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SOUTH AFRICAN PERMANENT MISSION 

TEL. 7357803 
FAX 735 20 32 65, RUE DU RHONE 

TELEX 421685 1204 GENEVE 
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26 March 1991 

Mr Harry Terezakis 
4 F C Gericke Place 
Bruma 
2198 
Johannesburg 
South Africa 

Dear Mr Terezakis, 

The South African Mission to the United Nations has studied the 
problem raised in your letter with care and has also done 
research on the issue at the United Nations. 

The fact is that this body is very active in this field, but that 
their usual approach is from the position of the "Rights of the 
Child", as you will be able to see from the copy of 
"International Children's Rights Monitor" which is attached for 
your information. 

The United Nations does not have any direct right of 
intervention in member countries, unless this is conferred on it 
by some international treaty. The only treaty which it appears 
could have some bearing on this case is the "Convention on the 
Rights of the Child". However, as you will see from UN Document 

crRC/SP/4 which is also attached, South Africa has neither signed 
nor ratified this Convention, which is thus not applicable to 
events in South Africa. 

As you will know, no government servant may offer direct legal 

advice to the public. Speaking purely from an international 

point of view, however, it does appear that recourse to the 

United Nations is unlikely to bear any fruit in a case such as 

this. 

It is trusted that this information will be of use to you. 
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Mr Terezakis 
4 FC Gericke Place 
Bruma 

2198 

5/3/92 

I know that much time has passed since you wrote to us on the 
question of Children’s rights. My apology for the delay in 
acknowledgement. 

Please be assured that your letter as well as submissions of many 
similarly concerned South Africans have been forwarded to the 
relevant Working Groups for consideration. 

Yours Sincerely 

AK 
Murphy Morobe 
(Head: CODESA Administration) 

Es 
CONVENTION FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOUTH AFRICA 

@ 
PO Box 307, Isando, 1600, South Africa. 

Telephone (011) 397-1198/99. Fax (011) 397-2211
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