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Vigilantes
re-group
for last
Boer war

111;{ THE 100;1 lmrsegt: lar;u in
the Q ree o m
town of R’Hlknm. twy blac
oungstera snugele discreetly
ehind a concrete sewerage
pipe, bundled In cardigans
ﬂ;::lt the cold South African
uddenly, they are caught in
the glare of a spotlight trained
oh them by members of Blanke
Velligheld (BV), the local Alrl-
kaner vigllante group whose
name translates as “white
gecurity”, '

They flee in pani¢ across the
veld, pursued by the menacing
figure of Mr Hennie 8tayn, who
spends many of his evenings
ke this = chasing blacks oy
of town,

Furious at polltical reforms
which have included unban-
ning the African National Con-

o0 (ANC), and terrifled for
helr’future under majority
rule, the khakj<clad members
of BV gay they are ready to
shed blood to prevent black
radicals taking power. -

The BY - which operates
only in Welkom, & conservative
community 200 miles south of
Johannesburg - lg an extreme
example of the right.wing
white backlash which seems to
be bullding up sagainst the new
South Africa.

But other freelance groups
could follow the BV's lead.
According {0 Mr Eugene Terre-
Blanche, leader of the ultra-
right psramilitary group, the
ikaner Weerstandsbeweging
(AWB), armed “Bosre comman.
dos” have alréady been formed
in every town in South Africa
to fight those “who try with
violencs to remove the freedom
of the volk (Afrikener peoi:lu{'.

The commandos will be
organised according to the ;mil-
itary systemi of the ‘old Boer
"republics, says Mr Robert van
Tonder, leader of the Afrika-
ner-separatist Boerestaat
Party.
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LOUL el Lepiegont ¢ 2 e
lunatic fringe of white socicty,

and thelr clalms arc ¢ertain]y

exaggerated, But aeven the
much larger Conservative
Party — which won 31 per cent
of the vote in general elections
last September and may have
added gseveral percenfuge
fointl since then ~ has conels-
ently defended the right of
whites to act in “self-defence".
Protoria ls clearly concerned
at the threat of white violence,
Earlier this week, Mr Adrlaan
Viok, the Minister of Law and
Order, warned in parliament of
“blooci in the streets” if armed
vigllantes got out of hand. And
the theft lnst week of a large
guantity of arms from Air
orce headquarters {n Pretoria
has rajsed fears of armed white -
résistance. '
Two of the men being sought
In connection with the theft
are former policemen, high.

lighting concerns that the
securlly forces - many of
whose members are politically
conservative - might condons
or even Join vigilante groupa.

Both black and white resi-

dents of Welkom say that the
declsion on Pebruary 2 to legal-
ige the ANC and the releage «
weck later of ANC doputy pres.
ident Mr Nelson Mandela has

led to confliot In the town and
on the mines.

Last month, & black muner

was beuten to death by white
vigilantes with s,{gmbok:
W

ps), and the local organ-
sor of the (black) Naffosnal

Unlon of Minework
Mr uif‘rant:‘e lewor b S

onl, says there

have been at least 20 other

boatings In recent weeks, Local
police say that applications for
gun registrations rose from 61
in January to 040 last month.

Local gun shops have sold out.

The BV leader, Mr Hennie :

Muller, who runs a panel-beat. '
}zﬁu workehop In ths local

strial ared, denies that his

group had done anyth ‘
1 gdrM o e

uller, who carries &
7 magnum pistol in & holster

at his walst, admite that BY
%e:t‘ btsgﬂhawn't ulfed
agsaulted an
blacke in an improper or mhu’:
man way,” he insists. ‘

have used gfamboks:

He uses the ANC's commit.

ment to armed strugele as {us-
tifjcation for the agtglvltlaaj of

the BV - which include ¢lear-
ing the atrests of blacks waery

ight from 6pm to 7am, and
otin '

E 88 a

d of Nelghbour

h
hood Watch in white areas.

Mr Muller claims the BV's

battle i» with radicals, and pot
with blacks as such, The da?p

alme to form an alllance

between whit d .
tive blacks, h:ql .

seys, clting his .
admiration for z;n’: f Man-
gosuthu Buthelezi, o 5

“T would be ha {0
under him.” But hgr?o’o oo

essary t0 add that he has =

roblem with |
fwlmmln S ating

evar smelled a black?” |

18 {t neo:

ools: “Have you .




