
 
  

“No name or tomation is more
likely to be given a ireehervlesse
of publicity or more stattling apt-
nem by this competition then‘the
Greet Rift Valley: For by a
curious irony of circumstances it
may become 3 Shadowy gull m-
iront. between the globe’s greet
mi;- v t ‘

  

j: The Great Rift runs for about
4,000 miles trom‘the Dead Sea to
somewhere near Beim. It is a
greet, channel of heet-wexves.
loveliest,“ Lake Nyass. running
upfl‘anganytke’ like a hollow back-
‘bone of bush, baobab. thorn and
sand, bending through the sultry
Lake Rudolf and steaming up the
Red Sea to the‘Gulf o! Akabn.

Tnere is also, as everybody
knows, a Western Rift. a bunch
of! the trunk 01 the Great Rift.
which‘ drives a crack 0! much

‘ bxeeth-tekin’g' beauty up the
Atrium plateau through Luke
Tanganyika end the Rue Urundl.

.w'eu. the west. Riit might'come
ih‘to prominence u the Great Rii’t
trout gets toe badly buckled. But
to: the purpose 01' _this debate
we will keep our eye mainly on
‘the‘mflor crevasse, -

... - ‘

Opposing Gripe '

1

, Its significance begins to become
‘cie'sr when ‘one studies current
form and current success in the
daily sharpening struggle between
Russia and America for Africa.
Americe‘hna a firm grip on the
western shoulder ol'_Ai'rica.' and
Russia has e' um gripjon the
Eastern shoulder. ' _.

And the great possibility is that
they'are going to split thecontt
nent {min_the top w-very nearly -
,the‘botimn. For the wealth that.
America. can . best exploit lies
Tummy down the Western side.
,hnd'thepeopie that the U.B.$.R.
.een best eXploit lie mainly~'down
the Eastern side. ' '

Only last week, for instance, th‘e
Tunisian Preeident.‘the astute
and~eble Habib Bourguiba. turned
to 3'Am lea. {Jot :more money.
Shortlythiterwuds :when the
French.'with their curious flair
far‘gstupid gruthlessneee mt. the
wyong' moment, bombed a 'I:uni-
sim village, M: Bourguibs. turned

i ediately to UNO and the
'U. .A.'.‘ though cautiously wel-
coming. Nasser's eager ofler of
Russian nuns. ‘ ‘ ‘
- ».i

Mr. Fasten Dullee‘e reply was
prompt — be condemned the
French attack on the Tunisian
village roundly. As for arms, the
Amerieenjnd the_Bi-itish .‘heve »
nlreedy defied the -'worst that
French_displensure ,een do In
orderrto supply M. Bourguiba with
what he wants. ’
, '1;

  
 

 

”colontiifieseer may neTer be
“eble to persuade America to build
hwflwandauxinbgbut es timef gee _
'on‘M; sway" '5 powers 0 -‘
suision era loin! *0 MW in

   
 

x THE VALL
cbeXistenee of East and West.
11compet1tive-.coex1stence~of East and West in its latest phase.)
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BOURGUIBA
-—per.vuaxive

America and he has got quite a.
considerable amount already.

As for France, it is quite
obvious that she is not going to be
able to develop her huge oil
strikes in the Sahara indepen-
dently of the other Western
powers. Prospecting and develop-
ment work‘ alone.’ haunted by
Algerian rebels and‘temperaturee
of 120 degrees. have cost one of
_'the major French interests
£14.000.000 already. English and
American groups are even now at
work among the shifting dunes
doing their share Of the exploits»

v tion.

If Algeria is to be pacified, and
it must be if the Saharan oil wells
'ue to rise to full smooth produc-
tion'oi’ 10,000,000 barrels a year.

‘ the Americans and M. Boutguiba
will probably have a hand in the
peclflcation. Whatever the form
‘0! the final settlement in this
.Bh‘iaran Texas. America has now
become deeply involved in Africa
both politically and economically.

' A glance at the Western side
of Africa will show very clearly
how America‘s interests. both
ideological 'and economic, are
growing all the way down there.
'For instance among the ideologi-
eel interests of America may be
classified Liberia. and Ghana —
end if Canada‘s possible invest-
ment in the‘Volts River Scheme
is counted as an American inter-
est, then there are strong econo-
mic strings to be pylled in Chane
as well. ,

anpling Hooks

American representation has
just been established in French
West Africa at .Yaounde. In the
Congo American economic activi-
ties are growing rapidly.‘ Big
American investments are going

development in
South West Africaaend in the
Northwest Cape.

From Tunis to .Springbok,
Americsn economic Vgtappling
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hooks have been slung over the
West Coast of Africa. The total
U.S. investment in Africa. both
private and Point Four, is now
ceose on a billion dollars. and its
going to be much greater soon.

Just to fill in the rest of the
West side 0! Africa, very briefly.
petroleum has also been struck
outside Luanda in Angola. .The
quantities are not vast but the
Portuguese have put up a. refinery
there. It makes a posibility that
there may be oil all the way down
the central western portion
something more then an idle day-
dream.

The Congo's uranium. gold and
copper and its booming mandated
territory of Rue Urundi takes it
right up to Lake Tanganyika and
the edges of the West Rift.
Everywhere one cares to gaze
from the Northwest Cape up or
the South West Sahara. down
there Are minerals and massive
engineering developments to give
the West a. broad grip and the
desire to maintain it.

l’rlsed Loose

But when one looks down the
Eastern side, the grip oi’ the West
seems being prised loose. Right
down the coast as tar as Dar-es-

  

EY OF DECISION
TlH-ZISeeems" to beatimein historywhen many ancient names and formations, from

‘ ~Lhasa to the South Pole,‘ are given a new significance by the competitive
(For the sake of the purists I had better say the

Tanganyika is now a United
Nations Trusteeship territory with
all the possibilities for confusion
that can mean. It is also one
more sign of Britain's intention
not to waste too much wealth and
energy holding on to the East
from Sudan to Nyasnland.

Besides there is nothing very
tempting in the way of mineral
wealth or, for that matter. agri-
cultural wealth to make this area
particularly desirable. Tangan-
yika, of course, contains the late
Dr. Willamson's fabulous pipe of
diamonds. But the loss of those
could be made up in many pines
from Sierra Leone to Orange
River Mouth.

Copper Reserves

It is not until somewhat below
that that solid mineral wealth in
the shape of huge reserves of
copper begin. It is at this point
that the Great Rift Valley enters
Lake Nyess and rumbles away to
the coast.

Ethiopia. which towers up at
the northern African end of the
Great Rift. is an exception. at
least for the moment The Ameri-
cans are very much in evidence

I . ’

: Barbed wire and troops of the Freneh-Foreign Legion are needed
to protect France's oil pipelines nnd_oll tsnkeI-s on the narrow-
gauge railways from Algerhn rebels in the Saint: desert. Pacifica-

. tion of [the Algerlnns is becoming political priority number one for
France, for she has poured £250,000,!)007 into all development and

pipeline construction in the Sahara.

Salaam. or even further. the
raucous voice of Cairo Radio is
having increasing influence. The
strength of this influence can be
'realised when it is considered that
the British reckoned it among the
factors militating against their
building up a major base at
Mombasa. '

l Kenya already knows what
._powet propaganda from the
-.north can wield. Nobody is cer-
tain how long the Sudan will hold
'out against it.

 

there. although thefiumians have
s splendid embmy Imd‘have done
good works around Addis Ababa.

But there is a. question mark
hanging over the territory—efter
Hsiie Selassiewhat? Some are
certain that this 'sncient kingdom
has inherited some of the seeds
of Solomon's wisdom, and that it

has been -advaneed« sufficiently
rapidly at late to avoid internal >

FRENCH AFRICA'S
Raucmblemem Dema-

crau'que A/ricain, founded in
I946. all but banned in i950,‘
has become one at the strong-
esl political bodies South of
the Sahara. A movement for
the emancipation of nonwhites, .
it has previously accepted the-
idea of equality within a
French-African framework, but
at a recent conference there
were signs of a lcaningioward:
the idea of greater independence
for the African slates with only
federal links with France.

:0:

SAHARA oil exploration and
development hhs attracted

a 2,800,000-dollar investment
from the Suez Canal Company
in en agreement with two
French investment corporations.

*

FIVE hundred police re—
inforcements have been

Eastern
to

flown into
from Lagos
demonstrations
ruloreiion of school fees.
Schools in the region have
been closed and the police have
twice used tear gas to break up
demonstrations. ' l

. It

THE. Federation of Rhodesia
and Nyasaisnd plans to

enter the castor bean and
caster oil processing industry
on a lar e scale. Experts from
overseas” ave been called in lo
advise growers.

Nigeria
cope with

against the

 
disasters in a. changing world.
Others are not so certain.

But whatever way Ethiopia may
or may not go. it would seem that
old haunt of the advancing East.
the eastern African see-board
from Suez to Sofnle is only tempo-
rarily s Western resting place.
If the West plays its cérds right
and makes friends with the Afri-
can nationalists fast enough, it
mny“ very well retain. at least.
goodwill up to the edge oi‘ Greet
Rift Valley.

mm.
22nd Febr'uagy. 1m.

   


