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OAU STRATEGY FOR LIBERATION OF SOUTH AFRICA.

DOCUMENT PRESENTED BY THE AFRICAN NATIONAL
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THE NEW SITUATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AND
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THE POSITION OF THE OPPRE3SED MAJORITY
IN A APARTHEITC.' SOUTH AFRICA.
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1o OAU Pillar of Strength.

The OAU has without reservation given its support at all times
since its inception in 1963 to the struggle against white
supremacy and the minority racist and colonial rules in
Southern Africa,. The rejection-of the minority i‘egi'mes, the
determination to assist the Black majority to achieve the
rights of nationhood and sovereignty have been a cornerstone
of unity in Africa, This is one issue on which all states on
the continent have been able to agree regardless of the

many divisive factors that have emerged from time to time in
different regions. The African National Congress (South Africa),
recognises in this unanimity a deep understanding of the

position of our people, and of all Africans in the sub~continent

who have suffered the consequences of a vicious colonial system
based on national oppression, race d1 &e na.tlon and exploitation,
The OAU has earned the respect and B {. of progressive
mankind in all parts of the world because of its consistent

stand against the white minority regimes, and its support to the
1limit of its capacity for the liberation struggle in the
sub—continent, We have every confidence that that support will

continue to be given until the whole continent has been purged

of the vicious social system which finds its extreme expression

in what has come to be known as Apar'bheld, a system which not
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only practises race discrimination but ellevates it to the
height of a moral order, Should this particularly offensive
and oppressive form of colonial rule be allowed to continue,

it will distil a poison and spread it through the whole of the
sub—continent and eventually other recgions which are vulnerable

to the virus of neo-—colonialism, racism, fascism and imperialism,

It is hardly necessary to remind members of the QAU of their
passed resolutions denouncing apartheid and pledging their
support for our armed struggle, Nevertheless, for the record
and to give confidence to ourselves and our people we wish
to recall resolutions adopted by the OAU on these matters
like the one passed in Mauritius affirming the support of the
OAU to our struggle in all forms including armed struggle,
for the seizure of power by the people and the msecent one

passed by the 34th Session of the Council of Ministers.

We of the African National Congress (South Africa) have always
regarded these resolutions as a solemn covenant, a genuine and
binding commitment by our brothers and sisters in Africa to.
reinforce our struggle by moral and material means, This does
not mean that we look elsewhere for deliverance, or expect
other people to perform our historic mission of bringing

about a social revolution that will demolish the entire
structure of colonial rule, national oppression, racism and .
exploitation all of which constitute the system of Apartheid,
This 1s our mission.andfwe'shall‘carry 1t out regardless of the

obstacles or-the sacrifices that must be made.

At the same time, and because of the significance of our
struggle to Africa and indeed to all progressive mankind,.we

look with confidence to African states of the OAU for affirmation
of belief in the justice of our cause, 'fe recognise however that

it is necessary for us to specifly the ‘grounds upon which .we call
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for such affirmation in the light of the changed situation that

has arisen since the liberation of Zimbabwe,

It will be known to the members of the OAU that we the people
of South Africa have never aoqlliescéd in white man rulé, have
never accepted the_rape of our_land, the seizure of our mineral
wealth, ;"t-lf‘iel eic'traction of vast fortunes from the soil of our
land for the beneflt of foreign 1nvest0rs - bankers,
1ndustr1a.l:.s'ts, and all those others who benefit from the

ravages of 1mper1allsm :Ln our countr;y. We the people of Sou'l;h
Africa, fought relen'blessly and without cessation aga.lnst the . ;
foreign invaders who by the use of violence and superior
armaments exproprla.'ted our land until eventua,lly we were left
with little more 'than one-seven'l:h of “the ’oota,l territory. _I'l: 15

a oertlfla,ble hlS'bOI‘lc fact tha.t our people 111 the Cape took

the first shook of res:Lstance 'I:o “the 1nvaders, foug,h‘t no fewer
than ten dlS'blnC‘t wars 1.(1 defence of the:s.r 'berrl'bory between g
1779 and 1877. It is s:Lmlla,rly notewor'thy of mention that 'the
last wa.r fought by our Ooople agalnst the wh:rte oppressors took
place in Na,'ba.l :Ln 1906 when our people under the o*enera.lshlp

of Bambata rose in armed struggle 111 defenoe of our la.nd and peoplee

2e Our Stiruggle.

The formation of the African National Congress (South Africa) took
place shortly afterwards in 1912, under the pressure of continued
dispossession and denial of our legitimate claims to participate

in a decision - making process under a democratic form of .
government. The British made constitution which ushered in the
Union of South Africa in 1910, denied franchise rights to the
Black fna,jori'by of three provinces while retaining in the fourth,
the province of the Cape, voting rights that have been granted to
all persohs irrespectiﬁe of race in as far back as 1883, In

response to this monstyrous piece of discrimination which doomed
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our voteless people to perpetual slavery, the fathers of the
African hatien met 1n solemn conclave te'_devise 'ways and _mea,ns

of uniting the people of South Africa in defence of the interests
and for the achievement of their national objective of equal

participstion.without colour barse

This was a key'note of our strug-le for the next half century,
throughout this period the leaders and pecple protested |
agitated, demonstrated resorted on oeoa81on to strike and

civil dlsObedlence for the pr1n01ple of equallty'before the law,

for fundamental human rights, for the sbolltlon.of colour bars

and natlonal oppresslon.

Brltaln.by'the Aot of Union had divested itself of polltloal
respon51b111ty for our country and for the voteless Black

ma joritye Colonial power was transferred to the;whlte'mlnority
under the constitution that ensbled it to perpetuate its
supremacy at the expense of our people..Although the South
Afrlcan.state'was made soverelgn in terms of 1nternat10nsl law,
it retalned.all the characterlstles of 2, colonial power V1s-a~v1s
the Black:maJorlty; Let us not be mystlfled'by'legal Jargon.and
constitutional teohnlcalltles. We assert that the white minority
occuplies the position of a colonial power in relation to our
people, and therefore our struggle is in essence a struggle for
national liberatione We shall now proceed to demonstrate the

~ factual basis of our analysis.

3..Aggihst Colonial Dominations

A universal characteristic of colonialism is a discrimination
exercised by the whité settlers against the 1nd1genous population,
an institutionalized system of 1nequa11ty'that denies them access

to education, skills, employment, s001al'welfare,.health serV1ces

and ‘equal terms with the colonial masters.
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The cornerstone of this edifice of inequality before the law =
and in.substance is a deprivation of boii’tioal righ'bs suffe'féd '

by the indigenous people, All power is concentrated in the ha,nd.s

of the settler community acting in con,]uno'blon with the :unper1a.1
power, Apartheid and Racism in Séuth Africa are produots of the
colonial conquest of our country and people, used by the enemy
as a rationale for the perpetuation of the colonial status of
the Black majority, and can thérefore bé eliminated by férce of

AXLTS ¢

Was it not against this colonial system that African peoples
revolted? What is meant by national liberation:other than:%he
rejeotion'by the colonised people against the inequalities and -
injustices foroed on. them'by'forelgn.rule in. the form. of colonlallsm?
And is it not agalnst such a system of oppression:-that we the-

p60ple of South.Afrlca are engaged in.-mortal combait?

We therefore olalm‘W1th reason.that our-struggle against racism . ,

and wh:.'l:e a.u'tocracy 1s in substance identical with the liberation

movemen'l: fough't throughou’c the con'tlnen'b during- the past fifty
years, There is a dlffe:geno_e.,_our brothers and sisters in Africa
fought against an external enemy, the imperial states of France,
Belgium, Britain, Portugal, Spain, Italy. Our cnemy has always
consisted of .the combi'ned_fbrqesﬁ of British imperialism and -
internal pc‘:alopia’.‘lism,‘ That situationy that combination of forces:
remained _ﬁnohanged when Britain, the imperial state relingquished-
1ts diredﬁr control of South Africa in the same way as it had done
for Canada, Australia, and Tew Zealand,

We repeat that legal ayd constitutional forms did not change
the 51tua.'t10n when Britain d.elefrated the responsibility for

governmen‘b 'to.._ the white minority, it retained the substance of -

power in the form of. ownership of . .the:mines, factories, commerce.

and much of the la.nd. Even a superficial -examination of- the
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was impregnated with race laws and colour bars, such as existed

and could only exist under colonial capitalism,

Our leaders, the founders of the African National Congress
included members of the learned professions, peasants, workers
and chiefs of high standing. One and all recogm.sed that separate -
isolated acts of rcsistance by individual OOH]MJIll‘tleS would fa.:Ll
to stop the advance of racial Jaggernoubh"h. ‘I!he:Lr only hope of
survival, the onéLy Drospeot of ob‘talnlng their Just demnd, was’
to unite ‘into one ‘nationg Frudiaiy Rt

In this respeo"t', 'wér'dif-‘fered" in no Wa,y from *l:he ' rest ;Gf the
continent, Colonialism was a rapacious system whloh denled.

basic hu.ma.n rlgh‘l:s, +trampled, rough-shod over na'tlonalrtrLes,

draw bound‘g-y—llnes ‘arbitrarily and without regard +to the 1dén‘ti'by
of language, groups and ethnic communities, Nevertheless ,_ and
with few exoentlons , the national movement that prollfera.ted
during the course of" the oen'tury a,ccen'bed the colonial
boundarles as given a,.nci obtained :Lnd.epende.nce for the states
a.r‘bxf‘lcla.lly carved out by the imperialists 3 Nowherc in Africa
have independent countries agreed to fragmentation into separate *
ethnic I'__S"ba.‘teS. Any attempt to secede by civil war has been resisted
with the full force of #he majority. Africa rightly rejects the
principlé éf seccession when it is a,pp]:ié‘d‘ o‘i:"i.rh'en' ethnic

communities within a state demand it as a right for themselves,

In- our case however partitioning has been imposed upon us from
above 'by- the white autocracye. We have not been consulted, no
referundum was organized to test our opinions Arbitrarily and in
1ts interéé:l: the white autocracy has proceeded to dismember the
oomonéo-é;i'e'ty, to establish tribal states, the so—called homeland
or as it is.oon'temp'tio.usljr called by our people, the Bantustans,
This systexﬁ ldf tribal _nafionali'ties which the rest of Africa has

re jected has been imposed on us by force with the consequence that

we, the original owners of the land and the sole occupants have
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been turned into forc1gners'by leﬂlslatlve deoree. And we enter
'l:he so-—oallech White South AL rica oomprlslng 87‘,% of the totala
When we enter these developed reglons in search of employment

we are requlred'bg'law to takB oui passports, resmdentlal parmlts
because 1n terms of the White man | s laW"We ‘are foreigners in the

land of our f oref athers o _ f

o

We deniaildé and  have d‘emanded_;_*Singe_rflﬁ‘l 2 the,,;*igh't_.xto._determine

the form of our na.tlonhood. This. is why the African National .- .. .

Congress Was f ormed a,nd ‘m:Ls is wha,t it has S'l:ruggled to aohleve
throughout its existencce But the white autocracy, a racist
minority, denies the iﬁ*h'l: of self-determination even to. the .

extent of prohlbltlng our organlza,tlon and all other forces that

reject partltlonlng 1nt0 Ba,n'tustans a.nd demzl.d. the right to form . .

one natlon. Is this not natlonal oppre881on9 There 18 no dlfferenoe
oetween the Whlte manﬁs_ban.on'us and the actlon.taken agalnst
national movements in other parts of.Afrlca.durlng the struggle

for 1ndependence. W:Lth these reasons we malnta,ln that we arec
victims of natlonal oporeu81on 1n.the Same way as the peoples of
Africa who rose 1n revolt agalnst forelgn domlnatlon and colonlal

rule,

A . S Sl B RS RS TR LAE

6 The 1ndeEendenco of Z:Lmba,bwe. ’

Our case f orj:_reoogni.‘tion'a,s:*'-a,n authentic national liberation
movement has stood the test of time, As stated in the opening
paragraphy- the OAU, the UN and progressive forums throughout the

world have -never .challenged our contention that we are fighting"™

a genuine war for natiomal sclf-determination against an autosracy -

which exercises. thd 'powers and -imposes the opprecssion characteristic

of any colonial system, We welcomed and supported as best as we

could the demand of Africa for frecdom from imperialist @domination

and colonial rule, It was and remains our conviction that ‘ourcage -
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will be strengthened by the liberation of other parts of Africas
Therefore we welcomed and drew comfort from the spread of the
tide of liberation thet spreed eorose Africe from fhe West to |
the East and from the north to the south,.And'when.that tide was
brought to a halt along the Zambezi we supported phyelcally'and
morally to the 11m1ts of our cape01ty the struggle for the |
emancipation of the colonised people in the sub-contlnent. When
Mozambique and Angola were liberated we rejoiced and our peopleh
reacted positively as in the case of the black consciousness
movement and the Soﬁeto*uprieing. The defeat of the Pertuguese
colonialism.broughf added.confidenee to our peeple, raised the
level of pelitical-oonseiousnees and. eooelereted the maturiﬁg'

of the revolutionary situation in our country.

The.authenolty'of the liberatlon.struggle'was not called in
queetlonuwhen.the people of Mozamblque and.Angele liberated
themselves. On.the oontrary'eur allies recognised that these
historic feats of llberetlon.had deprlved.our enemy of the
protection afforded by the buffer states along the borders, and
opened new*fronfs for our onslaught on the'bestlons of white

SUpPIremacyes

The liberation of Zimbabwe has brought about a situation where
another buffer state has fallen to the triumphant advance of

the Africa cause for freedom from foreign rule and white I _
domination, The defeat of the rebel regime and its western allies
in Zimbabwe is a glorious victory for the people and also to the
whole of Africa. We are confident that the success of the
patriefie forces bringe'ue closer to our objeotiﬁe of mefshalling
the reeeﬁreee of Afrioa and the international oommunity'fer the_
final assault on the last bastion of COlOHl&llSm and perlallsm

on our eontlnent'-the Seuth,AfrlcanuApartheld regimee
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{e lllegitimate transfer of power to the racist minority,

We have already pointed out that our strugglefagéinst‘White
domination and colonial invasion coes back to the early'dayé

of white settlement and continued in different regions and under
varying circumstances, throughout the succeeding 330 years.

Our enemies were both British imperiélismﬁand Afrikaaner

Nationalisme

After the defeat of the Boer Republic in the'war of
1899~1902, Britain transferred political power to the white

minority in defiance of the prééwar'protests of our peoplee

To illustrate, we cite some of the oufstandingffeaturesnéf this
protest such as the petition organised in October 19€3 by the
Transvaal Mative Union askinb for a common voters'! roll‘
throughout South Africa. In.February'1909, another CongreSS‘was
held in Orange River Colony, and in March similar gatherlnb took
place in the Cape, Natal and Transvaal The only issue was tha
draf+t South African Acte The 1910 constltutlon.conflned the

Black vote to the Cape, pmohlblted.Blaoks from sitting in '
Parliament and based the number of parliamentary seats on the
white adult male population to the exclusion of the Black

ma joritys Every Congress passed resolutions condemhing thé

colour bar clauses and*demanding-ihe extension of the'franchise
to Africans, Coloureds and Asians in the north, From these regions
came 60 elected delewateS'who met in‘a South African Nativé
Convention in March 1909, It £00 re jected the colour bar clauses
and resolved "All persons within the union shall be enmtitled to
full and equal rights and privileges subject bnltho the conditions
and limitations established by law and appllcable alike to all I

citizens without distinction of class, colour or creed",
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Recognising that the racist minority would ignore “our ’beople's
legitimate ola.:uns, the Na'lslve Convention sent a deputation to .
London to 1obby ""ho Br:rblsh Parlla.men'l; for an a.mend;rnen’c of the . .
draf+t Constltutlon in fa,vour of a non-ra,c.:u.al franchlse
mespeotlve of _Tace oolour or creed. The delegation pu‘l'. a
respons:l.blll‘by for Jshe en'tremhme.n'b of white hegemony .on. the
British Parliament th.e author and source of the leglslatlon.

This a.nd O'I:her fm:-ms of pressure fa,lled. Brl'ba:m was. then
committed to u.n:Lfylng the Afrlka.a.ners and Engllsh whites in a
solid front as a price of appeasemen'b for the violence used
against the Afrikoaners in the A.nblo—Boer war and as a means of
relnforclng the :mperla.lls'b 1nteres-l:s. Parllamen't therefore T
pa.ssed the dra,f'b AcY W:L'l:h its colour bar clauses intacte The only
achwemen'bs cf tha deleo-a.tlon was the exclusion from the Union.

of the H:Lgh Commi & 51o0n 'terrltorles of Botswana, Lesotho and .
Swazilande Out of hlS a.grbatlon and because of this failure .
emerged in 1912 1:1:3 A.frlcan Na.'blona,l Congz'ess dedicated to. 'l:he .
struggle for the removal of colour bars and the creation of a .

non~-racial society open to all South Africans.

Considered in this historical oon'tex't and Ul'bh due ret;;a.rd 'l:o
substantive issucs we have no hesrba:tlon in oon‘tendlng that ‘the'
South African Act of Umon was essen'blally of the same order |

as the UDI by rebel Rhodesia in 1965. The power that the rebel :
lan Smith seized Zllegally in 1965 was conferred by a British
Act of Pa.rllament in 191 O, In both cases a ra,ols'b mlnor;.'l;y
acquired absolute power over a blaok ma,Jorlty. Let us not be
taken in by legal sub‘berfuges or -bhe ou'l:ward look of thlngé. |

The substance of our case 1s 'tha.'t Brltaln by foroe deprlved us of
our legitimate rlrﬂts 111 1 910. If there had been at that 'blme in
existence the Oa:-ga*nsa.tlon of A:E'rlca,n Un:L'ty or the United Na,tlons,
it would have u_ndﬁuo’tedly condenmed. ‘I:he v:.olenoe _]_;?erpetrated _
against us by Britain in the same _'b,erms_ as 1% condemned, the Y;,_Q;Len'l:
perpetrated by the tBl?od_eriaI#lire.’aels_ against the African people.in

1965

.7:'-'__..-“-. tta/12




124

8. Forms of struggle,

The new éituafibn brought about by the unificéfion'dnfféfél
demanded of our people new forms of strug le.iFor more than

250 years our forefathers had taken up armg“against the White
invaders, but had done so in separate enoounters-organised‘by'
individual chiefdoms or coalitions of chiefdoms. It was not '
possible during thls'whole perlod to achieve maxlmum'unlty';
based on the growth of national consciousness which would embrace

all ethnic oommunltles, all tribes and clans. As part of the

development of a natlonal consclousness, “the Afrloan Natlonal ks i

Congress provided the subJectlve faotor,'utlllzing common
experlenoe and 11V1ng conditions of common 0ppre581on and
1dent1ty'of sufferlng to combat narrow triballsm and. 1ncaloata*
in all sectiory of our people the conoept of a 51ngle natlon.born.
to be free and.flghtlng'for eman01pat10n.and in its formative
year it resorted to comstitutional means such as deputatlons,

petitions, demonstratlons, industrial aotlons, antl_paSsz..

oampalgns and prouests of all klnds.

The conditions for armed?struggle édméfinfcbéiﬁg for:three' "

primary'reasons-

(1) The comlng to pcwer in 1948 of the Afrlkaaner P
National Party, the oreator of Apartheid and ‘ﬁhe
most VlClOuS exponent of a tyrannloal ra01al

*

order. :

(ii) The shift in the balance of forces 1n.Afrloaf

resultlng'from the defeat of 1mper1allsm and

the abandonment of colonial rule after World

War 1T marked.among other thlngs'by"the

formatlon of the OAU ‘which gave ﬂ'unlversal
shape and’ 1deology'to the strIV1ngs of Afrlcan.;iﬁ
peoples for selfndetermlnatlon, the right to =

! Hecede from 1mper1al constellations, and the

“achievement of scverelgn powers‘bf wovernment.
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(iii) The chango in the balance of world forces,
resulting from the defeat of racism and
fascism in Hitler Germany, all of which
were deeply entrenc'hedf in our own country.
Without the unqua.llfled and generous support
of Africa,‘the non—aligned and socialist
countries, we together with other liberation
movements would not have been able 1o obtain
the military training and receive armaments

required for an armed struggle,

These were the underlying structural reasons for the decision
to take up arms, But the immediate occasion was the ban imposed
upon our organisatione That prohibition closed the door to all
possibilities of political action within the structure, If we
as a nation we were to survive, we had no option but to take

up arms against the enemy,

O« South Af r:Lca.'s Total S'tra.teﬂ
The Apa.r'theld reglme 's whl'l:e pa,per on Def ence f or 1977 was

prepa.red when Botha, the present Prime Minister was the Minister

of Defenoe and therefore girectly respons:l.ble for 1'l:s polloy. The _

White Paper 'deolared that "Sou'bh Afrloa was today 1nvolved. in a
war, whether we wish to a,coep't it or not". The llbera:blon ot
Mozambique a.nd Angola, WAPO?s a.rmed stmwgle in I\Iam:l_bla, 'the
Soweto uprlslngs and the unfoldlng of the a.rmed struggle by !
the military w:.ng of the African l\htlonal Congress (So‘wl:h &
Africa) - all "chese oonstrbuted a moun‘tlng threa'b to the |
Republlo of Sou'th A.f I':Lca.' "I‘b wa.s a srbua,‘tlon 'l:ha't demanded 'the
adoption of "Dotal National Stra'teg'y‘" in all fields - m:Ll:L'tary,

psychological, technological, diplomatio, ideological and

!
culturale A primary objective is 1o prevent through Western
diplomatic action, the build-up of Marxist influence 1n

neighbouring states, The defence force would be maintained in a

= !‘--":
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state of alertness for the immediate support &f police action ™ ~:-:

within the country and in neighbouring statess

The Pretoria regimels conception of: total strategy involves ;.
an enormous increase 1n the expenditure. of the armed forces, "
the defence budget, which increased fourfold between 196165, -
trebled in 1974~75 and soared“to R1700 million in 1977-78, In
197980 nearly R2000 million went to the army., This increcased

army spending is one 'symptom of the country's militarization,

It was no accident that Piet "Weapons™ Botha, the former Minister

of Defence became Prime Minister, Some of the most significant
political statements ceme from MagmusiMalan, the Army =

Commander in Chief, The military: is extending its grip.on the. o 7
country by placing army men in teachirng posts in ;s;p'h'oolSr.and- () vAxid
colleges throughout rural areas and in Soweto0. The ‘bop of the i caranng
military structure 'is the State Security Council which includes -

politicians, military and police chiefs, y L

No section of the population is sparede. Bantustan tribal chiefs ' .

are 1ncorpora,'ted :Lnto the army 'l:errl'torlal command The sca-—oalled
"mlll'lsary aid". 1s belng forced on the Ba.nmstans. 'I‘he Cape core of
Coloureds u.n:t.ts have been expanded as part of the permanen't foroe.
Ind:La.:ns are belng dra,ftn.,d. in the South Afrloa,n Indlan Corps. :
Ovambo a,nd Kovango ba'tta.llons have been la,unohed in I\Tamlbla..
African soldlers oonstl'tute more “than 20% of the :mfa,ntry

services 1n the operatlona,l areas, both as. comba'b units and in
non~combat roles, -but can rise no lngher than the rank of

sergeant — majore Even the Khoisan, deseribed in official army

publloatlons as. "pr:.m::.'blve Bushmen” are called upon to use 'thelr-

"one grea:b sk:\.ll" ‘as 'tra,ckers 1n the Caprivi Strip and along the
border wlth Angola.e
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Members of the civilian force and commandoes are belng used.
in combat operations for three months, a 'l:lme beyond. 'thelr

compulsory period of service which is two yea.rs. The permwent

force is be:l.ng expanded. They number nea,rly ene-'thlrd of the

total force. It will increase 1ts codes of Coloureds and Indlens“
units and step up the recruiting of Africans., The regime '
contends that Sou.th Africa 1s in a sta:l:e of undecla.red war and by |
amendments in 1977 of the Defenoe Ae'h 1‘|: extended 11:3 waxr t:une ;
powers 1o cover exls'tlng cond_'l.'b:.ons aeflned e.e _"operatlone :'Ln |
defence of 'I:he repubhc“ 'I‘he leglsla.'tlon 1noreased the perlod _t
of oommlsery Na;tlona,l Servme from 12 months 'te 24 men’chs 50
authorised the Pr:Lme M:J.nlster to decla.re a. e'l:a.'be of emerfrenoyl

arising out of 'the guerllla, war.

Inspite of 'the Ul\T Securl'l;y Coun01l arms emba.re'o Sou'l:h A_'f‘rlca

i to 1mpor1: SoPhlStlcatEd wea,ponry from Brltalnf Francerw

UeSeAoy West Germany, Isra.el a,nd other Western comtrles and 13 .

able to produoe an a:tom:.c bomb I'b has a pllo't nuclear plan'b of ‘
advanced 'tech.nologlce.l fies:Lgn, beoauee of 'bechnlca.l ald, machlnes_
and. materlal supplled by France, F,R G. a,nd 'l:he U,S .A.

As W:LdeSPread. bannlngs a.nd de'te-n'tlens grow, the Un:l:ted l\e,'l:lons_ |
Seocurity Councll a,dopted a, reeolutlon 11:1 Oo-l:ober 1977 1mpos:.nb

an embargo on arms ea,les 'l:o Pre'terla,. The Weetern powers ve‘l:oed
another resolu'tz.en pla.clng emba.ro'o on nuolea.r and the supply of Fox 3
civilian goods of poten'bla,l mlllta,ry use 10 Sou’l:h A:E‘rloa.. In

December, _the General Assembly pa,ssed 14 resolutlone condenm:mg

Apa.r'bhe:l.d and calllng for sweeplng mlllta,ry and economic ea,notlons. _ 33

Nevertheless Sou'l:h A_'f‘rloa, ha,s 1n recen't months exploded a nuclea.r

device,

In terms of 'l:he Umted I\Ta,t:l_ons reselu'tlons a.nd ey gonera.l
concensus of the progre331ve world Whl‘te Sou'th Afrloa, S'be,nds |

condemned. of belng an 1lleg1t1ma,te mlnorl'ty re.clst roglme whose

"
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armed forces havé grown into a ‘monstrous octopus spreadlng its
tentacles over the whole of ‘Southern Africa seelﬂnb i aing
economies 1o feed itself?y moblllzlng white youth, and now even' ™ Ay
blacks to risk thelr l:l.ves in the defence of white ‘privilege
and dominations - |

The political mask of Apa.r'bheld South Af rlcan total stra’segy
purports to bé aimed at winning "hearts and minds of ’che
people”, 1nclud1ng the Blacks who as we ha.ve seen a.re a.lrea.dy
an mpor'ba.n'b‘ par't of ‘l:he %ta’de a,rmed. a,nd coerc:.ve a,ppa.ra'l:us. _
Having robbed! Africans of “#- naturdl 'blr'thrlgh't, the rlgh't
to national self-determination and citizenship in their own
ancestral land the regime now seeks to récruit them to flgh‘b
in protection of White man's life and proper'ty. S:ane Ai‘rlca.n
Nationalism, the concep'tlon of one , s:Lngle, all embra,cz.ng natlon

is diametrically 0pposed 4o the Pretoria schemes of perpetual
subordination ‘of Black:s an a:l:'l:emot has been made t6 substitute
tribal na,'tlomllsm. A:E‘rlcans must not be allowed to think of
themselves as Afrlcans, or as Blacks, They ‘are given a,n 1dent1'ty‘

of ethnic communities, Xhosas, Tswanas, Zulus, Vhendas, Shangaans
Swazis, Pedis, Sothos, or Coloureds and Indians. This device is
incorporated in the "New TotaI"Stratégjﬁ' under the pfbjéété'& Y
three~tier parliament - Whl’ces, Coloureds and Indians — which :
applies the familiar divide and rule system. The aim is to spla_'b

the Coloured and Indian peoples from the Africans., This is 'l:he '

essence of Botha's pr0posal 4o call the mul'tl-ra.cla.l Conven'tlon

which is a variation of a scheme pu'l: up by his predeoessor Vorster

in 1977«

In the latest version of this proposal, P.W. Botha said on March
9the 1980, that the conference would include representa.'blves of a.ll

races, Unlike the earlier proposal the reglme now intend 'bo

include Africans in a.ny mul'tl-ra,r::la.l Gonventlon called 'bo d:.scu.ss

their posrblon and that of a ooun'try as a wholes The reason for

eee/1T
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this decision according to Botha is the victory of President

Mugabe's ZANU(P..F;)_- -in the recent elections and its effects on

South Africae

Botha has not changed his stubborn and unqualified rejection of
democratic solutiens, On the contrary, he undertook on March 9th
to maintain White domination, His party he said would “defend
the White man's political rights, culture and his right to
self-determination”, One of Botha's predecessors, Hans Strydom

called such a policy, the "policy of baaskap”,

This being so, what purpose could be solved by calling the
Bantustan chiefs and other so-called spokesmen of the Black
oppressed majority? The fascist regime in this and all other
matters is interested only to safeguard the interests of its
constituents who are first and foremost the Afrikaans speaking .
Whites and secondly the White minority as a wholes The purpose
of the proposed conference is to involve the Black people in the
total strategy for the defende of White minority interests., g
We the nation of the oppressed, the exploited scurce of prof.i.'t'
acoumulatlon, the victims of dlscrlmlnatlon in ghe'ttoes, labour
compounds y slums are belng called upon to defend_ 'l:he OPPIresSSOor,
We are being called upon to put our stamp of a,pproval on the
policy lmown as Apa.r'bheld whloh the 1n'terna.‘t10nal oommun:!.'by
condemns as a crime a.galnst huma,nlty. In this case we want to
refer to what Nelson Ma.ndela. wrote in 1953 under the very
appropriate title: WThe Shlftlng Sa.nds of Illusion®,

Here is what this great patriot saidg "Talk of democratic
and constitutional means (of struggle) can only
have a basis in reality for those people who -
enjoy democratic and constitutional rights,

We must accept the fact that in our country

we cannot win one single victory of political
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freedom without overcoming-a desparate
 resistance on the part of the'government,
and that victory'will.not'come of itself
but only as a result of a bitter struggle
by the oppressed people for the overthrcw
 of racial disorimination ®ecscc0coeccoesse
- No organisation whose 1nterests are s
identical with those of the toiling
masses will advocate conciliation to win
its demands esesee The only sure road tor
(the) goal (of freedom) leads thrdugh 48
The uncompromising and determined mass
struggle for the overthrowfof:faséisﬁ
and the establishment of democratlc

forms of government".

10s The constellation of Southern African States.,

The multiraqial conference is to be a preparation for a
"Constellation of Southern African States"s The regime wants to
link up with "other states™ meaning thereby not only Lesotho,
Swaziland, Bqtswana, Zambla, lozambique, Angola, Zaire but abso
domestic Banfusfans, TIranskei, Vhenda, Bophuthatswana, Lebowa,
KWa—Zulu éto. One obvious purpose of such a constellation is to
surround South Afrioa with wgqut states linked to the regime by

military, political and economic ties which will take the place

of old buffer states represented by Mozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe
so long as they were under Portuguese and British osolonial rule,

It is precisely because of their liberation and the liberation of

Botswana, Lesotho, and Swaziland that this multi-racial conference

is being put forward, Previous attempts to lure 1ndependent states
into the Apartheid trap failed because of the deep seated '
resentment of Africans everywhere to the v1clous-system.0f racial

discrimination, national oppression and economic exploitation that
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constitute Apartheide It is necessary for the regime to

combat and dyssipate this resentment while at the same time it
sceks to hang on to preserve the substance of White power by -
means of bogus multi-racialism and the so—called removal of
petty-apartheid, These are¢ devices intended to deceive the world
at large and Africa in particular into thinking that Apartheid  °
has been dismantled, Infact a mask is being fitted to hide its -
true nature from the world, Undoubtedly the removal of certain
types of discrimination and the grant of ‘certain kind of rights
such as the 99 year leases offered to Blacks in Black townships,
the promise of :merov:mg facilities for trade, the narrowing

of the gap in 'the sa,la.rles between Black and White professional
men and women such as doctors and teachers are intended to
concilliate the middle class and win their support. Nevertheless
this middle—class will not be satisfied with any a.r‘rangemefrb e
which leaves it exposed to arﬁitrar;y' detentions, and ba.rming
orders, or prosecution for. poll'tlcal offences, or other measures
denying them the right to pa,r'blclpa.'be in decision making at all
levels, and at equal terms w:rbh the White minority. Therefore

we consider that no concessions can be worthwhile or a,ooep'ba.ble .
to our people provided they go the whole way of giving us full

political power,

11+ Economic penetration.

The multi~racial conference is the political dimension of ‘the
so~called constellation strategy of which much has béen said in - '
recent years. In the last 30 years-the South Af’rlca,n eoonomy has
grown enormously. Secondly it has bcen dominated to a.h 1norea.s:.ng
extent by big busines'ss Thirdly multi-national corpora.’tlons have
increased their share of their investments in South Africaes -
Fourthly the extra~ordinary increase in gold price has provided
South Africa with a huge surplus estimated to y:Lelf R1 600
million to the state in 1979—-80. it ok |
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The eoonomlc development threugh the cenoentratlon df'wealth 1n ;

H r
:

il

the hands of the'whlte mlnorlty} has resulted 1n maQSIve;“ . :
unemployment among'Afrlcansl generally'aseumed to be of the order

of two mllllon people. The rurel areas have beoome Ebéfér and - |
offer only'the proepecf ef permanent unemploymentc The eim.of the 5
racist total strategy'ls to expel the unemployed to tne rural i
areas and to settle them 1n.the BantustenS'w1th the oost of |

malntalnlng themselves and thelr dependence.

This 1is ﬁhe.famlllar result of the eelonlal monopoly'of'wealth,_
Pblarlzatlon'w1th great'wealth at one end of the scale and :  i
extreme pcverty'at the other end, South.Afrloa contemplatese
growth rate of 57'1n.the present year, a, rate'whloh is far'beyond
the capa01ty'of the olg capltallst economles. To malntaln.the
momentum of eeonom1c expan51on at that 1evel South,Afrlca must '
find an.outlet for 1ts surplus oapltal and 1ts manufaotured. '
goodse The constellatlon 1s to prov1de sueh outlet 1n the formpii
of a huge common.market domdnatedﬂby'South.Afrlca's 1ndustr1al
might and_flnanced'by'1nternat10nal Western agencles whlch are '

themselves partners 1n the preflts of apartheld.

12, Political mobilization,

The decision to form Umkhonto We Sizwe, the military wing of our = '
movement, was a major ohange of pollcy'after 50 years of rellance :
on polltlcal pressure and. non~w1olent'forms of strugble. The Ak
decision took.lnto account the neceselty'to comblne the armed
struggle‘W1th.all ferms of polltloal struegles. The Soweto et
uprising, theugh one ef the mest dramatlc eplsedes tin Uwr;;ﬁ dii
confrontation.W1th the enemy, eervee as a cla581o example oflf

what we mean'by'polltloal mdblllzatlon. .

The fundamental pr1n01ple of our strategy*has'been that mllltary' J
operation should be surbordinate to our pol1t10al and 1ndustr1al

campalgns., In principle the two types of action should go hand
in hand, the one serving the other, but always with the emphasis

.--.*'-H;l
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on political education which would create:-the setting for our
armed struggle in a close and continuous interaction with'the = ~ ~
Peoplec TN 3 ) | :

- - T - :,r_
-I. o !- -_ .. _- . ¥ 'I-l.l= r s

It is our comstant: endeavour to establish’ internal bases for our
political and military campaigns and consequently to diminish = 7270 -if
dependence on our external allies within Pretorial's proclaimed < .

zone o military surveillance, In effect-this zone embraces '~ I. T4

South African neighbours which share a common border with one
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It is our understanding that the Frontline States on their own  :=°2d777
account and: as. mem'befr's of “the OAU have ungrudgingly” a,ccepfbed

enormous sacrlflces rinisuppéort of ‘the liberation movemen't

throughout 'th.ls reglon. Just as Mozambique and Ango]_a, F&lied on Fixahiiin
the resources of Fron'bllne States in the regiony 'se they in turn *© © °
have provided ass:lé‘t;a.nce to ourselves and to the llbera,’c:r;on armies’

of Z:Lmba.bwe and I\Iam:Lb:La,. 'Seén in its historical perspeotlve
therefore, ‘bhe_ war agains® white ‘racism has been an_ongg;pg o U tal LT
struggle throughout the entire sub—continente The sonfliot has '
shifted from one country to &nother and from one afea to anb-thér* ALY
within each country, Inspite of national différences’ 'be'bween thag - FraiduLh
armies of liberation as also between thée forces of oppress:mn, £, & Talel A
is historically, politically, and strategically correct ‘bo see: L US
all as being engaged in the single struggle ‘against a common enemy, T Pk
That enemy is imperialism and its offshoots of colonialism, racism = < -

and fascism,

Therefore the struggle will and must contimue until thé ‘entire '~ 7L
sub—continent hds been liberdatedy This cencept is in strict accord
with the basic principles of OAUts policy towards hational -
liberation in the.sub—oontinents A principle which has'beeti”
repeatedly stat.%éd- 41 ‘resolutions adopted by the OAU since its &
inceptions It is one struggle againgt the common eriemy who has™ ¢~ 7 7 7

dominated a great part of our continent, By means of hard and
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tenacious flghtlng 1m'rolv:Lng enormou.s sa,crlfloes destructlon

of life and proper'l:y, the peoplee armies have §tormed and taken 8
position of one bastion after a.flo’ther of white supremacy. There

remains one citadel, one for‘l:rees :|.n Sou'th Africa and Namlbla...

That is tho le.st strongh.ald whieh we are de‘aermlned 'bo oooupy
in pursuit of our hls'borlo mlsszton wh:Lch 1s 'be brlnb a.bou'b 'I:he
complete llbera:blon of AF rloa from “l:he last remna.h'bs of '

L:

coloma,llsm, fa,sc:.em and ra.c:Lsm.

o= .F-'--' .
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Precisely for this reason and the enormotis corcentration of
industrial power capital and arms force in the So‘u'l:a Ai‘rica.n
complex, the flnal round of ‘the e'bruggle w:Lll require immehse .
resources, on eu.r pe.r‘b and from a,ll peoples which have deelared
themselves a.aalnst ‘the ev:l.l system of apar‘theld. Interna.‘blonal
eollda,rlty for our oa,use ‘has reaohed unprecedented. helgh'ts, am
can be seedi in 'the declslon 'tﬂken by the General Assembly of
the Unl‘bed Na.'tlons to rEeco fmse SWAPO a8 'bhe sole legi‘tlma.'te
representative ef the people of Nam:Lb:La.. In so domg, the UN
expl:.ol%y eo:ns1ders that SWAPO and the people are waglng 2 _
legitimate st:r'uggle for llbera’tlon a.galnst 'l:he I'E:LOlS'lJ reglme in
Pretoria. That reg:une is also our enemy. 'I‘here oe.n be no ' -
dlstlmtlon in essence between the llberatlen war in Namibia a.nd
our llbera,'lslon war in South A.frlca.. ']Ihe same power, 'l:he same

—

governmen't the same constella.‘tlon of forces, the salne 1llegal

use of v:Lolenoe a.ru belng a.ga.lnst us a,s a..galnst 'bhe pecmle of
Namibiae = ' - ' e

The enemy is formldable bu'b it 15 not 1IIV1n01b1e. There 1s

u'refu'table ev:Ldence 'l:he;t 1n propor'blon to advanoes ma,de by our
polltloal and m:Ll:LJca,ry oampan.gns, the enemy is compelled to '_ ' =
adopt defensive etre:l:eglee wh:l_oh a,re hav:mg ‘the mﬂiedle.'te effec't | )
of raising enormously the level of flre and coerc:lve measures. 254

The enemy seeks to the same extent to sustain the poll'bloa.l,

poonomio , social and meral basis of Ble ren'lme. L:Lke a.ny
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wounded beast of prey, the eneifiy;is vicious and capable of
inflicting injury and cdestruction on those within his reach, This
is no reason, however, for abandoning the struggle against the
beast of prey, he has to be destroyed if we are to safeguard the
lives and interests of our people and of the people in the

neighbouring states,

Those countries which border South Africa and which have generously
with great cost provided us with shelter and technical aid have a
germuine and honourable claim upon the rest of Africa and the world
at large for assistances In the inaugural conference of the OAU',
Comrade Ben Bella, then spokesman for Algeria, told the assembled
delegates that "we must all be prepared to die a little for the
liberation of Africa. He meant in saying these memorable words
that the cause of the people is the cause for the whole Africa and
that geographical distance should not be a reason for shouldering
of f 3hghare of the responsibility as rest upon the shoulders of
those because of geographical proximity are required to bear

the burden of aiding us in our struggle. An equal sharing of the
burden means that at the very least the financial costs of
erecting safeguards against the racist forces should be shared by

all the members of the OAU,

We have reached the stage where we are able to think in terms of
planning a final assault, This _migh'l; not come about in the
immediate futuree But it will be a continuous campaign ending in
victorye We look forward to a political upheaval of such dimensions
as to overwhelm the enemy and render his massive arsenals of
armaments ineffective against the whole nation backed by Africa and
international community. We cannot foresee the form that this last
round of conflict will assumee. We do know however that we must
strain every nerve, utilize every resource, and employ the maximum
amount of force available to succeed against our enemy which has

enormous wealth and support ¢ the imperialist world, For these
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