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Scene from S. Africa jolts rabbi 
Reformer says visit shows deceptiveness of apartheid 
By RICHARD M. PEERY 
STAFFWRTER 

An old memory returned to Rabbi 
Arthur J. Lelyveld last week as he walched television news before going 
o his Fairmount Temple office for 
the first time in seven monts. 

The broadcast showed his new 
friend, Johannesburg’s Anglican 
Bishop Desmond Tutu, wading into a 
club-wielding South African mob to 
rescue a suspected police collaborator 
who was about o be burned alive. 
* “I had visions of the two rednecks 
who came at me with sticks in their 
hands,” said Lelyveld, referring to an 
incident in Hatti Miss, as he 
worked to register black voters in 
1964, 

Lelyveld and Tutu, who both are a 
little over 5 feet tall, were not equally 
fortunate. Tutu emerged from the 
crowd unscathed, his mission accom- 
plished. Lelyveld was beaten and had 
tospend a night in a hospital. . 

" But the rabbi said such risks were 
worthwhile. 

“Hattiesburg is an entirely differ- 
~ent place today,” he said. “In South 

3¢ Alrica, the prospects for reform are 
i _greater than ever.” 7 

Lelyveld, 72, and his wife, Teela, 
teturned last week from a sabbatical 
leave in South Africa. He 
time working with the United 

i Progressive Jewish Congregations in 
.* Johannesburg and visiting synagogues 

geross the country. 
* He said he expected to find a grim 

   

police state atmosphere in the bastion of racial separation where 4 million whites have all of the political power while 22 million blacks have none. Yet, he did not see in the cities evi- 
dence of the rebellion that has taken 
400 lives in black areas in recent 
‘months. 

“You wouldn't know segregation 
existed in downtown Johannesburg,” 
he said, because businesses that have 
been granted an “international” desig- 
nation are exempt from apartheid 
laws that limit their clientele to 
whites. 

Blacks who run into trouble trying 
o register in a hotel can get the mat- 
ter cleared up by calling the bureau of 
liquor control, he said. 

“The press is relatively free. Only 
occasional stories are banned or cen- 
sored,” Lelyveld said. “1 was worried 
about thought control and left my 
most controversial books at home. But 
there was no customs inspection and I 
saw the same books in the stores.” 

He said the works of novelist 
Nadine Gordimer and playwright 
Athol Fugard — staunch South Afri- 
can critics of apartheid — were rea- 
dily available. 

That appearance, of course, is 
deceptive, Lelyveld added. He said he 
visited the home of an Indian friend 
whose family has been in the count 
for four generations. The nei 
houses looked comfortable, but he 
learned that each was crowded with 

Blacks who work in the cities but 
who cannot live there may be forced 
ln:vendumncfinel‘hlhwnadai 
just commauting on overcrowde 
buses, he said. Thousands are arrested 
each year for not having that 
give ihem permission to be in white 
areas. 

  

Although some judges have shown courage in defending individual rights, abuse by law enforcement 
agencies is common, he said. 

“The Bureau of Internal Affairs and the police seem (o be a law unto them- selves,” Lelyveld said. “They commit acts of torture and violence against people who are picked up.” 
Press reports of the anti-apartheid 

demonstrations in the United States 
that have led to more than 3,000 -arrests are generally ignored by South 
African whites, he said. 

Lelyveld said he agreed with Gats- 
cha Buthelezi, a Zulu leader who 
opposes economic sanctions against South Africa. 
“I'said to people there that I reject the self-righteousness of the anti- apartheid movement in America. It is a distraction when there is so much that is evil in the world — the Soviet Union, Iran. Sometimes it becomes mindless,” Lelyveld said. “There is hunger, unemployment and illteracy among blacks here in the United States. While we have to condemn evil, we have to be aware of our own 

  

acquainted with both Buthelezi and Tut, who has praised the anti-apart. heid actvity here. The rabbi described Tutu, the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize win- ner, as a “wonderful personality.” 
He said he met Winnie Mandela, wife of African National Congress Nelson Mandela, who has been imprisoned for 22 years. Mandela was recently offered his freedom if he agreed to submit (o South African aws. 
Lelyveld attended a rally in a crowded amphitheater in Soweto, a black suburb of Johannesburg, where Mandela’s daughter, Zinzi, read his refusal of the offer. Mandela demanded in his statement that the South African government abandon violence and apartheid instead. 
Lelyveld said that b 

the text he was sched 
sermon that week was a story from Exodus about a slave who refused freedom while his family remained in 
bondage. 
“Somehow, the Bible is always timely,” Lelyveld said. 
Lelyveld, a frequent visitor to Israel, said'he was troubled by its warm relationship with South Africa, 
“There is a feeling of guilt and ambivalence in Israel” he said. “It hasn’t been forthright about trade with South Africa. Israel says it is fof survival. ‘We have (o be free to sell arms and anything else. We can't bear two or three families because apart- :‘"m \oo. The Torah says, Remove - the burdens of the world,they say. heid would not let the community first the mote in your own eye: “But I say they should try,” Lely- expand. Lelyveld said he became well yeld said, 
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McFarlane’s No- 
At their secret meeting in Vienna, natioral  security 

eagan might st si 
~Tast week’s Vienna meeting, Pe- quested hy Scuth Africa, was a truly candid exchange. McFarlane, whase Ac-nonsense performance impressed 

pounded kome the importance of President P. W. Botha's speech on racial reforms Thursday, The South Africaa foreign munister responded by making clear the rhezorical limitations on his government. 
Botha told McFariane the racial re- 

Pretoria. 
form will apen a road toward common  blacke might give Reagan encugh racial equaiity. 91085 Newe Amsarcs yncicase 

ooy 

th_towa ion In government. But he stressed thaz Tfi:g?fi'm 

Mii I§ will end enforced living 
“homejas while ung a 

likely to be heard in President Botha's ‘Thursday speech. 
McFariane, who that Pik 

had read an draft of the speech, said Reagan that 

MWI\V@!&\\W&: opinion, was “si ic.” But he stressed that anti ites in Scuth Africa must be able to 

Africzr; government does, But 2 racial and poitical refoem that is genu- inely perceived as such by South African 

   
alies in the Senate to sustain his veto, 
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rridden, Reagan would remain Abem'msmlhr‘-lnufimimeklmby Congress would not hurt the Unted States in Preccria. [t was then McFariane’s tim to demur: Losing 2 

fide, he told Botha, might not damage Reagan in Pretoria but couid devastate him in Washingcon. 
That could set back tax reform, the major domestic initiative of his second term, said McFariane. It alsc woud end "mnmmn,” 11pon which: 
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