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The following statement was prepared

byCWf 1223; W-
Genegg; 9fthe Afzicah National Qggg-
regs ( banned in South Africa ), and
is being issued on his instructions.

*********************

The sentences of life imprisonment that harebeen pronounced
on NELSON MANDELA, WALTER SISULU, DENNIS GOLDBERG, GOVAN
MBEKI AHMED MOHAMED KATHRADA, RAYMOND MHLABA, ELIAS MOTSOA-

LEDI and ANDREW MLANGENI in the Rivonia Trial in Pretoria
are a sentence of death on peace in South Africa.

Over the long years these leaders advocated a policy of
racial co-operation, of goodwill, and of peaceful struggle
that made the South African liberation movement one of the
most ethical and responsible of our times. In the face of
the most bitter racial persecution, they resolutely set them-
selves against racialism. In the face of continued provoca-
tion, they consistently chose the path of reason.

The African National Congress, with allied organisations,
sought every possible means of redress for intolerable
conditions, and held constantly to a policy of using mili-
tant, non-violent means of struggle. Their common aim was
to create a South Africa in which all South Africans would
live and work together as fellow-citizens, enjoying equal
rights without discrimination on grounds of race, colour
or creed.

To this end, they used every accepted method: propoganda,
public meetings and rallies, petitions, stay-at-home
strikes, appeals, boycotts. So carefully did they educate
the people that in the four-year-long Treason Trial, one
'police witness after another voluntarily testified to this
emphasis on non-violent methods of struggle in all aspects
of their activities.
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But finally all avenues of resiStance were closed. The

African National Congress and other organisations were

made illegal; their leaders jailed, exiled or forced

undergrouni. The Government sharpened its opgression of

the people of South Africa, using its all-White parliament

as the vehicle for making nprepression legal, and utili-'

sing every weapon of this highly industrialised and

modern state to enforce that ”legality". The stage was

reached where a white spokesman for the disenfranchised

Africans was regarded by the Government as a traitor. In

aoldition, sporadic acts of uncontrolled violence were in—

creasing throughout the country. At first in one place

then in another, there were spontaneous eruptions against

intolerable conditions; many of these acts increasingly

assumed a racial character.

The African National Congress never abandoned its method

of a militant, non—violent struggle, and of creating in

the process a spirit of militancy in the people. However,

in the face of uncompromising White refusal to abandon

a policy which denies the African and other oppressed

South Africans their rightful heritage — freedom — no one

can blame brave and just men for seeking justice by the
A

use of Violent methods; nor could they be blamed i1 they

tried to create an organised force in order ultimately to

establish peace and racial harmony.

For this, they are sentenced to be shut away for long years

in the brutal and degrading prisons of South Africa. With

them will be interned this country's hopes for racial co—

operation. They will leave a vacuum in leadership that

may only be filled by bitter hate and racial strife.

They represent the highest in morality and ethics in the

South African political struggle; this morality and ethics.

has been sentenced to an imprisonment it may never survive.

Their policies are in accordance with the deepest inter—

national principles of brotherhood and humanity; without

their leadership, brotherhood and humanity may be blasted

out of existence in South Africa for long decades to come.

They believe profoundly in justice and reason; when they

are locked away, justice and reason will have departed

from the South African scene.

This is an appeal to save these men, not merely as in-

dividuals, but for what they stand for. In the name

of justice, of hope, of truth and of peace, I apgeal to

South Africa‘s strongest allies, Britain and America.

In the name of what we have come to believe Britain and

America stand for, I appeal to these two powerful countries

to take decisive action for full—scale sanctions that .

would precipitate the end of the hateful system of ayartheid.

I a peal to all governments throughout the world, to people

eVirywhere, to organisations and institutions in every land

and at every level, to act now to impose such sanctions on

South Africa as will bring about the vital and necessary

change, and avert what can become the greatest African

tragedy of our times.
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