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A New Or der

Stays in the

iWngs in |

Sout h Afri ca.

By CHRI STOPHER s. WREN

CAPE TOMWN

REDERI K W DE KLERK, who succeeded

P. W Botha as the new | eader of South Af-

rica s governing National Party, rose in Par-

liament | ast week to assume the nantle of an

ailing | eader and call for new thinking. He envisioned
"a South Africa free of dom nation or oppression in
what ever form" declared his party "agai nst dom na-
tion of any one group by others," and added: "Wite
domi nation, insofar as it exists, nust go."

But though the words had a newring to them it

was hard to tell how nuch change they will bring. For
one thing, M. de Klerk has becone the | eader only of
the governing party, not the Governnent, which he

| acks the mandate to | ead

In that, he is like others of the next generation of
South African | eaders, a generation whose true inten-
tions and possibilities are not yet clear because their
transition to power is not yet conplete. In the interim
they appear to differ fromM. Botha, South Africa’s
73-year-old | eader, nore in style than in substance.
They present thensel ves as technocrats nore
confortable with negotiation than are M. Botha and
the patriarchs who once spoke for Afrikanerdom But
while they seemready to confront the thinkable by
putting a nore human face on apartheid, they are not
ready for the unthinkable: reform ng thensel ves out

of power by giving blacks an unqualified vote. And
after 40 years in power, the National Party has not
produced a visible pool of diverse talent. Still, it ap-
pears likely to retain the support of nost white voters.
M. de Klerk took over as party | eader after

President Botha suffered a stroke |ast nonth. The
President’s stepping aside presages the end of an era,
and there is speculation that he could retire fromthe
Presidency this year. But he still casts a | ong shadow
across the National Party, which is postponing deci-
sions, including the date of a national election this
year, until M. Botha is well enough to be consulted.
One of M. de Klerk’s first acts was to reiterate

the unacceptability of "domination by a majority." It
was-his way to address the fear anong whites of one-
man- one-vot e denocracy in a nation where bl acks

make up three-quarters of the population. He al so de-
fended his party’'s doctrine of segregated group
rights. Even so, he seemed to go farther in his ex-
pressed willingness to be flexible toward other races
than M. Botha did in his decade as party | eader

"A Distinct Edge

As the new party |l eader, M. de Klerk, 52, has a

di stinct edge in a contest for succession to the presi-
dency. He probably won at the party caucus on Feb. 2
because he was considered unlikely to enbark on any-
thing too daring. He has said he likes to have strong
peopl e around him but he is also politically vul ner-
able. As |eader of the National Party in the Transvaal
he has battled a rising opposition fromright-w ng
whites, not least in his own constituency of Vereenig-
ing. and he may not want to sound too liberal to his
bl ue-col I ar constituents.

M. de Klerk’s one serious rival in the party is Fi-
nance M nister Barend du Plessis, 48, who narrowy
lost to M. de Klerk. He appears nore liberal than M.



de Kl erk and expresses contenpt for the racial views
of the Conservative opposition. Hi s bel btightening
nmeasures have not endeared himto the public. But his
creative style hel ped himsucceed, as Finance M nis-
ter, in outwitting Western econonic sanctions.

J. Christiaan Heunis, 61, Mnister of Constitu-

tional Devel opment and Pl anning, is enjoying transi-
tory prom nence as acting President while M. Botha
recovers. But his elimnation in the second round of
caucus voting was an enbarrassnent.

Foreign Mnister Roelof F. iiPik" Botha, 56, has a

bl unt manner that nakes hi m popul ar with ordinary
white South Africans. He is considered relatively |ib-
eral by party standards. But he was elimnated early
in the party voting, and it has been suggested that this
was a price he paid for having signed the accord in
Decenber that prom ses Nam bi a i ndependence.

A significant devel opnent has been the disap-

pearance fromthe |ist of potential successors of De-
fense M nister Magnus Mal an, 59. He was never even
nom nated in the party caucus, suggesting that the
mlitary may enjoy | ess influence within the Nationa
Party than is w dely assuned.

Al this translates into little i mediate prospect
that apartheid will disappear. The new | eadership re-
tains the political caution instilled by the autocratic
style of President Botha, and it is the politician’s in-
stinct for survival, rather than ideol ogical fervor, that
seens to account for their unwillingness to scrap in-
creasingly unworkable laws |ike the Group Areas Act,
which legitimzes residential segregation

A nore dramatic change in National Party think-

ing may have to await a generation of politicians too
young to be encunbered by the enotional baggage of
apartheid. For exanple, Roelof P. Meyer, the Deputy

M ni ster of Constitutional Devel opnment and Pl anning,
and Leon Wessels, the Deputy Mnister of Law and
Order, are only 42 years old. "W’'ve grown up in a
new situation," M. Meyer explained. "W didn't in
vent apartheid." Even so, M. Meyer added quickly,.
his statenment inplied no disloyalty to the party that
did invent it four decades ago.



