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Mer, also known as Rietfontein, is a "coloured reserve" with a popul ation of 5, 000
residents in the Northern Cape, on the borders of Botswana and Nani bi a

The Mer Rural Areas Bill was passed into | aw on June 13, 1990. This Act gives the

M ni ster of Housing and Local Governnent the power to sell |and which he was nmeant to
hold in trust for the community. The residentsi |and now can be privatised, di spossessing
the people of the land they have lived on for generations. Communities who have fanned
conmunal Iy for generations could now | ose their birthright.

The residents are opposed to individual |and tenure because they see this as creating a

situation in which rich land barons will be able to take over the |and. The comunity
wants to return to communal grazing patterns which gives access to land to the entire
conmuni ty.

The Mer Act is further proof of the shin since 1986 in the South African governmentis
strategy of forced renovals. By privatising the |and, the governnent relinquishes their
responsibility to private devel opers and |ocal authorities. Today the state |largely confi
nes

its me to providing the policy framework within which renovals can occur. This shift in
policy threatens 8-9 nillion people throughout South Africa with forced renoval fromthe
r

| and.

This policy of privatising land will also severely handcuff a future denobcratic governmen
t.

The whol e issue of land is critical in the upcom ng negotiation process. If this problem
is

| eft unresolved, a newy elected governnent would be leh with a limted capacity to addre
ss

the millions of |andl ess people. At a time when a new constitution is being considered, t
he

government is selling off large tnets of land - ifs intentions should be seen for what th
ey

are.

Together with the African National Congress, the Surplus People Project and the Nationa
land Committee, we call for the scrapping of the Mer Act and a noratoriumon the sale

of all trust land until a just and equitable |land policy has been deci ded and i npl enent ed
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ANC WESTEg CAPE: PRESS RELEASE

agga BILL: 19 JUNE 1990

No amount of justificttlon by tho Linen: Party cmw sh guy this
callous Mer Bill. Allan Hendrickae ha: choson co dispossgss tho
rural poor to quell the disquiet in his pnrty. This step is
rcttc3r0351Vc. Xi: abusa of tho Friedom Charts: ,in parlitnment
"damanttratex both his Lgnorancn and his oppartunism Thu Frutdcm
Charter status "The | and shall belong to :ho-e who work is" - this 1:
the ststus quo in thl He: Rusazve where th. |and belcass to tha
peopl e. as a whol e.

Th: State Ptasidnn: should now be heli to his commtzaont to address
the Land Act. He should no: sign ch. Bill.

The ANC will stand by tho peopln of H19: in thozr quest to challenge
this gnjustice matnd out agai nst than by whatevcr nmanna. If all el Ee
fails - this rctragrcssiv: legislation nmust be randutei unworkublc !
mass action.
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This is the first of the series of LAND This neeting al so agreed to set up joint
UPDATE which is designed as a briefing and commttees to nonitor the upgradi ng process.

i nformati on sheet on land. renmpbval, These will be conposed of representatives of
i ncorporation and related issues in both rural the community and the Miunicipality. Presen
tly

and urban areas. the area is classified as ' Coloured” G oup

Area. The residents reject the segregation of

areas on the basis of race. The Cvic also

objects to the notion of declaring the area a

L AWA Al KAMP Free Settlement hma- and is calling for one

non-racxal munctpality for all

SOUTHERN CAPE

For the past six years Lawaai kanp near

CGeorge, has fought various attenpts by the

authorities to renove it to Sandkraal. three

kil ometres down the road. In 1989 the On the Knysna ridge al ong the Garden Route.
conmunity was reprieved and R2, 7Tmwas set there is a cluster of informal settlenents whic
h

asi de by the government to,- the upgrade of the are threatened with forced renovals. The
area. These are |long standi ng demands of the infrastructure for the new township to reset
tle

residents. To ensure that the upgrading process the African residents of these areas has
been

neets the demands of the communitity, the laid to himtheminto nmoving. Only four

George Civic Association is working with the famlies have since noved into the new
Devel opnment Action G oup who provides township. Although the peopl e have not

themwi th expert advice and assistence. noved and refused to participant in the Skake
(Advisory) Committe. until recently. there

On the 13th Match 1990 the Cvic together were no strong conmunity organisations.

with DAG net with the George Miunicipality ’ -

and the Cape Provincial Administration (CPA) In February a cnt organi sation was el ected
to discuss the community’s upgrade plans. The and nenbers of the Skakel Committee were
pl ans were accepted by the Miunicipality called on to resign. The people mandated the
without reservations. Civic to wite to the CPA, which admm sters

the area, about the residents’ rejection of the

Skakel Committee. They al so request a neeting

KNYSNA | NFORVAL SETTLEMENTS
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with CPA to discuss the recognition of the

Civic as the representative structure of the

conmunity. The neeting took place April 3,

but no resol utions were taken, because the

CPA wanted tinme to neet with the Skake

Committee. The CPA has subsequently said

tothe Cvic that it wants proof of Civicls

support by the residents.

Ccean View and Fish Hock are negotiating

with the CPA for land to be set aside for

themin the South Peninsula. A second

nmeeting between the CPA and the joint

conmittee of the four comunites

SMUTSVI LLE

A small ’squatterl community near

Smutsville icolouredi township in Sedgefield

has been resisting threatened renpval since

1988. In Novenber 1989 the Sedgefield

Town Cl erk together with the Managenent

Conmittee held a referendunfor the confirned that |and would be nade avail abl e
i COomd, mdens t0 dcrmmme Whei hcr and the CPA undertook to communicate with
they want iblaCkS, in Sedgetield. The nmajority the joint conmttee on an ongoi ng basis.
vot ed agai nst the presence of iblacks’.

Map of the South Peninsula and Northern Suburbs

It was agreed that no final decisions would be

taken wi thout proper consultation with

conmunity representatives, that water and

services would be provided in the interim

and that all criminal charges would be

wi t hdrawn. The land which the CPAis

considering providing, is within a kilometre

radi us of these areas, except for Red Hil

whi ch i s about 5km away.

The isquatter, community was dissatisfied

about the referendum and held a prayer

service in protest. It was attended by many

| col ouredl residents. This was the begi nning

of a co-operative working rel ationship

bet ween the two communities who are

seeking jointly a solution to the housin crisis.

Early this year the icoloured comunity

resolved to call for the resignation of the

Management Conmittee and el ected a new

conmittee in a general neeting.

NORTHERN SURBURBS

Towards the end of 1989 the Kraaifontein

muni ci pality gave a nreprieven to

comunities in its area. These are Gtto se

Bos, Ui tkyk and Bl oekonmbos. |t conceded

, A _that the only solution to the squatter problem

menorandumto the Sedgefleld Miuntel pahty. was to nake | and available in the area for
The marchers demanel ed, anong other them A neeting to discuss this was set up for
things, land and housng for the squatters, the this year. After De Klerk's speech on 2
di ssol uti on of the Managenent Committee

and one municipality for all

WESTERN CAPE

SOUTH PENI NSULA

On the let April a march of about 400
peopl e fromboth the iicol oured" and
squatter communities handed a

February, the CP controlled nunicipality
cancelled all neetings with the community
and their representatives.

In yet another incident indicating the
backpeddl i ng of the nunipality, the

The communmes OF Noordhoek, Red Hill. community of Otto se Bos lost their
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tenmporary shelters and possesi on when

nmuni ci pal officials started fires, ostensibly to MALMESBURY

ubum out snakes". The 200 people left Since the end of |ast year inconsistent
honel ess by the fires then joined the negotiations between the local nmunicipaliity
Bl oekonbos community. However, the. and the comunity have been taking place.
muni ci pality refuses to accept the existence The people of this comunity are living in
of this community. In the old heavy handed the workers conpound and have been
renoval s style the nmunicipality has threatened with evictions. The authorities
denol i shed their shelters in dawn raids, four have conceded that |and should be set aside
times in the last few weeks. for blacks in the area, but seemtoo be

draggi ng their heels about the process. In the

nmeantime they want to decl axe the

conpound a transit canmp. This would nake it

easier to renpve the community should the

nmuni cipality so w sh

After these people successfully obtained an

interdict restraining the Municipality from

renovi ng them they heard that the CPA h

decided to give themland for settlenment. It i

yet not clear when the people will be able to

nove onto this |and, nor whether the

dermolitions will stop in the interim The

peopl e demand a formal reprieve fromthe

aut horites.

KOEKENAAP

There is no resolution in sight for the

Koekenaap residents who have constantly

had their shacks denolished by the

authorities. The comunity tried to deal with

this by rebuil ding over the weekends.

However, there were denolitions again in

April.

THE MARCH FOR LAND AND HOUSI NG

A denpnstration for |and and housi ng was

held held on the 5 and 6 April in Cape Town.

About 500 people, nostly fromthe rura

areas, marched fromDisnict Six to the Cty

Hall to hand over a nenorandum and

conmuni ty denmands to representatives of

the City Council, RSC, CPA and De Klerle

of fice.
X
WEST COAST

In this area no land is set aside for the
provi sion of housing for Africans. From Ca
Town right up the west coast to the Orange

Ri ver in Namaqual and, the presence of

PORT NOLLOTH

On the 23rd April two CPA officials visited
the area and infornmed the comunity that

land will be set aside where they will be able
to settle permanently. Despite this
announcemrent whi ch woul d signal a nassive
victory for Port Nollothls African popul ation
there is no clarity about the inplications of
this for a pending court case by the Port
Nol l oth Municipality to evict the community.
African communities is not officially X
recogni sed. The only housi ng avail abl e for NORTHERNCAPE
African people is single-menls hostels.

M ER

However, over the years, the many African
workers living in hostels along the west coast
have been joined by their famlies who |ive
with themin the hostels, or who have built
shacks near the hostels.

Mer also known as Rietfontein, is a

icoloured reserve’ in the district of Gordonia
in the Northern Cape. It is just belowthe



Kal ahari Gemsbok Park which borders on
Bot swana and Nam bia. It is the second



bi ggest of’ the 23 "coloured reserves" with a

popul ati on of about 5000 people on 398 789 years tried to nmove the residents from
hectares of land. The land is presently held in Daliwe to the new townshi p. Recently the
trust for the residents of Mer by the Mnister Conmttee gave up its attenpts to
of Local Governnent and Agriculture of the

House of Representatives, Rev Julies.

In 1981 Mer was divided into 125 econonic

units which were | eased out to individua

fanners for a period of five years. In 1989

seven of these units were sold to individuals,

this being the first time that trust |and has

been sol d. The residents are opposed to the

i ndi vidual |and tenure because they see this

as creating a situation in which n'ch | and

barons woul d be able to take over the | and of

their forebears. The comunity want to

return to comunal grazing patterns which

give access to land to the whole conmunity.

In February the Mer Rural Areas Bill was

tabled in the House of Representatives. The

adm ni sters the new townshi p has over the

adm ni ster the old township and thus the

attenpts to renmove it. This is a breakthrough

for the residents of Daliwe who want the

Cathcart nunicipality to take the

responsibility for the area.

The municipality is refusing to consider this

ubecause it does not have a nandate to take

political decisionsii Daliwe |Is people have

deci ded to continue the consunmer boycott of

Cathcart, nowin its second nmonth, until the

white council reconsiders its decision.

BORDERCORRI DOR

Since their reprieve fromrenoval threat in

1986, the 1black spotl comunities in the

border corridor have been involved in a

Bill gives the Mnister pOAMr to SC' | and held process to devel op an approach to to
intrust for the commnity. It also seeks to

facilitate the establishnent of denocratic

validate, with retrospective effeCt, the actions fons of |ocal government in rural areas.
0f the Managenment Board Ml the M nism They have consistently rejected both the

in divimg .1; area into economic units and tribal and conmunity authorities which the
selling it. The conmunity nade

representati ons and nobilised strong support

against the Bill. Although the Bill has been

government tries to inpose on them

On April let a neeting which brought

suspended, the Mnister has visited the area together the comunities of Phum an
and people were told to sign a petition saying (Needs Canp), Silverdale, Euson, Good
they are in favour of the Bill. A counter

petition by the residents have now been

circul ated and about 1000 si gnatures have

al ready been col |l ected.

EASTERNCAPE

DALIWE

Daliwe is the old Cathcart township which

has been threatened with rempval to a new

township further away fromthe white town.

The Kati kati Town Conmittee which

Hope, Mooi pl aas, Kwel erha. New ands,

Equoneni, Mgwal i, Goshen and |Jessyton,

i ssued a press statenent about the

Depart ment of Devel opnent Aid (DDA):

11We, representatives of the communities

participating in this workshop, have been

forced to deal for the past four years with

DDA. Qur experience has been bitter.

DDA prom sed devel oprent but brought

nothing. DDA said that it was not concerned

_with political matters but it sought to contro
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and to create division. It refused to deal with
our denocratically el ected Residents

Associ ations, but has been trying all along to
i npose unwanted tribal authorities. DDA

prom sed resources but instead it built polic
stations in our peaceful communities. DDA
told the people that there was not any | and
for residential sites but it gave land for a
police station.

uSi nce DDA cane to us we have heard nany

prom ses but have seen | ess devel opnent

than when we were under the old divisiona
councils. Wen we chall enged DDA on their
prom ses all they said was the noney had

been transfered to Nata

ubDDA has failed to even begin to address th
basi ¢ need of our conmunities - nore |and,
Instead it has tried to inprison the people of
El uxol weni on plots of 96 square metres. Th
resi dents of Phum ani have been demandi ng
agricultural |and. DDA refused to even

di scuss the matter.

uDDA does not provide any services itself. It
only’ refers our demands to other state
departments. Wiy is there this specia
department for us? W see no reason to hav
anything to do with DDA. W can and wi ||

deal directly with the other departnents,

NO | MAY 1990

o " mumuwm

#qu- 1 |

ea u-cnmum

mun!

- .n ..

Wi n-

nu- lull. mMmby Inc M

whet her it be CPA for pensions, Hone

Affairs for 1D docunents, or DET for
education probl ens.

iiFor all these reasons we reject DDA. At a
time when De Klerk is prom sing reform how
can a departnent |ike DDA continue as if
Verwoerd were still the prime mnister?”

ANTI - | NCORPORATI ON

The Border comunities of Thornhill
Zwel i di nga, Peelton, Balasi and Tyol oomga
hel d a workshop to assess their struggles
agai nst incorporation into the Cskei. It was
the mlitant stnggles of these comunities
whi ch gave rise to the popul ar resistance
which resulted in the mlitary coup that
overthrew Sebe’s reginme. The newnilitary
government under Brigadier ngzo is

synpat hetic to popul ar organi sations, as well
as to the call for reincorporation into South
Africa.

The wor kshop concluded that as | ong as

there are bantustans, the poor materia
conditions of life will remain. It resolved that
only through participation of ordinary people
i n deci sion making and the inplementation

of these in their daily lives, would solutions to
their problens be found. They al so resol ved
to be vigilant against the authorities only



paying lip service to the denocratic
participation of the people in comunity

i ssues.

THE BANTUSTAN REVOLT

On the 5th April all the |eaders of the
non-i ndepedent honel ands except Quna’ Qna

| eader Kenneth Mpeli, and Kwazul u Chi ef

M ni st er, Mangosut hu But hel ezi, boycotted a
nmeeting with President FWDe Klerk. This
happened at a time when nost of the

bant ust ans were destabilised by popul ar nass
actions.

In the wake of these actions the repressive
regi me of Sebe was toppled in a bl oodl ess
mlitary coup, Vendais civilian governnent
gave way to mlitary ruler, Colone
Ranmushwana and security in

Bophut hat swana has been intensified in
anticipation of another coup. After weeks of
stay aways in Gazankul uTs school s and ci vi
service, Chief Mnister Hudson Ntsanw sis
has obtai ned a breathing space after the
South African secutity forces noved into the
area to crush popul ar pressure for his

resi gnation. Over a period of time, pressure
fromthe grassroots organi sati ons has pushed
LebowaTs Ranmpodi kwe to be nore teceptive

to popul ar organisation

On the 7th May all the | eaders of the

non- i ndependent honel ands, except

Kwazulu nmet with and expressed support to
the ANC at a report back meeting after the
Groote Schuur talks.

X

TRANSVAAL

DRI EFONTEI N

In Driefontein in the eastern Tranvaal

tensi ons are higher than they have been since
Saul Mhizeis death at the height of the
attenpted forced renoval

This follows the abduction and nmurder of the
chai rperson of the Youth Congress, Thenba
Dlamini on the 10 March. A fornmer chief, M
Yende, who has been charged with

commiting the nmurder, is being uprotected"
by a band of arned inpis which was bussed
into area.

The local police refused to take statenents
fromtwo people who came forward as

wi t nesses. One of these people was the
deceasede father. After intervention from
the Legal Resources Centre, Yende was
finally arrested by the Standerton police, but

i medi ately rel eased on R50 bail. The
funeral was held on the 24 March wi thout any
incident. Feelings are still running high

In the nmeantine the Driefontein comunity
and that of nearby Daggakraaal have
submitted a menorandumto the governnent
protesting agai nst the Tribal and Comunity
Authorities Bill which is presently under
consideration in this parlianentary session.
HARTEBEESFONTEI N

This western Transvaal community is

resi sting governnent attenpts to incorporate
it into Bophuthatswana. In March a
conmunity neeting was held in which a civic
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associ ati on was constituted. The Cvic is
organi sing to have services inmproved and th
area to be given township status. This is part
of the attenpt to prevent Bophut hat swana
taki ng over the administration. The Gvic is
hel ping residents to obtain their SA
citizenship by applying for South African ID
books.

On Sharpeville Day, the Cvic Association’s
chai rperson, Nat hani el Miusa and ni ne ot he
wer e detai ned under the state of energency.
This intensified suspicions that the

i ncorporation was immnent. The conmunit
then planned a march to protest the
detentions and denmand the di smantling of
Bophut hat swana. However, this was

cancel | ed when the perm ssion for the nmarch
was suddenly wi thdrawn. Miusa and ei ght

ot her detainees were released after two
weeks and one is still in detention.

There are reports of detention of about 167
residents, maminly youth, fromthe nearhby
conmuni ty of Bapong which has a history of
resisting the inposition of Bophuthat swana
rule over it.

LEEUWFONTEI N AND BRAKLAAGTE

The situation in both villages is stable but
still tense. The nunbers of Bophut hat swana
security forces appear to have | essened
(because of crises in other area).

The Bophut hat swana police have applied to
the South African authorities to extradite a
nunber of people they wish to charge with
the nmurder of the nine policenen at
Leeuwfontein |ast July. These peopl e have
been arrested and sone | et out on bai

pendi ng the outcome of the extradition
hearing. This is to take place in Johannesbur
on May 9 1990 and is being contested by

| awyers for the affected people.

NO1 MAY 1990

The Leeuwfontein nurder trial is to begin in
t he Bophut hat swana Suprene Court in

Mrabat ho on May 23rd. Recently 18 out of

the 57 people still awaiting trial at Rooigrond
prison were rel eased on bail

The court case challenging the validity of the
i ncorporation of Leeuwfontein into

Bophut ht at swana wi || be heard at the
Pretoria Supreme Court on the 5th June. The
Bral daagte conmunity is still waiting for an

appeal court date to be set to hear their
appeal against the decision that their

i ncorporation was valid.

NATAL

FARMAORKERS FROM TRANSKE

During the third week of January, a group of
farmworkers fromthe Transkei approached
AFRA for |egal assistence. They had been
recruited by a farner in the New Hanover
district who they allege had failed to perform
his obligations with regard to wages, rations
and accommodation. The workers finally |eft
the farmconpletely destitute.

The recruitnent of farmmrkers fromthe
bant ust ans and subsequent cruel exploitation
is arecurrent issue in the work with

f ar mmor ker s.

THE uAMASWAZI " EVI CTI ON

In the first week of February, AFRA was



approached by representatives of 89 fanilies

of the ii Amaswazi T clan who had recently

been evicted froma farmcalled Coniston in

the Wnterton area. The famlies had

occupi ed the farm since 1989 as refugees
followi ng factional violence in the Wnterton
ar ea.

The clan maintains that it has "l andl essn
status since it was displaced fromits ancestra
honme in 1895 by white farmers. Since then
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they have been seeking a permanent place of natura

settlenment. and have successfully adapted their
techni ques to the subtropical environnent.
Various tenporary arrangenments have been
made by the governnent, but they have al
resulted in tension between Amaswazi and

ot her nei ghboun’ ng cl ans. The nobst recent
clash, which resulted in them occupying the
white farmwas with the Amangwane cl an

The procl ai mati on of the Kosi Bay Nature
Reserve in August 1988, follow ng the
concerns from some conservationi sts over

envi ronnent al degradation, and the practice
of the Kwazul u Bereau of Natural Resources
have generated consi derabl e antagoni sm
fromthe [ocal people. They claimthat they
have yet to see any material advantages. and
that the Bureau is threatening to renove
those peopl e whose honesteads lie inside the
reserve.

At the end of February a Comm ssion of

I nquiry was held by the government into the
Amaswazi | and claim The governnment is
insisting that people resettle tenporarily at a
pl ace call ed Droogspmit, until land is
identified for their resettlement. The

Commi ssion indicated that it woul d take

nore than three years to identify land for
their resettlement.

In Novenber the |ocal people forned an

organi sation called Isididi to protest about
their dispossession fromthe |and as a result
of the creation of the reserve. The people are
extremely dependent on the | and and access
to the resources inside the reserve for their
living. Conservation in the area depends on
the consultation and the invol venent of the
people in planning, to avoid practices which
are destructive to the environnent.

It seens that the governnent is playing 'for
time on this issue as the only land available is
in iwhite areas.

KOSl BAY CONSERVATI ON

REMOVALS

The Kosi Bay Nature Reserve lies on the
coastal plain of |Ingwavuma, in northern
Kwazulu. It is a tegion of natural beauty,
whi ch includes nost of the chain |akes,
swanps, pans and manmhes of the Kosi | akes
system whose fauna and floura are varied
and uni que. The peopl e of Kosi Bay have

been fishing, farm ng and harvesting the rich
In January a neeting was arranged in the
Kwamazanmbane area by the Bureau on the
guesti on of conpensation. Wen peopl e

were informed that the intention was to pay
conpensation on that day and that that cash
had al ready been drawn for these purposes,
they decided to boycott the neeeting. The
reasons for the boycott were that there had
been absolutely no consul tation nor

agreenment regardi ng the conpensation. A
petition to be subnmtted to the Kwazul u

Chief Mnister is circulating in the area.

resources of the region for centuries
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having thu' r land. which they havu occupi ed for generations,
gold to private aun-rs. This 1.5 after Allan Hendriksais
Labour Party has bun forced talc. to withdraw tho hier 3111
because of popul ar resistance. including the intervention of
the ANC and our Dowt y-President. Conrado Handal a.

After tho Bier dallgation appealed to the NE, Conrade Handel
contacted Hendrl ksa and asked himto withdraw the Bill and
consult the connunlty thorquhly on this matter. rbndriku

hu nat consult" the counnity or the H or Residents
Associ ati on who have a patition qunud by the majority o' f
residents against the Bill. Hendrikso obviously dons not
understand what it means to :crmuult because h. purports t
have :onuultod the conmmunity after a muting with a dcl egation
of residnts where he refused to annuar any questions or al
any di scussion.

The rnidants of hier and the ANC totally rojact this Bill in
an privatisation of trust land. Nior in not the ni

crmunity wagi ng a courageous battle against the 331- of thn’
land. u- call for a nmoratoriu- on th- uh of .11 trust lan
until a procous of negotiations b.tueon the governnent. th-
conmunities and tho ANC, can work out a way in which t
historical injultlcus can bu redressad and | andl ess peep
supported in th-ir attenpts to coin |and.

The land is a burning issue for the majority of South African
and the ANCis conmtted to a procuss of dov-loping .- ju-
and I quitgble land policy. what th- Labour Party ains to d
by this Bill is to pre-enpt this procus. u. condemm thoi -
actions in the strangest possihln ternms. If this Bill shoa
gu ahcad and began. law we will b. forced to do all in nu
power to make it unworkabl e.

m
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Th- Hauso cf Rapresentatlves kill cansider tho Mar Rura

Arias Bill far the thlrd tim tcnorrQu. If the Bill is passed

it will man that the community nlld | and on which abaut 5 000
aaopl - hava |lved for generatiahs will be privatilud and sald

nff to individual owm’ri. That will npan that |arqu nunbers

of paople will | ase access to |and and hence thoir |iv-1ihaod.

The National Land Canmittee adds it volce ta that of tho
canmuni tyl s representntivas and nthor organi sati ons who have
called for the Bill to be dropped. and far the system of
conmunal tanuru to be retained far tha present.

Qur cauntry 15 at a :rniuruads in its history. Th. prQOC SS of
nati onal negotiations which hogan with the Groota Schuur
nmaati ng has opennd the way for South Africa s problens ta bu
ral ol ved nlacefully and by all of it. paaplo.

Tho naqotiatians DPOCO 1 wll centrally considar how
apartheid’ s | ogacy can bl aracl catud and society normalil od-
This will mnn a groat anal al :nngultatiah Ind discussion

with all South Africans so that the polltlcal dispensation
that is finally decxuod 15 OCh. that can satisfy all on
paoplt. Th. land question 1: :ritical to this neoctiatinn

p PDCBSS .

it is crucial that tho government Ind tho Hauuo o
Raprll-ntativ-1 do hat dew take any steps that will pru-cnp
this pracerss. Privatisihg Mer land will ihtanlifv t

pronl ans that apartheid has causnd.

The pruaeht unuqual dittribution of land in Qur country an
nan a nmore equal distribution tlkes place is a burning an
enot xva issue. It needs to be handled with tho groltes
sensitivity.

A short whxl e ago the quvarhnmont ae: l1dod ta auction | and
tho westorn Transvaal that had bu-h uxprapriatad ?POM 513:
fraahol d communztiai who wara farcibly remavud. This land n
remai nud vacant fur many yearn. The decision to tall it N
soon as an attenpt to tranlfer DNnlPship int: privat. hand!
so that anon raclal restrictions worn aeoliahed, the origin
occupant: woul d be unable to reclaimthoir | and.

After prutest cramtho Transvaal :ommuhtiaa :oncernad, th-
guvarnimmnt deci dcd not to go ahuaa with th- land Illa. Th;-
tensitivity is welcoma. "a call on the House of
Ropresantativuu to show sinmlar sansitivity and act in A
responsi bl - mannar.

In the cal. cf Hier there is at present no such lonsitivlty.
The House of Rapr-sentatives is puihlng ah-au with the Ball in
the la:u of opposition frcmtna comunity cancarned n; gall as
a broadnr political community. Al attunpts ta prxvatlle
ei t her communal ar nationnllv held lahu (trust |and) Just
befora the | and Question Becone! part of th- natxona
ncqoti ati on process will bu seen as a betrayal of Du?
cauntry’s peopl a.

We tall for a nmoratoriumon .11 att.npts to 9.11 or privatis-

- V.__ -
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In parliament |ast night the Labour Party spent hours trying
to justify why they passed the hler Rurel Areas Bill. They

al so want to considerabl. |engths to enswer newspaper reparte
maki ng all kinds of unfounded all egetions in the process.
what they failed to do we: answer the cry of the majority of
residents that tn: Bill be scrapped.

They falled tn explain why they are pushing ahead with

loql SJAtiDn in tn! light of w despread opposition and the cal
for a noratarlumon the sale of all trust land while a just
and-equitable land policy is being worked nut.

They failed to explain why it is necessery to nake the Bil
retrospective. They :annat explain this without adnitting that
they want to stop the leu fromrunning its :nursa and finding
that their action in dividing the land into ecchomc units in
the early 1?BA and selling it, inillegal and invalid

It was clear fromthe denate in parllanment |ast nlght that the
Labour Party intends pushing ahead with the privatisation of
land. not only in Her, but in all the reserves. This will
mean that thousands cf poaple will becone | andl ess while
small mnority will bagnnme | and barons. This has serious
inmplications for areas |ike Leliefontein. Steinkopf and the
Ri chterlveld where the system of economic units was decl ared
invalid by the ccurts.

These communitie; have farned the [ and comunal ly for
generatianl. Conservationists and bntani sts heve shown t hat
the econom ¢ unlt sygrnmwas not in fact acanumically viable
and the reasons for overgfezing are nany and conpl ex.

Conmunal farming is suited to these areee’ ee farners nust nove
to pratect the land, while the economic unit system made this
i mpossible. ’

Rev Hendrikle asserted in parliament thlt the Mer Act is
consi stent with the Freedom Charter because it give:

i ndividual: the right to buy | and. what he does not
underst-nd is that the land at H er is owed by the people as
a whole. This Act dispossesse: themof their |land end causes
nore 15nd hungor

Rev Julie: said that a Trust Fund will be set up for those
people who will not be able to get |and because of this Act.
why i- the astablishment of this Trust Fund and a nechani sm

far ensuring that it is used far the benefit of the whole
comunity not included ;n the Ingielation? How :an th-
conmunity he expected to believe that they will see tho
benavitl of this trust which is let up by the very Hniitar
who 1: neant ta hold the lend in trust tor the whole
»ammunstv?
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Rev Juliea also stntad that ha 15 nusy buying | and that
borders Hier for th. community. It appears As if ho 1111l th-
noud to clear his conscionc- Iftlr ha pasgas |egislatiun that
uSspossesses tn. majority of peaple of their land. th aoos h-
not canpaign for the scrapping of the Land Acts. which is
already in the pipelino, IDthat rasidants of Mar who want to
i ndi vidually nun land can buy |l and and conpitl an tho upon
mar ket ?

u. add our voica In that. of the majority of H ar rlsidants.
who al thQugh they voicad their oppositian ta this Bill war-
not :onlulted. in condeming tho Labour Party who has once
again shown itsolf to be unrepresentative and undenocratic.

w. call for the scrapping of tho Mor Act and a noratorium an
the sale of All trust land until a just and equitable |and
pol i cy has been warknd out.



