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Verwoerd’s visionary
notion of separate and
viable homelands has
come to naught with-
Mr P W Botha conced-
ing that, economically
_ at least; we are one, SO
is what remains of his
dream of a constella-

what might be achieved in
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_ tion of southern Af“'  fostering the fledgling as- JAMES Y, = MILL AN

can states rapidly sociation of states.

fading, if it has not Notice of this sizeable '

vanished altogether. interest in the U S contri- -
Right now the little that - bution was given a}most si-

is left is Mr Botha’s nebu- multaneously with' the

lous concept of a confeder- request by the Reagan Ad-
. i ministration to Congress said was especially’impor-

ation incor orating

whichever of th%se depeng- ~ on March 24 for a record E:Ft. for U S programmes in

dent independents still 836 million dollars in alC gl
feels they can’t do without for Africa — 29 percent He did not say so, but
us if the momént ever more in development assis- with the overriding crite-
comes to get together tance and 59 percent more | _rion for that aid now ‘the
again. in economic support funds . degree to which an indi-
Meanwhile north, east than the ‘soft touch’ Carter vidual programme ot
and west of the ‘constella- Administration had sought project appears likely to
for 1981. accelerate economic devel-
opment’ rather than ‘no-
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about in March 1.9’{9' tg;“gls‘ " The money, which is for it that aid is self?‘gcgv:eggg
are moving TP PN Sludes 1075 Africa and ex- the giving will be planned
fonalism’s ‘Southern Afri- cludes 107,5 million dollars along with other donor

SOU0R i Aics, We By
r Africa, Mr R

A Stacy, has laid consid:f}-’
able emphasis on donor

. co-ordination, which he

.

can Commonwealth’ — the
nine-nation Southern Afri-
can Development Co-ordi-
nation Conference —
whose meeting in Salis-
bury ended on Saturday,
* has in less than six months
gathered pledges of more
than two billion dollars in
aid, even if only 1,2 billion

. of it is ‘new’ money.

More significant is the

: fact that less than six

months after the Maputo
donors’ dinner in Novem-

lars of aid was forthcoming
(only 100 million dollars of
it ‘new’ money), Mr Robert
Mugabe was able to an-
nounce at the weekend
that the fund-raising get-to-
gether Zimbabwe ha

organised yielded 1100
million in pledges. After
the 25 million dollars it
had given at Maputo, the

_ had trebled its original of-
fer of aid to Zimbabwe to
180 million dollars over

' three years offers the pos-
sibility, if not the probabil-
it{’, that it now sees
substantial gotential ~not
only in Zim abwe but in

ber, when 650 million dol-

fact that the United States .

for the massive Sahel de- ~ countries.

velopment programme, is
aimed at raising food pro-
duction, reafforestation as
a renewable energy source,
refugee aid and health.

While the more generous
attitude of the United
States in Salisbury has
something of the appear-
ance of a sweetener after

the Organisation of African .

Unity's sharp warning to
the U S against the ‘tilt’ to-
wards Pretoria and might
also have been intended to

- some extent as well, to

soften a refusal to go along

with sanctions against
South Africa over South
West, the more likely ex-'
planation is that it is a
combination of both these
things but with greater em-
phasis on a broader goal of

strengthening the entire

area against what Reagan .

strategists see as a very
vulnerable and increas-
ingly attractive target for
Russia and her surrogates.

Also important is that -

while government-to-govi
ernment US assistance
will continue aleng with
_other bilateral aid, Mr

. Reagan’s Assistant Admin-

This lends added impor--
tance to the emel‘gencgo;f
~the SADCC grouping of
.Zlmb_abwe, Zambia, Mo-
~‘zambique, Angola, Tanza-

nia, Malawi, Lesotho
Swaziland and Botswana
(at least four of the coun-
~tries which were candi-
dates for. Mr Botha’s
‘constellation’), because of
th_e. greater likelihood —
with  good neighbours
keep,lgg an eye on one an-’
other’s vegetable patches
so to speak — that there
;\ggpbeaa éot more crops to

4 :
o progress to
On a continent w ;
_nutrionists class 70 mil;ﬂ;:
of its 440 million inhabi-
tantsTas undernourished

and warn that 20 million

_face famine this year the_

mitial two billion dollars
raised so far for the bene-
fit of SADCC countries is a
drop in the ocean com-
pared with the more than
64 billion dollars which
United Nations planners
have said is needed — in

. addition to emergency aid

— if Africa has any hope
whatever of ‘becomigg sel;t‘-
sufficient in food alone by
the turn o_f the century.







- Will Reagan shootmg be another mystery7

"By AIDA
PARKER

- WAS the assassmatnon at-
‘ tempt by John Hinckley on
"Mr Ronald Reagan simply
- another wantonly senseless _
“lone-nut” effort? Or was it
- because the hawkish new
President, the man chosen to
lead the free world in these
early “Awful Eighties,” was
- already making too many
global political waves?
That’s the question being
asked round the world today.
Whether we’ll ever get the
answer, or the real answer, is
_ another matter. Chances are
it will remain as big a
_ mystery as that surrounding
a good few other assassina-
tions in America’s stormy
political history.
- There’s no doubt, of
- course, that America has a
veritable “assassination sub-
culture.”
2o Four Presndents — Lin-
coln, Garfield, McKinley and
John Kennedy — have been
fatally gunned down. Three
more, Franklin D Roosevelt,
~Harry Truman and Gerald
Ford, have been the targets
-of would-be assassins.
There was a plot to Kkill
- Nixon. John Kennedy’s
- brother, Robert, was assassi-
nated by Sirhan Sirhan in a
Los Angeles hotel on June 5,
1968, while civil rights
leader, Dr Martin Luther
King, was killed by James
Earl Ray on April 4 of the
same year.
Two particular Presiden-
tial ghosts haunt Americans.
‘Even 116 years after Ab-
. raham Lincoln, the 16th US
- President, was assassinated,
there are still claims that his
killer, John Wilkes Booth,
was never caught. Biggest
question mark of all, how-
ever, hangs over the assassi-
nation of John F Kennedy,
the young “Camelot” Presi-
dent who had sections of his
brain shot away while riding
- in an open limousine with his
wife, Jackie, in Dallas on
November 22, 1963.
~ Although unlikely now
ever to be officially con-
‘firmed, it is today generally
agreed that the man who
ordered this killing was
Cuba’s Marxist dictator and
would-be Conquistadore of
the Third World, President
Fidel Castro.
And maybe not altogether

without cause. Because Ken-

. nedy, there is ample evidence
~ to indicate, was fully aware
of “Operation Mongoose,”
the CIA plot to kill Castro.

- The Kennedy Kkilling re-
mains the example par excel-
lence of a deliberately-
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Johnson set up the Warren
Commissionn to investigate
the assassination which had
rocked the world. After ten
months, the commission is-
sued its findings.

Lee Harvey Oswald, it
found, was solely responsnble
for the killing. There was no
evidence of any conspiracy.

The ‘‘single assassin”
claim was immediately met
with a howl- of outrage,
condemned as a ‘‘deliberate
whitewash.” And the gues-
sing game began. Just who

" was responsible? The Mafia-

organised crime? America’s
own intelligence services?
Big steel? The oil com-
panies? Or the Communists?

In 1976, with polls showing
80 percent of Americans still
sceptical about “official find-
ings,” the Senate Select

- Committee on Intelligence

Activities turned its atten-
tions to the Kennedy assassi-
nation.

Senator Richard
Schweiker, who headed the
committee’s investigation,
accused the CIA and FBIof a
“cover up” and said there
was no longer any reason to
have faith in the Warren
Commission’s plcture of the
Kennedy Kkilling

The possibility, he said,
was that “Cuba’s Premier
Castro ordered Kennedy’s
assassination in retaliation
for a CIA plot to murder
Castro at the time of the
Kennedy killing.”

This report in turn led to
the establishment of a two-
year, R4-million investiga-
tion by the House Select
Committee on Assassina-
tions. After two years of
investigation, this commit-
tee issued a wishy-washy
report in 1979, concluding

=

edy’s

gyer John

neg.do.ﬂ

slaymg

“contrived official “cover-up.”
‘In 1964 President Lyndon -

TOP: John F Kennedy. ABOVE: Jackie Kennedy and

brother-in-law Robert Kennedy at the funeral of the

assassinated President Kennedy. Robert was sub-
sequently assassinated as well.

_that both John Kennedy and

Martin Luther King were

“probably killed as a result -

of conspiracies.”

In the case of Kennedy, it
said, “the possibility of in-
volvement by organised
crime or Cubans could not be
ruled out.”

The official conspiracy of

silence has, however, been

many times pierced by Press
leaks, most of them pointing
to Castro as the culprit.

In the July, 1973, issue of
Atlantic Monthly, Leos
Janos, a former aide to
President Johnson, said that

- sometime before Kennedy’s

death “a CIA assassination

team had been picked up in
Havana.” :

Johnson reportedly told
Janos that the assassination
of President Kennedy in Dal-
las “was in retaliation for
the thwarted attempt” to kill
Castro.

On July 3, 1975, the
Washington Star published
an interview with retired
Major-General Edward G
Lansdale, a former Special
Assistant to Defence Secret-
ary Robert S McNamara.

Lansdale was quoted as
saying ‘that in 1962 Robert
Kennedy ordered him to
“launch a CIA project to
work out all feasible plans
for getting rid of Cuban
Premier Fidel Castro.” As-
sassination was one of the
methods the project en-
visioned.













