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REPORT ON THE SECRETARY GENERAL'S MISSION TO THE CANARY ISLANDS

) = 8 JUNE 1901

The SecfetaryFGéneral left Geneva on Friday, 5 Junc 1981 for Madrid
Oh & fdot—fzndlng migsion 611 the Bituation in the Canary Islands, The
Sseretary-Cencral, accompanied by other meubers of the Genoral Seoreta.rza.t
was wclcomed at the Madrid Intcrnational Iurpart by lre Carlos Robles Piquer,
Secretary of State of the Spanish l-!inie‘l;ry_ef Forcign Affairs and hy ‘othoer
Eenic:;' officials of that Ministry. |

2+ On that same day, tho Secretary-coneral met the Preax.dent of ‘the
[ Eéavermnent, Mre I..opoldo Calvo Sctela. The two men discusscd mattera relating
| to the situation’ in the Canary. Ialands. Prior %o 'I:hou' meoting, the Searetary—-
General held ﬂlaoussmns with the Smnish Himatcr of Foreign A.ffaira, Mre
Joae Pedro Perez llorca, Present at that mecting were the Secretary of Sta.te,
. the Ih.rec‘bor—t}eneral of the }hnlﬂtry of Forcign Affairs as well as sonior
officials of that mm.atry. a.ftcr welccnxnp- tho. Soorota.ry-conaral, the
Minister reviewed the Bltua.tion prevaillnp- on ’che Canaxry Islands and under-
acared the historical, econonic, ocultural and linguistic links cxisting
between the Islands and Spain, The Minister added that the Islands were an
integral part of Spain a.lthau,gh one could fecl anmong the population some
desirc for autonomy for the Ca.na.ries. 'I‘hc Sacretary-qcncral, for his: pa.rt
_ mfomod the Minister of thc, mrpoae of hm miseiony: Ho said the question
~ of the Oa.na.rieﬂ had been discusaod m Bevcral occagions at the mcctinge of.
the OAU, hanoo ‘his mission %o tho Canary Iﬂlanua.

¥ B Moraovcr, thc Council of Ministers had clea.rly decided at most of

rts Sessions that the Scorctm-Gencral should go to Spain in order to vwit
the Canary Islands for on~the-spot informtzon and to submit a detailed .

report to the Ccuncila

"33*_'- The fallcwing morning, the Secretary—-eeneral and monmbers of his
:Smretariat Were walcmed at the airport a,t Santa Crug de Tenerife, capital
'c}f Tener:.fe, by the Governor of the Iala.nd, the Ma,yor of the City and manior
affm:.ala of the local Governncnte The Senretary of Statc Mre. Roblee and
" the Dlrec*bor-ﬂencral in charge of Intcrnational Organizations at 'I:ho Himstry
'af Forelgn Affairs, were with the QAU delegatmn until thc end of 11:3 miasmn.

'$
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Soonon his a:rr:i.va.l, tho Sccrotary-ﬁeneral proceedeél to the Santa
Cruz dcTenerifc Town Hall where Bo held discussions with the Mayor, scnior

bre

local Govornmen‘t officials and reg:.onal remesenta.t:.vcad the political g

partics in tho Tencrife Island. The Maarcr gave a short specch to welcome
the Secrctary-(}eneral 'bo Santa. Craz de ‘I‘cnorlfe. '

i ’me Sccretazy-eoneral later met’ m.th CABILDO members on the Tencrifc
Island at the CABILDO hcadquartcrs. The' Governor of the Is land, represcntative
of the political parties on the Island and hombers of the local governnent

were present, CABILDO is the loca.l govormﬂnt of. t}m Island, Sovcral nenbers
of CABILDO who spoke said the Cannry IB lands were part of SpaJ.n and empha.alzec"
their 1c’ent1ty with Spaln. They aaz.d., a.ntropolo,gaca.ll.y, hmtorlca,lly and’
culturally, tho puaple of ‘the' Cana.ry Islands wcrt. cumpoan and that the

Islands wore charaétcrlatlcal]w an euroepa.n cntity. Thc spealcors added that

for administrative and ccononic reaaons, thqy worg acc,k;inb rcgional autonow
whilec rem.imng attachod to Spaz.n. Bl oy o AL 1D

L1
b L T T e ’ 1 Y -'i
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6« - In the aftcrhoon of that’ sdmc day, the Sccreta.m"—-(}cneral net at tho
headquarters of CABILDO de Tencrife, various representatives'of the pohtzcal i
partics representatives of the Tradc Unions and of the Chan'ber of Cmmerce..

HEETING WITH THE REGIONAL PRESIDENT, MR.JUAN JULIO W &
PROVINCIAL mzsmm MR, - o’

MR, ZENON MASCARENO, OF THE WUNION DU C
(UsCeDy )’ _(_cm'rmm Dmocmmc IC UNION 2, THE RULIHG PA.‘RTY IN SPAIN

Yo N TR W Ve
8 : : |
. _ . v 4 .

Te The U.Cib. won 56.5% of a.ll the votcs in the Canaries dur:l.ng the last

clections held in 1979- 'Iha:l: Party therefore hn,d 9 Beats of Deputics :md 10
scats of Sena.t ors m 'bhc Spa.mah Parlmment. | '.

L
ey : :

The two persona.htles affirnec tha‘b the Cana.r;vf Islr.mda were pn.r'b of
Spain becausc the peoplo of the Islands were of Spnm.sh and curopean or:l.m.n,
and that thc “fslands had cnronean. featurc:a. They gsaid that their Pa.rty whlch

was the :r'ulln., Party in Slnj,nha.c" a n:v.:jor::.ty reprcac.ntatlon in five out of the
seven islands constituting tho country. Thcy added that to em'blc them havc *
admmstratwc powers over their affa.irs, the Islands Bhould bécoarie a.utonmous
and that the a.n’nlhlstratlvc ac.ccntr'xllza.ﬁ on shoulit “be - offcoted | as " in “$ho other
regions of Spain, ACGOI'(I:L 14 thosc ﬂffmnlﬂ only a hatidful Bf ‘pcapla were
secking 1nucpcnuonce who wcrc girccted and flnancecl fron abrcad.
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g_m;nﬂsmanms OF THE "PARTT _socmus'rE OUVRIER Esmcm gp.s .E.)
(SPANISH SOCIALIST WORKERS BARTY) *

'-—--ﬂl--l-_"-

- P Durin,_, the last clections hcld in 1979, thc PSOE- won -17% of tho
total votes in the Canary Islands, That Porty thercfore hat 3 Bcata nf k
Deputics and onc Scnatorial seat 3n the Spanlah PO LERIONS o o Blay 5 o

Fe The rcpresentahvea of thc Socia.l:!.st Pa.rty said thc:y were Sp:m:.sh,

that the Jslands were Spanish in character and that thoir peoples idondificd
thonsﬁlves wlth Spaine They delcarcd that thc pepulation enJOyLd frocc.on -
of expression,: and that during clections, .thoy votcd freely for natloml
Partics just like the rest of Spaing When they were asked whethr.ar they
wa.n'bod autonamy or indepcndence, they said-that they forned an integrn.l

part of Spain but that they wanted autonaty within Spain. Only a.gi _
of the pop 1atmon sought the indcpendence of the Isl nds e - The Eomla.t).on of
'the Canaries we.ntorl t0 1live in peaccful ca-uxlstanca w:uth neighbmu‘:tng
:*Mriﬁa.n States and would want to sce its co-operation strengthencd. Wlth the

W The represcentatives Of the Saclalmt Paxrty were. agunuti
Spaln 301!11!13 HA'IU.Tth' cxpressed th 10RE 1;1'- e question of Western

sanara . WOUld bU BleCd RO 0 il B T b s _,“.. e
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10y - | The rOprcaenta.tlves of the Soclallst Pa.rty obscrved tha.t c‘oapite the
high dcgree of industrial: .developnont, there were still economic ﬁrﬁblens.
Regarding cmhloynent opportunitics, some inhabitants’ of the Island felt there
Was d:l.sonm.n,tlon in that arca and that good jobs were offcored 4o mtives

of the mmnlcmd. Consequently, that argument wag being uscd 't.gainst Spain,
The repregentatives of the Socialist Party poxutcd out that thcme econamic
problens were not Spain's resmnmb:xlzty as an entity but af the Spa.nish
Ga‘ﬁrnm.nt. ,_ § o e ARl p s i b3

1‘1. - Hhcn o.sked whether z.w.ll the P artms woere mmqumm on the guestion of
autonocw, the Socialist Party representatives ronlied that their Party was
thinking of a form of Federation with wpain in the futurm One repreaant{_.tlvg
_statod that since OAU gave attention to a small insian fio::mt Farty, thc
Grgamzation should also.take cognizance of ‘the wishua of the: ma,}arity of thc

.
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WO REP EESMTATIV% OF THE OOEIP-EJNIST PAR'I’T

12¢ The Comrmnist Party won 8% of the total votes during the 1979
clections :m the Canary Islaxds. Tha ﬂp_bpreacnta.tlvea of that'Party intinated
that rcla.ticns with Spain werc not of a colamal naturc. Tho:islands wore
charactoristically Spanish and the inhabitants favoured autonony. Howcver,
the status of autonoy would have to be approved by the inhabitants of the
Canary Islands bdbefore being preacnted to the Spanish Ccmgross; 'I‘hey aa.ld
they feared the poseibility ‘of Spain joining NATO becauﬂc of the poasible
establishnent of military bascs in thg.Ca.na.rms. | _' ' '
-kJe  The Conmunist Part;r rapresenta.twca reported that thc populatinn of
the Canaxy Ialanﬂa ‘was nazlc up of paaples of spanish descont a.nd a cro.,a-
breed of Spaniards and thc natives., A1) thc inhabitants of thc Ganarica *
| 31}1:&1: spanigh and 31‘13,1'06. Spam.ah anf' Eh.tropean cu.lturcs. aocorthng to thc
"'Commum.ﬁta tho Canarlea uere not part of the A 1c:m continent and ﬂfr:.ca.n
¢ulture was non-cxigtent on the Jglands, There were higtag;ggl 1inks
betwoen the peoples of th parics and the Saharaﬂum however, the only
hmtorma.l relationshin. tho;r had mth Africa wag ccononmic, The Cmmumat
Partar represf.,ntatlvca @calared that they suppcrted POLISARIO in ite atrugglo

for iundopendence,
W

REPHESM'I‘!LTIVES OF THE “UNION DU PEUPLE DES CANARIIS" ( .P.C.Z SCANRRY

PEOPLE'S UNION ) A COALITION OF THE SHALL POLITICAL PARTIES ON THE ISL&NN

14e  During the 19?9 clootions, the U.PuC, conlition won 11% of the total
votes in the Canary: Islands, Soveral representativos of tho U.P.G. spoke

and declared aolf-determmtwn as their objective, Whon questianed as t0
wha.t thcy ncant by "self-determination®, thoy replied’that they wanted to

be aytononous within Spain and not independencce, ’I‘hey cxplained that tha
Sparish Constitution did not nprovide for the 1nclcpendcncc of the Canary |
Islands, They said the econonic structurc of tho Isla.m;s wWas colnnial' iﬁ
nature and that tho population of the islands suffered from job dzscrimmtion.

They noted that the U.P.C, coalition repreaentcd 3 tnto.l of 60,000 mtgs on
all the Islands. ' _ - A S

15¢ A member of MPAIAC declarcd that his Party wanted the independonce.
thc Canaries and that it fully icdentificd itsclf with Africa, The MPAIAC

repreacntatlva contemied that thorce was represesgsion on’ the Islands and that

certain penple could not express their opinion frocly,. He prescnied a tpczm.nbn
of hig Movonontts T ag o0 The UAU Scerctary-fonoral.

._;..-j
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"?U’RESENTATIVES OF THE I&GU’N& UNI‘IE%SITY
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16. The repreaen%a‘tlves BE “the Uﬁiv@sitr smke*nf the tse*txﬂé-ma-ﬁf thé—- -

ﬁmversmty founded in 1927. They talked about the exchanges* of ; - PTOETaAnnes «-.
bétween the ¥Island's University and certain:Buropean a.nd Amermzm Umversz.tz%s*

Lons &quent ly, Elraﬁet,n s‘cudenta were aent by . thmr Unlveraltmﬁ for courges
+ i.-e- -L.,.. _L :
in ¢ &tranmy. Regardmg p{}ll‘hmal wt:wltzes on the ;slands, the rénrebfen‘taa—

tives of the’ Unlverslt,}' Bmdﬁ *hhey had - %:men 1Gw-r1ceyécla siﬁce ‘thé cha.nge of <’ 0
Governnent in,Spain. . To.their. mn&ﬂ the 1nhabi*tzmts of the Ia}zmdm fenred

_'i:he eccnenm coq_sequeme? of the poam,blhty of Sﬁa.:tn ;}alnm*'thé Buropean

Eccnnnm Cmmumty, 3 decmlon about whwh tHe r}eonle “of the Canariés ghould |

T
.l‘\.‘. L SRt

be consulted,” - o T 7 2 OB A i I 5 e P AR
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REPRESENTATIVES GF' 'IHB" ALIIANCE PDPUMIRE“ "
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17 The Popular Alliance is a conservative Party wh_lch chtained @ﬂ_ﬂf thel

' et ﬂnm o wllilpetn g ® H‘“l‘h‘l“ AR by Bt =

svotes in the Islands, The spokes-nman of this group decla.r&d that hls PM‘W

_“.E

fully 1dent1f‘1ed 1tself wz.th Sp\..m. He however camented on the apeczal
Yo A

features cf the wlands. He noted that the z.nhabﬂz;.m‘m H::s.nted. adnimatratlva
5 cle.cen‘l:rall zation which wonfd not mar the national unity. 'I'h*e n.d.mnmtratwe
Btnut,,ture of each of the.Islands, shculd, be streng‘hhened.. ‘I’he spokesna.n Of

the ".tllllance Popula.lre"l revewled ‘t‘za:t the ].‘JIP&IAC rwvement whlch was oner%tlnp

i ¥

frm abrmd WaR 1n unched.. by Gertmn Afmcan governments to desta‘bllize NA‘I‘O'S
%

mzt'tern 'a!:mg«.-= ‘The "Alliance Populaire" favoured Spain's entry: into NATD. 1.
The . spokesman '1dded that for, poll‘tl.cal rc:'wcms, “the. radlca.l pprtlea were ; _
adaptlng a. ﬂom*twn whwfx mﬁangered the naticmal umty of Spaine M
whether hls v:ua.rt;y would z_ke to co—-cmerate ﬂrlth &fr'a ca, the spakesnan rgullec‘
in the a.ff:.rm::.tlve, addlﬁ:‘" 'E;ha.t }ns Party was for ca-o'}eratu:m eaneelally
' wzth West &frlca, P:Lrtmularly,' in the fleld of m.m.tlnc actlvztles.

3 -. s g y " W ; LR
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REPRESENTATIVES OF .THE cwww OF COMMERCE

. +'_ _‘J'

i
Py .

18. . The . repreﬂentatlvea of the Chanber of Commerce pm.nted cmt tha.t mgr:t,- ‘
cultura.l production on the 3.slands Was nadequate a,nd that tra.r.!e between

the islands was hlghly ae\ralcred. The islands also- exparted agrmul%rn}.
produce to certmn european countries, especially the Um_tad Kingdome The |
representatives Df thc Chamber of Conmerce felt that Spaln* entry into the A
Buropean Bcononmic Cormunlty wmld help increasc the island's exvmrts to
Europe. 'I'hcy added. that Spain na:s.ntalnecl close ccononic relations wlth Ehrc}pwf

Ask&d whether the popula.‘tlon of the islands opted for 3.ndcpendence, the repro-

Wmmm*mwmw .

Lscntatlves of the Chamber of Gmmcrcc rcv*lle:.t that five years ago, thore was

3 feclz.ng far selfﬂdeterm.naﬁlon, hwwer things had chmgcd ever sinccs A

..rescnt they _5:1_1(1, 011

a minority Gf thc pmmlatltm 'a.dvoc'mt:c.n, the indepon-

dence of the Islands,
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LE _PARTINATIONALISTE DES ILES (THE ISTANDS® HATION i.Ise PARTY}
19, The spokesmen of thet party declared thnt tue people of .

the ‘Islands had Spanish and E11r0pean herltage. They peinted out
that the Canary Islands were Spenn.eh in eplte of thelr geographz.cal
proximity with Africa. The 1nhab1tante would. lJ.ke %0 l:we in
pea.ceful co-exletence and in co-operatlnn with Africa., The '
ne.tlonallsts stressed that they wa.nted to mamtam the neutrallty
ef the Islands and were therefore opposed to Spain joining NATO,.

ey decl.e.red that they wan‘t ed au‘l:nnemy within Spain,

#
- h-\'

REPORT ON THE MISSION TO LAS FPALNAS
20, The Secretary-—General and mebere of hls deleget:mn arrlved
in Las Palmas ~“the mornlng o:f.' 7 June 1981. They_, imedlately
began hearing ‘the various repreeentatlvee of the.political parties
e.nd other orgam.zed greups. The first meet:l.ng was held w::.th the
repreeentatlves of the thmipal Councile After the mtroductlons ;
The Secretary-General briefly explained tﬁe pua:'pose of his migsion
organized at the :mv:.tat:.on of the Government of Spain g0 as to
hear the views of the mhabz.tents of the Cenary lslands to their

status and political. future,

2L, The Secretary-General stressed that he had undertaken the
mission without any pre-—concewed idea -and that he wes prepared

to listen te all po:mts of view, The fellowmg greupe repre- '

sented en the Municipal Council made statements,
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AEPRESENTATIVEE .0F THE MUNTON DU_PEUPLE-DES. CANARTISSS . U.P, ¥
CANARY PEORLE'S UNION) . '

s

224 L *Lika the representatwae of this party ct Tenerife, the
UPC repregentative in. Iaa Palmasg. talked about self~defierminafion
“and preferred not, fo mention independence. which wag. not :~.pr.ov:~c1,e,d
=rToriinithe canstltutlon., The UPC reg&*eserxtatlve W&E of ther et
opinion that ‘the Isla.nds had been colonized by: Spa:l.n because of
theiy: strateglc :mecrtance, and that that. dEpendence had - 1mpegied
the . development of the identity of the Canaries. UPC. opted for,

the -ne‘utrality- 0f the: Canary Iala.nda and its rereaentative said

that the Ialanda ahould not be used as platfarm for launc '
: R s ey L : .
?ttacka a__alnat prograsswe African states. The UPG represent-

atzva emphaalzed the neeﬂ to establlsh peace by gettmg rid of

':*olomallam a.nd 1mper1a113m.

- il o &
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FPRESENTATIVE OF THE "PARTI SOCIALISTE" (P.S.0.E:)’
. {THE. SOCTALIST PARTY) . :

iy
"

. I"‘I TR s

£3e
his colleague at Tenerife; namely, to obtain for the Canary 7

The” +epresentative’ of this party took the’ same sténce as

- islands a greater authonomy under the 1977 Spanish copstitution.,
wuch auvtonomy ?_V.B.s_neggssary:e‘sp;epial}y: in the financial, economic
and cultural fields so as to pr?serve the identity of the Cm_r_y
Islands, The representative of the Socialist Party expresseﬁ the
wish that there would be a close oo-—-operatlon between the Islands
and the nez.ghbourln Afr:.can states, partlcuia,rl;y with Western

Sa,n.ara whose Sﬁlf -determlnatlon » he hoped, would be obtamed
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peacefully and quickly so that the fishermen from the Canary

- .
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Islands woild no longer be subjected. to attacka..,
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“IJNION - CENTRE. DEMOCRAT I
SC“‘NTRAL DEMOCRATIC UNION;
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244 -  The representatlve of the UCD . which 1s the rullng party

B R Gy, & g

in Spain said that UCD hagd the maaorlty within the. Munjcipal
Council .and the "Q&BILDQﬁ,g Ewen_ﬁhﬂugh,the Canary'ls%gnds had

" had trade links with Latin&mericaandﬁﬁfrica, their Spanish and
Eurcpean,chdrachefistics céuldﬁnat be denied He went on te say
.that as far as his party was concerned, autanomy simply meant
administrative decentralization, and that whlle the demncrats |
fayoureﬁ-ga—opepatlon_wlth;the'n31ghbcur1§§;5frlcan cquntr§es?

they were totally against seperation of the Islands fromrSpg?Q.

25 The Canary Peoplé's Union was:ﬁo power to reék3n wifh and

the MPﬁIAC’whlch.was advocatlng 1ndepandence was virtuallyinonn

”-HF““' “ ""l‘

existent in the Canary Islands. The representatlve of that
W——_——“"—M - mu'--i

mﬂvement stressed that the Canary had never been colonlzed but

ratherﬁcanquered by the Klng of Spaln,ln.the lBth.cen$ury'and
that the Islands had always been,an.lptegral part of Spaxn. ‘Hven

+hﬂ Unlted.Natlons had.nﬁver conszdered them.as a calanlal

_Lterrltory., i

ot PRTTN |  i conclude this'exchange*of views, the May or df-the Las

~ Palmas pointed out that the- magarlty of the. people. of thE runi -

cipality can51dered the Canary Islands- as-an lntegral part of
!
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Spain a.nd that only a mmerlty of the people was in favour of
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“’“E”TING WITH VARIOUS PARTY’MEMBERS OF THE "JUNTA CAVARIOS" .

’27.._'.; i Inathe” afternoen, the- Secretary—General and members of
‘his delegatlon held a lcmg session at the "CABILDO"™ Headquarters,
dl.;rmg which ma.ny -other representatives were-heard, ‘ Below is ..
the summary of the views eXpresseds s S Ry Rt

: . ‘. .

REPRESENTATIVE OF” THE CANARIES' COMMUNIST PARTY

' _ |’28"}.“ 7 The repFesentative of the Cormmm:i.st Party repeated what

‘his’éblleague had already said: namely that, even though geo-

graphlcally the Canary Iblanﬂs formed ‘part-of Africa, they were
q.zm integral part of Spain from the ethnic,: etonomic and cultural
view points, Consequently; internal pol:r.tlcal problems concerned
m Spaine, The Communi st Pa.rtx f.avoured .autonam fox:ithe
Islands under the lT4;::3.1:1:1.311 eonstltutlon, but“‘thmnhab::tm‘ta of the

lslanda must be conaulted on the issue beforehand. The represent-

a._,tz_ve of the Comnnmlty Party pomted out that the Canary Islands
had always been sub:_;ected ta the hegemonlc powers which controlled
the A’t:la.ntm Ocean, addlng that he understood why the Afrlcan -
cnuntrles were oppc}sed to those powerm His party was therefore
agalnat the use ef the Isla.nds as a NATO base. Only the Spam.sh
forces should be on the Islands, NATO a.nd supranatlonal f‘lrces %

L [
‘ # :-. s & sl g
: [

Bhould not be allowed to stat;on there;

! ? %, e £ Wed ik
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wPARTI DU PAYS CANARIEN" (PARTY OF THE “CANARIAN COUNTRY")

4 MG A

Partido del Eais Canario B
29, H(I.‘h‘*s pa.rty 5 accardlng to. 11;3 repreaentat}yg, came f-_?‘,%?‘?h

e = KRR T S - -'l'-l-- ﬂv-‘l- b “"Hﬂ‘lﬂ' sy "

- m‘ _ _ ‘-‘m; el g ®

in the elec’clans held at La.a Palmas.

Froxlmlty to Afrlca, the Islands formed art afSp&’n- 4 Btaricall

and ptzall.l*!;:-.:3al:‘..yqE During. the Spa.nlsh canqugat, the Islands had no

political structure worthy of the name, The. Eﬁ.x:,t_j,?paax}a had =

YrisN

transferred their culture to the Islands and over the centuries
the inhabitants of those Isla.nds had bec:ame Eurﬁpea.ns, Hip

i

et I o B — .u--p-n--ni--‘-n-.,‘

party.. therefore favoured eoopezﬁtlon w:!.th ne:gh.bourmg atates M
wes_sgaingt the independence of the Canary Islends begause the .
Islands bad no national identity apd there was no speial or .. .

ecopomic basis to justify such.gn independence,

"_UNION DU PEU'.E?LE DES CANARIES._ (BB, ) J ;
Sy i 7 ‘ i s+ Ty e : §1 e . ! 1
30.. The UPC representatlves wera once again heard. ‘I‘hey
"""..-.-.i L ‘-I 7 {
relterated the:s.r party's bellef :m a pollcy of aelf-determlnatlon
L e '~," T 5 =' o SERS ' 11""'? : A T

_ and close econemlc anci cultural co-operatlan w:rbh Afrwa, 'l’he |

. 1‘ Ii '!

pecple of the Canary Islands had becom:.ng gradually aware o

''''''

being undertaken agamst the estahllshment of mllta.ry baaes on '
; %4 i i3 ]S
the Canary Islanda Wthh them cons:.dered a.s maﬁrumanta of
AL A Lp it M 75, 4o EngE e o R Toards vunte
imperialism. The MPalAC waza not mv Lved in the UPO coall ion
§ i ~'§‘ BRIl B v Htondn

in which could ba faunci not c:fnly autonomista t a.lso 8 grour

which favoura,d .independences,
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SOCIALIST PARTY QP.S.D.E. L
Tho The representatiﬁe of the Socialist Party intimated that

his party's views had laready: heen sufficiently:expressed ‘during

i B . r - " w . - s . =
-I_‘:‘.J L ] 0, t .._. ] = ‘!: I ® "“- :
LI L T 't.-r--" i * lvl.."- . W - . .

an earlier intervention, , ' L e ST L

;J‘l‘, (] » "
-r'l-"'J? -

WORKER_UHIGR_S'O‘Tf*”‘
32, : The SOT rapresentatlve, the Mn.nor:l.ty Workers' Assocmtlon

said that the trade un:n,on ;"fn.rmly supirorted the rlght to self-
Um.t

determlnatlon as recognlzed b:,r the Or anlzatlon af Afrlc

and the Unlted Natz,ons s, and stre_aaeg that accordz.ng to the con=
stitution. ._.11_; was illegal t9 advacate;-;nQQPQndﬁnce, - The,, 50T ,
representative. questioned the iinparzb;iality;abf- the administering
authorities which, vini'hia-'-*opini n, had not ;écl"Bqliétely informed

to the SOT representative, the {Islands formed part of Afrlca ’ and

all the parties about the Sechary-General!s visit, 'Aéébr&ing
the Guanches, despite belng the ‘Spanish, “‘Pnrthgﬂieae ‘and’ Britlsh

blood had g legitimate: mght. £0 selfs+determination,
i AR R O o 2o -t RN . SRge-Jur - Wroda i_ : .'

WORKERS' COMMITTEES .- ..

i"33‘: The representat:we of the WOrkerB' Comttees > the second
'largest t;a&e urﬁon of the Isla.nds, declared that the Canar:!.es

i% o g S B :
formed an :Lntegral pa.rt of Spa:m, Heh l;qiwever, added that he

1

was in favour of reg_;p;;a;_ .a%poln__qm}[‘_ .ﬁf_.,:nhg.;_Qrgam.ga_thn of .?{__Q;lc_era'

™

Committees wanted co-operatioﬁ*'with the - neighbouring states and
4
was opposed to Spaln joining 'hhe NATO so as to aveid the danger

that it might constitute for er:.ca.
' |
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_UNION GENERALE BES'TRavAILLEURs (UcﬂxT.)': ¢  :

T .
- ] .h : - 1" L1 . 2
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34, This Union which had uon'35%-nf the votes during the last

trade union electinns is the largest trada ‘union, The UGT

. ¥ )"
. "'il
W*Hm

}_repreaentqtzva daclarad that hlﬂ Organlzatlﬁn_waa afleiataﬁ.to

*-"1-# *-Ii'--r n e

tha General Hankara' Uhiun of Bpain anﬂﬁEurﬂpﬁ. and.that thn UGT _ ‘
. 4 oy
"waa appnaad o 1ndapandenne ainaﬁ the Ganany Ialanda uara pro—

:ifahndly Spanlah ln Qharauter despxte thazr sﬂneraphiaal appur—

. tanance ta.Afrlca- In his view, ‘the part;ag TR R *
independence were in a minority attempting 0 uaa-tha ﬂav'to"iﬁf“'

. portray a bad image of the Canary Islands: -Th&ﬁlﬂlandsﬁérg :
neither historically, cu.lturally noy "ﬁthni;ﬂﬁ}.ly'.ﬂ.fl_‘_inan, but - -

i o
= i

i
5 &

2 B %

INDUS‘I‘HIILL ASSDCMTIDH OF 'I'I-IE GAN};RES

; \ ﬁ-hm“-r“ﬂhm!-m “ﬁm— a3 : . % 2N . :
L] AT I. .t- ‘1: . [ . . l- L ' : " . & e > ~ ® -
™ ¥ . L] ‘

'35+ " Acconrding to the repressntative. of this Association, the - .7

Islands had special gengraphical features which, taken tngether,;

with the fact that the Islands serve a8 a frsa-pnrt anan

--wm « clipie -.g.. n._ H“-n-'il-lti-

_induntrialisatlan.! Tha pupulatlon of the Ialanda, thongh gpnsraphlﬂally
part ofiﬁfrlﬁa, was.Eurnpean and 1ts nultura had bean 80 dnrxng'tha laﬂt
'flVe centurlaa. From tha 1nduatrial pnlnt Qf vzew, 1ndapandenoa naa |

M"""‘"’

" out of the queatlon. Rbnefhalaaa, it mlﬂht be Pﬂﬁﬂiblﬂ te auppnrt
7 a 'demand for economic authnnumy; but te aeparata the Islands from

“-8pain was nut’ 5f the questaon. 3

* = g -- - & F - l‘ - »
:P - . = o N . - . =t " - a i =
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AGRIGUITURAL :ASSOQIRTIEON © --.c0 ;0 o zaf oo oo o v 2
364 The representative of this Assoqiation intimated ‘that

members of the Agricultural Association considered themselves

more Spanish than the. inNabitants. of:certain provincés on the .
mainland; for, they had been attached to Spain before the lagter,

On;y a tiny minbri%y&wanted the independence of the Islandse .

| 3 l. > A r : *.'1 ' .‘ T ‘ - e 3 s I e ~ 5 -
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE =y~ AT o K
3Te The representatives of the .Chamber of Commerce maintained

that the Afpicanity ofithe Canaries. was ‘an artificaliproblem ...

created by.a minority which wanted powere ..The Islands were
W——W

linked te Spain;commercially and cultura11¥: and, even on matiers

W
‘l‘ -
e #
-

0f Independence, they'wauld rather lean.towards Eurﬂpe and

America than towards Africsa, - SRS R R R L 4 s 1

DEMOCRATIC COALITION (Populdr Alliance)-

'33u1"‘ The repreaentatlve af thls coalltlon.r31terated‘what hIB
°eaunterpart had already sald to thﬁ membera of the deiagatlon,'
amely, that the mﬁmhers of hls Drganlsatlen.canaidered the |

Canary Ialanda as an 1ntegral part of Spain, The persxstl

xnterference 1n,thﬁ Spanlsh and Canarian affalra by 317er':

thrﬂugh.her auppart andJmllltary ald to MPAICﬂ as Erea Badio |
af the Canaries would bear Gut, tenﬁed to create an.ént1~Afrlca

_aantlment'whlle the Cﬂalltlﬂn. 1$hed te stre thanbrelationﬁ w1th.
i

Afrzca.' The members of the 355001at10n.were ln favaur-of
SIS TR

autonomy because of the dlstanﬁe geparating the Islands from
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Spain, but that pfoc‘ess gshould aim solely at helpir : to simplify
the administrative procedures and should npt .constitnte g factor
of digintdgratidg Spatm,: o 0L AL L R D g5t

] - " - - - = -
. - - e ¥ '
L] 5 k1 x E w 5 - P T ] - g L] #® . L] . i H & -
. ‘l ® . ® . . i - L LY - .'. £ " L 2 i g o~ ll - '=! . .
o r‘- 7 - - L] F. . s R L rﬂ. - W - . ® o
"

THE NATIONALIST PARTY OF THE CANARIES (P.N,C.) : |

-39y - The representative of ‘the Nationalist Party of ithe ©
Canaries said that hig party drew its power from the 's;.-;'eniah
Canafitution.: Membexrs of the PNG also suppartad :Eull neutralz.ty '

o - Lal my
lll' - -r‘.lw-l-ll‘.m.l-

for the Islands except the preaance of 8penlﬂh“tr‘ﬁ‘apa.
$ iy ARy J g2 s 3% 2 o T Vgt a9 o S LS 5

CONFEDERATION OF WORKERS OF THE CANARIES (C,T,C

40, '+ “The representative of this group expressed his dis=
“‘appointment at the way the meeting was organised. He alleged -
that the ji‘efpi‘eseni:a'tivéa ‘of 'his _groui: ‘were arrested as they were

41, The representatlvea ef the. CTO,wsre of the opinion 3h

O bR § R e e o il

:'E‘she Canary Islanda were haﬁmaly an African cauntry colaniz.ed by

Europeans, geographlcally and eccnomically as well a8 culturally
......._-M LA )
and mlltarl.;.;v. The ma.gratlonatlonal pattera have tenﬂed ta

remforce t.hm premlse,q - The economy waa totally depenﬂent and
the populatmn of the Islandﬁ did net partlclpata in the e

siecmmn-nmaklng prqceaa’ Aecerdmg ta the representativea uf

tha C‘TC autonomy was not the solutwn tc the prohlem becauae
i

| that was merely armthar forr% Gf domnatlon. The nnly Bolutwn |

was decolemsatlcn through ﬁ process of aelf-determmtwn,

l! g ; :, |1‘ : . : -;. Ti.

R s T o P
. ol =




[ & .
a gty P %, e
it S T T D> '
R

PL/DEC/41/52,82
Page 15

R

since it was legally :.mpossible t0 speak of mdependence under

the provisions of the Spansih. Constitution,

GENERAL OBSERV tIDNS_
.The_Canary +Islazid5 are composed ofs . Tener:.fe, Grande

Ganary; lanzarote, Gomera, las:Palmas-and Hierro, i.- S e

ativea, the mhahatantﬁ of the - _ 3lands cs:mslder themselves Spanish.
When the Constitutional Refer dum which ra-established Parlige
mentary Democracy in Spain in 978 was: carried’ out, reaults from

the Ca.nary Islandg revealed that 508,000 J.nbahatants voted far
and 24 000 agalnat,

bl I ol

The Secretary-General wishes to canvay*‘his deep* gratitude
to the Spanish Authorities for the warm hpspitality: extended to
him and to the members of his delegation, The 0AU delegation is
Partlcularly grateful to the Spanish Authorities on the Pem.naula

as well as on the Islands for the excellent facilities placed at
its disposal,

’
Juan Garlns I in his Palace 1n.the aftexnoon of 8 June 1981,
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The Secretary-General wishes 'I:o state :Eormally that hia
‘ﬂlssmn, given the mandate deflned by the Liberation Cemittee

"l Vel e e

and the Council of Ministers, was conducted under éifap"ﬁ?ﬁua B8
conditions, - -Not only did-the .delegation listen to the represent-
avives of all tha political partios, trade um.ona ‘and the active
farcaa on the Islanda, 11; also msisted tha,t even thoge who had
not baen expressedl,v programmed to apeak wera allowed .to alr

their viewa. It was m thla splnt that the Secratary—ﬁanaral-
mamted on hearmg the demonatmtors whc < bad welcomed him

at Tenerife, with shouts of: "long live the oamz" Thy were <
received ae;reral times, The 'Secretary-f}enaral made 11: clear
-right from the start that even indlv1duala who uiahed to meet

him in his hntel could do so and’ Bubmt petltmns an& dacumenta.
useful for the accomplzshmant and succesa of hls msa:.on. 'I'hJ.B
was complied’ with, @ ¢ - v ool & kA

: | o ¥ ‘ - ‘8 .
In short, the contents of this Report are, therefore, as

faithful & reflectmn aa passlble of what waa amd and heard

If'u'f-"'

throughout our Mlsalon.
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