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The following statement was prepared

by Chief Albert J., Lutuli, Pregident-
Q neral of the African Natlonal Cong=

regss ( banned in South Africa ), and
is being issued on his instructions.
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The sentences of life imprisonment that havebeen pronounced
on NELSON MANDELA, WALTER SISULU, DENNIS COLDBERG, GOVAN
MBEKI, AHMED MOHAMED KATHRADA, RAYMOND MHLABA, ELIAS MOTSOA-

TEDI and ANDREW MLANGENI in the Rivonia Trisl in Pretoria
are a sentence of death on peace in South Africa,

Over the long years these leaders advocated a policy of
racial co-operation, of goodwill, and of peaceful struggle
that made the South African 11berat10n.movement one of the
most ethical and responsible of our times. In the face of
the most bitter racial persecution, they resolutely set them-
selves against racialism. In the face of continued provoca-
tion, they consistently chose the path of reason,

The African National Congress, with allied organisations,
sought every possible means of redress for intolerable
conditions, and held constantly to a policy of using mili-
tant, non-violent means of struggle. Thelir common aim was
to create a South Africa in which all South Africans would
live and work together as fellow-citizens, enjoying equal
rights without discrimination on grounds of race, colour

Oor creed.,

To this end, they used every accepted method: propoganda,
public meetings and rasllies, petitions, stay-at-home
strikes, appeals, boycotts. S0 carefully did they educate
the people that in the four-year-long Treason Trial, one
' police witness after another voluntarily testified to this
emphasis on non-violent methods of struggle in all aspects
of their activities.
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But finally all avenues ol resistance were closed. The
rfrican National Congress and other organisatlions were
nade illegal; their leaders jailed, exiled Or forced
underground . The Government sharpened its oppression of
the people of South Africa, using 1tTs a1l-White parliament
23 the vehicle for making mprepression legal, and vtilli-"
sing every weapon of this highly industrialised and
modern state to enforce that "legality". The stage was
reached where a white spokesman for the disenfranchised
Africans was regarded by the Covernment as a traitor, In
~ddition, sporadic sets of uncontrolled violence Were in-
creasing throughout the country. At first 1in one€ place
then in another, there werIe spontaneous eruptlions acainst
intolerable conditions; many of these acts increasingly
~agumed a racial character.

"he African National Congress never sbandoned its metvhod
of a militant, non-violent struggle, and of creating in
the mrocess a spirit of militancy in the people. However,
in the face of uncompromising White refusal to abancon

a policy which denies the African and other oppressed
South Africans their rightful heritage - freedom - 1O ONE

c-nn blame brave and Just men for seeking justice by uhe
use of violent methodsj; nor could they be blamed ifi they

tried to create an organised force in order ultimately TO
establish peace =rd racial harmony.

For this, they are sentenced to be shut away for long yeals
in the brutal and degrallng prisons of South Africa. With
+hem will be interned this country's hopes for racial co-~-
oneration. They <ill leave a vacuum 1n leadership thatv
may only be [illed by bitter hate and racial strife.

They represent the highest in morallity and ethics in the
South African political struggle; this morality and ethics.
has been sentenced TO an imprisonment 1t may never SUrvive.
Their policies are in sccordance with the deepest inter=-
national principles ol protherhood and humanlity; without®
their leadership, brotherhood and humanlty may be blasted
out of existence in South Africa for long decades TO cOl€.
They believe profoundly 1n jucstice and reason; when they
-re locked away, Jjustice and reason will have depaxrted

from the South African SCENC.

This is an sppeal to save these men, not merely as in=-
dividuals, but for what they stand for. In the name

of justice, of hope, of truth and of peace, 1 apopeal To

Jouth Africa's strongest allies, Britain and America.

Tn the name of what we have come to believe Britain and
imerica stand for, I appeal TO these two powerful countries
to tske decisive action for full-scale sanctions thet
would precipitate the end of the hateful system of anartheid.,

cv:. rywhere, TO organisaetions and institutions in every land
-nd 8t every level, to act now to impose such sanctlons on
douth Africa as will bring sbout the vital and neccssarly
chenge, and averv what can become the createst Africzan

tragedy of our Times.
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