable and
able to use draw ng instead.

Al t hough no response was forthcom ng

at that tile. about a lonth or two after
returning to Canada, | received a letter
saying two of the sen had used the aethod
and were encouraged by the results.

Erna Stultz

Literag 3

Zi nhabwe: Wonen and

Educati on

Wmen all over the world have been

consi dered second-rate citizens. for
centuries. In nuclear famlies wonen are
considered liabilities while men and boys
are seen as assets because they continue
the famly |lineage. Yet wi se parents and
people with foresight have cone to
recogni ze that while educating a nan you
are devel opi ng an i ndividual, whereas by
educating a worman you can devel op the
worman hersel f, her famly and so affect
the growm h of nations.



In Zi mhabwe the history of wonen and
education has been simlar to that of

ot her nations. Before |Independence.

Zi nhabwean parents opposed the education
of their daughters. Sone felt it was
enough for a girl to be educated to the
poi nt where she could wite a letter.
Sone coul d not see the wi sdoa of
educating a girl when after a few years
she woul d marry and enrich her husband’s
fam ly. She would no |onger be able to
support her own famly because | obo
(dowy) would have been paid to her
parents so that everything she owned or
ear ned now bel onged to her husband.



Zi nbabwe: Wonen and

Educati on

The pre I ndependence governnent al so
held the attitude that educati on was nore
il portant for boys. They devel oped
school s for boys only. and even the
Christian church organizations invol ved
in eduation followed the same trend.

In the early 1920’ s, coeducationa
school s were introduced in rural and
urban areas. However it took a long tine
for things to change. As tinme went by
parents. began to appreciate the
_ilportance of educating a child without
di stingui shing sex. But by then. there
was t a -vast difference between the
educational |evels of young len and
worren. and the gap in wonen’'s education
had to be filled sonehow.

Sone church and vol untary

organi zati ons introduced wonen’s cl ubs,

| others 'unions’ and honecraft schools
where wonen | earned hone nursing,

not hercraft, |aundry, basket-naki ng,

sewi ng, knitting, crochet, cookery,
general .housew fery skills, agriculture
ands ani mal husbandry, and ot her subjects
whi ch woul d contribute to making the

Zi nhabwean wonen a better wife and

I not her. The deci si on-nakers behind these
programes"” felt that a wonan’'s future
woul d be in the home. and that al
education shoul d equip her for household
and famly duties.

Al t hough nost voluntary organizations
commtted to wonen’s devel oplent at his
time concentrated on skills for a limted
vocation. pressure fromindividual wonen
resulted in the 1960’s in the devel onent
of several literacy prograls. By 1970,
they were coordi nated under one nationa
vol untary organi zati on. ALOZ. Adult
Literacy Organization of Zi nmbabwe, which
catered to both wonmen and mnen.

conti nued

eunuch eady

The literacy progranle which finally
energed fro. sone fifteen years of
experience offered to illiterates the
opportunity to beconme literate in their
not her tongue, and subsequently | earnv
English, conbined with the basic skills
of arithmetical calculation

Al t hough the educational system had
devel oped to the point where girls could
enter primary schools, |ost dropped out
after completing three or four years of
primary schooling, due to parenta
beliefs that there is no value in fully
educating girls. The drop-out rate can
also be attributed to the effect of the
pattern of migrant |abour. As men in the
rural areas |eave hone to work in town,
the wonan of the falily lust take
responsiblity for the agricultural work
needed to feed the fam|ly. She needs the
hel p of young daughters to work in the
hone and care for toddl ers and babi es.
VWhen sonmeone has becone literate in
primary school, but has not had reason to
use her literacy and nuneracy skills in



normal life these skills will be
forgotten. So sone of our 1.2 lillion
illiterate wonen are in fact |apsed
l'iterates.

I[Iliteracy in wonen is a strong
contributing factor to poor seif-i-age,
to their linted roles in the famly and
connunity. to their lack of status, to
poor conditions of falily health. tc
linited i ncone-earning capacity. In
general an illiterate wo-an does not see
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herself as a strong resource, nor does
she | ake best use of other resources
to iaprove her situation.
The reasons given by many illiterate
worren for why they want to | earn show a
[imted perception of the problem Mst
of then say "I want a better life". So-e
say "I want to read the bible. or letters
fromay husband and children." Sone say
"l want to read bus destinations and
street signs." As the literacy programe
hel ps them |l earn and raises their
Consci ousness about problens affecting
then, they change their personal goals.
As soon as wonen are able to read and
wite. they want to use these new skills
to increase their inconme, to participate
as office bearers in their own clubs, or
political neetings, and to take part in
heal th. agricultural and ot her
educational prograanes. They want to be
in touch with those who are outside their
own country and to know what is happening
there. However vague their initia
|otivation to becone literate was, there
is no doubt that nost women are extrenely
consci ous of their needs by the tine they
have become literate. There is also no
doubt that literacy for Zi nbabwean wornen
is not only a need but a basic human
right.
This illiterate woman can not share.
as an educated wonman in decision-I|aking
i nvol ving finances in her hone. She is
not only ignorant of financial issues,
but unable to plan expenditures. She say
be a victi- of an unscrupul ous vendor, or
of her husandis attitudes. She is
condeaned to the role of minor in her
hone. al though her |egal status has
changed si nce | ndependence. Qutside her
hone. however capable she is, no matter
what her | eadership abilities are, she
cannot play any decision-|aking role
which requires literacy. She cannot fully
continued 1 0
share responsibilties in her honme, in her
conmunity, or in aatters of nationa
i -portance. She has to be protected by
custom and |l aw - and has no control over
her desti ny.
Wmen’'s | ost cannon role is as wfe.
hoaenaker and nother. Here a | ack of
education affects the quality of life for
ot hers - her husband and her children.
She cannot read educational material on
hone economnics, nutrition. childcare and
preventative health. She stays away or is
excluded fro: wonmen’s clubs. and so does
not come into contact wth educationa
i deas which nay inmprove fanmly life. A
totally uneducated wonan cannot be
expected to give her children nuch
stimulation in the preschool environment.
She will always have an inferiority
conpl ex when her children tal k about
school with other children. M sunder-
standi ngs anong famly menbers may be
aggr avat ed.
Thr ough death or desertion of her



husband, the illiterate worman may find
herself the breadw nner. It is then
essential that she has inconme earning
skills which will protect her and her
famly in the event of msfortune. She
needs nore than skills in vegetable
growi ng and selling, nmaking and selling
of handicrafts. poultry. sew ng, etc. She
needs to be trained to buy in bulk

pl anni ng, nmanagenent. costing, narket
research, feasibility studies.

eval uation. sinple contracts. and ot her
rel evant skills that will nake her nore
econom cal |y i ndependent.

Any attenpt to teach such skills to
worman and organize themw || be difficult
if they are illiterate. The Zi mbabwean
worman needs literacy education that is
rel evant to her needs and interests.
Those ideas should cone fro: the wonen so
that they feel the learning laterial was
initiated by then, and bel ongs to then
If they can contribute financially to a
literacy project, no matter how snal

that contribution, they will be nore
likely to maintain interest in the
project and take responsiblity for it.
The national literacy organization.

ALQZ, has been joined in recent years by
ot her groups. The mgjor initiative has
been undertaken by the government in a
Mass Literacy Canpaign. due to finish in
1987. There are presently 250, 000
students in the |ass canpaign. ALOZ has
approxil ately 25,000 students.
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carry out three basic functions in
arithletic. The reading material is
geared initially to her role as wife and
not her, while the nuneracy course is
based on buying and selling, budgetting.
club records, and operating a savings
account. Eighty percent of uonen | eave
the progranne once they have conpl eted
the | earning tasks outlined above. For
"t hese wonen, the problemw || be one of
| apses to sem literacy. and ALOZ there
fore actively encourages |literacy groups
to run their own incone generating pro
jects. ,

The projects continue although the

wonen have | eft the progran-e: they
provi de opportunities to | ake use of
literacy and nuneracy skills, as well as
generate incone that nay be badly
needed.

For wonen who want to continue their
education, there are ALQZ progralles

whi ch introduce English and further
nuneracy up to the levels of 6th and 7th
year of prinmary schooling. Sixty-six book
titles on various subjects support the
literacy and post-literacy programes.

Q her opportunities for women in

Zil bawe to inprove their status have
opened up since | ndependence. The Prile
M ni ster, Cde. Robert Migabe. has

decl ared that his government’s policy is
that there should be no discrimnation
based on sex for any walk of life.

Many Zi nbabwean wonen have enrolled in
school s. study groups. night schools,
col | eges, correspondence col | eges, and
the University for higher education
Their aspirations are being realized. The
future |l ooks bright and there is
soaething to | ook forward to. W nen can
now t ake jobs previously reserved for len
- the conpetition is high, but merit is
the criteria, and discrilination in

el pl oyl ent on the basis of sex is now
illegal.

To quote our Prime Mnsiter on the

i naugur ation of the Mass Literacy
Canpaign, "Literacy is Liberation." It is
true for Zil babwean women.

Evel yni Shava

Popul ar Educati on

New Resour ces

Canada and Central Anerica by Rick
Arnol d. Deborah Barndt and Bev Burke
(CUSO and O SE. 1985. 96 pp.) $4.95.
Materi al s on Wonen

Li ne: in Cgurmui ggechnggugnd.

Worren’s Wrk is a 30-mnute Slide

Tape show whi ch exam nes the il pact

of m crotechnol ogy on wonen workers

in Canada. using interviews with

worren in banks. libraries and at Bel
Canada

Short _gi;ggiti__lomen oh the d oba
Agggogly__gigg is the second in our
series on wonmen and ni crot echnol ogy.
Thi s bookl et anal yses wonen’s role in



the production. assenbly and use of
new t echnol ogy around the world. fro.
the Asian factory worker to the
Canadi an of fi ce worker. The

devel opnent of the global production
network and the corporations that it
serves is explored as is the
acconpanyi ng deterioration in

wor kers’ rights and health. It
provokes a nunber of urgent questions
about organi zi ng wonen around t he
worl d involved in the production and
use of new technol ogy.
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Norway’ s Feml r ust

Uni versity Opens

On August 29th, 1985, the Norwegi an
Worren’ s University. Kvinneuniversitetet,
opened its doors. After five years of

i ntensi ve organi zi ng and fund-rai sing.
0310 is now the host city to Norway’'s
first femnist university.

Kvi nneuni versitetet is open to al

worren. of all ages. countries,
backgrounds, and education, although it
is lainly expected to serve wonmen who
have not had access to hi gher educati on.
The university will work froman inter-
di sciplinary approach, and will offer to
worren a very different experience than
traditional institutions.

One of the foundi ng phil osophica
principles of the Whnen’s University is
the abolishnent of the traditional gap
bet ween theory and practical work. in a
wonan- posi tive environnment that brings
attention to wonen’s efforts, increases
felale influence in decision-naking. and
recogni zes and "upval ues" wonen’s
culture. Course content will focus on
peace studi es, physical planning and

housing, literature, journalisn and
| anguage and general wonen’s studies.
It’s task will be to undertake and carry

t hrough cross-professional and vocati ona
research and educati on about and for
women .

Model | ed |1 oosely on Friend s Worl d

Col  ege, in which small groups of
students travel internationally, working
with |l ocal residents, the Kvinneuniver-
sitetet will offer a simlar experience
to wonen. The university is organi zed on
the ideal of shared responsibility, with
smal | worki ng groups being the actua
wor ki ng sites.

Organi zers are actively trying to

rai se funds. anticipating that the
Worren’s University will continue to
experience financial difficulties. An

i nternational support group has been
establ i shed, and nel bership is obtained
through a small subscription fee. Those
interesting in supporting the fundraising
efforts can contact: Vaekevovn, 135 B
Csl o 3, Postgirokonto 215 3443.

In addition to the perennial task of
fundrai sing, contacts are bei ng sought

wi th national and regional sections. such
as UVEA in Sweden, and the Wnmen' s
Proletarian University in Italy.

Organi zers are keen to extend the

net wor k.

For nore information. contact:

Astrid Thoner

Nor wegi an Associ ati on of Adult

Educati on Organi zati ons.

Dr onni ngens gt. 17

Post boks 560 Sentrun

0105 Gslo 1



The Turning Point: A

Conference for Rura

Wonen

The "Turning Point". an Ontario
conference "for rural wonen, by rura
worren", hel d Novel ber 1984 has j ust

rel eased its Conference Proceedings.

The Proceedi ngs are designed to be a
networ ki ng tool for rural wonen who are
concer ned about the issues facing rura
worren today. The Proceedi ngs package, an
attractive binder, includes a workshop
manual , in which each of the 19 workshops
presented at the Conference is

hi ghli ghted and reviewed, with materia
presented clearly and concisely, to
permt wonmen to either reproduce the
successful forlat of the workshop, or to
use the material in ways that are usefu
to their local connunity; a conprehensive
resource listing of rural organizations
in Ontario, with a special euphasis on
wonens groups, group structure and

organi zation, and indentification of
project priorities; addresses of al
partici pants, resource people, planning
connittee menbers, and group | eaders; and
a history of the Turning Point Connittee,
i ncludi ng corment on the design of the
educational program and process. The

hi story of the planning conmittee is
perhaps the nost interesting inclusion in
the Proceedi ngs package. The conference
was | odelled on a participatory education
design, in which participants and group

| eaders were seen as equally skilled
resources, whose experiences were val ued
sources of know edge. The pl anni ng
conmittee notes that "the decision had
been taken that this would be a skil

devel opnent as opposed to an issue
oriented conference. Two i nportant
principles....guided the design: that we
woul d not rely on outside experts, and
that we would create an opportunity for
participants to work in constant snal
groups for a large portion of the con
ference tinme.

At the beginning of the two day
conference. participants broke into smal
groups whi ch stayed together for the
duration of the conference, attending

wor kshops toget her. The accounts of how
smal | groups of participants. who were
usual | y unknown to each other. nade

deci sions, resolved conflict, and grew to
3

understand the conpl ex nature of group
dynam cs are fascinating.

The Proceedings include a frank and

open eval uation of the Conference, and
while flaws were pointed out in the 3-811
group process, participants in genera
reported that the techni que was
unexpectedly successful. Wile the

organi zers noted that a Conference, with
it’'s enmphasis on the participants

thensel ves, and the process they would go
through toget her was an unusual and
"scary" nove. the departure fro. the
format of past conferences was highly



successful .

The Turni ng Point Proceedi ngs are

avail abl e by witing:

Ann Harl ey,

Faculty of Part-Tine and Continuing
Education. The University of Western
Ontari o, Stevenson-Lawson Buil di ng,
London, Ontario, N6A 588

Thi s Newsl etter Brought

to you bhy...

The Wonen’'s Program Newsl etter is
produced in Toronto. under the direction
of the Wbnen’'s Program Coordi nator, Lynda
Yanz, and | CAE President Nita Barrow in
coordi nation with a production conmttee.
Active in production of the

Newsl etter are, from Participatory
Research Group, Lynda Yanz, Amy Cottli eb,
Maur een Si npkins, Susan Prentice; and
Marg Gayfer, Jackie Sullivan, Arlene

Sul l'i van, and Anele Wbrk fromthe | CAE.



Costa Rica:

Li stening to Wonen

In Costa Rica. unlike other Latin
Anerican countries. a health. education
and | egal infrastructure already exists.
The country has achieved the health
standards that nost other devel oping
nati ons hope to reach by the year 2000.
Literacy rates for wonen are relatively
high (93% with a gender gap of just 1%
in favour of men. Most Costa Ricans do
not go on to high school. but of those
who have the opportunity to do so, there
seens |little bias based on sex. Here, as
at the post-secondary |level, the

di fferences appear in the courses which
women choose. However, there are sone
signs that this is changing. Increasing
nunbers of Costa Ri can women are choosi ng
non-traditional careers.

The judicial system especially the

Fam |y Code, has been call ed one of the
nost advanced in the world. and
internationally Costa Rica has ratified
four out of seven conventions on the
rights of wonmen. and has signed a fifth.
As the Mnister of Justice during the
1978-82 adni ni stration, Elizabeth dio,
poi nted out, the challenge for the Costa
Ri can wonen of today is to seek the

i mpl ement ati on of groundwork which has
al ready been | aid.

The task at hand is made difficult

gi ven the soci o-economc crisis which
began in earnest in 1978. Wile in 1977.
one quarter of the Costa Rican popul ation
l'ived below the poverty line, over the
next 7 years. the class structure was
conpletely reversed. By 1982, nearly
three quarters of all Costa Rican
famlies were living bel ow the poverty
i ne. The housing situation has al so
reached critical levels. In this tiny
country of just under 3 million, there is
an officially estimted 200, 000 unit
deficit.

Since 1975, International Wnmen's

Year, approximtely 20 "internediary
worren’ s or gani zati ons" have conme into
exi stence. Previously, there were only 4
operating. Prograns run by the 2
governmental and approxi mately 15 non-
governmental groups are in areas such as
| obbyi ng, wonen’s health issues, |ega
assi stance prograns, educati on and
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mat eri al production.and vocationa
training, Over the past two years wonen’s
i ssues have been raised within public and
private organi zati ons not previously
working in the area. So, for exanple.the
Nati onal Vocational Institute, INA is
training a group of "pronotoras" whose
specific target group responsiblility is
worren fromthe | ower socio-econonic
bracket. In a like manner. many conmunity
groups have begun to address wonen’s

i ssues.

Adul t / Popul ar Education: Sone Exanpl es
The Rural Wonmen's Bureau, Agrarian

Devel opnent Institute (I DA) has been



i nvol ved with rural wonen | ocated on
government settlenents. Some. but not al
have been involved in production
projects. After initial preparation of a
four-nmenber staff team interviews began
Rural wonen were encouraged to tal k about
their experiences, their concerns. their
joys and their vision of the future.
Fol | ow-up invol ved a national conference
where "canpesi nas" fromdifferent parts
of the country cane together to exchange
their experiences face to face. The
department has just received a grant from
the United Nations and has announced it
will enmbark on nore adult education work
i ncludi ng the production of materials.
Alianza de Mijere Costarricenses is

one of the ol dest women’s organizations,
(established in the early 1950’s) and has
one of the largest direct grass-roots
constituencies of all the non-
governmental organi zations. It has |ong
of fered store-front |egal counselling. It
is active in the organi zation of wonmen's
groups whi ch address inmredi ate i ssues
such as daycare and housing. It supports
rural wonmen involved in agricultura
production activities. Currently it is
devel oping a literacy program including
materials for "canmpesina" wonen. One of

| ast year’s nost interesting projects

i nvol ved the production of a 5-bookl et
series which was devel oped by nenbers of
the psychol ogy departnent of the
University of Costa Rica, in cooperation
with the AMC. The thenes. were set out in
[ arge drawings. with clear and brief
text. Afirst printing was distributed
and ran out imrediately. Unfortunately.
the series will not be reprinted. The
controversial volume on wonen and hi story
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argued that a private property based
econom ¢ systemcontributes to the
expl oi tation of women. The wonen’s

bureau of the Mnistry of Culture. Youth
and Sports had financed the publication
of the series. Wile AMC as well as many
ot her women’ s groups supported the
worren’ s bureau, the Mnistry will not
approve anot her edition.

Centro Pro Mijere is one of the newest
women’ s organi zations. It began work in
1979 with the translation and adaption of
Jane Cottinghanis Bottle Babies. Once the
initial project was conplete, the group
continued. broadening its activities and
increasing its contribution to the
worren’ s novenent. The Centre produced a
tel evi sion programre about the country’s
first wonen’s cooperative. The producer
lived with the wormren workers, devel oped
the script with them and took the fina
programme back for themto see, and
conment on. Wbrren coop workers wanted to
say nore, and so a second program was
devel oped, using simlar nethodol ogy.
Anot her exanpl e of Centro Pro

Mijere’s work was carried out in
cooperation with institutions |ike |IDA
Menbers of the Centre took oral histories
of grass roots wonen. Fromthese
materials, two "agendas" or datebooks
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were published. The participants saw
their own thoughts in print and were able
to conmuni cate their concerns to other
sectors and parts of the country. From
the oral history and phot ographs which
have been generated over the course of
this and other work, the Centre hopes to
produce audi o-vi sual materials. such as
soap-opera radi o programres. They will be
based on the experiences of wormen and be
open-ended, to encourage active and
positive participation in the exam nation
of solutions to problens wonen face

The University of Costa Rica. one of

four national universities.is where a
particularly interesting exanple of
research with an adul t/ popul ar educati on
conponent has energed. An exanple is a
proj ect which explored factors which

bl ock wonen’s full participation in the
political and econonic devel opnent of
their nation. The nenbers of the
research team spent a great deal of tine
listening to grass-roots wonen. The nusic
department interpreted the results by
witing two songs. Printed materials
were al so devel oped and circul ated. Both
mat eri al s have been used in work with
grass-roots groups. The feed-back has
been integrated in the production of a
second publication on the role donestic
work plays in a wonen’s |life and steps
whi ch can be taken to reduce this
becom ng an i nsurnount abl e obstacl e for
further growth.
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coni hnucd

obst acl es: Reachi ng Qut

In general. nost groups have a

genui ne comrmittnent to devel op projects
which will have a positive inmpact on
worren. My inpression is that groups have
turned to adul t/popul ar education in the
belief that it offers a nore appropriate
net hodol ogy, but efforts in this
direction are still beginning. G oups
wi Il face ideol ogi cal considerations as
they grapple with building bridges

bet ween obj ectives and results. In
addition, and in al nost every case, there
is a severe shortage of hunan and
material resources. This is a limtation
which is a severe threat to the very

exi stence of sone small and productive
non- goVer nnent al gr oups.

Groups are dealing with their

obstacles in a variety of ways. One is to
make the best use of in-house expertise.
Wor kshops are being organi zed by a
menber who is skilled in a certain area.
Succeedi ng events will be taken up by a
di fferent person. G oups have al so begun
to reach out to other groups and
cooperate in joint endeavors. A third
way i nvolves contact with an "expert"
organi zation to devel op specific skil
bui | di ng wor kshops for internal group
educati on.

For nore information. contact Centro

Pro Mijere, Apdo 470. San Pedro Montes de
Oca, San Jose 2050, Costa Rica.

Nancy Sher man

Worren perform 2/ a of

the wodd’ a work’ _

hoursYet mreset s

only 50017 wodd mre

sown las than 1?- or

the worH s propcrty

manme; reverse

Nab dommaoon, S.
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Eerspectiyg, Birgit Brock-Utne, 174
pages, Perganon Press, 1985

At atime of low activity and cynicism
in the peace |ovenent. Birgit Brock-Utne,
a Norwegi an social scientist. peace
educator, and activist has presented us
with a book filled with empowering
observations, questions and ideas about
felinism peace and social change
education. The underlyi ng nessage
presented convinci ngly throughout the
book is that the relationship between
fem ni sm and di sarmanment provi des hope
for change.

She begins with a definition of peace.
broadened to include the distribution of
wealth within states. direct violence
(such as war, battered wonen and
children) and indirect or structural
violence (ie, where a society is
structured so that a few people make big
profits fro. the work of the exploited



many.) Her basic assunption is "when

the concept of peace inplies that every
hul an bei ng regardl ess of sex has the
right to alife in peace, and peace is
defined as justice, the right to
fulfillment of basic needs, to self-
determination, nost fenminist research can
be call ed research on wo-en and peace.".
(page 3).

In the first chapters, Birgit supports
this theory with nunmerous studi es and
statistics about wonen as victinms of
structural and direct violence in terns
of nortality rates. popul ati on sex

rati os. working hours. distribution of
resources. refugees. mlitary spending
and unenpl oynent. social welfare, rape
and battering. She al so explores wonen’s
relationship to the mlitary and
describes a century of wonen-led peace
novenent activities around the world,

t hus nmaki ng visi bl e sone of the unseen
hi story of wonen and non-vi ol ent

resi stance.

Birgit is not afraid to raise the

i mportant questions about wonen and the
peace nmovenent which have been the source
of much debate during the last five years
-- does working in the peace | ovel ent
hel p or hinder wonmen’s |iberation? what
are definitions of w fem nismand
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fem ni sts? Her description of the scope
of women’s peace lurk. as well as the
tensi ons anong wonen’s and ni xed gender
groups gives a challenging indication of
the complexity of concerns w thout
assum ng answers.

The real heart and strength of the

book becomes apparent in the |ast three
chapters as Birgit discusses her
theories, experiences and ideas for peace
education froma felinist perspective.
The basis of her presentation is the

di ffering socialization of boys and girls
frominfancy onward. which | eads to the
creation of nen with aggressive. war-like
val ues.

Many interesting studies of play

patterns in snail children are cited,

whi ch | ook at |evels of aggression in
boys and the devel opnent of non-vi ol ent
conflict resolution skills in girls. She
uses primarily a social |earning theory
to show how aggressi on, conpetition, and
oppression of wonmen are fostered in

boys.

Birgit is particularly critical of

west ern school systens which she sees as
conpetitive and violent. giving
preferential treatnent to boys. She

poi nts out that nodern education presents
a dichoto-y between humanities and

sci ence. conpartnentalizing the structure
of know edge, so that apolitical
conpetitive attitudes are fostered in
scientists because they are renpved from
the social ilpact of their scientific

i nnovations. Birgit calls for a conbined,
i ntegrated approach to education at al

| evel s. She believes that as educators,
we can lainly do sonething about the

envi ronnent surroundi ng the child.
encour agi ng peaceful values. and
beginning to "legitilize a new category
of man. a non-violent man." (page 99) In
asserting that we nust educate not only
about peace, but for peace, she says
"factual information |lay not change
attitudes and nodes of thinking if the
condi tions surrounding the | earning
situation do not change si-ultaneously."”
(page 126)

Utimately. Birgit’'s passion for

felinist and peace research conmes through
in the final chapter as she pours out
many provocative thoughts and questions
on the |inks between wonen and peace. in
terns of both research and politica
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action. She reasserts that real change
will only cone if wonen first become
aware of their oppressed state; and she
al so argues that the peace nmovement nust
learn fromthe wonmen's | ovelent to be
active, angry and mlitant. She has a
trel endous skill for offering ideas.
guestions and directions for future work
on peace froma fem ni st perspective; and
her style loved me to want to act, and to
feel capable of effecting change in
personal as well as global realls.



The introduction states that the book
shoul d be used both as a textbook and to
provoke actions. Usually theory and
action are not so easily nerged, yet
Birgit seens to have succeeded in witing
a book which presents good research, is
wel | -referenced, in a style which is

cl ear, energizing. and accessible to a
variety of readers, whether activists,
researchers, or both.

I look forward to consulting Educating
for Peace many tines over for

i nspiration, ideas, and resources as we
conti nue our peace education froma
felinist perspective.

Mar gar et Hancock
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New Fut ures: Changi ng Wnen' s Educati on
Mary Hughes, Mary Kennedy

Rout | edge, Kegan, Paul, London, 1985,

183 pages.

In New Futures: Changi ng Wnen’s
Educati on. Hughes and Kennedy present a
fasci nati ng account of the relationship
bet ween fem ni sm and adult education in
Engl and.

The book is divided into three

di stinct sections. In the first, the
authors offer a frank assessment of where
wonen are at, "even in adult education
where the majority of staff and students
are wo-en, the teaching and cl ass
provi si ons seens to be based on
traditional cultural assunptions where
men are the definers and doers, and wo-en
i ke children, black people, the working
class. the old and the disabled are a
subnorl al species to be differently

cat egori zed, studied and provided for."
In the sanme section they present a

fasci nating chapter, "Lifecycles: A
Positive Mddel of Fragnmentation". The

aut hors argue that women’s diversity of
rol es and rel ati onshi ps are underval ued
and rarely recogni zed as positive and
creative. The fragmentation in | ost
worren’s lives is a nodel for change and
devel opnent, since it’'s flexibility fits
changing lifecycles and the technol ogi ca
revol ution we’'re living through

"At present, educational provision

both formal and informal is based on
general assul ptions of what is needed by
adults, or for wonen in the specific
worren’ s educati on progranme. Little
attention is paid, not only to the
fragnmented |ifestyles and responsiblities
of wo-en, but also to wonen’s |ifecycles
which are different fromnmen's. The two
sexes do not synchronise at the sane tinme
in the lifecycle.

"Winen's lifelines tend to be criss-
crossed, blurred. see-ingly confused, and
al t hough we have identified the
nultiplicity of wonen's roles, these are
not separately valued. but julbled
together in the sole role of honemaker.
Men’s life patterns tend to run in
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paral l el and rarely cone together; work
is separated fro. hone and hone from
leisure, so nen’s lives_ are divided in
terns of roles and status; they have
space but little connection between these
different parts. They are accorded nore
recognition, but inreality their lives
can be nore limting enptionally. In fact
educational provision for adults reflects
the di chotony between work and | eisure
(man’ s experience?) rather than relating
to the nulti-dilensional variety of
wonen’s |ives."

Ca(h jackson

The second section, a collection of 19

di fferent case studies of w dely varying
experi ences of wonen in adult education
is the lost uneven. It is also perhaps

t he weakest section of the book. Mst of



the case studies, which average four
pages in length. are sinply too short to
do anything but tantalize. Wile nost of
the accounts are a straightforward
recounting of facts. others wake brief
stabs at analysis. | was struck by how
dissatisfied | felt with the case
studies. Wiile the range and diversity -
fromchildlinders to the Totnes Wnen’s
Centre - inspired me. fewer case studies
in greater depth woul d have acconpli shed
the sane purpose nore successfully.

The final section of the book is where
the author’s nobst concrete visions of
change can be found. In "What Sort O
Educati on? What Sort OF Cul ture7", an
anal ysis of the case studies can be
found, drawi ng seelingly disparate
exanpl es into a coherent pattern

In "Dil en-as of Innovation", we find

the core of the book. Wile acknow edgi ng
the adverse effect on adult education
that a conservative governnent’s cutbacks
and restraint has had, the authors argue
convincingly for other barriers.



conti nued

"The notion of change, of openness.
unconfortabl e though it say be, has to be
built into the educational structure and
progranme at all levels...to allow
different states of consci ousness and

i nterpretation."” Hughes and Kennedy
argue that the formal part of adult
education is too closely nodelled on
full-tine schooling "structured,
tinetabl ed, exalination-conscious. and
institutionally authoritarian." They
believe that traditionally adult
education has laintained a prescriptive
and a political position withinits
general cultural and skills education
progral -e. Both of these are used as
nechani sns to deci de and prescribe what
shoul d be available. on the seeningly
rati onal grounds that order, continuity
and variety are essential to a
curriculum

Anot her control mechanism identified

by Hughes and Kennedy, is not just
neutralisn toward. and conformity with
the prevailing ideol ogy of society, but
def ense of the status quo on the grounds
that education for adults shoul d be
apolitical and as 'unbiased’ as possible.
As they say "bal ance can lead to an
infinite variety of provision or, it can.
as is so often the case, lead to the

| owest connon denoni nat or t hat
uncritically attelpts to be all things to
all people at all tines. It’s rather

i ke chicken as the nain course at
conference dinners; bland yet pleasant,
and unlikely to of fend nany people’s

pal ates: the safe option.”

Runni ng t hroughout the book. present

in nearly all the case studies. and
acknow edged in glancing ways in the

aut hor’s analysis. is the enornous
barrier for wonmen's participation posed
by a lack of childcare. The failure to
truly take childcare to heart despite
repeat ed requests by nothers. |ust stand
as one of the biggest blind spots of
novenents for social change. To the
degree that Hughes and Kennedy don’t make
this demand for childcare a central one,
they too do uoaen a disservice.

Despite this inmportant onlission. New
Futures: Changi ng Wnen's Education is an
exciting and chal | engi ng book, a state of
the art assessnment of wonen and adult
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education in Britain. Hughes’ and
Kennedy’ s cl ear and accessibl e
prescriptions for change ought to be
required reading for all adult educators.
As they say, "a radical change in the
education oft adults will not of itself
lead to a funda-ental restructuring of
soci ety; but all the sane education nust
be aware of its own potential for change
and the ripple effect which such ree

vi sion could have on other institutions
and people.”

Susan Prentice
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MATCH Poster Cal

MATCH . a Canadi an agency nat ching
wonen’ s needs and resources in Canada and
the Third Wrld, has put out a call for
post ers about wonen. MATCH, a non-
governmental organi zation committed to
the enpower nent of wonen through overseas
project funding and public education, is
seeki ng donations of posters that depict
the lives and cel ebrati ons of wonen

t hr oughout the devel opi ng worl d.

The posters will be nounted and

exhi bited t hroughout Canada to educate
the public, and especially wonen, about
the situations and actions of wonen
overseas. Posters are a visually exciting
and effective way to pronote
under st andi ng and support for the conmon
struggl es faci ng wo-en worl dw de.

MATCH is calling for copies of

posters, and/or |eads on how to obtain
posters. In addition to carefully
packaged posters, they ask for

i nfornation about the group producing the
laterials. as well as short statenents
about the issues depicted in the poster.
For nore information. contact

Sherry Gal ey/ Heat her Brechin

MATCH I nternational Centre

401- 171 Nepean St

Otawa, Ontario

Canada K2? 084
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| NTERNATI ONAL WOMEN' S TRIBUNE CENT)!'!'! I nc.
Monogr aph on Wonen and Appropriate
Technol ogy a

Pl anned for 1985: sone possible topics
are wonmen inventors; wonen and credit;
womren and water; wonmen and the new
technol ogi es. Address all inquiries or
contributions to:

The Approtech Asia Secretari at

4t h Fl oor. Yutivo Building,

270 Dasnarinas St

Bi nondo, Metro Manil a,

Republic of the Philippines.

Sisters of Invention: Report on the .Asia
and Pacific Wnen's Shall Technol ogi es
and Busi ness Forum Manila, Philippines,
Nov. 1983. US$3.50 (postage and handl i ng)
One prine concern articulated in the
many di scussi ons during the Forum dealt
precisely with the design of technol ogy.
Most designers do not have wonmen in m nd
despite the fact that, nore often than
not, wonmen will be the end users of the
technol ogi es they design...The consensus
was that there was a great need to bring
worren and the needs of wonen into the
stream of econom c consci ousness and
policy-making .....
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Phi | i ppi nes:

Worren and Wat er

Suriago City in the Philippines
conprises 53 villages. 22 of then |ocated
on of fshore islands. and | ack of nearby
wat er was a serious problem Sone woren
had trekked five kilonmetres up to

the mountains or travelled by boat to the
nei ghbouring islands in search of the
preci ous resource.

In 1981, the wonen deci ded to organi ze
thensel ves into Mdther’'s C ubs of 20-50
_ lenbers for self-help in water

devel opnent. Assistance was sought and
obtained fromthe city adm nistration
Wthin less than a year, the wonen had
hel ped plan and inplement 13 gravity-fed
wat er systens from nountain sources.
Once water. was brought down to the

vill ages, wonmen had spare tinme to
undertake sanitation and other village
projects, including latrine construction
and garbage col |l ection and di sposal
Conpetititons were organi zed for the | ost
heal thful village which received a prize
at the annual convention

Then di saster struck: typhoon Nitang.

It left several hundred people dead, and
destroyed water systens, health centres.
homes and ot her buildings in the

vill ages. Undaunted. the Mdther’'s d ubs
request ed assistance for rehabilitation
Hel p cane fromthe Governnent and a
nunber of bilateral and nultilatera
donors. including the Enbassies of
Australia. Canada. Federal Republic of
Germany. New Zeal and and Norway, and

UNI CEF, UNCP. and the UN Di saster Reli ef
Organi zati on (UNDRO) .

The Mother’'s Clubs are now actively
coordinating efforts to repair/construct
50 shal l ow and 10 deep wells with
handpul ps, and 36 pi ped water systels;
train handpunp caretakers; and pronote

| atrine-building and i nprovenent of

envi ronnental sanitation

Reprinted from Decade Watch, published
by the UN Devel oprment Progra-|e.
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Equity: A Stubborn

Probl em for Woren

Wmen's participation in the |abour

mar ket has increased substantially since
1979. but the pursuit of equity relains a
st ubborn probl em across the 24
industrialized countries of the

Organi zation for Econom ¢ Devel opnent and
Cooper ati on.

This is one of the broad concl usi ons

of an CECD report on "The Integration of
Worren into the Econony." The 184-page
report notes: "while fenale | abour force
particiation rates have increased
substantially, higher degrees of

occupati onal segregation persist; fenale
unenpl oynment rates are higher than male
rates in a nunber of countries; and, to a
greater extent than len, wonen are

subj ect to involuntary part-tine work and



hi dden enpl oynent . "

The report shows that in education.
significant differences relain between
the sexes; in social security and
taxation, a variety of disadvantages
persist "v particularly of an indirect
nature -- and while mgrant wonen
represent a relatively m nor proportion
of the total female population. they
continue to be subject to specia

di sadvant age.

The general policy conclusion: To

i mprove wonen’ s di sadvant aged econonic
position, policy nsut go a | ong way
beyond prohibiting direct discrinination
and requiring equal pay for equal work.
“Integration of Wonen into the
Econony", report avail able from
Publ i cations Dvision, CECD. 2 rue
Andr e- Pascal . 77577 Paris Cedex.

France

Mar gar et Gayf er



Centre for Wnmen's

Studi es in Tehran

The Centre for Wnen's Studies in
Tehran, is an independent, non-profit
research institution. established in
Sept enber 1984. to provide research of
outstanding quality in social, economnic.
and political aspects of wonen’s issues
in lran. as well as at regional and
international |evels.

At this stage of its devel opnent. CWS
sponsors the follow ng three progranmes
of study:

a A social and political analysis of
worren’ s novenents in advanced
industrialized countries;

a A social and political analysis of
worren’ s novenents in Islamic countries;
0 A theoretical analysis of wonen's
social and political status in an Islamc
f r amewor k.

The Centre also ains to organi ze

nati onal and regi onal seninars to devel op
research works on the three basic
programs of study outlined above.

The Wnen's Centre to date has

" publ i shed ei ght papers. W would greatly
appreci ate receiving publications of
other institutions working in simlar

ar eas.

For nmore information, contact:

Ms. Parvin Derakshan.

Centre for Women' s Studies

PO Box 1314/ 654

Tehran. Islamc Republic of Iran

Sri Lanka:

Bar ef oot Doctors

Over 400 Sri Lanka volunteers

nostly wonen - are providing a vital

i nk between sone 23,000 settler famlies
and the health services in the newy
devel oped | ands of the Mahaweli Ganga
river basin. Ml aria and snake-bites
particul arly, co-pound the settlers’
difficulties as they try to adjust to
their newlife and transport constraints
make access to nurses and doctors
difficult. The volunteers are able to
provide first aid, treat lalaria. and

di arrhoeal diseases. etc.

Vol unteers get basic training in such
subj ects as primary health care, health
education, maternal and child care, the
i mportance of safe water and adequate
sanitation, etc. Refresher courses are
provi ded every nonth. Wth UN CEF help
each volunteer is equipped with a stock
of basic nedicines - anti-nalaria pills.
apsirin, etc., afirst-aid kid, ora
rehydration salts. food supplenents for
pre-school ers and expectant and nursing
not hers. a bicycle, an unbrella and a
backpack. Each is then responsible for
approximately 50 famlies.

The bi ggest chal |l enge, according to
Guanawattrie. one of the volunteers is
changing the settlers’s old habits. For
exanpl e. though she explains the |ink
bet ween i npure water and intestina

di seases and urges the. to boil their
drinking water. nnay still drink fromthe



muddy streals when they work in the
fields. Settlers are assisted to build
latrines and all but 2 or 3 of the 50
famlies in her charge have now done so;
but they still have to be persuaded to
use them because they consider then

uncl ean.

Reprinted from Decade Watch, published
by the UN Devel oprment Progranme.



