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The SeqfetaryQGéneral left Genevann Friday. 5 June 1981 for' Madrid.

sm. :1 fdot-finding mission on the situation in the Calm Islands. The

cretaIy-Gencral, accompanied by other members of the General Secretariat,

was welcomed at the Naflrid International Airport by Mr. Carlos Robles Piquor,

Secretary of State of tho Spanigh Hiniatryof Foreign Affairs and tarother

’senior officials of that Ministny. '

2. On that same day, the s§crotany-coneral mot tthProsidg tiof the

, $overnment, Mr. ‘Ippoldo CaIVO'Sotoh. The two menldiacusscd mttéi‘a relating

”to the situation in the Canary islands. Prior to their meeting, the ancietary~

Geperal held discussions with the Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr.

V Jose Pedro Perez Llorca. Present at that meeting were theSecretary of State,

the Director—General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as well as senior

officials of that Ministry. Afterwolconmp thoSoorotary~conoral, the

Minister reviewed the situation prevafling on thy: Canary Islands and under-

scored the historical, econbnio, cultural and linguistic links existing '

between the Islands and Spain. The Minister added that tho Islands were an

integral part of Spain although one could £9.91 among. the population some

Liesire for autonom for the: Canaries. 1110 Secretary-gocncralr for hispart,

V infoméd the Minister of the purposeofhis 1111331011..= He said the question

of the Canaries had been discussed nu several occasiofis at the meetings of

tho OAU, homohis mission to the Canary Islands.

:. . Morédvcr, thé Council} of Mi'histera had c1ear1y.decided at most of

its Sessions that the Scorotm‘y—Genoral should 39 to Spain in order {to visit

the Canny Islands for on-the—spot informt1pn and to submit a. detailed

report to theCouncii.

'3; The fol1ow1ng morning; the Secretary-Goneral and members of his

?Sccretaxiatwere. welcomed. at the airport at Santa Cruz do Tenerifc. capital

'of Tenerife, by the Governor of the Island, the Mayor of the City and senior

officials of the local Government. The Secretary of State Mr. Robles and

" the mrcctor-Gcncral in charge of International Organizations at the Ministry

0:" Foreign Affairs, were with the ,OAU delegation until the 0nd of its mission.
. . ; ‘ . * . '4 .-
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4. Soonen his arrival, the Secretary-General proceeded to the Santa.

Cruz acTenaz-ife Tom Hall whereheheld discussions with the Mayor, senior
local Government officials and. regional remesentativeed the political A'
parties in the Tenerife Islah‘d.The Mayor gave a short speech to welcome
theSecretazy—General toSanta Grim (lo Tenerife. I

S." 'lhe Secretary-GenemI later net"with CABIIDO members on the Tenerife
Island at the CABILDO headquarters. The: Governor of the Island, representative
of the political parties on the Island and members} of the loeal government '

were present. 011311.130 is the local govcrmentefthe Island. Several members
of CABILDO whoépok’e said' theCanary Islands were part of Spain and mphaai‘zec‘.
their identity" with Spain. The? said, antrapologicaily, historically arid "
culturally, the peeple ef the Canary Islandis were europeen and that the
Islands werechareétenstmellyat: curoe‘pja'n entity; The speakers added that
for administrativeand ecdnemic- reasons,theywe'reéeclcing regional autonomy
while remaining attaehed teSpain. " . "" ’

'l' 4‘: :1 :"51

6.111 the aftei‘hoonof that same clay,the SecretaJyL-Generalmet at; the
headquarters of CABILDO de Teherife, various representatives'0? the pelitical
parties; representatives ef the Trade Unions and 6f the Chamber of Cemeree.

|
J

WING mm THE REGIONAL Perssmmr, MR.m JULIOWmTHE-m-”

 

PROVINCIAL PRESIDENT. 1mmZENON IMSCARE’NO. OF 'HiE “UNIONDuCENTRE BRIOCRATIQU’E" '
guzcm.)LOWTRAL111150031110mxpwzfm:RULINGpmINspam

i‘

7. ‘Ihe U.C1D. wen 56.5% ofall the votes in the Canaries during the last
elections held in 1979- That Party therefore had 9 seats ef Deputies end10
seats; of Senatorsinthe Spanish Parlmment. ' f:

The two personahtms affirmed that the Canary Islandswere gait of
Spain becausethe peeple of the Islands were of Spanish and. europeen origin,
and that the island.had europ'ean features. The? said thittheir Partywhich
was the 11111111“ Party in spainhad a majority representationin'five eutofthe
seven islands constituting the co‘untry.‘ They addoc‘ thatto enable them have ’
administratWe powers over their affairs, the Island'ssheu'i'd beeone eutenomous
and that the administrativeawentruhmhon should"heeffected(1'sinthe other
.regTib'n's of Spain;Accordi 125 these offih’mla onI'y'a han'dfui 6fipeople 'were
seeking independence who were irectedend fih‘hhe’ed from abroad.
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REPRESENTATIVES 01" m1: "PART!50011115113 OUVRIER5333910.(P. .E.)
(SPANISH 5031111131» WORKERS mm) - ‘unma-mM‘wa

8‘ - During the lastelections held in 1919,: the PSOE won 17% of rtho ' '
total votes in the CanaryIslands. That Party therefore had 3. Seats 0f 2'
Deputies and one Senatorial seat in the- Spanifih Parliament. ' ' -

9. The representatives of the Socialist Party said they wore Spanish,
that the Islands v_erc Spanish in character and :that their peoples identified V
themselves with Spain. 111p)? dalcarod that the populs.tion enjoycd fraction r
of expression, and that during elections, they voted freely- for national
Part1cs just like the rpst of Spain; When they were asked whether they
11311th autonomy or independence; they saidthat they formed .a-n integral
part of Spain but that they.wanted autonomy withinSpain. On ‘ ‘ ,
of the po latijon sought $113 independence 'of the. Isl 8 ‘Tho .Eomlati'oh- 6f
the. cmiesawantoa to livain peaceful" cmuxis-zmcevwith neighbmg-ing:

?Atjt'iganlstates antlwould want .to see its nonoperation $tr.bhgth0nCd"With_'th0
African continegt" . ‘The representatives of the Spoialist Party'wer¢_,.again“‘
Spain joining INA'I'O/Jl‘hey cxgrgaggfi, tbs 3102'c that Ego gestion of Western
Sahargjygggldjbpgsglvcd “319011. ,' _ :.._~_f. _.z r.~i:"*_‘."i 5;” J», ;{. . . .. . ,I’. l' 1......“ “tun”... 1-1 , 1‘ . ‘ '| '

 

   

     

lO.': The representat1ves of the Soc1al1st Party obscrv3d thatdespite the
high degree of industrial; development, there were still economic problems.
Regarding employment opportunities, some inhabitants of the Island felt there
was discrimination in that area and that good gobs were offered to natives
of the mainland. Consequently, that argument was being used against Spain.
The representatives of the Socialist Party po1ntod: out that  those economic
problems were not Spain’s responsibility as an entity but of the Spanish
Government. _ _ , :. ,3 , w 3: * “

.11, ‘_ When asked whether 311 the Parties were 1111:1313ng on theQuestion .of
autonomy, the 803131131: Party representatives replied that their Party was
thinking of a. form of Federation with Spain in the future. One roprcsentativg
stated that since OAU gave attention to a; $33.1111331 ’fioant fatty the   
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12. The Communist Pfirty'won'8% of the total votes during the 1979

elections in theCanary Islands. Th9géprescntat1voa qt that.Pazty intimated

that relations with Spain.wcre not of a colonialnatunc.Iho~1slands:uorc

characteristically Spanish and tho inhabitants favoured autonomy. wacvgr,

the status of autonomy would have to be npprdvéd by tho inhabifdnts of the

Canary Islanda before being presented to the Spanish Congress. They 811$

thqy feared the possibility of Spain joining NIEO'becausq of the péssiblc

establishment of military bases in thg Canaries. V ‘ '

- I3. The Communist Party representatives reported that the population of

the Canary Ialanfla"wns made up of peoples of Spanish descent and a cross-

breed cf Spaniardsand the natives.A11 -thc inhabitants ofthe Canaries E

speak Spaniah and shared Spanish and European cultUros. According to the
M“

, CommunistsI the Canaries were not part of the gggic1n continent and African

culture was nonugxistcnt on the Iglands. There were higtc;;§gl links

between the pee ea of th '08 and the Saharaouia however, the only

historical relationship. they had with Africa was economic. Tho Gonnunist

Party.representatives geolared that thqy supported POIISARIO in its struggle

for independence.
W

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE "UNION_DU PEOPLE DES CANARIES"F!P.0.2sCANARY

PEOPLE'S UNION! A COALITION OF THE SHALL POLITICAL PARTIES ON THE .;SIANDS

 

   

 

14. During the 1979 elections, the U.P.C. coalition.won 11% of the total
votes in the Canary Islands. Several representatives of the H.?.C. spake

and declared selfkdetermination as their objective. When questioned as to

whatthey meant uy "self-determination", thqy- replied that' they wanted to

be aqtonanoua within Spain and not independence. They explained that the

Spanish Constitution did not provide for the independence of the Canary

Islands. They said the economic structure of the Islands was colonial in

nature and that the population of the islands suffered from job discrimination.

They noted that the H.?.O, ceaIition represented a total of 60,000 voteson

all the Islands. ‘ ~ . :.m

15. A meuhcr of MPAIAC declared that -his Party wanted the indc ad ISo

the Canaries and that it fully intentified itself with Africa. The MPAIAC#“MMW

representative contended that there was rcprosossion on the Islands and'that

certain penplc could nut express their opinion freely. He presented a specimen

of his c?cnon ’3 f ag o ocrctaryhfionoral.
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WFERESENTATIVES OF THE1AGUNA UNIVERSIEE
A ‘ '.A "_

35.“('Ehe répreseniat1vesoffihe Ufiiversity'spakemofthéEE$1v1étes~of tEE»~g.

UniVerSityfounaed in 1927.Théy talked about the éxohangee of_progranmes ~,.

bathGH the.!sland'a.Un1vevs1ty andcertain-Ehrcpean and AmericanUnzvers1t13s.

  

vflonsequently,_Enr_opean students were sent by_the1r Un1vers1t1es for courses
. 1; .L L :l
in astronomy. Regarding political activitiés on th_egslunds, therénrebentan

tives of theUniversity SaiEPthy hadkeen10w~quéésihce théchange of E

Government in Spain..Totheirm1n&,wthe inhabitants. 9f the Islands fenrgd I

ihe economic coqsequencesof the possibility of Srain joinin~the European

Ebonomic Commun1ty,i a dec1szon abdut whichthe peonleof the Canariés shoulfl

beconsulted. ' '
A

3 .1 i..-‘. . A .' 1'

.1 5 '.~ :r

REPRESWTATIVES OF THE"‘1ngPOPULAIRE" 1.9. (POE)LARAWon)

:7. The Popular Alliance is a conservatiyeParty'wh1gqmggyggned,§§Lg§fifhglfl

anvotes in the Islands. The Spokes—man of this group declareé that his Party

fulLy iden§1f1ed itself with Spain. He however commented on the special

features of éheislands. He note& that thé 1nhab1tanfis wantéfl adminaatratlve

”Edecentral1zation which'would ngt mar the nat.iona1 unity. Th3 ndm1n1atnat1ve..

stnucture of eaqh ofthe Islands should_ be strengthened. The spokesmanof :1

the "Alllance Populaire" revealed that the MPAIAC movement wh1cfi was operating

nycm abroad was ldunchéd by certain African governments to destabilize NATO'S

Egutharn w-ing.-The "Alliance Populaire" favoured Spain’s entryinto HA . .t

Thespokesman added that forpolitical-reasons,the radical pprtieswere _>'

adopt1ng a pos1tion_wh1ch endangered the national unity of Spain. Asked
51 . !””'".

whether his warty would like to co—operate WithAfrica; the spokéSman' rapliéé
  

in the affirmative, adding that his Party was for§e~oper1t1dn1eapeq1ally

'*with West Africa, particgiarEy, in the figlghpfmmngEEQQ activities.
     

. , ‘u I i .
-.-.J , J .‘ .-_|

mmmmwwms 01;g; cmmgn 0F CDPMHCE , _ ‘_

  

18. The.representatives of the Chamber of Commerce pointed out that agr1~ ‘

cultural produot1on on the islands was inadequate and that trade between

$he islands was highiy developed. Theislands alsoexportedagr1cul€hrml

produce to certain european countries, especially the united Kingdcm. Tho,

zepresentatives of the Chamber of Commerce felt +hat Spain‘s entry into the a

European Ebonomic Cofimunity would help igcrease the island's exports ts

Europe. They added that Spain maintained close economic relations with Ehrope.z

Asked whether the population of the islands opted for independence, the repro-

WM.mm was
a feeling for self~éetcrn1n1+1on, hOWchr i ‘ had changed ever since. Afi  

 

present thqy 811d, on;z a minoritv  of'tho population advocatin.fi the indepen—
”WWW

@cncc of the Islands.
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LE PARTINATIONALISTE DES ILES (THE ISLANDS' NATIONQusePARTY)“

19. The spokesmen of that party declared that the peepieof

theIslands hed Spanish and European heritage. They-pointed out

that the Canary Islands were Spanieh inepite of their geographlcal

proximity with Africa. The inhabitants weuld like to l1ve. in

peaceful co—exietence and'in co-eperatinn with.Africa. The

nationa11sts_ stressed that they wanted to maintain the neutral1ty

of the Islands and were therefore opposed to Spain joining NATO.

Theydeclered that they wanted autonomy w1thin Spain.

“.1

REPORT ON THE MISSION TO LAS-PALMAS

20; The Seeretary-General and mehere of his deleget1on arrived

in Las Palmas in the morning of 7 June 1981. They immediately 1

began hearing the various repreeentativee of the political parties

and other organized groups. The first meeting was held w1th the

representatives of the municipal Council.. After the introduct1ens,

the Secretary-General briefly explained the purpose of his missien.

organized at the invitation af thel Government ef Spain 50 as to

hearthe views of the inhabitante of the Canary Islands to their

status and political future.

21. The Secretary—Generel stressed that he had undertaken the

miss1on without anyprevconceived idea ~and that heweeprepared

to listen to all points of view. The following grouge repre-

sented en the municipal Council made statements.

 



i 2:; \ 4,]: ‘
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C
O

1;CANARY PEOPLE‘S mxomL

22r‘imch the fieprésentativag of. this party at menariie, the
UPClrepraéentativeiinfilés.Palmg§i§aiked about selfiwdefifirminafiion

Sand preferred.not2tomgntign indegegdencejwhigh waaxnotmprVided

Lfor‘in:the_.const1tut10n,.The UPC.representat1ve wasofthertq

opinion thattheIslands hadbeen- colonized by-.,Spa1nbecause of.

their strategic impdrtance, andthat thatdependence had impefied

the.development of the identity of:the Canariesd EEE;SEE§§4£9L

 

attacks a alnst progresslve African states.' The UPC represent-
  

ative emph831zed the need to establish peace by gettlng rid of

colonialismand1mper1allam.

RERESEMATIVEEBF'THE "@3313: SOCIALISTEW
«(mm SOCIALIST:PARTXZ= . - r. t 1:5: --'-
  

23. TEEQEehresehtéti§e26f this party ¥bok‘thé same affifibe5és

his colleague at Tenarife;'name;y, to obtain for the Canaiy“aq' ..Islands a.greater;aufiho§pmyLynggrrfihg $977 Spanésh copstitutiyn.

,Such autonomy was negessaryhespecially_in the financial, economic

and cultural fields soas to prgservethe laentltyof the Canary
‘11:)

Islands. The representative ofithe Socialist Party expressed the

wish that there would be a close co~operation between the Islands
WW

and the neighbourin African states, particularly with Western

Sahara whose self~determination, he hoped, would be obtained
”WW
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peacefully and quickly so that the fishermen from the Canary

IsianéflQBldn9longng_h9sub3ectedfi9I aFFacks..,I __1
r.+....».'-—-'~ .. .W----A~ ”who...”

'\--5‘ ~ 'J‘“ ” WII-
.1.-

~—‘muw... . .. .

“UNION CENTRE. DEMOCRATI UE'

SCENTRAL DEMOCRATICIUNIONIF
FII .. “:1." IF‘

  
L I

«24,p_ ; The representat1veofth9 UCDwhich is the rulingparty
....~...., _ ,

in Spain said that UCDIhad the ,ma3ority within Fhe Muq1c1pal

Council.and_th9 "CABILDQ";3 Even Fhough the Canary IsIgnds had

Khaé.jrade links with Latin America and Africa, their Spanish and

European characherisF1cschuld.not be denied. He went on tc say

nthat as far as his party 939 Concerned, autonomy simply @99nt:

administrat1ye decentralization, and thaF whileIFhe democrats

favourefi'co-opehation with_the neighbouriggIAfrican c9untr1esF

Fhey,werq¢FpFally against separation of the_ISlands from 5991n.

25. The Canary Peoplé's Union was he power to rebkén'wifh and

the MPAIAC Which was advocating independence was virtually non-
W

m..~--.4-4 Mm

existent 1n Fhé CanaryIslands. The representat1veofthat
W

vu -~v~-~'-- nurl

movem9nt sIFressed that Fh9 Canary had never been colonized buF

 

ratherconquered byI Fh9 King of SpainI in the lSFh cenFury and

FIhaF th9I IIslands had always been an intggral part of Spain. Even

Fh9 UniFed Nati9ns had never considered them as a coIlon1aI

.Ffierritory.~,

‘26. ~* To conclude this exchange of Views, the Mayor 9f-Fhe Las’

Palmas pointed out that themajority of the- people of the muni-

cipality considered the Canary Islandsas. an intégral part of

L
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Spain and tSat onlyaminority of the people was in favour of
Separation. . . .' . ..... ...- "Neg... .. ... ....' . .. .. . 1.1.1.1.... -~....Z.'.--»~':u .-...-......'_;€,"... ..‘..‘........ ,.;_.-. M“j“. .,.,;u“___m. ._

..‘.,. :1 “ML -.«.-~n.----.... I.'.' ”ma‘ tu‘ ..

MEETING WITH VARIOUS PARTY’MEMBERS OF THE "JUNTA ’CAWARIOS" . .‘
W

 

27§;; ' mthe afterneen, the Secretary—General and members of

‘hiS fielegatien helfi a long seSsion at the "CABILDO" Haadquarters,

during which many other repreSentativeS werewheard.~LBelowis I'

_the summary of the views ekpressed; “' =” " V 1;» ‘””J"

REPRESESTATIVE‘OF‘ THE CANARIESI=COMNIST PARTY w» ='r”MW”.

281' 1% TherepreSentat1ve Of the COmmuniSt Party repeated what
hiS cblleague had already Said; namely that, even thoqu- geo-

graphical1y'the Canary ISlands formed part e'f Africa they Were,“~**~___-____~_______“v__~_________fl___f_______.—AL_____~—d~—-
an integral part of Spain from the ethnic,*ehonomic and cultural

 

view points. Consequently; internal political problems .coneernedM

exclusively _Spain. The Communist Party. flavoured autonomy £9£~th9
Islands under the Spanish eonstitutien,‘ but“the*1nhab1tants ofthe

lslandé muSt be consulted on the issue beforehand. The represent~

Stiveofthe Cemmunity PSrty pointed but thatthe Canary IS1anae

had alwayS been subjeeted t6 the hegemonic powerS which controlled

the Atlant1c Ocean, adding that he understood why the Afr1can I

countries were opposed to thoSe powerS¢ His party was therefore

against the use of the IsiandS as a NATO base. Only the SpaniSh

forceS Shou1d be on the Isiands; NATO and Sunranational ifircee
d . I, r. 1'.Should not be e110wedto stat1on there;

I .. . ,qu .. (.5. .E - I ! ‘
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"PARPI DUPAYSCANARIEN" iPARPY0F PBE "CANARIANCOUWPW

gPartido del Pais Canariaz

29. ”Phis party, according to'itsrepresentatlve, came fourth
cum:~-~:—mA...»

  

monk.-_ .5- .H m“..- H.-.“0...; n -v m ”a:mmwM—m

in the electlons hgld._at Las Palmas.:j f

proximityto Africa, the Islands formed

 

   
and polltlcally. During thespanishconqugat, theIslands had n9

;~*"-—"‘"——”"” .
political structure worthy of the nawe, Phe Eurppeana had ,"‘;;

transferred their culture to the Islands and ever the centuries

the inhabitants of those Islandshad becomeEuropeans, :Hia

 

m..5....—~..--

party therefore favcured coopef3%1on withneighbourlngstates 353

waegagainat.the indepepggnceagfEthe,Canary.lslanfiglb§§gu§g tpqmfl{

 

Islwds hadUOnfiwm ééerétifiy ~ared.;;¥hegr6 ??SJP 379°15£°F ;_

89015108139259815479.3u?.?‘i,fY:-§u.?h“§¥‘ mefiefléewem ;

   
"UNION DU. PEUPLE VDES; CANARIES (U.P.C.}\ ,3 .£j_1: uj‘qbu.;qv

THE U NARY PEOPLE'S UNION ”' '
. V : . ; l’ {m . "“f _; : 2.. - .,.:_‘ .. , ' _"_

30. PheUPUrepresentatives were uncle again heard.They
arr:1..:.-_-£:";

i

relterated thelrparty's beliéf in a policyofself—determlnatlen
1: i! L’ « -ir_-—‘= 1

_and closeeconomic ané cultural co—operatlon Wlth Afrloa. Phe ‘

peopleof the Canary Islands had becoming gradually awareo   
their Afrlcanorign, the alberatlon struggle and the measuresL

beingundertaken agalnst the establishment of milltary baseson I
5:i/L. _»

the Canary Islands which theyiconsxdered aslustrumentsof

., 3r: 1 . .a «‘4‘? 13.3; {.13. E:i:-".5‘,.fv"

imperialism. Phe MPAIACwas not inv ‘

in which could bé found not only autonomistsbut also a ‘"¢u”

which favoured independence.?
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SOCIALIST PARTY §P.s.o,E.z
31. The representative of the_Socialiat Party intimated that

his party's views had lareadiabEEn”éfifificientlyiekpreseedEduring
-..‘,._ : . ,.. .1..." 1 . . . . .».—.‘ '._

:-..I... 1-. "J”: 2:. 0.5. .. “3.. _.an earlier intervention, . ' g1111-w~M“‘ .u,-u1

.2 1 .-

.~J1-».

WORKER _UN1¢N .S'O‘Tf*h‘*’ n+;a»;~n   
32. L The SOT representat1ve,theMinorlty Workers' Assoeiation

said that the trade finlon;f1rmlysupiorted theright toself-

  

 

determ1nat1on.as iecogn1zedby the 61anlzatlonof Afric

and the United Nations,and stresseg that accord1ng to the conp
W

stitution it was illegal te advocate,;ndependence,.3Theuspmgl

representative.questioned the impartiality of-the administering

authorities whichgvinfhismopini'n,5hafl not edequetely informEE

Islands formed part of Africa. and

all the parties about the Seer tary-Generalls visit. 'Aééerhing

to the SOT representative, the?

the Guanches, despite being theSpanish,grorthgueseand British

bloodnhaflua.legitimate1right.to selfgdetermination.

.1, .43. .:‘ .31. ,-‘ I, ‘- ;' I .,,:, .. ‘ '.'

WORKERS'.COMMITTEES;~AAT

'33J'g' The representat1ve ofthe Workers'Comm1ttees,the second

largestthedeunionof theIslands,declaredthatthe Ganarlea
. 1,.,.

formed en 1ntegralpart of Spa1nHe,hewever,added thathe

was 1p favour of.reg10pal_agtonomw.r TheOrgan1aat1on of.Workers'

Committees wanted co-operation with. theuneighbouring states and

was opposed to Spain joining the NATO so as to avoid the danger

that it might constitute for Africa.

‘ i

 



 

PW.R._,M
__ :13 ~...._," _

1 . I1-, . I K .. -. .‘.. ‘
u' .1 13 '. , .1; ._ t 1‘. _‘

‘_ UNION GERE’RALEDES TRAVAILLEURS (u.c.'r.)_ g_ 1,.

 

34. This Uhion which had wan'35% of the votes during the last

trada union elections is the largest trade union. The 002- ~u
Monm- ¢3M-u'i~--- “4-1-0“

}_ representqt1ve declared that his Organ1zat1on was afleiatefi to i_

the General Workera' Dhion of Spain and Europe. and that ltha HGT
‘J '. .. .

 

way Opposed tn independence since the Canary Islands Here PTO“

f-fohndlySpanish in character despite their geographical appuT~ ‘
"tanahoe to Africa. In his view, "the partiefi thatwanted - ii

independence wera in a3minority attempting to usethe QAU to ’iJV’i"

. portray a bad image.ofrtha Canary Islands; {Theulslands Téra '

nfiifihsn'historipally, culturally nor ethniTAIIy'Afrinan, but ‘2;

. Euxpgagn. ‘1‘ -: ..é
I v Al.

INDUSTRIAL ASSOCIATIONOF THE CANARIES; . p—Ifi—v—f—U—TV-u—hm—m ”—1.”—
1. .I. . . . I

  

'35» ' Accnrdingftd tha'repreaentative.¢f this Association, tha 51k?

Islands had special geographical features which. taken togather .

with the fact that the Islands serve as a frea~pth _§ggoy. *‘;&__;

industrialisatlon.lThe population of tbs Islands, Though gposraphioalli

paTt of AfTica, was European and .its oultuTe had been so dnTing tbs last

five centuries. From the 1ndustrial point of view, indspandenoa was '

” nut of the question.Ronefheleaa,itmight be possibla to support

; a demand far eonnofiio authnnomy; but to separatethe Isiands from

9Spainwas nut' bf‘tha Questidn.

'; “- :m "1* -’ ¢ ; .Lq;0aun*3  
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I .. Li. .L. . -, " 2.2.33. . . ' “1‘; '3? l ' , L ‘ ' ’ .1. 1.1.: “

-;_AGRIGULTURA£ i-ASSOGIA-TIONijg .- _. ,g :5‘ g g " .;:. .~:{

35; The representative of this Associabiqn Intimated that;

members of the Agricultural Associafion considered themselves

mare Spanish than~$he~ifihahiién$$wofifiéeniaianrpuifiaéé§ongfihé£;

mainIgnI; Ion, thgg~had been attachgd to Spain bafqre the 1a§ter.

OnIy a tiny minbrifiy§wanted the indefiendenqa of.fihe;lslanda.gl

b- g I; :2 g‘ . i 1: ‘ -:p5=:~ w; §:‘a=:.h~~

37. The representatives of'the Chamber of Commerce maintained.. , _ ,

that the AfricénityfidIfithe Cénarieshwgs fin artifiicalfibrcbié354;

Created:by a minoritx.which wanted power. :Ihe Islands were

linked ta Spaingcommercially and culturally; and,_even an matters

:of independence, they would rather lean towards Euque and rtfi~

America than towards Africa. 6 (A. = ~-.;_;~ f“ ufiivfi;

BEMOCRAIIO mammxou groguar Alliance)“-

I3§.Ai.; The representative OI this coalition relteratedwhat his

‘eounterpart had already saiI to  themembers oI the deiegatlon,'

namely, that the members OI hls Organlsatlonconsideredthe ‘

CanaryIslands asan Integral part oI Spain. Ihe paramst

infierference inthe Spanish anI Canarlan aIfaira by A1er , A
W.

' .

through her support anI military aid to MPAIGA as FreeRadio
   

of thé Canaries would hear cut,ténded to create an AntluAIrlca
   

 

  
   

sentiment while the coalition ishedto stre‘  thanrelations with

Africa.' The membersof the A53001at10nwere inIavour OI
W

autonomy because of thé distanée separating the Islands from
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Spain, but that piecess should aim solely at helpix; to simplify

the administrative proceéures and shouléghniwgfinSQiQnieiauiéfitflr

0f disixfitégratizig Spain" . ,- - 'I m: ; _ . IIII .7. I _: .

u ' '.:‘~. .“ , '. ’ .- -: g 1.; .w'

THE NATIONALIST.PART OF THE CANARIES PeN G  

‘39; ~ 'VThe‘repreSentative Of the Nationalist Party ofithe‘3fl

Canaries said that hid party erW'its fifiw9r‘framfifihe‘sfianishf .

Consfiitution.‘ Mbmbera of the PRC also supported full neutIrality

. ...w».....

for the Islands except the presence of Spanifih”tf50p5.f,

" :. ' t..‘11l..' 1 ‘. -'-,“ t’ ‘9' .Q C j” '. '.-" :T' ' :-

THE CGNFEDERATIONJOF goRKERs a? THE CANARIES gc.T:c,2h

4o. -;,nmhe répreséfitative‘éf this grddfi exfizésaéd his dia—"‘”

”‘appointment at the way the mgeting was diganiaedL” He'allegédi

that ffia fepresenfiativés‘of'hisIgrcfifi‘wbre'arrested as they wére

trying to-present their pointsIof viewga . 5- . ~s;

 

Europeans, geographlcally and economically as well asIculturally
M

and m111tar1Qy. The mlgratlonatlonal pattera  have tended t0

reianorce this Ipremisen} The ecanomyIwas totally dependent and

the population of _the Islanfis Idid not particigate in the “w-%

deemslanumaklng process. AcIcording tq the repreSentativesof

the ICTC rautonomy was npt thQ solutionIto tha problem becIause
?

. thatIIwas Imerely Ianother Qorg0Qdamlnatlon. The Ionly solutionI

was decolonlsatlon through i.proIcessI Iof self-determlnatlon,

:-
v g I.

i!

' ""1 :r“~.. ." rm"

 

 

 

 



-> g k ' . ‘.-',-'-..H ‘.. ..._,. WM.. ~¢~_&'fu;.«.~. ‘A .
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since it was legélly’impossible to speak of independence under
the pxovisions of the Spahaih-Constitutiona

GENERAL OBSERVQTIONS q“ __ 5 _ ‘b

,TheOanary 13st are cnmpased'of: .menerife, Gi-‘afidé

9W?” Ianzarotel Genera, Lasfl’almaai-and Hierro. ~~--' F" ’~ “5:5 ‘

: Thepopulation is about oneandahalfmillion (1.5 Q.)

 

    Whag tbs Conatitutional Refer duQ which ranestablishedsrariia-:
mentary Democracy in Spain in 978 was.carried but, results from
the Canary Islands revealed that 508,000 inhabitants voted  for
and 24,000 against.

him and to the members of his delegation. The OAU delegation is
particularly grateful to the Spanish Authorities on the Peninsula
as well as on the Islaan for the excellent faci;itiea placed at
its disposal.

3

At the end of the Misaidn, the Secretary—General and
members of his delegation were fleceived by His Excellency King
Juan Carlos I in his Palace in the afternoon of 8 June 1981-
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The Secretary—Géneral wishesto state fermally that hie

Mission, given the mandate defined by the Liberation Committee

an& the Council of Ministers, was conductedunderéfiESEEEBuEHT“
conditions. «Not only did the delegation iieten to the represent~

etivee of all the political parties, trade unions and'thé active

forces on the Islands, it also ineietedthat even those who had

not been expressedly programmedto speak were eIIQWed 33t.o air

their viewe. It was in_ thie spirit that the Secretarthenerel-

insisted on hearing the demonstrators who, had welcomed him

at Tenerife, with shouts of: "long live the oauxzn Thy were

~fieceived eeeeral-timee; The Seeretary-GefiErai maéeiit clear
~right from the etert that even individuals who niehed to meet

him in his hotel could a0 30 andeubmit pet1t1ons and documents
useful for theaccomplishment and success of his mieeion.Whis
was complied with.- ‘5;" ‘V " ':5‘ I u “ {m

."r:‘=—'. ":15; '3, '3 3:31;": .

In short, the contents of this Report are, therefore, as
-faith£ul a reflection ae poes1ble ofwhat was.eaid and heard

throughout our Mission,ji*' -" - go»
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