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TABILITY, apart from a few isolated ex-
ceptions, was the feature of the first quar-
ter at black schools in South Africa in
1987, according to the Department of Educa-

tion and Training.

The schools “broke up™ for the Easter Holidays

on Friday.

Spokesman Mr Peter Mundell said: “If the de-
partment presses ahead with its initiatives and pro-
jects, if parents continue to play an ever-increasing
role, and if pupils find the whole process meaningful
and beneficial we should build up on the good work

and things will improve.™

This year pupils brought an end to two years of

boycotts, - class dis-
ruptions and con-
frontations with the
security forces when
they responded to
calls from a number
of organisations = to
return to schools.

Demands |

However, some of the
key figures in getting pu-
pils to return, including
newspaper editor Mr
‘Zwelakhe Sisulu, Mr
Vusi Khanyile and the
Rev Molefe Tsele, are
still detained under the
emeérgency regulations.

And, some of the pu-
pils’ demands — the
withdrawal of troops
from the townships. an
end toovercrowding
and the shortage of text-
books at schools. unban-
ning ‘the Congress of
South African Students.
the release of detained
pupils, the lifting of the
state of emergency and
the re-instatement of
dismissed and trans-
ferred teachers — have
not been addressed.

Mr Mundell said:
“We are not prepared to
comment on public ap-
peals for pupils to return
to school. Our research
has shown a sense of
realism has returned.
There has been a very
fundamental change in
attitudes.

“Parents are playing a
more prominent role
and there is a strong
feeling in the com-
munity that schools
must play a bigger part.
Pupils, too. have rea-

All quiet.

Dr KENNETH Harts-
horne. .. no comment.

lised that they have
nothing to show after
two years of boycotts
and have returned to
school.™

Pupils
BRI

vears of
boycotts

and June 16 — is still to
come. I prefer to hold
my comments until [ am
sure about the whole
scenario.”

Future

Mr Leepile Tau-
nyane, president of the
Transvaal United Afri-
can Teachers Associa-
tion (Tuata), said: “Our
education system has
suffered severe disrup-
tion for more than two
years and we have
already lost thousands
of youngsters who will
never get the schooling
they need.

“Teachers, parents
and community leaders
must do everything in
their power to get the
schools humming again.
We owe it to our child-
ren and their future.”

On the surface, Mr
Mundell’s words are re-
assuring.

But few, ifany, of the
pupil demands have
been met, a factor which
still riles a significant
number of them.

June 16

The Soweto Students
Congress is to meet soon
to analyse the situation.

Dr Kenneth Harts-
horne, consultant to the
Centre for Continuing
Education at the Uni-
versity of the Witwaters-
rand, preferred to with-
hold any comments until
the next academic quar-
ter.

“I am not sure how
long this situation is
going to hold,” he said.
“The second quarter -
which includes May Day

Mr LEEPILE Taunyane |
... ‘owechildren.”
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Soviets.
think
ANC must

change, :;’,\
§

says chief

Daily News %\ \
Reporter

ULUNDI: There was a
growing realisation in
Soviet thinking that the
ANC mission in exile
must mend its ways or
perish, the Kwazulu
Chief Minister, Chief
Mangosuthu Buthelezi,
said here yesterday.

In his pélicy speech to
the fifth session of the
fourth KwaZulu Legisla-
tive Assembly, Chief Bu-
thelezi said the euphoric
assumption that the
South African Govern-
ment was on the run
from the ANC was be- |
ginning to dissipate.

“The euphoria is now
beginning to dissipate
and the people will soon
begin counting because
of so much violent suf-
fering for so little gain,”
he said.”

Quoting extensively
from a“report from a
corresponding member
of the USSR Academy of
Sciences, Mr Gleb Staru-
shenko, to the second So-
viet African Conference
last year, Chief Buthelezi
said the ANC’s symbolic
presence in South Africa
in the UDF and COSATU,
was threatened by the
lack of any real control
by the leadership of
these organisations.

He said he could send
and withdraw forces, but
the ANC leadership had
to run behind the forces
waving banners and
claiming that the forces
were theirs.

He said the UDF had
a “severe problem” in
making the country un-
governable.

If its leaderships had
problems directing its
affiliate organisations, it
met insurmountable ob-
stacles in directing and
controlling the forces of
violence it encouraged
on street corners.

“Here they ride on the
back of black anger and
black frustration. They
run behind this anger
and frustrations, waving
their UDF flags and then
jump in front of the
mobs to raise their UDF
platforms,” he said.
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ULUNDI —  The
growth of the ANC’s
internal support in

severely hampered by
an in ing Black re-
alisation that there
would have to be nego-
tiation with the gov-
ernment, Chief Mang-
osuthu Buthelezi said
here yesterday.

Another impediment to
the organisation was the
evidence of implied sup-
port for this negotiating
concept from important
policy shapers in the
Soviet Union, he told the
KwaZulu Legislative As-
sembly.

Continuing his policy
speech, the Chief Minis-

ter quoted further from a’

report to*a recent Mos-
cow conference on
Soviet-African relations
by Mr Gleb Starushenko,
a top analyst with the
USSR’s Academy of Sci-
ences.

Talking about change
in South Africa, Mr Sta-
rushenko had spoken
about the need to pro-

mote good relations and

to eliminate mistrust be-
tween the country’s vari-
ous communities. This
was a warning to the
ANC (which rejects nego-
tiation and is committed
to violent revolution) that
it would have to change
its whole approach.

The Soviet analyst had
added: “The new state

nqghtalsobeamutaryh

Internal support for
“+— Buthelezi

his report — suggested

Soviet endorsement of
which are
alien to the ANC”.

Mr Starushenko would
not be speaking like this
were there no prospect of
him being heard in the
ANC. The ANC’s lead-

was being chal-

ership
- lenged. It had to be chal-

lenged from within, and
the top Soviet analyst was
throwing his weight be-
hind the challenge
“There is a growing

ANC fadlng

perception amongst Black
South Africans that
must negotiate and, sh
of bringing about change
through a bloody and vi-
olent revolution, we have
to negotiate with the
South African Govern-
ment.

“It is this perception,”
Chief Buthelezi said,
“which hampers the
ANC’s endeavours to
proselytise amongst other

‘Black organisations.”







Soweto residents are anxious for an

end to the rents impasse.

In a survey conducted by The
Star last week residents said they
were worried about the accumula-
tion of debts and wished the auth-
orities and community organisa-
tions would resolve the issue by
treating the residents’ demands as a
matter of utmost urgency.

There are about 75000 houses in
Soweto, of which about 35000 are
privately owned, meaning that the
Soweto Council collects rent from
40 000 houses.

Residents have not been paying
rent since June last year. Their de-

mands include the removal of sol-

diers from the townships, the resig-
nation of all councillors, the unban-
ning of “people’s” organisations, the
release of detainees and political
prisoners and the lifting of the
emergency decrees.

None of the residents interviewed
wanted to be named.

The only avenue

A Zondi man said he felt the non-
payment of rent and service
charges was the only and last
means of protest available.

“We know that through our pay-
ments, the council is able to run the
township properly. Also they know
that it is hard for them to survive
without our payments. Why is it
then difficult for them to address
our demands,?” he asked.,

He said it was not true that resi-
dents were making
mands -because “politics determine
the conditions in Soweto“.

Many residents interviewed felt
the Soweto Council was not repre-
senting them because its members
“were not popularly elected”.

“They should resign en masse,”
said a Pimville resident.

A Mofolo resident said he wanted
to pay rent but was afraid of being
assaulted by the “comrades” and of

plitical de-

Mounting debté

orry

Soweto householders

The rents boycott is now 10 months old, but residents
want an end to the deadlock, a survey by The Star
has disclosed. Rich Mkhondo reports.

being taken to the street committee.

“I think our message has been
heard. The more we refuse paying,
the more we will owe the council.
Even if the court action to halt evic-
tions goes in our favour, we still
have thousands of rands to pay,” he
said.

A Dube resident, whose electrici-
ty supply has been suspended, con-
demned the evictions of some resi-
dents, saying this action aggravated
the problems rather than solving
them.

“We all belong here — our chil-
dren, our grandchildren are here to
stay — so why not negotiate with us
instead of carrying out evictions?”
she asked.

Residents of some areas in Sowe-
to are complaining of the irregular
disposal of household rubbish and
the frequent waterpipe bursts which
they say are health hazards.

They say they are bexang forced to
live under unhyglemc conditions.

The council is said to be on the
‘“verge of bankrupcy” by some
sources within the council.

The Town Clerk, Mr Nico Malan,
said although the council was run-
ning at a loss, it was not bankrupt.

Last month, Mr Malan said, the
council had budgeted for a deficit of
R26 million on a budget of almost
R156 million. Income was almost

Nico Malan . .. “improvement of
50 percent in rent payment’’.

R130 million.

“The figures are alarming, but
they are not critical because nor-
mally during the course of the year
we are able to effect savings on ex-
penditure,” he said.

“At the moment, our debtors out-

number our creditors. The people
still owe us some money and once
they pay, our problems will be
over.”
Mr Malan said the payment of rent
had improved by 50 percent. The
council was now collecting R3 mil-
lion a month instead of the normal
R7 million.

Responding to The Star survey,
Mr Malan said the council was look-
ing at all reasonable ways of con-
vincing residents to pay their debts.

He suggested various options for
residents who feared to visit the
rent offices. ;

@® House owners can post cheques
made payable to the director of
housing.

@ They can also make their pay-
ments at the council’s city offices at
80 Albert Street.

@ Soweto residents working for
one company can make arrange-
ments with their employers to de-
duct rentals from their salaries and
wages and pay them in bulk to the
council.

@ House owners can pay rent
through stop orders.

The chairman of the constitution-
al committee of the Transvaal Pro-
vincial Administration, Mr John
Griffiths, last week warned that
drastic action would be taken
against rent defaulters who owe
township councils more than
R160 million.

(A paragraph has been omitted
from this report to comply with the
emergency regulations).







By Neil Lurssen, The Star Bureau

WASHINGTON — Soviet and Cuban advisers have failed to

develop Angola’s armed forces to the stage where they can

operate without outside help, says a new Pentagon report.
And Soviet-led efforts to foster rivalries between factions in the

Unita rebel movement have unsuccessful, the report states.

The report, dn annual survey of the Soviet Union’s military
strength and its worldwide deployment of power, is to be released
;aeter today by the US Secretary of Defence, Mr Caspar Wein-

rger. : : \

A section dealing with Sub-Saharan Africa says the Soviet
Union’s involvement in the region remained high in 1986, with sup-
port for Angola continuing to be a riority.

But, it adds, Moscow’s support for counter-insurgency efforts in
Southern Africa were not as “salient” in 1986 as they were-in 1985
— especially in Mozambique. -

In Angola, it says, the MPLA regime’s counter-insurgency strate-
© gy has similar characteristics to the Soviets’ war against Mujahi-

deen rebels in Afghanistan. )

Local militias and a network of informers have been enlisted to
expand government control and forced resettlement is used to con-
trol the population and to deny support to the insurgents.

HIP-H helicopters, SA-3 and SA-8 surface-to-air missiles, numerous

But Unita has expanded its operations into all provinces and,
unlike the Afghan insurgent groups, has proved to be fairly cohe-
sive, the report says. . ok SHR

Angolan Government forces have had little success against
Unita, it states. : A ;

“They have focused on securing the few cities, towns, and indus
tries such as oil and diamonds. i : K

“Their campaigns have mostly been large, slow-moving sweeps
during the dry seasion aimed at destroyying Unita bases. righindy

The report says that, in 1986, the Soviets sent additional Flogger
(high-speed, swing-wing fighter aircraft) to Angola, along with

tanks, artillery pieces and armoured vehicles.

But the Angolan armed forces have not been developed to a state
in which they could be dependable and effective enough to permit
withdrawal of the Cuban forces which are now propping up the
unpopular regime, the report states. :

The report makes no mention of covert US military support for
Unita. It comes at a time when conservatives in the US Congress
from both major political parties have launched a scheme to stop
all imports from Angola until all Cuban troops there are expelled.

The main target of the measure is Angola’s oil production which
provides 90 percent of its foreign earnings. J




through negotiation, not mere consultation, says the chairman of
African Explosives and Chemical Industries (AECI), Mr Gavin
~ Relly, in his annual report which was released last night.
 Members of the business community had a particular responsi-
* bility to lead the way towards a society based on a responsible free
~ choice by setting the example within their organisations, Mr Relly
stressed. - ¢ 8
AECI’s results for last year were a substantial improvement

' jover those for 1985 despite “the high degree of political uncertainty
- t_pmt prevailed”.

or change through negotiation

President’s opening address to Parliament, particularly the em-
phasis he placed on the importance of the rights and freedoms of
individual South Africans.

“At the time I construed this as a significant and laudable step

-away from the excessive concern for group rights which has bedev- -

illed this country for so long. ;

“Regrettably the positive stance in evidence at that time under-
went serious reversals during the ensuing 12 months. The crescen-
do of official and media commentary and condemnation overseas
obviously raised and encouraged expectations that radical change,
if not revolution, was just around the corner,” he said.

“The assumption by the Eminent Persons’ Group that the future
of South Africa involved only a bilateral trade-off between the
Government and the ANC, and the Government’s own response to

~ “A year ago I commented favourably on the contents of the State

The Star Tuesday_Mor-cHTZA‘ 1987 g

o :
“without delay’

“without
~without delay

this illusion in attacking ANC bases in neighbouring States, were

all washed over by the wave of unrest and the consequent state of

emergency and media restrictions.”

He said there was no doubt that some real improvements were
brought about in South African society in 1986 but the Govern-

ment withdrew from its piecemeal process of dismantling apart- -
heid so it could regroup its strategy.

On the forthcoming elections, Mr Relly said: “Irrespective of
what this election will achieve, it has certainly highlighted a grow-
ing dissatisfaction among the white electorate with the pace and
content of change and I believe this will have a profoundly benefi-
cial influence on the development of a negotiating process and the
mind changes which must go with it.” : N

Mr Gavin Relly . .. w .
ness com"“"‘i" h“ c'h. bu.l-

sibility o lead. ;"’




ABANE — Hundreds
of Swazi maidens are
sharpening 60 cm ma- |
chetes in preparation for |
their welcome to Brit-
ain’s Prince Charles here |.
next weekend.

;l,‘he girls, known as tin-
gabisa (virgins) and aged
from 11 to 15, have been
practising their tradition-
al dancing all week.

Each of the girls will
carry one of the shiny, le-
thal knives.

- The weapons are large-
1y symbolic, but do have
a sound practical basis,
‘Tingabisa wear nothing
during the dance but
skimpy colourful aprons.
This makes them vulner-
able and the girls carry
the machetes, by custom, ,
to protect themselves
from forbidden advances,

This display will be
only part of the hectic
pProgramme being lined

-up for the Prince’s visit.
A source at the High

Commission in Mbabane
said: “His feet won’t
touch the ground.”

The Prince will arrive
about 5 pm on Friday and
that evening attend a din-
ner at Waterford Kamh-
laba College, just outside
Mbabane.

The prime reason for
his visit is to see the col-
lege, the only one of the
seven-member United
World Colleges group
which he has not yet vi-
sited.

The group is celebrat-
ing its 25th Anniversary
this month.

MULTIRACIAL

Prince Charles is its
_president. ;
Pupils come from- Na-
mibia to Ethiopia within
Africa and from many
other countries outside
the continent,
. It was one of the first
X Q&dlﬁi'a‘ﬁa"}"tftilhgﬁs“fn -
~the Southern African re- ‘
- gion when it was set upinf-
the mid-1960s.

-

Lunch on Saturday will
be taken with officials of
the Commonwealth De-
ivelopment Corporation
j ), Which moved its

Southern African head-
- quarters here about four

years ago from South
Africa.
_ Prince Charles is a
director of CDC, which
has strong commitments
in three of Swaziland’s
main foreign currency
earners — sugar, forestry
and citrus fruits.

On Saturday afternoon
he will watch displays by
various cultural groups
— including the armed |
tingabisa — at the Somh-|
lolo National Stadium in
the company of the young
King Mswati, who ‘came

., to his throne last April at

2
v

- the age of about 19,

On Saturday evening
“he will attend a banquet,
probably at the royal
Swazi Spa, and probably
to be hosted by King
Mswati. However Swazi
protocol officials have is-
sued no details yet.

ALL SAINTS

_ On Sunday morning the
Prince will attend morn
ing service at All Saints’s
Anglican Church in Mba-
bane, after which he will
attend a reception at the
residence of the British

igh Commissioner, Mr|.

Martin Reith.

Invitations to this func-
tion have been restricted
to about 300 British citi-
zens resident in Swazi-
land and have been much
sought after.

Security against gate
crashers will be particu-
larly strict.

. A High Commission of-
ficial recalled that, dur-
ing a similar reception
there for Prince and
Princess Michael of Kent
just over a year ago, un-
invited guests managed
to intrude from a road
bordering part of the res-
idence garden.

“That’s not going to
happen again,” the offi-
cial said.

- No newspaper report-
ers will be allowed and
news coverage generally
will be restricted to Brit-
ish and Swazi Jjournalists
and television crews.

Prince Charles’ flight
for his next stop, Malawi,
leaves at 2 pm on Sunday. |

He will call on one of
the oldest heads of State
in the world, President
Kimuzu Banda.







‘Danger of letting the
ANC loose 1n country'

The Star Tuesday March 24 1987

VI often greatly admired Dr
| Denis Worrall, when, as South

African Ambassador in Austra-
-_lia and Britain, he ably stood up

<u* for this country. But now I have

~ some doubts about his political
* education and maturity.

He is, of course, quite right,
the ANC is not only in Lusaka,
Nairobi and Paris. But the ANC
also has a fairly large following
among the blacks in South Afri-
ca and even among the other
groups. :

' He now wants to talk to the
internal leaders of the ANC, but
to what purpose? If he does, he
- will find some of these leaders
- intelligent, perhaps even charm-
. ing, but the majority of them
are merely cunning.
= Let us assume that the ANC
“ leaders will now tell him that
“ they will stop all violence,
- which they might well do for a
short while. He must then let
< them go unhindered among the
black masses throughout South
Africa, as this would be their so-
called basic democratic right
+ then.

But democracy is for demo-

crats and the emerging masses’

-

{35

2

-

instincts are not yet attuned to

democracy; they are in total
contrast to democratic ideals.

Dr Worrall surely does not
want to allow democracy to de-
stroy real democracy and de-
stroy a country in the process
for all its inhabitants? This is
the point where history comes in
as well, the history of every
communist take-over.

The basic cadres for the ANC,
the future communist party of
South Africa, are already well
prepared. One has seen that in
the townships throughout the
country since 1984.

So far there has been only re-

latively mild intimidation

among the blacks, hardly any
among the other groups, but
there soon would be more, per-
mitted under the democratic
rights then enjoyed by the legal
ANC.

But within six months, not six
years, South Africa would really
have become ungovernable.
What had been seen so far in the
townships would be seen in ret-
rospect as mere child’s play.

Like the relatively small but
determined soviet cadres in
Russia in 1917, which took over

the large majority socialist’

Menshevik Party and then the
government, so would the young
black cadres in South Africa,
with their right street education,
background and viciousness
take over all black townships,
home governments and then
soon Zululand, removing very
quickly the Buthulezis and all
other moderates.

It might not yet be the end of
South Africa as hitherto known
but very nearly so. If so re-
quired I could give Dr Worrall a
fairly accurate estimate, also
the road leading to it, a painful
one for all concerned.

Even Mr Robert Mugabe
would soon enough regret the
change to a real Soviet govern-
ment in neighbouring South
Africa.

The mixture of Third World
and First World elements in the
only viable country in Africa
does not permit unrealistic and
dangerous experiments. Not
even one wrong step or even
promise can be undone. Not for
the time being. :
Albert Protter
PO Box 8152
Johannesburg




PW’s election seven-single

DISCRIMINATION

State Presldént

BELONGS TO PAST

CAPE TOWN. — Dis-
criminatory practices ‘“be-
long to the past”, the
State President, Mr P W
Botha, says in a recorded
message to the electorate
in his capacity as leader of
the National Party.

He called for “a man-
date to negotiate for a fair
say for all in our mutual
affairs, and self-determi-
nation to all groups re-
‘garding their own af-
fairs”.

The seven-single record
is part of a R500 000 pub-

By BRIAN STUART

licity  campaign by the
NP Information Service,
which will place about
400 000 copies in the
hands of voters through-
out the country.

The formal launch of
the project took place in
Cape Town yesterday on
the eve of Mr Botha’s
personal entry in the elec-
tion campaign. He will
speak at public meetings
in Lichtenburg tomorrow
and in Ermelo on Friday.

The record is part of a
full colour pamphlet
signed by Mr Botha and
the four provincial lead-
ers of the NP, asking for
support against interfer-

ence from outside, and |

for economic growth,
greater security and . a
process of reform.

“As governing party
the NP is convinced that a
peaceful process of nego-
tiation with all represen-
tative leaders is possible,”

TO PAGE 2

|-—*



FROM PAGE 1

says the statement accom-
panying the record.
“These egouanons

_ will lead to a unique pol-

itical system for the RSA.
It must protect the rights
of minority groups, avoid
group domination and re-
cognise the rightful claims
of all our population
groups.

“Above all, it must al-
low unlimited human dig-
nity and full citizenship
for all, as well as effective

- participation in political

decision-making from
local up to national gov-
ernment levels.”

In the recorded mess-
age the State President
has called on voters to
prove to the outside

world- that South- Africa-
was‘detesmineddo resolve -

its own problems and
would resist foreign de-
mands and interference.
Mr _Botha spoke of
strengthemng ties of
friendship with neigh-

Vo &

states but said -

this could only be done on
the basis of mutual re-
spect. Therefore, there
should be no misuse of
neighbouring  territories
for terrorist attacks.

“We are all concerned
about the economy of our
country. But I assure you
of exciting times ahead.

“We want to give even
more scope to people
with drive, initiative and
enthusiasm. We want to
cut down more on un-

necessary regulations, en-

. courage private enter-

prise and tap the enor-
mous potential of this
land so all its people can
share in its wealth.”

Mr Botha said new job--

opportunities will be cre-
ated and the development
of technology would en-

sure an economic up-~: .-

swing.

“But let’s talk about
the safety of our country.
We must not fall prey to
communism. That is why
we have to broaden the
base of democracy to also
include Black communi-
ties.

“The NP guarantees
your safety and peace of
mind against internal un-
rest. For this we will al-

1 Botha’s 7 - single

ways be an independent
judicial bench. But we
also need a well-trained
police force and defence
force.

“Discriminatory prac-
tices belong to the past.

“Today’s realities call
for single-minded reform

and dedicated negotia- |

tions, however difficult.

“A vote for the NP will
give us a mandate to ne-
gouatc for a fair say for
all in our mutual affairs,
and self-determination to
all groups regarding their
own affairs.

“Yes, it means full citi-
zenship to all South Afri-

cans irrespective of race,

colour or creed. Because 1

to share peace you’ve got
to share power. Yes,
power-sharing, but never
surrender. -

“For these reform pro-
cesses, we need great in-
daba.

“These  negotiations
have to produce a unique
political system for the
RSA. It must protect the
rights of minority groups,
avoid discrimination and
recognise the rightful
claims of all our popula-
tion groups,” said Mr Bo-

{News by Brian Stsart, 73 Strand Sreet,
Cape Town)
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HE BEST antidote for cog-
nitive dissonance — the
psychological malady
caused by trying to hold
two mutually exclusive beliefs at
the same time — is to deal with
the opposing beliefs completely
séparately and put the conflict
out of mind.

That, at any rate, is how Wash-
ington has coped with the relation-
ship between Israel and SA for as
long as said relationship has
threatened controversy. Success-
ful for years, the prescription has
not been working too well of late.

Next week, the Reagan admini-
stration is scheduled to deliver to
Congress a detailed report namin
Israel (not to mention France an
several other close allies of the US)
as a chronic violator of the SA
arms embargo.

Making mgchief

N8t D

out o

2F Maray \qy)

the

not so much to see it enacted as to
express contempt for his col-
leagues on the other side of aisle.

‘Those colleagues, most notably
Senators Christopher Dodd of Con-
necticut and John Kerry of Massa-
chussets, rose to the bait. In their
desire to be statesman on the mat-
ter at hand, they would not be
made to look like hypocrites, and
demanded the vindication of a
third vote.

Only Cranston, facing an uphill

re-el_ection fight, had the courage
of his duplicity. The motion car-
ried. No one was more surprised

if\\
i than Christenson.

Ny _ The report was scarcely men-

— o tioned again as the CAAA sailed on

to passage. The whole subject be-

This is tantamount to a rich and

powerful family having to admit to
the world that its favourite son is a
flagrant pedophile. What makes
their admission particularly ex-
cruciating is that the family mem-
bers most openly admiring of (and
beholden to) the son have made
careers of denouncing pedophilia.

How the US came to this pass is
a study in the unintended conse-
El:;nces of political hysteria, in

is case the stampede to sanc-
tions.

The report, required under Sec-
tion 508 of the Comprehensive
Anti-Apartheid Act (CAAA), start-
ed life as a sort of practical joke
dreamed up by one Philip Chris-
tenson, a Republican staff-mem-
ber on the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee.

c hristenson, an erstwhile enfant
terrible who remains angry though
no longer an enfant, has a Puckish
sense of humour and thought it
would be fun to watch his masters,
~ especially pro-Israel liberal sanc-
tioneers like California Senator
Alan Cranston, blow their cerebral
cortices.
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Christenson’s vehicle was Mary-
land’s Senator Charles Matthiasl,'};

_ -moderate Republican who felt
_obliged to retire at the end of 1986

because the Israeli lobby, in the

_form of the American-Israeli Poli-

tical Action Committee (AIPAC),

- had taken against him and he was
finding it difficult to raise money

for a re-election bid.

_Matthias had a grudge and noth-
ing to lose. He agreed to introduce
the report requirement when the
Foreign Relations Committee be-

g

gan work on the CAAA last August.

As predicted, the committee had
a series of mild seizures which it
tried to hide under a cloak of obfus-

. catory parliamentary procedure.

The first vote came early in the
morning. Not all members were
present; some of those that were

| were not altogether awake, or at

least pretended not to be. The
amendment was accepted,

' veral cups of coffee later, it
wasse “revisit o as they like to
.say on Capitol Hill — and disposed
of quietly. And so it might have
stayed but for Senator Daniel Ev-
ans, Republican, of Washington.

Evans, a plain-spoken sort pro-

™ foundly disillusioned with life in.

the Senate, had joined Matthias in
the original motion. He revived it

ing taboo, it had already been de-
bated quite enough for most tastes.

Everyone hoped that someone
else would be brave enough to take
responsibility for excising the of-
fending section, or that it would
mysteriously die through some
technical legerdemain. It didn’t,
and so became law.

Even then, there were hopes that
the thing could be politely glossed
over — put in a safe somewhere
and forgotten. When the State De-
partment asked for the 179-day
deadline to be extended (unneces-
sarily, as it turned out), the
Foreign Relations Committee said
oh, please.

or was there any objection to
the report being classified secret,
though this would probably have
been necessary anyway given that
it will reveal a lot of embarrassing
material about the sources and
methods of US intelligence.
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As for the requirement that the

President consider terminating
;?ilitary assistance to those
* Phamed, in most instances hell -
could freeze over first. ‘
What no one imagined was that
the US-Israeli relationship as a
whole, and ?::i:te -apart from the
embargo-busting issue, would be-

come the handwringing topic of
the hour just as the re was
nearing completion. This has made
the blind eye option more difficult,
though not impossible.

To say that there is a frost be-
tween Washington .and Jerusalem
is utterly meaningless. The Israelis
would Bl;obably have to bomb New
York before that became even
halfwaz' true. .

What is the case is that Israel
has lately been caught doing too
many strange things within too
short a space of time. And just as
the rules of political theatre insist
that President Reagan “apologise”
for “Irangate,” so — under the
same specious laws — Israel’s
dirty linen must also be publicly
laundered and the obligatory poses
of shock and repentance
the various actors.

In real terms, the discovery that
Jonathan Jay Pollard stole some of |
America’s most valuable (alleged- |
ly) secrets for his Israeli spymas- |
ters will not lessen US support for
a country it ives, rightly or |

struck by |.

wrongly, to almost a part of 4
itself. / :

Nor will evidence that it was
Israel who uaded the clowns in
the White House to trade arms for
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“called revelation that the Israeli .

are devoted partners.

: There does, however, hav
a fuss in order to safeguard the
relationship and the US$3bn Israel
currently receives each year from
the US Treasury, and a fuss there
will be. ; {

We are in for a period of politi-
cal son et lumiere. Israeli
Foreiix_:eaMinister Shimon Peres
has already got the show under
way with his emotional announce-
ment in the Knesset that that there
will be no new military contracts

{
 and South African arms inrtries

signed with SA, that certain san:%_

tions will be considered and tha

cultural, official and tourisit ti$ )

will be diminished.

Since nobody knows what mili-
tary contracts are already in place
or when they expire (even the. com-

gilers of the report aren’t sure)

eres’s meatiest promise is fairly
transparent. The rest are possitive-
ly vaporous. \ ‘

Notwithstanding which, or the
fact that the history containied in
the report is damning enough that
Israel’s promises to mend its; ways

to be |

!
here are a couple of candidates
for leaker. The less likely is an US
administration official critical of
America’s closeness to el at
the nse of ties to theé Arab
world and therefore anxious to poi-
son the well. In this regarg it is
interesting that the Pentagln has
N
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The better bet would be a mem-

" per of the Congressional black cau-

~ it. Armed with
able to make real

- ought logically to be immaiterial, -

the “new”

take Con,
hoist itself on.

Some members will feel moved
to make “more in sorrow tl:an an-
ger” statements, but most can now
go back to worrying about kow to
stop the document from leaking
beyond the extremely brief public
version presently be %] tised.

It will be leaked in all its glory,
however, and therein lies the: pros-
pect of much unpleasantness.

policy — imiplernented .
or not — should be sufficient to .
ess off the petard it has

S

cus, where there is little loye for
Israel and much ‘hatred for SA.
Furthermore, and desngite\ pious
protestations to the co! aﬂz, ani-
mosities between black and Jew
run high here. J

The Reverend Jesse Jg{hkson’s
references to “Hymietown” and his
refusal to renounce the Viciously
anti-semitic Louis Farrakhan dur-
ing the 1984 pres}dentsal wlection
are a symptomatic case in .point.

Jackson is too shrewd a chame-
leon to have indulged in s.ug slips
had he not seen their political mer-
the report lp:fmll be
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THE Archbishop of Cape Town,
can National Congress leader M

On his return from Lusa
‘weekend visit was consistent wit
drama unfolding in our country” an
(of the Anglican Church) that he keep i

€rs. .

ka the Archbishop said at a

He said it was on the same basis that he met Presi-
dent P W Botha twice last year and holds talks with

“almost everybody”.

The ANC delegaticn o

f 10 members of the ex-

ecutive committee was led by Mr Tambo. The talks,

which lasted nearly five
hours, were, he said,
" “yery friendly, frank
and full”, sometimes he
was addressed as “Com-
rade Archbishop”.

“Basically I asked
them if they could not
review their own posi-
tion and consider the re-
nunciation of violence to
throw the ball in the
court of the South Afri-
-an Government which

«ys it will not speak to
.iyone who espouses Vi-
olence.

“It transpired that it
would be difficult for
that to happen without
something dramatic hav-

ing happened here. The

most dramatic thing that
could justify such a radi-
cal review would be, for
example, the release of
ANC and other lead-
ership from jail.”

Archbishop Tutu said
if certain conditions,
such as the unbanning of
political organisations
.and the unconditional
return of exiles, were
met, there would be no
justification for violence
from the ANC.

Asked whether there
had been any indication
that the ANC would re-
consider its position on

OLIVER Tambo...ANC
president. i\

violence,‘ he said Mr
Tambo had indicated
they would review their
position. iy -

“It seemed clear that

‘for ‘their own constitu-
ency there would have
to be dramatic devel-
opments for them to be
able to say they must re-
consider their - position
on violence,” Archbi-
shop Tutu said.

He said it was impor-
tant to underscore that
the commitment to the
armed " struggle of the
ANC was not a matter
of principle, written into
their constitution, but a
matter of strategy or tac-
tics.

the Most Rev Desmond Tufu, met Affri-
r Oliver Tambo at the weekend and
asked the ANC leadership to consider renouncing the “armed struggle”.

Press conference that his
h his aim of meeting all the “major actors in the
d with the decision of the synod of bishops
n touch with liberation movement lead-







