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T amwiting to you following a neeting a! the major: networks of
European NW (listed bclow) which the Liaiitoa Crmittoa hostad
en 2 March, to consider the progress and okataclea he: L'ree and
fair nlactions in South Africa. At this neeting South African
partners reiterated the issue that aroseain thmlntarna'tionaz
Briefing on South Afrioa73 Firm Denocratic and Nan- Raci al

macnons held in Brussels on 28 February and 1 March 1.994.

Pram nant anong these issues 13 that or resnrcss tn support the
naj bx progranmme of votlr education w2:: ch are needed ta
facuinte these historic ol entions.

May |’ begin by axpressing cur appreciation amthanks tm the

nm dar abh sxzppOTt which tha K J haa already provided to: voter
education under the Special Pregramre, in particular via |FEE

(I ndependant Forum for El ectoral Education) . .iowever considerable
needs remain. At the International Briefing and at cur :ubuquont
nmeeting, |FEE and cthcr partners enphasinnd. the: problens Wich
have arisen clue to the very recent decilion to change the voting
procedure frm one to two ballots. This makea it necessary 1:0
change |l arge guantitiu of educational material which had already
been prepared. Naturally, revising materials is very costly (and
1:: any case. TPEE has found that the huge Semand far vase:
aduaation matsriala has made it necessary to product |arger
amounts than wera originally budgetid for).

As you know, the need for voter education in Smth Africa’ s

Bl oati ana is: exceptionally sarnus. voting is taking place for
the first, tine, in an atnosphere pci suned by viol ence nomthose
resisting tho transition fromapartheid to 21.111 denocracy,- with

alargely illiterate popul ation. Voter educators neea’ . to be able
to respond quickly tn runmm and di si ntozmati on. Bl ack. woman
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53cm particul ar pressures causad by poverty, illitnracy,
intimdation fromcultural and political aourcea and vinllnau
anot her conoarn expressed by South African partnara is that voter
education aunt nantinua after the el ectionsxvnonti nued educati an
for citizenship is vital if a culture of dentzra$y 15 to repl ace
the culture of apartheid and viol ence.

Fer all of these reasons, but with particuihr referenct to tha

i medi ate prabl ema caused by | ast-ninute changes tn the vczin
aygtan, | wnuld nrgs you to raspcnd positivaly to raquasts fer
further support to: votar education which the Conmission is
likely tc roaeiva fram|FEE. This would giVn further pragtica
exprosuaon to the Conm ssion’s conmtnent tn support daaocracy
in South Africa.

Yours ul ncarel yo

Qui d? Pui bh

President, navo Ec Liaiscn Committee
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