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About 200 delegates re p re se n tin g  approx im ate ly  100 
o rg a n is a tio n s  attended th is  m eeting. I t  must be sa id  th a t 
the conference was a hardw orking one, the sessions la s t in g  
up to  alm ost m idn igh t each day. The main purpose o f the 
conference was to se t the g u id e lin e s  fo r  the fo rthcom ing  
congress and to  d iscuss ways and means o f  ensuring  the 
w idest p o s s ib le  p a r t ic ip a t io n .

The genera l approach o f the World Congress can be 
judged from  the Communique and the Appeal. The date o f 
the w orld  Congress was set a t 2-7 O ctober.

A conspicuous gap in  the conference was revea led by 
the poor re p re s e n ta tio n  from  B lack A fr ic a .  Delegates a tte n ­
ded from  M a li,  Guinea and Somalia, and the l ib e r a t io n  move­
ments were represented by ANC, ZAPU and PAIGC. The r e s u lt  
was th a t the Commission on A fr ic a ,  cha ired  by the delegate 
from  Madagascar, on ly  s ix  people could be p re se n t, the 
r e s u lt  being th a t A fr ic a n  a f f a i r s  could n o t be adequately 
d iscussed. I t  was rep o rte d  th a t a meeting o f  A fr ic a n  
re p re s e n ta tiv e s  had been planned to  take p lace in  Madagas­
car to d iscuss the problems o f the c o n tin e n t, but th is  has 
had to be postponed u n t i l  some time la t e r  th is  yea r.

During the course o f the conference IJaad.._a.
_Sovi_et  A fro -A ^ ian S o l id a r i ty  CQTqpp,ttefs 

wEo~urgea” ^Hat__the ANC re p re s e n ta tio n  a t the Wo r ld  Congre s s 
In ^ c ^ o ^ e r “ sHouXS Ee~a s7rong'"one7 ~as"should**Sethose of  
tEe“ o?Ser“ r i5 e  ra t io n  “mo vements7”’so ~tEa^~pro’Hrems p e r ta i-  
n r i ^ “ ^o“ 6*ur~s^f^ggre” sEoTnra,”’He p ro p e rly  covered, I f  the 
d e lega tions  from  A fr ic a  and Asia  were n o t w e ll represen­
ta t iv e ,  the r e s u lt  m ight be th a t the congress would pay 
more a t te n t io n  to the questions a ffe c t in g  the m e tro p o lita n  
c o u n tr ie s .

The fo l lo w in g  documents were adopted a t the conclusion 
o f  the meeting a t which I  had the honour to p res ide  over the 
Commission on N a tio n a l Independence, C o lo n ia lism , Racism, A p a rt­
he id  and Development
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REPORT OP THE COMMISSION 

ON NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE, COLONIALISM, 
RACIALISM, APARTHEID AND DEVELOPMENT

s!Tlie Commission c o n s is tin g  o f more than 40 p a r t ic ip a n ts  
re p re se n tin g  in te rn a t io n a l and n a tio n a l o rg a n is a tio n s  and 
peace movements from  a l l  c o n tin e n ts  met to d iscuss in  depth 
aspects which should draw the a t te n t io n  o f the fo rthcom ing  
World congress on Peace, S e c u rity  and Development.

"W hile the Commission found th a t the to p ic  can be' 
discussed in  g e n e ra l, the problems which a r is e  in  s p e c if ic  
areas demand th a t the Congress t r e a t  the question  in  g re a te r 
d e t a i l .  On the w id e r scale the Commission noted th a t w h ile  
the people o f Vietnam and w orld  p rog ress ive  fo rc e s  have 
gained a m ighty v ic to r y  over im p e ria lis m , the power o f im p e ria ­
lis m  s t i l l  remains a th re a t to the w o rld . L ikew ise  i t  was 
po in ted  ou t th a t the question  o f genuine n a t io n a l independence 
must in v o lv e  the fundamental co n s id e ra tio n  o f economic indepen­
dence and complete freedom from  the burden o f im p e ria lis m , 
c o lo n ia lis m  and n e o -c o lo n ia lis m .

"However, c o lo n ia lis m  and n e o -c o lo n ia lis m , n a tio n a l 
oppression and d is c r im in a t io n  a tta c k  the peoples in  va rious  
ways. Our Commission heard o f se rious  problems fo r  example, 
the question  o f Quebec; the i l l e g a l  regime in  Zimbabwe; pove rty  
and r acism in  the USA; a p a rth e id  in  South A f r ic a ,  among o th e r 
th in g s .

;,For these reasons i t  was s tro n g ly  f e l t  th a t in  o rde r to 
a c tiv a te  the people on a g ra s s -ro o ts  le v e l to in v o lv e  the 
w ides t poss ib le  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  the ,;o rld  Congress, the 
question  o f N a tio n a l Independence, C o lon ia lism  and Racism 
should be connected w ith  the re a l problems o f the people in  
th e ir  d a ily  l iv e s .  On th is  bas is  can the people be drawn in to  
the w orld-w ide s tru g g le  fo r  n a t io n a l independence, freedom 
and peace.

,;The Commission th e re fo re  recommends th a t under the su b je c t 
o f N a tio n a l Independence, C o lo n ia lism  and Racism the World 
Congress go in to  the m a tte r on the bas is  o f as many ra m if ic a ­
tio n s  as p o s s ib le . The Commission recommends th a t the su b je c t 
be d e a lt w ith  as fo l lo w s :-

i5-  The s tru g g le  f o r  genuine independence o f peoples 
in c lu d in g  the question  o f development programs 
in  r e la t io n  to ach iev ing  p o l i t i c a l  and economic 
independence and the r ig h t  o f  s e lf-d e te rm in a tio n  
o f n a tio n s  as a guarantee o f la s t in g  peace in  
the w o rld ,

w-  The in flu e n c e  o f c o lo n ia lis m  and n e o -c o lo n ia lis m  
and th e ir  e f fe c ts  on su b je c t peoples; the neces­
s i t y  o f exposing and combating th is  in flu e n c e  and 
the ro le  o f the n a t io n a l l ib e r a t io n  movements 
in  the s tru g g le  f o r  peace.
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Racism and a p a rth e id  and the n e c e s s ity  to achieve 
u n c o n d itio n a l dem ocratic r ig h ts  as a p re re q u is ite  
to the end o f a l l  forms o f d is c r im in a t io n .

" -  To th is  end we recommend th a t th is  in te rn a t io n a l 
c o n s u lta tiv e  meeting o f peace fo rc e s  c a l l  on. a l l  
p a r t ic ip a n ts  to take up these issues in  th e ir  
re s p e c tiv e  areas in  r e la t io n  to the r e a l - l i f e  
problems o f th e i r  people, w ith  the view  o f encou­
ra g in g  g re a te r p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e i r  own s tru g ­
g le  f o r  l ib e r a t io n  and fo r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  the 
World Congress and the c re a tio n  o f a la s t in g  
movement f o r  peace. The Commission suggests the 
s e t t in g  up o f a committee o r working group to 
c o -o rd in a te , through the o rg a n ise rs  o f the ..o rld  
Congress, a c t iv i t ie s  and exchanges o f experiences 
in  o rd e r to ensure the w idest p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  
the World Congress and a continued s tru g g le  fo r  
peace.41'

A P P E A L
^ O H _ T H h ;_ _ g O iJ V O C A T IO M _ _ g P _ A —W O R IjD _ C O N G R E S S _ g i;_ _ P I| |A G E

FORCES

"An In te rn a t io n a l C o n su lta tive  Meeting fo r  the p re p a ra tio n  
o f a World Congress o f Peace Forces fo r  in te rn a t io n a l s e c u r ity  
and disarmament, n a tio n a l independence and peace was held in  
Moscow on 16-18 March, 1973. On the in v i t a t io n  o f the World 
Peace C ouncil the Meeting was attended by re p re s e n ta tiv e s  o f 
40 in te rn a t io n a l and 18 n a t io n a l o rg a n is a tio n s  o f 60 coun­
t r ie s .

"The p a r t ic ip a n ts  address an u rgen t appeal to a l l  those who 
w ish  to c o n tr ib u te  to  the p re p a ra tio n  and work o f  th is  Congress 
w hich w i l l  be he ld  in  Moscow in  October 1973.

"The World Congress w i l l  g ive  expression to the pow erfu l move­
ment which today awakens the peoples and b rin g s  them to g e th e r 
and, a t the same tim e, w i l l  be a s ta r t in g  p o in t o f a new and 
more pow erfu l upsurge o f th is  movement in  the face  o f a se rious 
danger which con tinues to menace peace in  the w o rld .

"The fo rce s  o f peace have a lready  won genuine successes. The 
achievement o f Peace in  V ietnam , the v ic to r y  of the h e ro ic  
Vietnamese people aga ins t im p e ria lis m  is  also a r e s u lt  o f 
u n t ir in g  e f fo r t s  o f the peoples ch e rish in g  ju s t ic e  and peace.
A s ig n if ic a n t  success in  the re la x a t io n  o f ten s ions  has been 
gained in  Europe. The s tru g g le  fo r  n a tio n a l l ib e r a t io n  and 
economic independence is  grow ing. C e rta in  dangerous hotbeds 
o f war have been e lim in a te d . A number of' s ta te s  w ith  d i f f e ­
re n t s o c ia l systems have come to  m u tu a lly  fa vo u r peacefu l 
coex is tence . The question  o f e s ta b lis h in g  a system o f 
s e c u r ity  has been r-aised in  s p e c if ic  terms in  some reg ions o f 
the w o rld , w h ile  the problem o f disarmament i s  now being 
ta c k le d .
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However, are these p o s it iv e  developments adequate, i f  a 
la s t in g  peace is  to be secured?

"The answer is  n e g a tiv e . The danger o f a n u c le a r c o n f l ic t  
p e rs is ts ,  as w e ll as hotbeds o f  war, p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the 
M iddle E ast, w hich is  a consequence o f Is r a e l occupation  o f 
the Arab t e r r i t o r ie s  and fa i lu r e  to implement re s o lu t io n s  o f 
the U nited  N a tio n s ; peacefu l se ttle m e n t in  Ind och ina  on the 
bas is  o f the f a r i s  agreements i s  no t completed; and the arma­
ments race co n tin u e s , w h ile  the remnants o f c o lo n ia lis m , 
r a c ia l  d is c r im in a t io n  and n e o -c o lo n ia lis m  remain a sad 
r e a l i t y .

"We are convinced th a t desp ite  a l l  the d if fe re n c e s  in  ou tlo o k  
and id e o lo g ic a l approach, an open d ia logue on these questions 
w i l l  be extrem ely u s e fu l f o r  the cause o f peace and in te rn a ­
t io n a l d e te n te , and w i l l  re in fo rc e  the confidence and coopera­
t io n  anong the peoples.

" In  the s p i r i t  o f respect fo r  the e q u a lity  „'of a l l ,  the World 
Congress w i l l  determ ine the f i r s t - p r i o r i t y  tasks o f our common 
s tru g g le  and map ou t the path o f  a more a c tiv e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  
o f  the p u b lic .

"We express a hope th a t o th e r o rg a n is a tio n s , movements, par­
t ie s  and p e rs o n a lit ie s  w i l l  respond to  our appeal.

"Peace is  a m a tte r o f  concern f o r  each and everyone."

*  *  *  -x- *

S J L I J O J L O - O

" fie p re se n ta tive s  o f d ive rse  peace fo rce s  attended an I n t e r ­
n a tio n a l C o n su lta tive  Meeting in  Moscow on 16-18 March, 1973 
responding to the idea  o f the World Peace C ouncil . The 
Meeting was a ttended by re p re s e n ta tiv e s  o f 40 in te rn a t io n a l 
and 81 n a t io n a l o rg a n is a tio n s  o f 60 c o u n tr ie s , w h ile  some 
p o l i t i c a l ,  trade  u n io n , you th , women’ s and o th e r no tab les 
re p re se n tin g  a lso  o th e r p u b lic  movements fo r  peace and n a t io ­
n a l independence as w e ll as MPs, workers in  c u ltu re ,  sch o la rs , 
s c ie n t is ts  and clergymen a ttended the Meeting also in  th e ir  
personal c a p a c ity . Present a t the meeting were re p re s e n ta tiv e s  
o f the U n ited  N ations O rg a n isa tio n , i t s  s p e c ia lis e d  Committees, 
the U n ited  N a tions Conference fo r  Trade and Development and 
the League o f Arab S ta tes , e tc .

"The Meeting noted th a t thanks to the a c tio n s  and the consis­
te n t s tru g g le  o f  a l l  peace fo rc e s , thanks to the mounting 
support o f the w o rld  p u b lic  im p o rta n t p o s it iv e  in te rn a t io n a l 
developments have taken place re c e n t ly .  The M eeting also 
s tressed th a t th e re  were s t i l l  ourning problems o f profound 
c-oncem fo r  the in te rn a t io n a l p u b lic  which demanded in s is te n ­
t l y  th e ir  e a r l ie s t  s o lu t io n .
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"Thus m otiva ted the p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  the n e e tin g  favoured con­
vening in  moscow, te n ta t iv e ly  from  October 2 -7 , 1973, on the 
broadest bas is  the J o r ld  Congress o f Peace Forces f o r  I n t e r ­
n a t io n a l S e c u rity  and Disarmament, fo r  N a tio n a l Independence, 
Cooperation and Peace. They approved an a p p ro p ria te  Appeal.

“ The p a r t ic ip a n ts  had a u s e fu l and c o n s tru c tiv e  d iscu ss io n  on 
the o b je c tiv e s , co n te n t, ways o f  p reparing  and o rg a n is in g  the 
Congress. They reso lved  to ho ld  a t an a p p ro p ria te  time 
another p re p a ra to ry  meeting which could e s ta b lis h  a prepara­
to ry  body f o r  the Congress, open f o r  a l l  w ish ing  to  engage 
in  i t s  work. The L e e tin g  regards i t  poss ib le  to commence on 
th is  bas is  p r a c t ic a l p re p a ra tio n s  fo r  the Congress in  every 
in d iv id u a l coun try  having in  mind extensive  freedom o f a c tio n s  
o f  the n a t io n a l o rg a n is a tio n s  concerned to take account o f any 
new dem onstra tion o f support to the Congress.

!iThe World Congress o f Peace Forces is  opened on a equal 
b a s is , to the re p re s e n ta tiv e  o f d ive rse  p o l i t i c a l  and p u b lic  
o rg a n is a tio n s  and movements, the w orke rs , end the peasants, 
trade  un ion , co o p e ra tive , s p e c i f ic a l ly ,  and also f o r  p u b lic  
and p o l i t i c a l  p e rs o n a lit ie s  and statesmen, sc h o la rs , in t e r ­
governmental and non-governm ental o rg a n is a tio n s  are in v ite d  to  
p a r t ic ip a te  in  p re p a ra tio n s  fo r  the Congress.

“ The C o n su lta tive  Meeting ho lds th a t the fo llo w in g  v i t a l  
problems should be g iven  the g re a te s t emphasis d u rin g  the 
p re p a ra tio n  o f the Congress; in te rn a t io n a l s e c u r ity  in c lu d in g  
disarmament; the means o f securing  and re s e rv in g  n a tio n a l 
independence; the e ra d ic a tio n  o f the ve s tig e s  and the a f te r -  
math o f c o lo n ia lis m ; c o n tra c tio n  o f im p e r ia l is t  in te rv e n tio n ; 
the prom otion o f comprehensive equal and m u tu a lly  advantageous 
coopera tion  among peoples and s ta te s ; the broadening o f under­
stand ing and co n ta c ts  among p e ace -lov ing  s o c io - p o l i t ic a l  
elements.

S!I t  is  understood by the p a r t ic ip a n ts  th a t the p o s s ib i l i t y  
o f su b m ittin g  any c o n s tru c tiv e  suggestions re g a rd in g  the con­
te n t and form  o f Congress work and o f th e i r  j o in t  conside­
ra t io n  remains open du ring  the p re p a ra tio n  o f the Congress,i!


