A gecrei Pith devised by the Departnent of
Foreign Ailairs to build a harbour in Turkey
to get around coal exporting sanctions was
dropped afttr the outbreak of the Gulf War.
The schem was apparently to have been
financed bl the private sector, but under
control of ihe departnmentis planning divi-
sion. then htaded by the present anbassador
to France, .Vlarc Burger.

The FMIlirst reported the existence of the
plan after mA5 that the SA Police had re-
guest ed R250 000 of slush funds from

Foreign Affairs to sponsor two Inkatha ral -
lies (Curfew Affairs July 26).

About thrte years ago, SA coal exports to

Bel gi um cane under severe pressure. This
ilted in I he release of Belgian citizen

i el ena Pastoars, who had been convicted

under SA Stcurity laws. Her rel ease was
negoti at ed between Foreign Mnister Pik

Bot ha and his Bel gian counterparts Leo Tin-
demans f \When coal exporting contracts

were up for renewal .

The FM has | earnt that Ti ndemans was

under pressure fromsocialists in the Belgian
parliament. They pressed for Pastoorsi re-

| ease after COsaccused Kl aas de Jonge (who
was holed up in the Dutch enbassy for

nont hs) had been given pernission to | eave
SA. De Jongel s departure coincided with the
rel ease of the SA Defence Forceis Mjor
Wnand du Toit froman Angolan jail and
French priest Pierre Al bertini from G skei
Bot ha this Wek refused to comrent on

the Pastoors issue. ul cannot deny or confirm
it. Various factors are considered when a
person in Pastoorsi position is rel eased. Sone
of these factors are confidential and | cannot
i ment on them?"

ut the Foreign Mnister did offer an

expl anation 10 the FM why the Turki sh har-
bour scheme did not get off the ground.

"The desperate need which existed a few
years ago to obtain secure, long-termcoa
contracts was no | onger essential to the coa
i ndustry. The @ulf War had al so had a mmj or

i mpact . | ."

Bot ha continued: uThe private sector was

al so concerned about the fact that in matters
of this nature there never can be a guarantee.
Shoul d the private sector, however. be inter-
ested (in continuing with such a schene) |
bel i eve that the Turkish governnent m ght

be interested in discussing the matter.n

Bot ha and Coal industry representatives

met for the first time at New ands House in
Cape Town (Bothais official residence),
probably at the’ begi nning of 1989. A schene
was nmooted to b uild a harbour on the Turk-

i sh coastline near the Canakkal e cenment fac-
tory on the approaches to the Dardanell es.
The FM has also learnt that Botha paid a
secret visit to Tterey at that time _ but he
M
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woul d not confirmthis.

Accordi ng to docunents and maps in the
possession of the FM it appears that plans
for the construction of a coal term nal were
| ooked at as early as January 1988. Johan-
nesburg financial consultant lan Forbes tells



the FMthat he was involved with the project
_- doing feasibility studies _ at that tinme.
A Christiani & Nielsen report. which

deals with proposals for the iiCanakkal e
Cenment Marine Terminal for coal and iron
ore," is dated February 10 1988. According
to the report, the site was first visited on
January 19 and 20 1988 in order to assess the
technical feasibility of the proposals.

At that stage, Forbes and his partner
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.lurgen Weiss of Austral Trade Internation-
al, had been in contact with a fornmer

Fi nance Departnent official in Zurich

Chris van der Walt, and his associate. Cert
Peter. Van der Walt died a couple of nonths
ago.

Van der Walt put Forbes and Wiss in

touch with John Bransconbe, a retired busi-
nessman who had offices in Paris and Ger-
many, and operated a bank account out of
Geneva. Contact was al so made with a CO-

| onel Varda, an undercover Turkish military
intelligence officer.

Through a top Turkish civil servant, Oz

Tur kman, Forbes worked with Yussuf Ozal,

a brother of the then Turki sh PM Turgut
Ozal (now Turki sh president). Forbes told
the FM that he had been doing the feasibility
studies with the Turkish State Pl anni ng of -
fices through Yussuf Ozal mwho had ap-
parently al so been involved with arns ex-
ports from SA to Turkey.

According to the FM5 sources, the owner-
ship of the plant woul d have remai ned with
the sharehol ders and financiers until their
i nvest nent had been covered by the opera-
tion. Thereafter the Turkish El ectoral Au-
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har bour that was beached

thority would have taken ownership of the
coal power station # a system known as

BOT (build, operate and transfer); The
sources say that SA's private sector share
woul d have been very smal |

"Qur attenpt was prinmarily to obtain
reasonably | arge | ong-termcoal exporting
contracts. Qur task was to investigate the
possibilities and then to involve the private
sector. W advised. made contact and de-
signed the planstw one source told the FM
According to the Christiani & N el sen

pl ans, another proposal envisaged the con-
struction of a second jetty with ship | oaders
and unl oader s.

The budget costs for the second proposa
were estimated at $25m which excl uded
handl i ng equi pment. The report stated that
these are Il ballapark figures and arrived at in
alimted tine span." Forbes reckons the
final project would have cost $110m (about



R525n) including the handling equi prent.
Maj or coal exporters this week confirmed
that they were present at the New ands

House tal ks. Antoal chairman David Ran-

kin says he attended the neeting but uAm
coal was not in favour of the projectfi Rand
M nesl Allen Seal ey echoes the sentinent.
ttWe | ooked at the project as a coal industry
and a comm ttee was put together to investi-
gate what likely size port would be needed.
Havi ng | ooked at the project as a whole we
felt it was not econom cally viable.

uWe could notjustiliy it and | think it was
Genminls Brian G| bertson who on behal f of
us alL signed a letter in which we __ in a
friendly way i inforned the departnent of
our reservations."

Seal ey says he seriously doubts that Rand

M nes would in future be interested in such a
schene.

ttBut | cannot talk for the industry W
woul d not consider it unless something un-

f oreseen happens. The Turkish market on its
own did not justify the port they had envis-
aged? Rankin says Antoal would not con-
sider entering into such a schenme in future.
For bes, who says he did feasibility studies,
clains that he received no paynent. itThe
qguestion then is, who got the boodl eT" The
FM's Foreign Affairs source says that in the
end no nobney was spent, apart froma snal
amount for some of the feasibility studies of
their own. Eddi e Bol hu
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di vided | oyalties.

Urkhonto we Sizwe (MK). the ANC s



