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A REPORT ON THZ NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
SES5I0UN HELD ON THE 15 - 24TH
JULY (11977

The recent ten-day session of the National Executive Committee
considered many vital questions which face the entire revolutionary
movement in our country at this historic turning point of the strugjale
of our people.

A few leading members of our organisation who have rescently left
South Africa where thazy were actively involved with the work of our
underground organisatiun, were invited to attend the session.

The main issue before the National Exscutive Committee was the
consideration of the internal situation in thz light of developmznts that

are currently taking place. Uhat are the main features of the situation?

1" The economic crisis currently hitting South Africa and which has
been aggravated by thz intensified struggle for National Liberation
has sharpened the economic plight facing our people. Reports
which were placed before the NEC indicated that unemployment is
rising sharply whilst there is no improvement in the wage packets
of the Black workers.

The economic crisis has however spread its iron grip to certain
sections of the white labour force. It has, for instance been reported
that in Dupban alone 60% of this force was unemployad during the year whigh
ended on the 3lst March 1977. This means that economic boom which anabled
the capitslist class to buy off and bribe the white working class are over
and gradunlly this scction of the working class will realise that its best
intercsts are intricatly bound up with those of their Black countorpart.

The dational Executive Committee underlined the fact that the people
have continued to meintain a high state of militancy and organisation and
are hitting back at the encmy despite the mounting brutmlity of tho fascist
regime. Anti-rent increase movements have sprung up in Soweto and the
Southern Transvaal. As a rosult of militant opposition, the enemy was forcer
to back doen on the issue of rent increases in Soweto. Peoples resistance
has also brought® about the disruption of the Urban Bantu Councils in Joweto

and there can be no doubt that other areas are bound to follow.

Before and during the lst Anniversary of JUNE 16, a wide movemant

of resistonce sprung up in many areas such as Uitenhage thereby drawing

2/eee




=DS

into the arena of struggle wider scctions of the oppresscd popul:tion.
Thousands of Blacks took part in strikes that were widely successful in
many parts of our country following a call made by the African National
Congress and the militant student movement. It was furthor noted

that tho solidarity of genuinely patriotic farces of the oppressed people
is growing alsoc as a counter measure to the intensifying repression
directed against the pecple. A vivid demonstration of this impoffnnt
trend was the resolution adopted by a recent studonts conforence
expressing solidarity with our 12 comrades who are presently appeering
in a trial at thc Protoria Synagogue. Some of the comrades involved in

the trial are known leaders of the African Notional Congresse.

This expression of solidarity was in sharp contrast to the
activitics of the expelled counter-revoluticnary "gang of 2ight" renzgades,
who, obviously at the service of our enemy, are snid to hava brought
leaflets to the Synagogue, whore the 12 (twelve comrades) are appesring,
attacking the African National Congress and the South African Communist
Party from their already well known anti-communist positions. Thase
leaflots are now being used by the enzmy os evidence of the "dangerous
conspiracy® which the accused comrades were allegedly hatching against
the reactionary apartheid state.

The National Exzcutive Committee has decided to pay attention to
the nctivities of this subvorsive group of 8 whose mnin task is obviously
to support the encmy's onslought against the revolutionary struggle of our

peoplz and its vanguard, the African National Congresse

UNDERGROUND ACTIVITIES OF THE AFRICAN NATION-L CON3SRESS

From reports received from the various sub-committoes of our
Revolutionary Council, the National Executive Committee noted that the
work of the underground African Nntional Congress is spreading inside the
country. This wns clearly evident from the increnscd activitics of the
undaopground combat groups of UMKHUNTO we SIZWE during the perind of the
1st Anniversary of JUNE 16. It is known thnt successful snbotage actions
were undertak:n on railway lines in Johannisburg, Durban <nd other areas.
The armed teeth of Umkhonto we Sizwe were folt in other acticns during this
period.

The National Exccutive Committec paid o worm tribute to all the brave
combatants of Umkonto we Sizwe and other revolutionary fightors whose
heroic actions lent strenght ond teeth to the militant mnss political
movement involving lurge scctions of the cppressed population. It
further underlined the conviction that an importont pre-requisite for the
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Tapid development of our revslutionary struggle is to strengthan the
combination of the illegnl with the legal forms of confrontation, This
was demonstrated in pratctice during the events surraunding the 1st
Annivaersary of JUNE 16.

The National Executive Committee learnt of further efforts to
increase tho cumbat strength of cur underground organisation, including

offorts to arm the pecple against the farocious cnemy.

It is natural that the growing revolutionary activitics of our
organisnticn have had a great psychological and political impact on the
masses of the oppressed population. This is a development of tremendous
significance.

The National Executive Committee also examincd organisational
weaknesses which were very graphicnlly pointed out by comrades working
underground, somz of whom are appearing in the current political triols.
It was admitted that some of these weaknesses have directly contributed to
the serious setbacks suffered by our underground mnachinceries and the

revoluticonary organisation as a whole.

A serious spotlight was focussed on this aspect of the reports and
appropriatc decisions have been taken drawing attention to these errors and
tho nced for redoubled efforts to correct them. These decisions will be
transmitted to appruprinte corgans of our underground organisation.

It was resolved to strenghhon and tighten our organisational
machinery both inside and cutside the country. In this respect, the
membership of the Naticnal Executive Council itself has been incrensod
by an additonol 5 (Five) Comrades, all of whom hove recently completed
their terms ofimprisonment on Robben Island. These are Comrades
Stevon Dlamini, Jochn Nkadim:ng, Henry Gordon Makgoti, Jacob Zuma and
Robert Manci. Comrade Andrew Masundo had been cec-optad to the National
Exccutive Committee during its March 1977 session.

The July sessicn of the National Exccutive Committee further
unanimously resolved to recommend to oll the units of our movement the
cnnfirmation of Comrade Oliver Tambo as PRESIDEWT of the African National
Congress.

Special attention was directed towards the need to raise the level
of political understanding and conscicousness of the membership of the
African National Congress. Towards this end it hns been dirccted that a1’
units of cur movement must rejuvinate their political 1life through
constant discussicns of topical issues both in relation to the situation

in our country and on the international sceneg.
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A group of suitably gualificd and experienced comrades has been
appocinted to conduct politicnl loctures to assist the political developments
of tho young comrades who have recently joined our movemcnt since the
beginning of the current politicnl upsurge in our country. This shuuld
benafit both those whe have recently joined MK and those who are weiting

to proceed to centres of lesrning abroad.

THE ENEMY CUUNTER-OFFENSIVE

The fasecist regime of Johannes Vorster, despite its loud cloims
of invineible strocnght hos been uncble eithar to smothir or control

the revolutionary upsurge of thc masses of cur people.

Faced with this situntion it haos intensified its two-proonged attack
against the revolutinnary movement aimed at winning the minds of the
peocple and 2t the same time intimidating them away from the course of

revolutionary struggle.

In the past year thousonds of patricts of 2ll 2ge groups have been
detaincd and subjoctod to indiscrimate methods of torture. Many of our
comrades have perished in torture chambers of the fascist regime, including
well known leaders of the Africon National Conoress whs had previcusly
fought tirelessly to re-build the fighting capncity of cur organisation =and
its rovonlutinmary ally, (the South African Bongress of Trade Uniosns (3ACTU).

Scores of our comrades arz taday 2ppearing in Court trizls in some
of which, we h-ove ressain to belicve, detth sentonces will be passed by the
regimes' judiciary. These who were ppesring in the Petermaritzburg tricl
until rccently have reccivaed long terms of impriscnment. A fow Af them
have been imprisoned for life and theso are comradess:-

THEM3A HARRY GuWALA, ANTUN FANO XABA, JOHN VUSUMUZI NENE,

ZAKH LE ELPHAS MDLALOSE, MATHZWS MEYIWA.

Four nther comrades received prison sentences ranging from seoven to
fifteen years. They are:- VUSUMUZI TRUMAN MA3UBANE (15 yeors)
AZARIA NDEBELE (7 Years); JUOSEPH NTULISWE NDULI (18 yenrs); and
CLEOPAS MELAYIBONZ NDLOVU (15 yonrs).

The killings of ynung patriots participating in the current uprising
still go on adding to the hundrods who have alrendy been murderad b the
regime from JUNE 16  last year. On the other hand, the regime is
vigorousl pursuing its counter-revoluticnary Bantuston programme. The
Transkei was declarad "independent® last year, the Soputhatswana Bantustan

¥
is due i follow suon 2nd su the chain will continue.

It has already beciome evident thnt part of the regime's main
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strategy mgninst the revoluticnary liberation movement 'is to build mirid
tribnl armies whose main task will be to re-inforce as main common fodder
the aggressive military and para-military police force against the
revolutionary anslaught of the people. This is also part of the plan

to construct n safe belt stretching along the borders unsing the Buontustan
so-called independent states to insulnte the regime against infiltration

by military endres trainzd abrond.

The Nntional Executive Council felt that sur organisation should
work out a broad strategy to mobilise the penple specifically on the
guesti~n of destroying the Bantustan policies and their creations. Towards
this and a special machinery is to be set up to closely study the devolop-
ments within the Bantustans and ceven in so-called independent tribal enclaves-
The propnganda machinery of the organisation must be fully mobilised
tu arcuse our people against the froudent policics of separate development
and against any refurmist sclutions which the cnemy will be forczd to

advance ns the intensity uf cur struggle sharpense.

THE INTURWATIONAL SITUATION:

The Naticnal Executive Cﬁmmgttee noted that in thz wnke of the
favourable situation brought about the collapse of Portugues coloninlism
and also as a direct cunsequance of the intensified onslaught of our peoplc
and 2lsewhure in Southern Africa against the the reactionory regimes of
oppression, favourable csnditions have arisznf for the further all round

develapment of tho international sulidarity movement.

The internatisnal prestige of the African National uongress has
grown tremendously. Mure and more Africon states now accept the African
National Congress as the only authentic revelutionary vanguard of our
struggle. Our organisation is now nctively participating in the periodic
me-tings of the 5 "Front Line® African States which have been charged with
task of assisting the revilutisnary movements in Southarn Africa to
successfully nnd rapidly develop the oppressed peoples strugglas against the

remainging vestiges of colenial and racinl cppression.

A pusiticn has been reachud where the African National Congress
vicwpuint cannot be ignored cven by the security council of the United
Nationa. This is consistant with the tremzndous authority and respact
which the President of sur organisation, Comrade 0.R. Tambo, genzrated
at the United Nations General fssembly when he =ddressed thnt august body
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on the 26th October, 1976. The inturnaticnol ‘progressive movement,
repraesented by numerous nationnl and international organisations from
practically 0ll tho five continents of sur globe at the Lisbon
Intcrnational Conferance in support of the peoples of Southurn Africa held
on the 16th to 19th June, 1977, cxpressed its duterminition to intensify
suppert for the revolutionary strugglos under the lendership -of the
African National Congress, the Patriotic Frount of Zimbabwe nnd SWAPO.

This wns further confirmation of the growing prestige of the
revolutionary struggles of the peoples of Southern Africz.

The Natiunsl Exccutive Council however cautioned that we should
not rest on cur haunches satisfiod that there is no longer any need
for us t7 do anything further in the field of mobilising and conscliduting

the internationnl sclidarity movement.

The inturnationnl impcrialist supperters of the racist-colonial
regimes of terror in Scuthern Africa have been actively angnged in
counter revolutinnary manouevres of sccking to blur the revolutionary
goals of the fighting peoples in the whole unliberated regiocn. Evidence
of this has comz out clearly in their attempts to canvas for their own
brand of African maojority rule which would however entrench the vast
gconomic and pelitical sand ideclugical inte ests of international
imperianlism,.

The National Executive Committee decided to further enhnnce and
strengthen the impact of sur international sclidarity work by a combinatian
of intensifying the internal revolutinnary struggle and reaching out for
more firends and supports in the international whilst a2t the same time

consolidating the gains alrendy wone

A compaign for the eventual exclusive recognition of our organisation
as the scle representative and leader of our pecple by the rest of the
international community will be launched 2nd sustaincd by our Internntional
Department on behalf of the entire revolutionary movement. This means
thit the extornal missicn of cur organisation should be fully geared for
this tnks in all respects.

How then dozs the Nationnl Executive Committec summaric the main

and infact tasks flacing our revolutionsry movemcent today?

We must:-

(1) Raise the lovel of political understanding throughnout the movement
and consclidate the politiezl unity 2mong 211 its members, inside znd
outside thoe country, inside and utside Umkont: we Sizwe (MK)
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(ii)

CL11)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

S

increase nur internal underground crganisiticnal strength

incrunse our contact with the bruad masses of ~ur pecple

through such nn organisational machinery, through legal
organisaticns and through propagoandt.

pry particular sttenticn to the strengthening and consclidation
of our contact oand dinlcogue with all the genuine peiple's
movements that have sprung up st as to makz the brotd front
agiinst the fascist regime cof terrcr move effective.

cunsclidate the trend of rejecticn of the fascist ragime

by a growing number of white radical ycuth within the country who
are clearly looking fur a way cut of the desponing crisis.

T: this end urgent steps must be taken to wirk for the enhancement

of the trend in the interests ~f our revoluticnary struggle.

increase our ccmbat capacity through the accumulztion of war
matcrial inside the cuuntry :nd alsc by increasing the number of

underground cumbat groups.

take furthor steps to protect the movemant from disruption by

the enemy agninst whatever means and methods the encmy decides

to use from one day to the naxt. This includes taking

appropriate menasures ngainst the counter-revolutionory

activitics of the expelled "group of 8" rancgades.

Raise the level of cur internaticnal sclidority werk to new
heights. The African Naticnal Cungress must be cccepted by all

as the unly outhentic leader of the revolutisnary struggle of our
peuple. This will further enhance suppart for cur heroic struggle
for naticnal liberation.

Thz Natinnal Exccutive is confident that our crganisatisn which

enjoys unprecedented popularity ami:ngst the broad masses of our pecple

insidc the cruntry and has won the accloim ond respect of the
internaticonal demceratic community will gear itself to the tasks that

have been szt ut by its recoent session.

AMANDLA NGAWETHU !

MAATLA KE ARONA !

PUM%R 10, TWE 'PEOPLE 2
1A

CALFRED /NZD/
SECRETARY [ BENZRAL (AFRICAN NATIONAL
CONGRE3S)

LUSAKA
31-7-77



