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Anti-epaftheid expo touring J apan 2
Art from 34 countries displayed in protest of South Afn’can policy
A nobil e exhibition of art
by artists fromall over the
worl d protesting the apart-
heid policy in South Africa
wi Il be held throughout Japan
on a 500-day tour starting in
i nawa today. . ' ' -
The international art ex-
hibition, called "Apartheid -
Non" with 154 pieces by 81
, artists from34 countries. wll
travel out a 20-ton trailer and
be shown in schools and ot her
places in all parts of the
country. ' 4 '’
“I would like children to see
the artworks by internationa
artists and think about the ra-
cial discrimnation expressed
in them" says Fram Kitaga-
wa, head of Ithe pyoject com 'f
nmttee in Japan.
The exhi bition has al ready
been held in museuns in 12
countries, starting with Paris
2 in 1983. with the support of
? UNESCO (the United Nations
; Edueational. Scientific and
i Cultural Organization).
1 However, this .is the first
time a nobile gallery will be
used for the exhibition. with
the exhibits displayed inside at
specially designed trailer
The art pieces include 101
pai nti ngs and 11 scul ptures by
Robert Rausehenberg of the
United States and Anton
Tapi es of Spain
Aboard the trailer there wll
be a bright red balloon 11
i meters in dianeter. ’
The bal |l oon, an artwork it-
self, will glowin the sky at
night with its built-in Iighting
system '’
After stopping in eight
pl aces in Cki nawa Prefec-
ture, including Naha and I shi-
gaki Island, the trailer will go
to Hokkai do. at the other end
of the country, and stop at 11
pl aces there. i
The exhibition will then be
i held in other parts of the coun-
try and is expected to open in
THE TRAI LER "Jull a Pempem " sporting a giant red balloon
on Its root. | eaves Tokyo Saturday |or Okl nawa carrying 101
pai ntl ngs and 11 scul ptures nade by artists Irom 34 countries
In protest of the South Alrlcan government’s apartheld poli -
cies. The trailer exhlblt wil| be on display In 200 cltles natl on-
wi de over the next 500 days. ’
Tokyo in Decenmber next
year.



The project group in Japan
has set up offices in each area
to gather supporters, who at
present nunber severa
thousand. The group will con-
tinue to call for support for
the project so as to lorma
joint anti-apartheid nove-
ment in Japan. _
Al ter Japan. the art exhibi-
tion will continue to be held in
ot her countries 01' the world
until the day that the apart-
hei d gb’ vernment in South
Africa is abolished, group
menbers say. On that day,
the works of art will be given
to a nuseumin South Africa
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Japanese help fight; apartheid

By STEWART WACI | S

KYOTO .- Stepping into the

Kyoto conference room | had

smugly figured that only a

handf ul of fringe Japanese

radi cal s woul d take time out

to organize an art event pro-

testing racismin far-away

South Africa. After all, Japa-

nese enj oy uhonorary white"

status under the | aws of apar-

theid. their country is South

Africa’ s top tradi ng partner

and Japan’s anti-apartheid

policy is nerely cosnetic.

What | say surprised ne.

Here were scores of business

peopl e, educators, artists and

wor ki ng fol k gathered to plzm

i 1 local showi ngof the Apart-

hei d- Non I nternational Art

Festival in their city in No-

venber _ taking notes,

squinting at slides and talking

ani mat edl y.

This particular neeting

took place in Kyoto, but sup-

porters around the nation are

al so planning their own |oca

presentations of the trpveling

"art exhibit, which has already |,

reached dozens of towns and
t housands of spectators in
i nawa, Hokkai do, Niigata, °’
and even Sado Islaiid. ’

An el oquent collection of

nore than 150 wor ks of nod-
ern art donated by 81 | eading
artists from 34 countries,
Apurtheid-Non is a rich m x-
ture of paintings, sculptures,
ohot ogr aphs and posters.

t one directly treating

it oppression and racism others
alluding to the evil, sonme lully
abstract.

The variety and quality of
the art is extraordinary.
Ameri cans Robert |iausehen-
berg, Donald Judd. Robert

Mot herwel | . Sol LeWtt, C aes
A denburg, Roy Lichtenstein ,
and Jack Youngerman ap- -

pear alongside lItalyls Al berto
Burri, the Franco-American
Arman. England’ s Richard
Ham | ton, Spainls Anton
Tapics. Chile's Roberto Mat-
ta, Mozanbique’s Val ente’
Ngwent ya Mal angat ana and
Japan’ s Yussc Tabuchi. Sev-
eral fine Eastern European
and African artists make
their Japanese debuts.

The idea of pitting socially
consci ous art against the anti-
humani sm of apartheid origi-
nated in 1981 when Spani sh
artistsAntoni o Saura founded



World Artists Agai nst Apart-
hei d. The group mounted a
maj or exhibition in Pa: is in
11983, then forned The Cul tur-
o1 2;; ,al Foundation Agai nst Apart-
" if heid.- with the ,cooperation: ,ot
3 WINESCanndZt he , U. N, ; 1; Spe, -
vci gl aQonmi tt eenAgai n’ st |
X Apartheidtol’”send ,themrt ’and’
AL
, X5 .
"itsg-nmessjage’ ;to;;wigler. audi-W
Jenees "a round :thqg ,wqud;5: The _
;' e6lleetion’ trayeled to el0, e’ ount-_:
tries in ;Etirope and. North and
:tSout h Aneri caybet ore’ eqm ng
i P"toanaln .inl _. 1une.33f. A-:.1 m:- 4
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" PARTHEI D," 1982. by Val ente Ngwentya Mal angat ana, an
"Rl - MEMORI E. " 1962, by Concelto Pozzati, Italy. Acrylic and
col  age on canvas. 73 x 104 cm
thmmgh art
once peeple have held this ex-
hibition they tend to continue
in political and social activis
ties." The Kyoto conmittee
includes witers Ilirosh
Norma and Wahei Tatenut su
and poet Makoto Ooka.
To store and transport the
many artwor ks throughout
Japan, a special truck has
been built. Its design reduces
froma few days to a few
hours the time needed inr
packi ng; and unpacking the
art. making it possible to :n - -
rive at: a site in the norning
and open the exhibition en the
same. (lay. Wile the showis
hel d a huge red balloon rises
atop the truck, il huninuted
frominside, drawing attem
tion to the site. HThis is a.
heavy event," says Fram
Ki tngawa, "but we’'re trying
to produce it in alight spirit."”
"I'n one way," Kitagawa
adds, two can say Japanese
peopl e don't feel this exhibit
refl ects on our own society so
deeply. Perhaps that’'s why
some people can join the
event so easily, alnmost witlr
_.out thinking. But | for one
artist from Mozanbi que. O | on canvas, 123 x 102 cm
certs, lectures or related
events. Very small villages
" display only a portion 01 the
collection for lack of space.
Aimng to get the showin
front 01 as nmany schhol ehil -
dren as possible, nationa
coordinators ltei Maeda in
Kyot o and Fram Ki t ngawn in
Tokyo are providing; overal
gzui dnnce. but the project,
| hey explain, is run on a "sla-



tion system" rather than n

pyrmid 01" authority.

"A chain has devel oped, "

Mnhedn says, "in which the

peopl e from one town pass

along their expertise to those

in the next. Bonds are |or-

m ne, and we’'re finding that

want to nake a relationship

bet ween peopl e and this prob-

lem Ilmecritical of the

et hnocentri sm 01 nuny’ Jii pu-

nese. and | hope that people’s
"involvenent in this kind of

project can help them under-

stand nore deeply the people

in other countries. Then, too;

we in Japan live with the

nyth of one race. But when

Apurt hei d- Non was shown in

Hokkai do. many Ainu canme to -

see it. 1 hope people will start”

t hi nki ng about this."

Apartheid-Non will trave

t hrough Japan for a total of

500 days, closing in Tokyo at -

the end 01 next year. Invita-

_tions are still being accepted

fromlocal groups interested

" in holding the exhibit. The

first bigseity showing is slated

for Kyuto's Minicipal Art

Museum i n Sakyo- ku. opening 1

Tuesday. Nov. 15 and running

t hrough Sunday. Nov. 20. For

information, or to offer help.4

call the Kyoto organizers

ol'l"ice at. (075) 343-3844 or the

Tokyo oiliee at ((13) 461-3947.
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