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beauty 
‘HE pottery made by { 5 Was not only functional, some of it \ 

"30 Seems to have hada symbolic, even » 

eae 
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  Story by Davia Robbins 

ssligious, significance,” Dr T _ Natal’s First Potters, an exhibition 

said, 

\ 
Thad asked him about the remains ofa \Iron Age black farmers, Opened at 

clay representation, highly Stylised, of a the Jack Heath Gallery this week. It 

human head which Was recently dug up \ runs until May 30, 

at one of the Scores of Iron Age sites in fae, 

— 

Natal/KwaZulu, Mm 
“Were they farmers, rather than Stone Age \hunter gatherers, even then?” J] 

asked, 
; d Dr Maggs nodded/“We call them agro- 

to the famous heads found in the early Pasturalists. They Aived in large settled Villages,\and their economy was based on 
planting and reaping and the Possession 
of livestogk.” —/ ‘How do\ ouknow?” 

im Maggs 

tery, ifthe heads had todo with some re]j- 

e 1 

“Look at this map. These are the known 

10US ritual, 
: 

Tron Age Settlements in Natal and Kwa- | 

“We don't know for certain,” he re Zulu. C € excavated Several of them; par- ticularly valuable to US are the refuse | 
Pits which have Preserved remains jn 
very good Cohdition, We learn, from 
bones and carbonised plant remains, the | 
nature’ of their\ diet. And something of | 
how they lived. A lot of the pots you see | 
ere’ were used \for the Preparation of i 

t food, and for grain Storage. We have also | 
found, by a Process known as flotation, 

beautiful exhibition. Yet Coupled to the seeds they Planted,” 
; | 

In one glass Case, I saw a rusted piece 
‘of metal, and a strange clay object inthe ! 

S / shape ofa tube with g disten »/ “Whatare they?” 
“The metal js a hoe, implement of the Iron Age. Th ject is a bellows nozzle, either for a TOY ne 

lied. “But they definitely Served some Osmologica] function,” asked what Cosmological] meant, “It's how a community berceives itself relation to the universe, both the phy- cal universe and the Spiritual,” 

tN 

“Lack oath 

  

      

Gatley: ere] 

er keee ee Ole! ol olla gig) gg ttc 

Bg) TSAO Re gM ale ie C0 ' 

Ra: SRO RR BION's)Tehs o- gr eae 

pines © t 208 Parag eg eins oh, 

Ems Tesi’ Tes) seetammce ae 

ye Beane 808 oe 

Me See Aes O06 0 oS ig ig 

ote’ 10° 896 Shisha e 88 ee xg 

Ne eR es oe 

ee a er ea a aes 

ea ERT 68 ol eaems brrgce glo 

PIT Sel Se 6 et 

1 DS a eee eet ee: 

| MEE SHENS ere ty eile ceraeeee 

* egitciet ue CU meeen tee ome. 

Peat MO 0 igang ge 

eoeecee


