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Members ©of .the Armed Forces Ruling Council,
Honourable Ministers.

Membere of the Diplomatic Cores

MAIDULLiIVNULDNITW QUIWEIOOCONMV: &§ wWuladiteiuw?

Ladies anc Sentlemen,

tet me, Tirst of all, congratulate you on your well
deserved appointments 38 Nigeris’s Principal EnvQys TC your
countries of accreditation. Yeur individuel nominations
were subjest ¢ thorough scrytiny, to cetermine your
suitability +o assume Such 2n eneTmous ~esponsibility. Tne
fact that you zre here today .to receive your Letters:of
Credence is enouch =testimony to the confidence the bovernment
has in you. |

~ cérdina} stetement :n yﬁur Letters Is thet you 8re
srusted envoys. - You must, therefors, strive at 2

not to betray thet trust. Your task {s 2 very important
ons. You are proceeding shortly to your countries of
accrecditation to represent The totality.of our country.

Your primery rESponSIDility, is tharerare, <¢C prcmote
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and defend Nigeriz's varied interests zbroad, be they politicsl,
economic or socizl, I am aware thet you have gone througn an
fntensive induction courss to prepare you TOr the tough joD
ahead. 1 2lse knod that you undertook an extensive tour of the
country to familiarise yourselves With our nationa! needs and
potentials 2t thic stage OF our development. I have nc doudt,
tnerefoce}"that you are well "aware of-.what=is expected of you,

,Howeéer, I wish to specifically charge you 10 Cive @
pride of place to tne prometion of the weifare of Nigerians in
your nast courtries, All Nigerians, by virtue of thelr
nstionality, are ambassadors abroad. You will, thersfore,
trezt them with dienity 2nd respect anc endezvou” to &$SiST
ther 2s much s possible, In eddition, you should demand
frem your host authorities a fair and humere treamment TO7

our netionals.

True, some Nigerians, as indeed 8il other nationals,
often run foul of the laws of the countries in which they
reside, Howevar, in punishing sugh erring Nigerians. Thelr
hasic humen and funcemental rignts must be respected a2t all
times. 1 charoe you,-as Ty principal enveys abroad, 10 mars
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the stay of Higerians in your countries as smootn as possible.

It 1s unfortunate that some of Our nationzis, by their

unlawful a"tw:.:-l es’ ebroasd, have given Niceria 2 bat Imnags2.

It will be your resoonsibility to held improve T is inage.

escecially in view ¢ the tendency in some hountries 1C

exeggerate ne activities of tThis small Group ¢ NigerianS'tc

- generslisations about Nigerizns as e whcle. You
r yuutr hwold nhei'c

make Un:
must Lahs s:caL welnn o didabuse b landd W

rhese tendencies exist. You should, at ali Times, emnpnasise

and demonstrate wigeria’s sositive aspects, Of which We have

many.

anOthfrmaier tssk.b&forn you, a3 You promote and defend
Nigeria‘s interests abroad, rhe vigorous pursuit of our
sclicy of Eccnomic Diplomacy enc Complimentaritv. Thg succCe
in this regard will pe measured O now much
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0T YOur ei FOF
ou are individuzlly ang coiie*tivelv ahle TO gttrac

r

husiness 3
to Nigeriz., You wily engeavour to serengthen eCORSTIC

relations between Nigeris ﬁnd your hosts, particulaeriy in ~he
private sector, with 3 view 49 entrenching & syourable but
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healthy economic relationship.

I trust that yCu are equal 10 the task., 1 have confidance

in your sbilities, as accomplished people in youm respective
- fields, to realise these gozls. |

On the domestic front. you $hould keep abreast of
develoomeﬁts in the political transitiorn pregramme of tnis
Administration, with a view TC articulating TO your hosts e
dezermination of this Administretion To entrench a stable
cemccratic system by 1992.

As you &re gwaere, Nigeria 1s hosting toth the DAL and
eCOWAS Summits in June this year 2t Abuje. This is 2 clear
testimony, 17 eny were nesfed, of our commitment T0 regional
and sub-regional integration.

8 4 ié this comnitment, Distinguished Ambassagors, that
informed the role we ere claying in the Liberian crisis. I
wish to rézterate-that our mission in Liberis, under the 2egis
of ECOMOG., Is to help restore peace t0 that country in order
that Liberians cen face fully the task 9¢ netion Duilding'

Vs 8% ThiS stage, o0 ali ATrican sountries.,
Tnere can be nc development without peace, |
4

-~
:“
L
<)
s
bt
)
-
T
<
_Cz_:.i
v
1
s



—r — —— -

© AB-pPR-1991 - 8133 HMEA LOS 637628 HlE

10/04 "2l

16:42 709 5230208

- —

on South 2frica, ! wish t9 note that Njgerie 1S
gratified by the recent positive gevelopnenss In tnet
country. The 1nternqtiohel community $ees these CEVElOPRents
as 3 gamonstration of President F de Klerk’s commiiment 10 @
beace process that wiil lead to the creation ¢f a freg anc

demecratic South Arrica,

1 wish to reiterate that we, on our perti, -would be Tully
orapared o promote and undertake initiatives at tne
fortheomine OAU Suwmsd bl v 1iiL SENUTIONS ON dOUTN ATIICS 1T

the remeining anzrtheid laws are gbregated by May 1831,

By vour Letters of C(redence, I have introduced ycCu TG
my brothers and colleagues in vour respective countries, with
the request thatl you De glven gl! necessary assistance in
pursuit of your main objectives ¢f strengthening the cordiz.
reiations between Nigeriz ang these countries. - You will aveai!
yourselves of this rere bererit.

You are the ieaders of the iWigerisn cOMMUMLTies .l yOur
countries of accreditetion. Ccnsequentiy, Ourl natviongls wii:i
100K-UD €0 YOu tC play &n.lmderrant 5art in intégrating our

country inte the increasingly competigive imtsrnattonsl
i .
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environment.,

As %ou g0, you wiil convay the warm ang fraternal
greetings ¢T ths Governmént and peopie of Nigerig TO your
hosts, uncerscoring our desire and determination to foster
close and beneficial relations with them,

I charge you to be gocd amdbassadors of Nigeria in
every sense of the word. |
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