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REV. DEAN T.S. FARI SANI 1S DETAINED I N
Rev. Dean Tshenuweni Sinmon Farisani, the effective head
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in South Africa s Venda
s, honeland, is nowin detention for the fourth time. Dean Farisan
has | ong been an out spoken opponent of apartheid and has been
detained without trial and brutally tortured on three previous
occasi ons since 1977.
Dean Farisani’s Arrest
At 6:30 a.m on Novenber 22, 1986 Dean Farisani was
agai n detained at Beuster M ssion; where he lives. It is
reported that about 20 armed police arrived at the Mssion at 11
p.m on Novenber 21. Dean Farisani and his wife retreated to the
bedroom and barricaded thensel ves in when the police broke down
the door of the Mssion. He was able to tel ephone a friend to
make known what was happeni ng. The police did not enter the
bedr oom but waited outside all night threatening the couple,
until finally Dean Farisani gave hinself up at 6:30 a.m and was
taken away.

It is not known why Dean Farisani has been arrested nor
the legal basis for his arrest, although it is believed that he
is being held under the Venda security |egislation, the
Mai nt enance of Law and Order Act. It is not known where he is
currently being held. According to an unconfirned report, he was
seen a few hours after his arrest in Tshilidzini Hospital but it
is not known why he m ght have needed hospitalization. Although
they have not reveal ed his whereabouts, the Venda police have
agreed to accept food, clothing and a Bible for Dean Fari sani
but will not permt himto receive visits.
Si nce the begi nning of 1986, Dean Farisani has
travell ed widely on behalf of Amesty International in order to
provide first-hand testinmony of his experiences of detention and
torture. His |latest arrest cones just after his return to South
Africa after visiting the United States under the auspices of the
International Visitor Programiofathe U S. Information Agency.
The Lawyers Conmittee net with himwhile he was in New York on
Cctober 29. He tal ked to us about his previous experiences in
detention. His brutal torture at the hands of the security
forces, as a result of which he suffered three heart attacks,
rai ses serious concerns for his safety at the present tinme.
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Appeal s to the South African government have resulted in no nore
than a confirmation of Dean Farisani’s arrest. As is typically
the case with such incidents taking place in South Africa’s
honel ands, the governnment is avoiding responsibility by asserting
that it has no control over the Venda authorities. In fact, al
the honel ands, including Venda and the other three which have
accepted "independence," remain totally dependent on South
Africa, both politically and econom cally, and coll aborate
closely with South Africa on security matters. |ndeed, the Venda
Chief of Police is reported to have said that he acted on the
authority of the South African government in detaining Dean

Fari sani .

Prior Eggeriences in Detention

Dean Farisani was first arrested in March 1977 and

detained for four months in solitary confinenent. For the first
two weeks he was not interrogated, "but | had to listen to the
screans of others being tortured and occasionally | caught sight
of detainees |ying handcuffed and naked in pools of icy water."
When his turn cane, "they began interrogation very softly and
lovingly." Then he was forced to do physical exercises for

prol onged periods of tine and the torture began

They suspended nme froma pole while kicking ne, they

pi cked ne up fromthe floor by ny hair and once they

held ne out of a fourth floor wi ndow by ny | egs and

threatened to let me fall. | was interrogated solidly
for three days - they worked in shifts. | was not
allowed to sleep or go to the toilet and was given no
food or water....They accused ne of preaching that

apartheid was the policy of the devil and said they

woul d rat her shoot all blacks than be ruled by them

The second period of detention was in 1978 when Dean

Fari sani was held in solitary confinement for 93 days without
ever being interrogated. Then, in 1981, after he had tried to
help the famly of Tshifiwa Miof he, a detainee who died in
custody, Dean Farisani was arrested again. He was detained for
al nost seven nmonths in solitary confinement. "This time was the
worst," he said. "The security police told me "We will torture
you very slowy until you die,'"

N

The torture was very severe

They started again with the physical exercises and told

me to stand on ny head. When | could not, they Kkicked



me all over ny body including nmy private parts. They

pi cked me up and let ne fall onto the concrete fl oor

They beat me around the head until | was bl eeding and

| ost consciousness. Then they would wait until | cane

round and start kicking nme again

I was given a cloth and water and told to clear up the

blood in the room | used the same cloth to w pe ny

f ace.

Then | was driven to Sibasa. There | had to undress.

They covered nmy head and attached electric wires to ny

genitals and nmy ear |obes, toes and thighs. They put a

gl ue-1i ke substance on ny back and soaked ny body and_

the floor with water. Then they shocked ne - all over.

VWhen | screaned they put an electrical tool to ny

nmout h. When | | ost consciousness they turned a hose on

me until | cane around and then they shocked ne again
Eventually | was taken to hospital. My eardruns were

perforated, ny ribs were cracked and | was a ness of

open wounds. That was when | had ny first heart

attack. After five days the police canme and took ne

out of hospital but | collapsed again the next day. |

suffered three heart attacks in all

In 1985, Dean Farisani and two other Lutheran mnisters

who were suing the Venda government in a civil claimarising out
of their torture in detention, were awarded R13,500 in damages in
an out-of-court settlenent.

Dean Farisani nmade it clear to the Lawers Committee

that, despite his horrifying experiences, he remains conmtted to
his opposition to apartheid and to assisting victins of its
injustices in Venda. "I confront the systemopenly," he told us.
"l never deny anything |’'ve said."

The Situation in Venda

Venda is one of ten homel ands, the small, fragmented
territories set aside under the grand schene of apartheid for
South Africa's najority African population. It conprises a snall
area in the northeastern part of the country, close to the

Zi mbabwe border. It was designated by the governnent to be the
hone of the Venda tribe, and in 1979 it joined the homel ands of
Transkei and Bophut hat swana as the third honel and to accept



"i ndependence." Ciskei later beCane the fourth "independent"

honel and in 1981. 2

Li ke all the "independent” homel ands, Venda s existence

as such is recognized by no other state except South Africa and,
it remains heavily dependent on South Africa. "The physica
presence of white power is very much in’evidence," according to
Dean Farisani. He told us that secondedl white officials or
advisors are present at all levels of governnent. Wites

dom nate the industries and run the educational institutions. _
South African security forces are al so present - "Those who
persecuted and tortured us before independence are still there to
supervise the instrunments of torture today," Dean Farisani told
us.

Nor do nost of the inhabitants of Venda consi der

thensel ves separate from South Africa, but identify closely with
the struggl e agai nst apartheid goi ng on throughout the country.
""The people don't feel detached fromthe realities of South
Africa," Dean Farisani said. "Economcally, socially,

politically, the experience of the average black South African is
the experience of the average person in Venda."

The State of Energency currently in force in South

Africa does not extend to Venda. However, Venda' s new

Mai nt enance of Law and Order Act, introduced in March 1986, gives
Venda's security forces very broad powers to deal with opposition
and di ssent. "Even without overt powers," Dean Farisani added,
"the security forces in Venda exercise the same powers as are
exercised in South Africa pursuant to the Enmergency." Students
have been targeted for arrest and detention, as have ot her
nenbers of the Lutheran Church. Since the Venda governnment has
effectively outlawed all other political parties, the-Church is
essentially the only public forum where apartheid can be opposed.
The security forces in Venda, operating in cooperation

with South African security forces, denmpnstrate the same
brutality that is all too fam liar throughout South Africa.

There have been at | east two deaths in detention in Venda.
Tshifiwa Miof he, a |lay preacher, died within 24 hours of his
arrest in 1981. At the inquest in January 1984, the mmgistrate
rejected the police allegations that Miofhe had died as a result
of jumping froma police vehicle, after a civil servant testified
that the vehicle in question had not been in operation for sone
two weeks before Miuofhe's death: At the subsequent crinmna

trial of two policenen, however, the white judge, seconded from
South Africa, found the accused to be not guilty. The Venda



Nati onal Force later paid R150, 000 (about $75,000) in
conpensation to Miofhe’s family in an out-of-court settlenent.
Urgent Action Needed

It appears that Dean Farisani is now paying a heavy

price for his outspoken views and for his efforts to hel p other
victinms. Please send letters and tel egrans expressing concern
about his arrest and detention; calling for Dean Farisani to be
fully protected against possible torture or ill-treatnent, in
particul ar by being granted i mredi ate access to his wife, to his
| awyer and to i ndependent nedical exam nation; and calling for
his i nredi ate, unconditional release unless he is to be brought
to court without delay, and with |l egal representation of his
choice, to face recogni zably crimnal charges.

Letters and tel egrams, should be sent to:

H s Excel l ency Chief P. Mhephu

Presi dent of Venda

Governnent O fices

Thohoyandou, Si basa,

Venda South Africa

Hon. J. R Ranbuda

M ni ster of Justice

Governnent O fices

Thohoyandou, Si basa

Venda, South Africa

Brigadier T. R Ml audzi

Conmandi ng Officer a

Venda Nati onal Force

Nat i onal Force Headquarters

Thohoyandou, Si basa

Venda, South Africa

Bri gadi er General Ranabul ana

Head of Security Police

Pol i ce Headquarters

Thohoyandou, Si basa,

Venda South Africa

Tel exes to the above authorities may be sent via the

M nistry of Foreign Affairs: 3-20316 VM ATTENTION ..



Adrian Wl ok

M ni ster of Law and Order

G vitas Building

Pretoria, South Africa

Tel egrans to: Adrian VIok, Pretoria, South Africa,
Tel ex: 3-21353 SA

Copi es to:

J. H Du Plessis

At t orney Gener al

The Suprene Court

Private Bag X2314

Si baSa Venda

South Africa

Bi shop Serote |

Evangel i cal Lut heran Church
Nort hern Di ocese O fice
Seshego Township

Pi et ersburg

Northern Transvaal, South Africa
City Press

PO Box 57473

Springfield 2137

South Africa

South African Press Association
PO Box 7766

Johannesburg, South Africa
Cape Tines . O

PO Box 11

Cape Town 8000

Squth Africa

Sowet an

PO Box 6663

Johannesburg 2000

South Africa



