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VIPf come to this coun- senator reports that the only

i ensibly to gauge feel- people who oppose disinvest-
{ogs on disinvestment, Sena-  pom are white businessmen,
tor Edward Kennedy could Forgotten, it seems, are Chief
?raarldly ilrﬁve lgxsse;i tthfle ]gg'"' - Buthelezi, black business
* pan PoOINt made at the Dur- leaders and the findings of at
‘ban ,pra_t{ e breakfast by least one respected surve to
Chief Buthelezi, leader of the east ¢ Peg il

country’s largest nationa]  the contrary. It appears that
oup, that not only the Zulys when it comes to getting his
ut most ordinary working  facts straight Teddy Kennedy
blacks oppose disinvestment, has not improved much with
Having returned home the age.
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enthusiasm for visit
[ The Black Press .. by JANE STRACHAN _

THE senior senator
from Massachusetts
was received as .
news subject by South

° Africa’s black Press

nearly as enthusiasti-

- cally as Mary Jo Ko-

pechne would have
greeted a lifejacket at
Chappaquiddick.

. And almost all was

‘vehemently positive:
' City Press came out

with a souvenir supple-
ment “Kennedy in SA”,
veteran journalist
Percy Qoboza exhorted
the American to “ride
on, brother, ride on”,
Natal’s Ilanga suggest-

‘ed that his strong criti-

cism of the South Afri-
ca situation would
bring about real and
meaningful change,
and the Sowetan devot-

. ed two leaders to the

visitor, attacking those
who shouted “go home
Yank”.

Qoboza, writing in
his City Press column
“Percy’s Itch”, has per-
haps over-estimated
Senator Edward Ken-
nedy’s power and popu-
larity back home: “Our
fate may hinge on
what Kennedy: tells
US”, he heads his com-
ment, stating his belief
that in 1988 the United
States will elect this
man President.

However, he also
comments on the sharp
political divisions with-
in the black communi-
ty which have been
highlighted by Teddy’s
trip.

Azapo supporters
may find that their
demonstrations were
the biggest error of

judgment the organisa-

tion has ever made, he
writes.

“Indeed, for the first
time, Azapo got maxi-

mum favourable pub- -

licity on SABC radio
and television — even
getting guarded acco-
lades from Current Af-
fairs and the Citizen.”
Which surely says
more about the double
standards and hypocri-
sy of some sections of
the media than about
Azapo’s politics.

Care has been taken
to distance Kennedy’s
hosts Bishop Desmond
Tutu and Rev Allan
Boesak from the con-

. troversial aspects of

the tour.

Abuse directed at
Kennedy and his party
is abused directed at
them, warns Qoboza.

A City Press leader
describes th g&pet-

baggmg Kennedy as
“an impeccable oppo-
nent of the system”
and believes that his
experience of its hor-
rors would further en-
hance his determina-
tion to see change in
this country expedited.

“It was this, more

than anything else,
which prompted Bish-
op Des#- ond Tutu to in-
vite the senator to
South Africa. For this
we are eternally grate-
ful.

‘““The majority of
black South Africans
welcome the senator
today. Soweto will roll
out the same red car-
pet his brother, the

- later Bobby Kennedy,

trampled on.”

The Sowetan’s lead-
ers are tempered with
a little more restraint,

choosing rather to use

the opportunity to call

“for more unity in the -

struggle and re-iterate
some of the many rea-

'sons for discontent.

“We do respect Bish-

op Tutu’s right to in- -

vite whomsoever he
wishes to visit him in
this country. This is
what democracy is all
about, and the anti-

Kennedy protests only
further highlight the
need for black unity
that is so lacking in
this country.”

However, it also

says that it would be
naive to expect that

Senator Kennedy’s

visit is going to make
any difference to the
situation. -

“Indeed, even if he
did win the next presi-
dential election, he
would have far more
important (for Ameri-
ca) issues to worry
about than South Afri-
ca.

. In another leader the
‘newspaper takes a long
look at Foreign Minis-
ter Pik Botha’s hand-
ling of the affair, and
notes that “we will, un-
fortunately, have to
learn to live with his
counter-productive il-
logical over-reaction.”

It reminds Mr Botha
ithat discrimination as
a state policy has

@

(almost)
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made it the polecat of
the world, and that it is
therefore undiplomatic
to “rave about the situ-
ation of blacks in
America”.

And last word from

Q

a City Press reader:

who ‘‘greatly wel-
comes’ the senator,
but at the same time
hedges his bets some-
what. He describes
himself as being nei-
ther a Black Con-
sciousness supporter
nor anti-Kennedy but

. “I do feel that
Azapo has a point when
it calls on Kennedy to
go home. Must we look
across the sea — or
even across the bor-
ders of our beloved
land for our blessed
liberators?

“The American sen-
ate will not free us, the
British Parliament will
not free us. Even the
Cubans- or the Soviets
cannot free us.

“We must do it out-
selves. For once in its
life Azapo is (just a lit-
tle bit) right.” -

——
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country have been summoned by C
Buthelezi and the Legislative Assembly and
made to sign a pledge not to criticise him, Inka-

tha or KwaZulu.

If they do, the KwaZulu Government will cut off

their money.

The unprecedented
move has enraged stu-
dents and is seen as a re-
prisal for the troubles at
the University of Zulu-
land in Cctober last year
when five students died
during clashes with In-

katha.
And more students

kave been summoned to
Ulundi today where
they will be told to sign
the same pledge.

The first group of
about 200 students, ail
KwaZulu bursary-hold-
ers, were summoned to
Ulundi last week. They
were told about the
pledge, and asked to
sign it, after a marathon
18-hour meeting at the
KwaZulu Legislative
Assembly, on Wednes-
day. They had all been
notified individually by
telegram to attend the

_meeting,

Misgivings over

SOWETAN
Correspondent

Students who at-
tended the meeting told

the SUNDAY TRIBUNE it |
started at 11 am on Jan- !
uary 4, lasted the whole !

night and finished at 5
am the following day.

The meeting was at-

tended by cabinet minis- j

ters and members of the
legislative assembly. It

was addressed by Chief |
, leader of |
KwaZulu, who dealt at

length with events at the |

Buthelezi

Ugiversity of Zululand.
Thereafter students

were called one at a time

to state their views on
the matter and they
were also questioned by
members of the Legis-
lative Assembly.

Chief Buthelezi told |

the students in his
speech he did not expect
students who regarded

government and Inkatha

as “sell-outs or quislings |
to accept funding of |

their education from our
coffen

N

him and members of his |

,;a

W B

Students from educa-
| tional institutions all
i over South Africa who
hold KwaZulu bursaries
have been semmoned.

They are being made
to sign the following:

“I, the undersigned,
do hereby make the fol-
lowing solemn declara-
tion:

KwaZulu Goverament
Service to further my
studies and in consider-
ation thereof:

(1) I hereby under-
take that I shall never in

KwaZulu Government,
the
Minister, the members
of the Cabinet and the
Legislative Assembiy
and ail persons in auth-
i ority under the umbrella
'\‘ the i\“aéu.u Gov-

emmentSenn.\,

{2) Further, I under-
take that [ shall never in
. word or deed, directly
or indirectly, villify,
denigraie. or in any
manner speak in con-
tempt of the Inkatha
Liberation Movement
nd its leadership at va-

“rivate.

(@)

KwaZulu bursary

pledge by, S

ACADEMICS in Natal
have expressed strong
misgivings . about the ef-
fect the KwaZulu bur-
sary pledge will have on
. academic freedom.
Students were sum-
moned to Ulundi to sign
a pledge not to criticise
Inkatha, the KwaZulu

Government or Chief _

Gatsha Buthelezi — or
else forfeit financial as-
sistance to further their
studies.

They also had to
promise: “I shall never
tn word or deed, directly
or indirectly, vilify, den-
igrate or in any manner
speak in conternpt of the
Inkatha Liberation
Movement or its leader-
ship at various levels in
public or in private.”

Professor P. Booysen,
vice-principal of Natal
University, saw this as
an infringement of aca-
demic freedom.~

“1 do not believe that

Daily News
Reporter

one should in any way
prescribe to students or
staff at a university
what to think by using
financial or any other
mechanism to force par-
ticular attitudes on
them,” he said.

The secretary of the
Joint Academic Staff
Association, Mr David
Schuster, saw freedom
of thought as a basic
human right.

“What has happened
to individual rights as a
human being? Must one
just sign them away
when one becomes a stu-
dent?”

Professor Lawrence
Schlemmer, part-time
director of the Inkatha
Institute, said: “This sort
of pledge is fairly com-
mon as an extension of
the civil service norms.
However, in many coun-

tudgms
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f ]
tries these come into
conflict with other
norms, such as academ-
ic freedom.

“I am aware of the
complexities, but do not
like restriction on
thought and this pledge
does produce a serious
problem for universi-
ties.”

Chief Gatsha Buthe-
lezi told the students
called to Ulundi that he
had *‘no intention of
creating automatons or
decoys. Our aim is to
help produce young peo-
ple who can think for
themselves.

“We accept the princi-
ples underlying academ-
ic freedom,” he said.

“But we cannot help
to produce intellectually |
dishonest people who,

while they find it ac- |

ceptable to use money |
from ‘sell-outs,’ continue |
to denigratg us either
tacitly or opealy.”

I have received finan- !
cial assistance from the |

i word or deed speak in |
{ contempt of the head of |

Henourable Chief |

wus levels, in pubhc orf;!
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Don’t criticise us, or

you'll lese bursaries
" / 6 1AN A G //
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DURBAN. — Chief
Gatsha Buthelezi has
'warned KwaZulu bur-

| sary holders through-

out the country that he
will not allow criticism

! of himself, Inkatha or
| KwaZulu.

He made this plain,

. according to the students
; of Zululand, at a meeting
. at Ulundi,
| week.

Zululand, last

Chief Buthelezi,

| according to the students,

warned them that if they

| did criticise him, Inkatha

or KwaZulu, their funds
from the KwaZulu Gov-
ernment for bursaries
would be cut off immedi-
ately.

Pledge

The strong action by
the KwaZulu government
has infuriated students
and is seen as a move to
prevent further trouble at
the University of Zulu-
land campus where five
students were killed and
numerous others injured
in clashes with Inkatha
last October.

o watcl

From
TIMCLARKE

Another group of stu-
dents was called to Ulun-
di yesterday where they
were asked to sign a
pledge not to criticise the
KwaZulu Government or
Inkatha.

The first group of about
200 students, all KwaZulu
bursary  holders, was
called to Ulundi last
week. The students were
addressed by Chief Bu-
thelezi and other mem-
bers of the KwaZulu
Legislative Assembly on
Wednesday.

Previously they had all

been notified by telegram .

to atiend the meeting.

The students said the
meeting started about 11
am on Janyary 4, lasted
through the night and fin-
ished at 5 pm the next
day.

In his address, Chief
Buthelezi dealt at length
with the unrest at the
University of Zululand
last year, and said he
would not tolerate it.

Afterwards  students

- were asked individually to
| state their view, and were
{ also questioned by the

i members of the Legis-
| lative Assembly.

Chief Buthelezi said re-
peatedly he did not ex-
pect students to regard
him. members of his Gov-
ernment and Inkatha as
being open to attack
while the students accept-
ed money for their educa-
tion from the KwaZulu
Government.

Toetheline

According to one of the
students, they were vir-
tually told that if they did
not toe the line, their bur-
saries would be cut off im-
mediately.

The pledge they were
asked to sign said they
should not speak in con-
tempt of the KwaZulu
Government, Chief Bu-
thelezi, the members of
his Cabinet, and all per-
sons in authority of the
KwaZulu Government.

The pledge also stated
that the students were not
to criticize Inkatha and
his leadership in public or
in private, and that stu-
dents should defend the
integrity of the KwaZuiu
Government and his lead-
ership whenever this was
brought into disrepute.

Chief Buthelezi could
not be contacted for com-
ment yesterday.

The University of Zulu-
land is due to reopen next
month after the holxday
recess.




The ghosts of Shep-
stone (the first English
‘segregationist in Natal)
and Verwoerd (out, out,
damned black spot!),
and the living Sabra
. wiseheads must be smil-
ing upon the way the

" colonized subjects keep
the vocabulary alive.

The “homelands” are
those areas that used to
be called “rural reser-
ves”. Urban Africans
use “homelands” quite
glibly. They have writ-
ten off the 15 million or
_so because they identify
those people with their
chief Ministers and
presidents whom history
has chosen to anoint as
caretakers of the territo-
ries. Urbanites truly re-
gard themselves as more
“advanced” than our ru-
ral countrymen. Our ur-
ban writers don’t even
care to go “out there” to
acquaint themselves in-
‘timately with rural cul-
ture. And they still don’t
realize how much the
“poorer their writing is.
Poorer because it
doesn’t tell a quarter of

the story of black South;

Africa. Is Sol Plaatjie

Iemg to be the last

's stay A African _

wnter to recognise rural
dxsplacement as one of

the most poignant dra-

mas of our history?
What’s worse, we
have unwittingly ac-
cepted the Progressive
Federal Party’s concern
for “urban blacks”, and
the adoption of the same
concern by the white
controlled Press and ra-
dio. The myth is that ru-
ral Africans are taking
care of their problems!
Makes my heart bleed.
Just too many Zulu-
speaking people have

acknowledged with

pride the oft-repeated
statement pressmen love
to trot out on their copy
that the Zulus are the
“most populous tribe” in
South Africa. I have
heard just too many
Zulu-speakers, in and
outside “KwaZulu” of-

- ficial circles and the ru-

ral populace, say they
are the “Zulu nation”.
A sociologist who lec-
tures in a New York uni-
versity said at a confer-
ence in 1976 that when-
ever he’s asked by
whites what “tribe” he
belongs to he answers,
“I belong to no tribe, I
belong to the Zulu na-
tion!” Crazy mixed-up
ironies, you’ll observe.

On being interviewed

by radio at the Univer-
sity of Texas in Austin
(USA) — a writer re-
plied to the same ques-
tion “I'm Zulu.” When
my turn came I said “I'm
South African, stuff the
tribe nonsense.” But
your fellow countryman

s Zulu. was

the radlo Joumalxst s im-
plied surprise. “That’s
his Zulu business!” was
my reply. “If you want
to know what my
mother tongue is, in a
healthy context, I shall
tell you.”

If the territorial lead-
ers want to convince us
that they happen to be
victims of history like
the rest of us, and that
they renounce the con-
cept of “nation” used by
the South African rulers
to refer to their territo-
ries, then they must ed-
ucate their constitu-
encies to spurn such flat-
tery. They must re-
nounce -the label
“pation” or “nation

_states”. Acceptance of a
_colonial term is accep-

tance of the thought car-
ried by it; it is to ap-
prove of our colonial
condition.

What an ironic turn
the vocabulary often

takes, as when a New .

York Times article re-
ferred to Chief Gatsha
as “leader of the Zulu
tribesmen”! It is not un-
common to hear a white
man abroad ask “You
are a South African? —I
have met a number of
Zulus.” To him, as to

.say many others of the

white world, Zulus are
the only black reality in
South Africa. It has
something to do with the
history of the Zulu
speaking people.
There’s plenty of litera-
ture whipping about

overseas that conjures~ word “tribe” no longer

b
about Zulus. Even the
anthropologists have

‘come to speak of the

Zulus as their “favourite
pet tribe”. I have heard
whites who can speak
Zulu declare themselves
as Zulu. The Watusi of
Ruanda-Urundi, the Ba-
ganda of Uganda and
others who are regarded
as special once enjoyed
this European-inspired
petrole.

Not so long ago a
writer -of The SOWE-
TAN told us about a
“dear Zulu friend” of
his. Often without
knowing it, we carry on
about the “dignity” or
the “admirable = cus-
toms” of the Zulu peo-
ple. Just the way Euro-
pean and American mis-
sionaries, explorers and
administrators of the
19th and early 20th cen-
turies used to write. In
that early context, the
custom had a lot to do
with the European’s no-
tion of the “noble sav-
age” — an image too ob-
noxious to the progres-
sive mind today.

A “tribe” used to be a
community with a com-

"mon language that had

its own political organi-
zation. It had a ruler,
who could be the final
authority or owe alle-
giance to the king of a
whole territory con-
taining several such rul-
ers (colonial word:
“chief”). Now Africa no
longer has colonies gov-
erned from abroad, the

makes sense. -Because
such units now owe their

'allgguncetoacentra!

government in an inde-
pendent state. “Ethnic
group” is the closest to
what the old tribe
should be called, or for
instance “the Gikuyu-
speaking” or “Luo-
speaking”, or “Lodz-
speaking” people.

In a South African
English language text-
book being used extensi-
vely in high schools is a
list of collective nouns..
As if the author had not
surprised us enough
with “an audience of lis-
teners”, he was deter-

mined to rivet us to our |

MPHAHLELE

By
S'KIA

Here we are trying de-
sparately hard (or are
we desparate enough?)
to instil the noble con-
cept of Black Conscious-
ness in the minds of our
people, and yet some of

us continue, to gndorse |

debmmmypes of |

seats with “a tribe of

_natives”! Whew!

“Tribesmen” — ah,
white Press reporters
simply love them — is
naturally out, too.

A reporter in The SO-
WETAN once wrote
about “tribal dance and
music”. Why not “Afri-
can” or “traditional” art
or whatever? Are we

ashamed to call our- |

selves Africans?
A reporter in another

daily wrote recently that |

a lawyer in the West
Rand had a Xhosa-
speaking mother and a
Tswana-speaking father.
But then she is a white
reporter. As Africans
we should not even
think of making such a
distinction. Our own re-
porters have come up
with phrases like a
“Xhosa singer”. Would
we in all seriousness talk
about John Kani and
Winston Ntshona as
Xhosa actors? Cursed

‘be the sun that could

dare rise to usher such a
day!

ourselves. By definition,
Black Consciousness is a
state of mind, and it can
never take root as long
as we fail to redefine
ourselves and dictate
what we shall be called.
Unfortunately, no
sooner had the first |
leaders of the Black
Consciousness move-
ment compelled the
Press to use “black” in-
stead of “non-white” (to:
refer to Africans, Asians
and so-called coloureds)
than the same Press
twisted the term so that
it thyme with the official
“black” for African.

I would insist we call
ourselves African to in- |
clude those the media :
refers to as black plus|
the so-called coloured “
and Asians. We are all |
rightful occupants of a |
continent that was rav- |
aged by Europe: the |
southern landscape to- |
gether with all its op- ,

~ pressed inhabitants. The |

sooner we identify our- |
selves with the rest of
Africa so much quicker |
shall we be to realize the |
soul force we share in

common on this conti-
nent. And “African” is a
term we shall always be
happy to live: with in a
greater southern Africa.
The term “Black Con-
sciousness” needs to be
expanded so that it be-
come part of an African
consciousness. It can
still deal with our local
1deologlca] aspirations
in this country while at
the same time it con-
stantly reminds us that
Wwe are here because we
are African.
To de'co_l_ow

mind§, we have to rede-
fine our language. Lan-
guage indicates what we
think, our image of our-
selves. If we use the
word “homeland” with-
out any indication that it
is “so-called”, then we
are accepting the ideol-
ogy that created the con-
cept. We are endorsing
a colonial process. If we
choose to use “blacks”
to include all those who"
are not officially called
“white”, and as a politi-
cally convenient term,
we must still push the
name “African” to pre-
pare our attitudes for a
greater future.

To call ourselves Afri-
can is not racist. It is a
" humanistic term. That
is, all those subscribe to
our humanism can be in-
clided. But they must
earn that place. They
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