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REPORT SUBMITTED BY ALEX LA GUIA
ON THE PREPARATORY MEETING FOR THE
WORLD CONGRESS O PEACE TFORCES

About 200 delegates representing approximately 100
organisations attended this meeting, It must be said that
the conference was a hardworking one, the sessions lasting
up to almost midnight each dey. The main purpose of the
conference was to set the guidelines for the forthcoming
congress and to discuss ways and means of ensuring the
wideet possible participation,

The general approach of the Vorld Congress can be
judged from the Communique asnd the Appeel, The date of
the world Congress was set at 2-7 October.

A conspilcuous gap in the conference was revealed by
the poor representation from Black Africa, Delegates atten-
ded from iflali, Guinea and Somalia, and the liberation move-
ments were represented by ANC, ZAPU and PAIGC, The result
was that the Commission on Africe, chaired by the delegate
from iladagascar, only six people could be present, the
result being that Airican affairs could not be adequately
discussed., It was reported that a meeting of African
representatives had been planned to teke place in Madagas-
car to discuss the problems of the continent, but this has
had to be postponed until some time later this year,

During the course of the conferenCe L. had._a_talk
with members of the Soviet Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee

who urged that the ANC representation at the world Congress
In~0OcTober should be a strong one, as should be thosSe Of
The othner IIberation movenents, S0 thal problems pertal-
AINZ T our strugzle should be properly covered, If the
delegations from Africe and Asia were not well represen-
tative, the result might be that the congress would pay
more attention to the questions affecting the metropolitan
countries,

The following documents were adopted at the conclusion
of the meeting at which I had the honolr to preside over the
Commission on National’ Indépendence, Colonialism, Racism, Apart-
heid and Development :-
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION
ON NATIONAL INDEPENDLNCE, COLONIALISII,
RACIALISH, APARTHEID AND DEVELOPLINT

"The Coimission consisting of more than 40 participants
representing international and national organisations and
pecace movements frowm all continents met to discuss in depth
aspects which should draw the attention of the forthcouing
world Congress on Peace, Security and Development.

“While the Commission found that the {topic can be
discussed in general, the problems which arise in specific
areas demand that the Congress treat the question in greater
detail, OUn the wider scale the Commission noted that while
the people of Vietnam and world progressive forcesg have
gained a mighty victory over imperialism, the power of imperia-
lism still remains a threat to the world, Likewise it was
pointed out that the question of genuine national independence
must involve the Ifundamnental consideration of economic indepen-
dence and complete freedom from the vurden of imperialisi,
colonialism and neo-colonielism,

“However, colonialisu and neo-colonialism, national
oppression and discrimination attack the peoples in various
ways, Our Commission heard of serious problems for exaaple,
the question of QJuebec; the illegal regime in Zimbabwej; poverty
and rpcism in the USA; epartheid in South Africa, among other
things.

"Por these reasons it was strongly felt that iu order to
activate the people on a grass-roots level To involve the
widest possible participation in the .orld Congress, the
cuestion oi National Independence, Uolonialism and Raclsm
should be connccted with the real problems of the people in
their daily lives. On this basis can the people be drawn into
the world-wide struggle for national independence, freedom
and peace,

“The Coummiseion thereiore recownends that under the subject
of Hational Independence, Colonialism end Racism the World
Congress go into the matter on the basis of as many ramifica-
tions ag possivle, The Commission recommends that the subjecd
be dealt with as follows:-

-  The struggle for genuine independence of peoples
including the question of development programs
in relation to achieving political and economic
independence and the right of self-determination
of nationg as a guarantee of lasting peace in
the world,

"= The influence of colonialism and neo-colonialism
anc their effeccts on subject peoples; the neces-
sity of exposing and combating tliis influence and
the role of the national liberation movements
in the struggle for peace,
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"= Racism and apartheid and the necessity to achieve
unconditional democratic rights as a prerequisite
to the end of all forws of discrimination,

= To this end we recommend that this international
consultative meeting of peace forces call .on:all
participants to take up these issues in their
respective areas in reletion to the real-life
problems of their people, with the view of encou-
raging greater participation in their own strug-
gle for liberation and for participation in the
World Cougress and the creation of a lasting
movement for peace, The Coumission suggests the
setting up oi a couumittee or working group to
co-ordinate, through the orgaenisers of the .orld
Congress, activities and exchanges of experiences
in order to ensure the wideéest participation in
the vorld Congress and a continued struggle for

peace,’
APPEAL
FOR_THy_UQUVOGATION OF 4 WORLD CONGIESS_OF PLACE
FORCES

“An International Consultative kieeting for the preparation

of a World Congress of Peace Forces for international security
and disarmament, national independence and peace was held in
lioscow on 16-18 liarch, 1973. On the invitation of the vworld
Peace Council the bieeting was attended by representatives of
40 international and 18 national organisations of 60 coun-
tries,

“The participants address an urgent appeal to all those who
wish to contiribute to the preparation and work of this Congress
which will be held in utoscow in October 1973.

“The World Congress will give expression to the poweriul move=-
ment which today awakens the peoples and brings them together
and, at the same time, will be a starting point of a new and
more powerful upsurge of this irovement in the face of a serious
danger which continues to menace peace in the world.

"The forces of peace have alrecady won genuine successes, The
achievement of Peace in Vietnam, the victory of the heroic
Vietnamese people against imperialism is also a result of
untiring efforts of the peoples cherishing justice and peace.
A significant success in the relaxation of tensions has been
gained in Zurope, The struggle for national liberation and
economic independence is growing. oJertain dangerous hotbeds
of war have been eliaminated., A number of states with diife-
rent social systems have come to mutually favour peaceful
coexistence, 'The question of establishing a system of
security has been raised in specific terms in some regions of
the world, while the problem of disarmament is now being
tackled,
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However, are these positive developments adecuate, if a
lasting peace is to be secured?

iThe answer is negative, [he danger of a nuclear conflict
persists, as well as hotbeds of wer, particularly in the
iliddle East, which is a consequence of Israel occupation of
the Areb territories and failure to implement resolutions oif
the United Nations; peaceful settlement in Indochina on the
basis of the raris agreements is not completed; and the arma-
ments race continues, while the remnants of colonialism,
racial discrimination and neo-colonizlism remain a sad
reality.

“Yle are convinced that despite all the differences in outlook
and ideological approach, an open dialogue on these questions
will be extremely useful ior the cause of peace and interna-
tional detente, and will reinforce the confidencc and coopera-
tion among the peoples. ”

“In the spirit of respect for the ecuality .of all, the iVorld
Congress will determine the first-priority tasks of our common
gstruggle and map out the path of a more active participation
of the public.

"Wle express a hope that other organisations, movements, par-
ties and personalities will respond to our appeal,

“Peace is a matter of concern for each and everyone,”

*
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"Representatives of diverse peace forces attended an Inter-
national Consultative 'eeting in ioscow on 16-18 ilarch, 1973
responding to the idea of thc vorld Peace Council , The
lieeting was attended by representatives of 40 intermational
and 81 national organisations of 60 countries, while some
political, trade union, youth, women's and other notables
representing also other public movements for peace and natio-
nal independence ag well as I1Ps, woricers in culture, scholars,
gscientists and clergymen attended the ileeting also in their
personal capacity. Precsent at the meeting were representatives
of the United Nations Orgenisation, its specialised Committees,
the United Nations Conference for Trade and Development and

the League of Arab States, etc,

“"The lieeting noted that thanks to the actions and the consis-
tent struggle of all peace forces, thenks to the mounting
support of the world public important positive international
developments have taken place recently, he lieeting also
stressed that there were still ourning problems of profound
concern for the intermational public which demanded insisten-
tly their earliest solution,
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iThe weeting stressed the independent approach of the repre-
sented orfanisations To_these probleme nc agreed thal It was
high~¥ime_To underfakc a_consfruciive joint explorafion of

the relevant decIsions in the spirit of sincerity and loyalty,
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that Tthere appeared an opportunity of concerled action for
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"Thus motivated the participants in the iweeting favoured con-
vening in woscow, tentatively from October 2-7, 1973, on the
broadest basis the Jorld Congress of Pecace Iorces for Inter-
national Security and bisarmement, for Latiounal Independence,
Cooperation and Feace. They approved an appropriate Appeal.

"The participents had a userul and constructive discussion on
the objectives, content, ways of preparing and orgenising the
Congress, They resolved to hold at an appropriate time
another preparatory meeting wiaich could establish a prepara-
tory body for the Congress, open for all wishing to engage

in its work. The .'eeting regards it possible to conmence on
this basis practical preparations ior the Congress in every
individual country having in mind extensive freedom of actions
of tihe national organisations concerned to take account of any
new demonstration of support to the Congress.

"The World Congress of Peace Forces. 1is opened on a equal
basis, to the representative of diverse political and public
organisations and movements, the workers, snd the peasants,
trade union, cooperative, specifically, and also for public
and political personalities and statesmen, scholars, inter-
goveramental end non-governiental organisations are invited to
participate in preparations for the Congress,

"The Consultative uleeting holds that the following vital
problems should be given the greatest emphasis during the
preparation of the Congress; international security including
disarmament; the means of securing and reserving national
independence; the eradication of the vestiges and the after-
math of colonialism; contrection of imperialist intervention;
the promotion of comprehensive equal and mutually advantageous
cooperation among peoples and states; the vroadening of under-
standing and contacts among peace-loving socio-political
elements,

"It is understood by the participants that the possibility

of submitting any constructive suggestions regarding the con-
tent and form of Congress work and of their joint conside-
ration remains open during the preparation of the Congress,”
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