THE MEETI NG 01: THE PORT
OW TTEE HELD ON MONDAY
GXI LI SHE , MANGCOTYWA , MSUTHU , LINDA , BEJA
LAMANI , DOKASI , TSOTSOBE , KONDILE , VIKA
MIOBA , RUNELI , ADAMS , DU KER , PRI NSLOO
APOLOJ ES : No apol ogi es except from M BAMBEN who
del agated Cde Beja to represent him
Bef ore the meeting could proceed the status and the
constution Of the conmttee was clarified . It was further
agreed that AZAPO woul d al so be wel coned to be part of the
conmitte when it has finally decided to , as it was agreed
upon by the BROAD FORUM
The agenda of the neeting was formulated by clearly outlining
the objectives of the meeting and in the process identifying
the crucial elenments of the boycott which needed the
i medi ate attention of the committee . It was agreed that the
pur pose of the neeting should be to devel op and concretise
the recomendati ons which were made to the conmittee by the
broad forum of the ( 04-09-1991 ) . Consequently the agenda
whi ch was agreed upon was as foll ows
Concretisation of the proposed demands for the Consumer
Boycott
Co - ordination of the Boycott
Time - frame (duration ) and the tinming of the Boycott
Conmruni cati on system
GENERAL
REPORT
The view was expressed to the fact that the proposed demands
shoul d be reformul ated and to be structured for purposes of
clarity and conprehensibility . Central to this exercise
was an attenpt to adress the followi ng areas
- to redefine the objectives of the bojfottidld-
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- to establish a comon understandi ng of who should be the

t ar get

There was a general agreenent that the central objective of
the boycott is to put on record our unqualified condemmation
and' rejection of VAT as an expression of taxation w thout
representation and al so to highlight other |Iocal and
political demands . Flowing fromthis , was an agreenent that
the white businessnen both because of their political and
econom cal position could be in a poSition to exert pressure
on the apartheid regine to rescind this act . However, it was
noted that it would be.illusionary to expect the white

busi nessnen as traditional supporters of the apartheid rule
to realise this obligation w thout any form of pressure on
themto act likewise . Through this formof action the
objective would be to draw the attention of the business
conmunity to the mseries and hardshi ps whi ch VAT woul d
definately cause to the disadvantaged comunities

In the sane context , a debate ensued on whether the sane
attitude shoul d be adopted towards the Northern Areas

busi nesses in keeping with the decision of the BROAD FORUM
MEETING . After a lengthy debate a principle was established
to the fact that it would not be politically justifiable to
direct the same action. agai nst theseuecounnnities but rather
we should opt for ausel ective approach which will be directed
towards those who are part of the Tricaneral Parliament

The sane view was al so expressed and endorsed with regard to
busi nesses of the Bl ack Local Authority personnel in |line
with our denand for the resignation of the dummy. bodies
There was a general feeling that the structures in the
Northern Areas should be able to guide us on the form which
the boycott should assume in that Area .

A question of concern was also raised with respect to our
Cdes in the white conmunity , as to how will they survive
under the Consuner Boycott . The general feeling was that
this concern should be raised with them

On the question of the tinme-frane-of the boycott , there were
basically two well notivated views which were put forward,

a week-long boycott and a monthly reviewal boycott . After a
debate the latter ( nonthly reviewal boycott ) energed as a
popul ar position . On the timng of the boycott, there was a
general consesus that the boycott should be effected after
the pensioners have al so had the opportunity to prepare
thensel ves for the boycott . The suggested date is the

14th of OCTOBER to the 14th NOVEMBER;

On the question of Co-ordination and nonitoring there was a
general agreenment that the-structures of the ANC and ot her
organi sations should assune th Lfgllgrespcnsibility of
nonitoring the boycott with t "Imliitt i layin3.a centra
role in tern: of co-o:dinat
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allowed to play a role in this regard

It was al so agreed that we shoul d devel op a code of

noni toring which will enphasize the need for persuasion and
education and discourage intimdation and vi ol ence on those
-who will be breaking the boycott. It was further suggested
that we should al so appoint two people who will play a _
central role in terns of co-ordination and conveni ng of
conmittee neetings.

Mzi masi Mangcot ywa was suggested as the spokesperson of the
Conmittee and Bongani Gxilishe as the Secretary. These
peopl e were al so assigned with the task of identifying a
central venue for day to day workings of the committee. For
the purposes of communi cation and di ssem nati on of

i nformation, the foll ow ng suggestions were nade:

- Maximumutilisation of our structures

- Medi a
- Rallies
- Leafl ets.

It was agreed to convene a BROAD FORUM MEETI NG on Monday t he
18 SEPTEMBER t o di scuss anongst ot her things the nechani sns
to ensure control of prices in the townships as a form of
protecting consuners agai nst exploitation by black

busi nessnen .

The- question of punctuality was enphasised for all the
neetings of the conmmittee



