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1. OAU Pillar of Steam-

The OAU has without reservation given its support at all times

since its inception in 1963 to the struggle against white

supremacy and the minority racist and colonial rules in

Southern Africa. The rejection of the minority regimes, the

determination to assist the Black majority to achieve the

rights of nationhood and sovereignty have been a cornerstone

of unity in Africa. This is one issue on which all states on

the continent have been able to agree regardless of the

many divisive factors that have emerged from time to time in

different regions; The African National Cengress (South Africa),

recognises in this unanimity a deep understanding of the

position of our people, and of all Africans in the sub—eontinent

who have suffered the consequences of a vicious colonial system

based on national oppression, race gg.s 139mMnation and exploitation.

The OAU has earned the respect and '“ “:.t6 of progressive

mankind in all parts cf the world because of its consistent

stand against the white minority regimes, and its support to the

limit of its capacity for the liberation struggle in the

sub—continent. we have every confidence that that support will

continue to be given until the whole continent‘has been purged
of the vicious social system which finds its extreme expression

in what hascnnb'to be known as Apartheid, a system which not
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only practises race discrimination but ellevates it to the

height of_a moral order. Should this particularly offensive

and oppressive form of colonial rule be allowed to continue,

it will distil a poison and spread it through the whole of the

sub—continent and eventually other regions which are vulnerable

to the virus of neo—oolonialism, racism, fascism and imperialism.

It is hardly necessary to remind members of the OAU of their

passed resolutions denouncing apartheid and pledging their

support for our armed struggle. Nevertheless, for the record

and to give confidence to ourselves and our people We wish

to recall resolutions adopted by the OAU on these matters

like the one passed in-Mauritius affirming the support of the

OAU to our struggle in all forms including armed struggle,

for the seizure of pOWer by the people and the recent one

passed by the 34th Session of the Council of Ministers.

we of the African National Congress (South Africa) have always

regarded these resolutions as a solemn oovenant,'a genuine and

binding commitment by our brothers and sisters in Africa to

reinforce our struggle by moral and material means. This does

not mean that we look elsewhere for deliverance, or expect

other people to perform our historic mission of bringing

about a social revolution that will demolish the entire*

structure of colonial rule, national oppression, racism and.'

exploitation all of which constitute the system of Apartheid.

This is our mission and We shall‘carry it out regardless of the

obstacles or the sacrifices that must be made.

At the same time, and because of the significance of our

struggle to Africa and indeed to all progressive mankind,.we

look with confidence to African states of the OAU for affirmation

of belief in the justice of our cause; We recognise however that

it is necessary for us to specify the grounds upon which we call
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for such affirmation in the light ef the changed situation that

has arisen since the liberation of Zimbabwe.

It will be khown to the members of the OAU that we the people

Of South Africa have never acquiesced in white man rule, have

never accepted the rape of our land, the seizure of our mineral

wealth, the extraction of vast fortunes from the soil of our

land for the benefit of foreign investors, bankers,

industrialists, and all those others who benefit from the

ravages of imperialism ih our country. We the people of South -

Africa, fought relentlessly and without eessation against the

foreign invaders who by the use of violence and superior

armaments expropriated our land until eventually We were left

with little mere than one—seventh of the total territory. It is

a certifiable historic fact that our people in the Cape took

the first shock of resistanee tothe invaders, fought no fewer

than ten distinct wars in defence of their territory between

1779 and 1877. It is similarly'noteworthy of mention that the

last war fought hy our people against_ the white oppressors took

place in Natal in 1906 when our _people under the generalship

of Bambata rose in armed struggle in defence of our land and people. .

2. Our Struggle.

The formation of the African Natiohal Congress (Sofith Africa) took

place shortly afterwards in 1912, under the pressure of continued

dispossession and denial of our legitimate claims to participate

in a decision — making process under a dembcratie form of”

government. The British made constitution which ushered in the

Union of South Africa in 1910, denied franchise rights to the

Black majority of three provinces while retaining in the fourth,

the province of the Cape, voting rights that have heen-granted to

all persons irrespectite of_race in as far back as 1883. In

response to this monstyrous piece of discrimination which doomed

oou/4

 

 
 



 

 

4.1

our voteleds people to perpetual slavery, the fathers of the

African nation met in solemn oonclave to devise ways and means

of uniting the people of South Africa in defence of the interests

and for the achievement of their national objective of equal

participation without colour bars.

This was a key note of our struggvIe for the next half century,

throughout this period the leaders ahg people protested,

agitated, demonstrated,_reserted on eecasion to strike and

civil disobedience for the prinoipIe of eqfiality’befere the law,

for fundamental human rights, for the abolition of colour bars

and national oppression.

Britain by the Act of Union had divested itself of political

responsibility for our country and for the veteless Black

majority. Colonial power was transferred to the white minority

under the constitution that enabled it to perpetuate itsv

supremacy at the expense of our people. Although the South

African state was made sovereign in terms of international law,

it retainedaIl the characteristics of a colonial power vis-a—vis

the Black majority. Let us not be mystified by legal jargon and

cofistitutional techhicalities. We assert that the white minority

occupies the position of a colonial power in relation to our

people, and therefore our struggle is in essence a struggle for

national liberation. We shall now proceed to demonstrate the

_ factual basis of our analysis.

3. A&inst VColoning Domination.

A universal characteristic of colonialism is a discrimination

exercised by the white settlers against the indigenous population,

an institutionalized system of inequality that denies them access

to education, skills, employment, social welfare, heaIth services

and equal terms with the colonial masters.
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The cornerstone of this edifice bf inequality befdre the law '

and in substance iS-a deprivation of political rights sufferéd

by the indigenous people. All power is concentrated in the hShdS

of the settler community acting in conjunction withthe 1mper1a1 : 0

power. Apartheid and Racism in S6uth AfricS are products of thé ”H”-

colonial conquest of our country ahd pedpie, used by the éhéfififis

as a rationale for-the perpetuatiefi-éfrthé coldhial status ef'

the Black majbrity, and can thérefore: be eliminated by 5f61~ce '. of? '
arms.

was it not against this colonial system that African peoples

revolted? What is meant by national liberationiother thanfthe

rejection by the colonised people aga1nst the inequSlities and,

injustices foreedonthem by fore1gnrule in the form- of coloniSlism_?.

And iS itnot SgSinst Such a system of oppression: that we .the

people of South AfrioS are engaged in mortal combat?

we therefore clSim with reason that our struggle against racism ,2 ?:~4

and white Sutochcy is in substSnce identicSl with theliberat1on

movement foughtthroughout the continent duringthe _paSt f1fty

years. There is S diffegenoe, our brothers and s1sters_in Africa

fought against an external enemy, the imperial states of France,

Belgium, Sritain1>qutugal,;SpSin,_ItSly. Our-enemy has aleyS

consisted of_the combined ferq S of_British imperialism and

internal cSlohiSlism. That situation; that.oombination of forces

remained hnchanged when Britain, the imperial state relinquished-

its direét Sohtrol pf South Africa in the same way as it-had done,

for CanadSv‘ApsjhaliSziand,NSy ZeSlSndg

we repeat that legaiiénfiigbnstitutional forms did not change

the situStion when Brita1n delegated the responsibilityfor

governme ntto: the white minority, it. retSined the substance of ~

power in the form of ownership of.thegmines, factories,commerce

and much 9f theland. Evena superficialexaminat1on of the
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was impregnated with race laws and colour bars, such as existed

and could only exist under colonial capitalism.

Our leaders, the founders of the African National Congresé”

included members of the learned professions, peasants, workers

and chiefs of high standing. One and all recognised that separate

isolated acts of resistance by individual communities would fail

to stop the advanee of racial jaggernought. Their only hope of

survival, the only prospect of obtaining their just demand, was '

to uniteintoone nation. 'A '

In this respeet; we differed in no wey from the rest of the

continent. Colonialism was a rapacious system -whioh denied ‘

basic human rights, trampled, roughpehod over nat10n311t1es, '

draw boun43yhlinesarbitrarily and without regardtothe identity

of language, groups and ethnic communities. Nevertheless,and h

with few exoefitions, the national movement that proliferated'

during the ebfiree oithecentury accepted the colonial

boundariesas given and obtained independence for the States‘

artificially carved out by the imperialists. Nowhere in Africa“

have independent countries agreed to fragmentation into separate ” ’7

ethnic states. Any attempt to secede by civil war has been resisted with the full force of the majority} Africa rightly rejects the

principle of seecession when it is applied Or when ethnic

communities_within a state demand it as a right for themselves.

In our case however partitioning has been imposed upon us from

above by the white autocraoy. we have not.been consulted, no

referundum was organized to test our opinion, Arbitrarily'and in

its intereet the white autooraey has proceeded to dismember the

common Sodiety, to esteblish_tribal states, the §p~oalled homeland

or as it is oontemptiously called by our people, the Bantustans.

This systew of tribal nationalities which the rest of Africa has

rejected has been imposed on us by force with the consequence that

we, the original owners of the land and the sole occupants have‘
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8.

been turned into foreigners bylegislative decree. And we enter

the so—oalled White South Afrioa comprising 87%of the total.

When we enter these developed regions in search of employment

we are required bylaw to take out pasSports, residential permits

because in terms of the White man's law We are foreigners in the

land of our forefathers.

We demend§ ahd.have‘dehahded;sihoeu1972 the right to determine 1m__ .+

the form of our nationhood. This is why .the African National H.

Congress was formed and this is what it has struggled to achieve

throughout its existence. But the white autocraoy, a racist

minority, denies the right of self—determinationeven to the 2

extent of proh1b1t1ng our organizationand all other forces that. _

reject partitioning into Bantustans and demand the right to form r:,5‘

one nation. Is this not national oppression? There is no difference

between the White man’s ban on us and the._action taken against

national movements in other parts of Africa during the.struggle

for independence. With these reasons we maintain that we are

victims of national oppression in the same way as the peoples of

Africa who_rose in revolt againstforeign domination and colonial

rule.

6. The indegendenoo of Zimbabwe.
_=.“_._aA-_-a<-

  

Our case for recognition as an authentic national liberation

movement has stood the test of time. As stated in the opening

paragraph; the OAU, the UN and progressianfofiums throughout the

world have~nevergohallenged-odr contention that We are fighting §-'7

 

a genuine_uar for national self-determination against an autooraoyil-H

which exercises thdflpowers and‘imposes the oppresSion characteristio-”

of any colonial system. we welcomed and supported as best as we

could the demand of Afhica for freedom from imperialist abmination

and colonial rule; It was and remains ofir conviction that Ourflcase‘i

:1
]

.
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will be strengthened by the liberation of other parts of.Africa.

Therefore We welcomed and drew comfort from the spread of the

tide of liberation that spread across Africa from the West to

the East and from the north to the south. And when that tide was

brought to a halt along the Zambezi we supported physicallyand

morally to the limits of our capacity the struggle for the

emancipation of the colonised people in the sub—continent. When

Mozambique and Angola were liberated we rejoiced and our people'

reacted positively as in the case of the black consciousness

movement and the Soweto uprising. The defeat of the Portuguese

colonialism brought added confidence to our people, raised the

level of pelitical consciousness and accelerated the maturihg

of the revolutionary situation in our country.

The authencity of the liberation struggle wee not called ih

question when the peoble of Mozambique and Angola liberated

themselves. On the contrary our allies recognised that these

historicfeats of liberation had deprived our enemy of the

protection afforded by the buffer states along the borders, and

opened new fronts for our onsiaught on the baetions of white

supremacy.

The liberation of ZimbabWe has brought about a situation where

another buffer state has fallen to the triumphant advance of":

the Africa cause for freedom from foreign rule and White M

domination. The defeat of the rebel regime and its westerfl allies

in Zimbabwe is a glorious victory for the people and also to the

whole of Africa. We are confident that the success of the I

patriotic forces brings ue closer to our objective of marshalling

the resefiroes of Africa and the international community fer the

final assault on the last bastion of colonialism and imperialism

on our continent — the South African Apartheid regime.
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7. Eigegitimate transfeELBf power to the ragist minorit ,

   

We have already pointed out that our struggle against white

dominatioh and colonial invasion goes back to the early daye

of white settlement and eentinued in different regions and under

varying cifCumstances, throughout the succeeding 330 years.

Our enemies'fiere‘both British imperialism and Afrikaaner

Nationalism.’

After the defeat of the Boer Republic in the war of

1899—J902, Britain tranéferred political pOWer to the white

minority in defiance of the preéwar protests of our people.

To illustrate, we cite some of the outstanding features ef this

protest such as the petition organised in October 1903 by the

Transvaal Native Union asking for a common voters' roll

throughout South Africa. In.February 1909, another Congress was

held in Orange River Colony, and in March simiiar gathefiné took

place in the Cape, Natal ahd TrenSVaal; The enly issue was the,

draft South African Act. The 1910 constitution confined the
Black vote to the Cape, prohibited Blacks from sitting in

Parliament and based the number of parliamentary seats on the

white adult male population to the exclusion of the Black

majority. EVory Congress passed resolutions condemning the

colour bar clauses and demanding the extension of the franchise

to Africans, Coloureds and Asians in the north. From these regions

came 60 elected delegates who met in a South African lativé

Convention in March 1909. It too rejected the oelour bar clauses

and resolved "All persons within the unieh‘shall be entitled to

full and equal rights and privileges subjeet enly to the oonditibhsfii

and limitations estaolished by law and applicable alike toall

citizens without dietinction of class, colour.or creed".
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Recognising that the racist minority would ignore Q&r’fieople's

legitimate claims, the.Nat1ve Convention sent_a deputation.to

London to lobby the British. Parliamentfor an amendment of the

draft Const1tut1on in favour .Qf a nennracial franch1se

irrespective of.race, colour or creed. The delegation put a _

responsibil1ty for. the entrenohment of white hegemony on. the

British Parliament theauthor and source of the leg1slat19n.

This ahd other forme of pressure failed. Br1tain was then

committed to unifyingthe Afrikaaners and English wh1tes in a

solid front as a price of appeasement for the violence used V

against the Afrikaaners in the AngloABoeh war and as a means_Q£3.

re1nforc1ng the 1nper1al1st interests. Parliament therefore V :

passed the draft .Aet with its colour bar clauses intact. The only-

achivements of the delegation was the exclusion from the Uniqn:

of the High Commie sion territories of Botswana, Lesotho and

Swaziland. Out of ”this agitation and because of this failure _

emerged 1h 1912 the African National Congress. dedicated to the

struggle for the removal of colour bars and the creation of a

non—racial soeiety open to all South Africans.

Considered in this historical context, and with due regard to

substantive issues we have no hesitation in contending that the

South African Act of Union was essentially Qf the same order '

as the UDI by rebel RhOdesia in 1965. The power that the rebel”

Ian Smith_seized illegally in 1965 was conferred by a British "

Act of Parliament in 1910. In both cases a racist minerity

acquired absolute pOWer over a black majority. Let us not be

taken in by legal suhterfuges or the outward look Qf thlnge.

The substance of our case is that Britain hy force depr1vedueQf

our legitimate rights in 1910. If there._had been at that time in

existence the Organieation of African Unity or the United Nations,

it would have undoubtedly condemned the violence perpetrated

against us by Britain in the same terms as 1? eondemhed the v1olent

perpetrated by the Rhodesian rebels against the African peoplecin

1965.
' .../12

 



   

   

          

  

    
  
 
       

     
   

  
       

      
      
   

8. Forms of stagggle.

The new éituation brought about by the un1f1cetion en 1916’

demanded of 6ur people new forms of struggle. F6r more than

250 years our forefathers had taken up armé aga1nst the White

invaders, but had done so in separate encounters organiSed by

individual chiefdoms or coalitions of chiefdoms. It was n6t

possible durin: th1s Whole per16d to achieve maximum unlty1

based on the growth of national consciousness which would embrace

all ethnic communities, all tribes and 61ans. AS part of the

development of a natienal consc16usness, the Afr16an National .‘»h?,w

Congress proVided thesubJectlvefactor, ut1llzingcommon V I

experien6e and liv1ng conditions 6f common oppression and

identity of suffer1ng to 66mbat narrow tribel1sm and 1n6aioatete

in all sectiofis 6f 6ur people the concept 6f a single nat1on born  to be free and f1ght1ng for emancipation and in its formative *f'

year it resorted t6 constitut16nal means such as deputati6ns,

petitions, dem6nStrat16ns, industr1al actions, anti—pass' ""

campaigns and pretests of all kinds.

The conditions for armed‘struggle 6ame into beifig for three

primary reasons:

(1) The 66m1ng to power in 1948 Of the Afrikaaner ,.u.

Nat1onal Party, the 6reator of Apartheid and the,

most viciousexpenent 6f a tyrannical raeial
$

order. _

(11) The shift 1n the balance of “farms in 62123;
resultihg from the“defeat of 1mperialism and

the abandonment of colonial rule after W6rld

war II marked am6ng 6ther things by the

f6rmation of the OAU, which gavema un16erSal

“shape‘and 1deology to the strivings of African '62

peoples f6r Self—determination, the right to V

'6 se6ede fr6m imperial constellations, and the

' 'aoh‘1eVe‘ment of 'sovere1gn pOWers ‘6f"government.
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(iii) The change in the balance of World forces,

resulting from the defeat Of racism and

fascism in Hitler Germany, all of which

were deeply entrenched'in our own country.

Without the unqualified and generous support

ofi’Afrioa'rthe non-aligned. and socialist

countries, we together with other liberation

movements would not have been able td Obtain

the military training and receive armaments

required for an armed struggle.

These were the underlying structural reasons for the decision

to take up arms. But the immediate occasion was the ban imposed

upon our organisation. That prohibition closed the door to all

possibilities of political action within the structure. If we

as a nation We were to survive, we had no option but to take

up arms against the enemy.

9. South Affiqg's Total Strategy;

The Apartheid regime's white paper on Defence for 1977 was

 

prepared when Botha, the present Prime Minister was the Minister' h

of Defence and therefore flirectly responsible for its policy. The ‘11

White Paper déclared that "South Africa was today involVed in a '

war, whether Wewish to accept it or not". The liberation cf ‘

Mozambique and Angola, EIAPO'S armed struggle in Namibia, the

Soweto uprisings and the unfolding of the armed struggle by

the military wing of the African National Congress (Sduth '

Africa) — all these Constituted a mountihg threat to the

Republic of South Africa. "It was a situation that demanded the

adoption of 'Total National Strategy" in all fields — military,

psychological, technological, diplomatic ideological and
a

cultural. A primary objective is to prevent through Western

diplomatic action, the buildsup of Marxist influence in

neighbouring states. The defence force would be maintained in a .../14
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state of alertness fer the immediate support fif police action"’if"

Within the country and in neighbouring states;“

The Pretoria regime's-QODertion ertot I strategy intolves,gz

an enormous increase: in the expenditure of the armed forces, " ‘

the defence budget, which increased-fourfblé-betweeng1964—65"

trebled in 1974~75 and‘soaredit0”R17OG million in 1917—78. In

1979—80 nearly R2000 million.went to the army. This increased

army spending is one symptom cf the country's militariZation.

It was no accident that Piet "weapons" Botha, the former Minister

of Defence became Prime Minister. Some of the most significant

political statements came from MagnusuMalan, the Armyrfi

Commander in Chief. The military is extending.its grip.on the ‘Ai I

country by placing army men in teaching pOStS'in;SQhOOISTand ‘“"

colleges throughout rural areas and in;Soweto.-The tep of'thefT’

military structure is the State Security Cduncil which includes

politicians, military and police chiefs. ._

Nb section of the population is spared, Bentustah tribal chiefs

are incorporated into the army territorial command. The so—called

"military aid" is being forced on the Bantustans. The Cape core of

Coloureds units have been expanded as part of the permanent force.

Indians _ere being drafted in the South African Indian Gerps._

Ovambo and Kovango battalions have been launched inNamibia.

African soldiers constitute more than 2Q%cf the infantry

services in the operational areas, both_ as combat units and in

nonpoombat roles,but can r_1se no higher than the rank of

sergeant — major. Even the Khoisan, described in official army

publications es_"primitiverBushmen" are called upon to use their- ,

"one great skill? 93 trackers ih.the Caprivi Strip and along the

border with Angola.

ooa/15
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Members of the civilian force and _eommandoes are being used

in combat operations for three months, a time beyond their

compulsory period of service which is two years. The permanent

force is being expanded. They number nearlyone—th1rdof the_ . __

total force. It will increase its codes of Coloureds and Indians

mts and step up the recruiting of Africans. The regime _ :"1

contends that South Africa is in a state of undecIared war andby _

amendments in 1977 of the Defence Act it extended its war t1me

powars to cover existing oond1tions defined eel "operat1ons in .

defence of the republic". The Iegislation increased the period t H

of compulsory National Service from _12 months to2A months, V

authorised the Prime Minister to declare a stateof emergency

arising out of the guerilla_wer.

Inspite of the UNSecur1ty Coune1I arms embargo South Afri_ca

continues to import sophisticated weaponry from Britain, France,qx-

U.S.A., WestGermany,I_sraeI and other western countries and13 I

able to prqduee an atomic beme It has a pilot nucIear plant of h,.

advanced teohnoIogicaI_ design, because of techn1caI aid,machlnesrthv

and material suppiied by'France, F.RC. and the UQSQA.

As widespread bannings and detentions grew, the Un1ted Nations

Security Council adopted e resqution in October 1977 imposing

an embargo on arms saIes to_ Preterie.The Western powers  vetoed

another resolution placing embargo on nuclear and the supply of S _-

civilian goods of potential _miIitary use to SouthAfriea. In HQ

December, the Ceneral Assemblypassed 14 resolutions condemnlng

Apartheid and calling for sweeping miIitary and economic sanctione.

Nevertheless South Afriga has in recent months exploded a nuclear

device.

In terms of the United Nations resolutions and by general _

consensus of the progressive worId, white South Africa stands T"

condemned 'of beingan illegitimate minority ra01stregime whose “
p
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armed forces hamé'grewn into S ménstrous ootbpus Spfeéaihg its

tentacles over the whele of seuthern Africa seeking the

economies to feed itSélf‘,'hobilizing white youth, and now even3“z"fl“'\fl

blacks to risk theiriivéS in the defence of white privilege

and dominat1on; “‘I "

The political mSSk bf Apartheid South African t6tSl strategy

purports tobe a1medSt winning "hearts and minds of the

people", includ1ng the BiackS who as we hSVe Seen are already I:

an important part of the State Harmed and coercive apparatus. '7

Having robbed'Africans of0~ nStural birthright, the r1ght

to national Self-determination and citizenship in their own

ancestral land the regime now seeks to recruit them to fight

in protection of White man's life and property. Since African

Nationalism, the eoneeption bf one, Single; all embraeing nat16n

is diametrically opposed to the Pretoria schemes of perpetual

subordinationofBlacks afi attempt has been made to Substitute

tribal nationa11sm. Africans must not be alloWed to think cf

themselves as Africans, or as Blacks. They-are given an identity

of ethnic communitieS, Xhosasi'TswanaS, Zulus, VhendSS, ShangaanS,

Swazis, Pedis, Sothos, or Coloureds and Indians. This device is

incorporated in the "New TotaINStrategj", under the progected

three-tier pSrliament — Whites, Coloureds and Indians ~ which

applies the familiar divide and rule system. The aim is to split

the Coloured and Indian peoples from the Africans. This is the

essence of Botha's proposal to call the multi—raoial Convention

which is a vSriation of a scheme put up by his predecessor Vorster

in 1977.

In the latest version of this proposal, P.W. Botha said on March

9th. 1980, that the conference would include representatives of all

races. Unlike the earlier proposal, the regime now intend to

include Africans in Shy multi—raoiSl Cbnvention called to d1SeuSS

their position and that of a country as a whole. The reason for?

.../H7
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this decision according to Botha is the victory of President

Mugabe's ZANU(P.F.) in the recent elections and its effects on

SOuth Africa.

Botha has not ohqhged his stubern and unqualified rejection of

democratic solutions. On the contrary, he undertook on March 9th

to maintain White domination. His party he said would "defend

the White man's political rights, culture and his right to

self—determination". One of Botha's predecessors, Hans Strydom

called such a policy, the "policy of baaskap".

This being so, what purpose could be solved by calling the

Bantustan chiefs and other so—called spokesmen of the Black

oppressed majority? The fascist regime in this and all other

matters is interested only to safeguard the interests of its

constituents who are first and foremost the Afrikaans speaking.

Whites and secondly the White minority as a whole. The purpose

of the proposed conference is to involve the Black people in the

total strategy'for the defenée of White minority interests. . h

We the nation of the oppressed, the exploited source of profit

accumulation; the victims'of diScriminatiohrin ghettoes, lepofir

compoundsi slums are being ealled upon to defend the oppressor.‘

We are being called upon to put our stamp of approval on the

policy known as Apartheid which the ihterEEtional comfiunity

condemns as e crime agaihst hfimehity. Ih this case we want to

refer to what NelSOn Mandela hrote in 1953 under the very

appropriate title:‘"The Shifting Sands of Illusion".

Here is what this great patriot.said: "Talk of democratic

and constitutional means (of struggle) can only

have a’basis in reality for those-people who-

enjoy democratic and constitutional rights.

We must.accept the fact that in our.country

we cannot win one single victory of political
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freedom without overcoming a desperate

resistance on the part of the government,

and that victory will not come of itself

but only as a result of a bitter struggle?

by the oppressed people for the overthrow

- of racial disorimihation ................

No organisation whose interests afe jfi

identical with those of the toiling

masses will advocate conciliation to win,

its demands .... The only sure road to.

(the) goal (of freedom) leads through
the uncompromising and determined mass

struggle for the overthrow of fasoism

and the establishment of democratic

forms of government".

 

10. The conStellation of Southern African States.

The multiraoial conference is to be a preparation for a

"Constellation of Southern African States". The regime wants to

link up with "other states" meaning thereby not only Lesotho,

Swaziland, Botswana, Zambia, Mozambique, Angola, Zaire but also

domestic Bantustans, Transkei, Vhenda, Bophuthatswana, Lebowa,

KWa~Zulu.etc. One obvious purpose of such a constellation is to

surround South Africa withrvggqfistates linked to the regime by

military, political and economic ties which will take the place

of old buffer states represented by Mozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe

so long as they were under Portuguese and British onlonial rule.

It is precisely because of their liberation and the liberation of

Botswana, Lesotho, and Swaziland that this multi—raoial oonferenoei

is being put forward. Previous attempts to lure indepefldent states

into the Apartheid trap failed because of the deep seated

resentment of Africans everyWhere to the vicious system of racial

discrimination, national oppression and economic exploitation that
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constitute Apartheid. It is necessary for the regime to

combat and dissipate this resentment while at the Same time it

seeks to hang on to preserve the substancefiof'White power by '

means of bogus multi—racialism and the'SOacalled removal of

pettyhapartheid. These are devices intendeaito‘déceive the wdrld'

at large and Africa in particular into thinking that Apartheid ‘

has been dismantled. Infect a mask is beihg‘fittei to hide its-

true nature from the Whrld. Undoubtedly the removal of certain

types of discrimination and the grant of dertain»kind-of rights

such as the 99 year leases offered to Blacks in Black townships,

the promise of improving facilities for trade, the'harrowing

of the gap in the seieries between Black and White profeseional

men and women such as doctors and teachers are intended to

concilliate the middle elass and win their support. Nevertheless

this middle—olase will not be'satiéfied‘with”any arrangemeht :‘s

which leaves it exposed to arhitrary’detentiohs,'and banning

orders, or prosecution for pelitgeal effences,“0r othei measures

denying them the right to partieibatehih decision making at-all

levels, and at equal terms with the White mihorityh Therefore'

we consider that ho concessions can be worthwhile Or aceeptabler

to our people provided they go'the whole Way of giving us full

political power.

11. Economic 2enetration._

The multi—reeial conference is the political dimension bf’the

so—called constellation strategy of which mueh has been said in

recent years. In the last 30 years the South African ecohbmy has

grown enormously. Secondly it has been dominatefl to an ihereaSing'

extent by big bhsinées. Thirdly multi—national corporations have

increased their share of theif investments in South Afridah"'

Fourthly the extra—ordinary increase in geld price has provided

South Africa with a huge surplus estimated to yielf R1600?

million tn the state in 1979—80.- ' z” " 7
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The econom1c development through_theconcentrat1on of wealthin"I

the hands of the wh1te minority, has resulted 1n massiveij

unemployment amongAfr1oans1 generally'assumed to be of the order

of two m1llion peopTe. Therural areas have become Eééfér and

offer onTy the prospectof permanentunemployment; The aimofthe

racist totaT strategy 18 to expel the unemployed to the ruraT

areas and to settle them in the Bantustans with the cost of {

maintaining themselves and their dependence.

This is the famiTiar result of the colonial monopoTy of weaTth.I

Polarizat1on Iw1th great wealth at one end of the soaTe and - ~w

extreme poverty at the other end. South Africa eontemplates a ,

growth rate of5% 1n the present yearI, a rate which is far beyond :

the capacity of the big capitalist economies. To maintain the 7 I

momentum of economic expansion at that level, South Africa Imust

find an outlet for its surplus capitaT a_nd its Inanufaotured

goods. The constellationI 1s to provide sueh outTet 1n the forij

of a huge common market Idominated by'South Africa's industrial

might and financed by ihternational western agencies wh1ch are

themselves partners 1n the profits of aparthe1d.

12. Political mobilization.

   

The decision to form Umkhonto We Sizwe, the military Wing of. our: “

movement, was a major change of poliey after 50 years of reTianeeI

on politicaT pressure and non—vioTent forms of Struggle. The

decision took into account the neoessity to combine the armed

struggle with all forms of poT1tioal struggles. The Soweto ’

uprising, though one of the most dramatic ep1sodes iin our j .DU“>

confrOntation with the enemy, eerves as a classic example of 7

what we mean by political mohiTization.

The fundamental pr1no1ple of our strategy hasbeen that m111tary

operation should be surbordinate to our poT1tieaT and 1ndustrial

campaigns. In principle the two types of action should go hand

in hand, the one serving the other, but always with the emphasis
;\ n.-
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on political education which would create the'seffiihg for our

armed struggle in a close and continuous interaoiion'Withythe'i“‘7“V

people. -

n: L ..

It is our oom‘banhendeavour to establis'h’intermlv" ba'Ses for 01-11- ' " “

political and military campaigns and o'onsequen‘tly to diminish 3'

dependence on our external allies within‘LPrertOI-iars" proclaimed?

zone or military surveillance. In effeotwthis zone enfofao’es

South African neighbours which share a. common border with one

country. Ire“. ' rpm Lv.’,‘"f" ,i, ‘m
-

It is our mflers‘tandingl‘that the Fron't'line‘S’ta't‘es von*‘their"'om‘1- :35"

account and.asmembers of the OAU ha'Ve nugI‘Dflgingly “accepted

enormous sacrificesinsupportofthe libera‘bion movement

throughout “bhf1s reg1on. Just as MOZambiqueand. Angoia relied. On

the resourcesofFrontline States in therenoan,setheyin turn '3'

have provided. asSig'éance to our'seIVes anii 'to the liberat1onarmies

of Zimbabwe an¢Namibia.Seen in its historicai perspective I ’

therefore, the war against whiteracism has beeh an ongoing

struggle throughout the entire sub-é-C'on‘tinent'.‘ The o'Onflio'l; has

shifted from one country: to another 'and from» one afear to another‘ :i-»;-~.::-

within each country; Inspite of national differéncesfbetween the 1’“

armies of liberation asfalse betWeenthe forces of oppress1on,it

is historically; politically, and strategioally correct tosee;us

all as being engaged. in the single stnlgg‘le against a. common enemy. 3

That enemy is imperialism and its offshoots of colonialism, racism' "

and. fascism.

Therefore fihe struggle-wixl-and must‘continue uriil thé'ehfire”“

sub—con‘binen‘b has béen"l:i‘bers;ted'.uflhis concept is‘in" stfict éco'ord

with the basic prindiples of OAUls policy towards national '

liberation in't‘he .1 sub—koo‘nti'ne'n't .‘ A ‘p‘r’incipie which has *béen" "

repeatedly stéfed 3:111riireSOlutionsVadoptmi' by’i‘the- OAU s‘ino‘é i'bs‘*‘~
hr , ..~__

inception. It is one struggle against-fine dommofi~efiemy‘Who'has’ 11115

dominated. a, great part of our continent. By means of hard. and

'6‘" .00/22
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tenacious fighting 1nvolv1ng1enormous sacriflcee aestruotion 1

of life andproperty, the peoples armies have Stormed and taken w

position of one bastion after another of white supremacy. There

remains one citadel, one fortress inSouth Africa and Namibia.

That is the 1aSt stronghald whiohwe are determlned to occupy

in pursuit Of our historlo missionwhioh 15 to bring ebout the ” 1:LL

complete liberatlon of Afrioa from the last remnants of P 1

...,.;-.A

colonialism, fasoism and raoism. '

Precisely for this reason and the enormous cofieentration of

industrial power capital and arms force in the South African

complex, the final rOUnd of the struggle Will require immense

resources, on our part andfrom all peoples which have deolared

themselves againsttheevil System' of apartheid. International ‘

solidarity forourcause has reached unprecedentedheights, as 11'

can be Seenin the decisibntaken'by the GeneralASsembly of 11”?

the United Nations to recognise SWAPO as the sole legitimate

representative of the people of Namibia. In So doing,the UN

explioigy considers that SWAPO andl the peopie are waging a

legitimate struggie for l1berationaga1nst the racist regime in

Pretoria. That regime is alsoour enemy; There oanbe no

distinction in esSenoe between the liberation war in Namibia and

our liberation war in South Africa. The Same power, the same 1

government, the same oonstellation of forces, thesameillegal 1J"

use ofviolenoe erebeing against us as against the people of

Namibia. 1 1

The enemy is formidable but it is not invincible. There is , _

irrefutable ev1dence that in proportion to advanoes made by our 11111:

political and military campaigns, the enemy is oompelled to i 1 1?

adopt defensiVe strategies whiohare hav1ng the 1mmed1ate effect

of raising enormously the level of fire andooeroive measures.

The enemy seeks to the same extent to sustain the pol1t10al,

uoonemio, social and moral. basis of hisregime. Like any
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wounded beast of prey, the enefiy is vicious and capable of

inflicting injury and destruction on those within his reach. This

is no reason, however, for abandoning the struggle against the

beast of prey, he has to be destroyed if we are to safeguard the

lives and interests of our people and of the people in the

neighbouring states.

Those countries which border South Africa and which have generously

with great cost provided us with shelter and technical aid have a

genuine and honourable claim upon the rest of Africa and the world

at large for assistance. In the inaugural conference of the OAU,

Comrade Ben Bella, then Spokesman for Algeria, told the assembled

delegates that "we must all be prepared to die a little for the

liberation of Africa". He meant in saying these memorable words

that the cause of the people is the cause for the whole Africa and

that geographical distance should not be a reason for shouldering

off ahghare of the responsibility as rest upon the shoulders of

those.beoause of geographical proximity are required to bear

the burden of aiding us in our struggle. An equal sharing of the

burden means that at the very least the financial costs of

erecting sateguards against the racist forces should be shared by

all the members of the OAU.

we have reached the stage where we are able to think in terms of

planning a final assault. This might not come about in the

immediate future. But it will be a continuous campaign ending in

victory. we look forward to a political upheaval of such dimensions

as to overwhelm the enemy and render his massive arsenals of

armaments ineffective against the whole nation.backed by Africa and

international community. we cannot foresee the form that this last

round of conflict will assume. we do know however that we must

strain every nerve, utilize every resource, and employ the maximum

amount of force available to succeed against our enemy which has

enormous wealth and support at the imperialist world. For these
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