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Member; bf.tne Anned Forces Ruling Council.

Hanurab'e Minisrers,

Members of the Diplom tic Corps

ULDLLHEJULDIIGV EMWOOJGUv-d k‘vcbxnb-‘ul

Ladies and Gentlemen.

Let m., first of a2 1. congratulate yov on yeur well

deserved appointments as Nigeria’s Principal Envoys to your

countries of accreditation. Your indiVidual nominations

were subJEC: :0 thcrough scrutiny, to dete.hire your

suitability to assume such an enormous responsibility\ The

fact that you are here today.to receive yaur Lettersgvf

Credence is enousn testimony to the confidence the Government

has in you. '

A cardina} Stateme1t in your Lettersis th.at you are

trustedeenvoys. :You must, L.erefore, striv- Ma 1 times

not to betray thfi trust. Yau. tasK is a very important

one. You are crcceedmn9 Shortly to your countries-of

accreditstion to reéresent the totality. of our country.

Ymr arimerv responsibility. is theref9re to prcrate

1

E0010



 

0/04 '91 15:41 1309 5230203 ’amnA _ ABJ E5011

 

and defend Nigeria's varied interests abroad, be they political.

.economlc or social. 1 am aware that yOu.have gone through an

intensive‘1nduCtion course to prepare you for the tough job

ahead. I also know that you undertoox an extensive tour of the

country ta familiarise yourselves with our nations: needs and

netentials at this Stage of our development. I have no doubt,

tnerefoceL"that you aFe well'aware ofywnat=is exaected of you.

.Howeéer, I Wish to specifically charge you to cive a

pride of place to tne promotion of the weifare of ngerians in

your host countries. All Nigerians, .y virtue of their

nationality. are ambassadbrs abroad. You-will, therefore.

treat them with dignity and respett and endeavour to assist

them as much as possible. in addition. ycu shculd demand

rem your hos: authorities a fair and humane treatment for

our nationals.

True, some Nigerians. as indeed all other national ,

cften run'foul of the laws of the countries in which they

reside. Hewever, in punishing sucn erring Nigerians, their

basic human and funoamental rights mus: be respeCted at all

timesy I charge you.-as my principal envoys abroad. to make
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‘tne stay Of Nigerians in your countries as smooth as possible.

It is unfo.tunate that some of our nationals, by their

unlawful activities abroad, have given Nigeria a bad Image

It winbe your resoonsibi lity t0 hela impove this image

especially in v.ew cf the tendency in some tountries to

fNiQerianS'tc

YOU
exaggerate the activities of this small groups

make unfaig' generalisatlcns about Nigerians as a whole.

sxch pain LV diaabuac Ln: mluda u? :uu- huoLa nhcro

all times. emphasise
muaL Laks-

tnese tendencies exist. You should. at

and demonstrate Riceria's positive aspects, of whicn we have

manY.

Anorfisr major task before you. as you promote and defend

Nigeria‘s 1nterests abroao, is the vigorous pursuit of our

policy of Economic Diplomacy and Complimentarity. The succe35

or your efforts in this regard wi11 be measured by now much

vbusiness you are individually and colleCtively able to attrm rl
‘

to Nigeria. You will endeavour to Strengthen econcm1c

relations between fligeria and ybur hosts,a.ticu1ar1yya in the

Drlvate segtor, with a view to entrenchinga farourable but-
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healthy egonomic relationship.

I trust that you are aqua! to the task. I have confidence

in your abilities} és accomplished people in ycv' resaective

' fields. t9 realise these goalst ‘

0n the domestic front, YOU should keep abrees: cf

develoomehts in the nolitical transition Dregramme of this

AdminIStration. with a view to articulating to your nOSts the

determination of this Administration to entrench a stable

demccratit system by 1992;

As you are aware. Nigeria is hosting bath the OAU aha

ECONAS Summits in June this year at Abuja. his is a clear

testimony, if any were needed. of our commitment to renienal

and sub-regional integration.

It 25 this commitment. Distinguished Ambassadors, that

informed the role we are playing in the Liberian crisis. I

wish to rélterate-that our mission in Liberia. under the aegis

of ECOMOGJ is to help restore peace to that country in order

that Libeéians can face fully the task of natioh Duildiné

which is ihtumbenz, at this stage. on 311 African :cuntries.

There can be no development without peace. .
A
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On South africa. I  w1sh to note that N199r12 is

gratified bv the recent positive oevelooments in the:

country. The internationa community sees these developments

as a cemcnstration of President F de Kierk's commitment to a

peace précess that will lead to the creation of a free and

democratic Sourh Africa.

1-wish to reiter t that we. on our part, won}: be fully

oresared t0 promote an' undertaie initiatives at tn

rarthooming OAU OummiL LU 11kt. senct. 0'15 0“ $0613] 878.128 if

the remainiqg anart:eid la<s are abrogated bv [flay 1991.

By your Letters of Crecence. I have introduced you to

my brothers anc colleagues in your resoecwe-oUntries, with

the recuest that you be given a}! necessary assistance in

Dursuit of yeur main 'bjectzves of strengthening the cordial

relations between Niger 13 and these countries ._4Ycu will avai:

yourselves of this rare benef2;. ‘

You are the leaders of the Nigerian coxmxdries in yOm

countries of accreditation.‘ Consequently. our nationals wii:

look-un t0 yea to oLay en.1mocrtant hart in intéarating our

country inks the increa Mgly competitxve internat{final
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environmént.

As yen go, you will convey the warm and fraternal

greetings c.‘ the Government and people of Nigeria to your

hosts. underscoring our desire and determination to'foster

close and benefitiai relaucns with them.

I charge you to be cocd-ambessadors of Nigeria in

every sense of the word.
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