'

parties — the
National Party, Pro-
gressive Federal Party and
New Republic Party — are
still claiming that they
will win Edenvale.
This week the PFP and
the NRP released details
of their canvass figures to
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\ to back their victory
claims. :
|| PFP figures show 5422
voters who 1:lalve pr:tl;lsclad
‘support to the party. iIn
second place is the Na-
tional Party
votes, PFP figures put the

place with only 1020
| votes. The PFP found
§1 2590 voters who were
doubtful while there were
639 voters who said they
would not vote.

But the NRP say. the
.PFP figure is “patently
ridiculous.” They claim to
have canvassed 4042
voters who are definite
NRP supporters. The NRP
puts the Nats second
with 2843 votes (a figure
which is very similar to
the amount of support the
PFP have found for the
Nats).

Their figures show the
PFP trailing with 2093
votes. The NRP found
2021 voters who said they
were doubtful.

The National Party,

its first canvass in Eden-
vale, was unable to give
figures. However, they
claim that on their canvass
to date they will draw
about 37 percent of the
vote.

The Nats put the PFP
second with 28 percent of
the vote and the NRP
third with 20 percent.

They have found that
about 10 percent of the
voters are doubtful while 4
percent say they will not
vote or are “non-effective”
voters who are unable to
vote although their names
are on the roll.

Although the National
Party candidate, Senator
Lawrie Poorter, still claims
he will win, the National
Party appears to have
been written off by its
own supporters and Press.

The Afrikaans
newspaper Rapport quoted
Senator Jack Steyl, the se-
cretary of the Transvaal
National Party, as saying
the National Party should
never have won Edenvale
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By PETER MANN
Political Correspondent

THERE are only 10 days left in the Edenvale
by-election — and all three parties have launched
an assault on the big undecided vote which could
swing the election on November 7.

NRP in a dismal third

which has not yet finished -

"
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IF YOU BELIEVE THE NATS, THE PFP

AND THE NRP...

THEY ALL HAVE ENOUGH VOTES TO

“Itts a  Progseat,”
Senator Steyl said.

‘This week in an amazing
editorial on Senator Steyl’s
remarks The Transvaler,
the official mouthpiece of
the National Party in the
Transvaal, basically admit-
ted that the National Party
had lost Edenvale.

The Transvaler that the 18
months since the National
Party won Edenvale has
not been enough time to

tion could not be built up
overnight. :

“We ask whether
everything possible has
been done in the past 18
months to build an
organisation . in Edenvale
and similar constituencies?

“By this time, could
things not have looked
better in Edenvale?

“If Senator Lawrie

Senator Steyl had told

make it solidly Nationalist,
| because a good organisa-’

| a repetition bf the prob-
lems of this by-election.”

This. week  Senator
Poorter claimed his cam-
paign was rapidly catching
up on his opponents’.

“By the weekend we will
bave done 75 percent of
our canvass”, he said.

The Nats were also set

. this week to pass the

NRP's postal and special
vote figures. They and the
NRP have about 350 postal
and special votes to the
PFP's 1017.

He classified the elec-
tion as being a test of the
new direction of the Prime
Minister. . “A  National |
Party win will be a man-
date for the constellaticn
states. I have firmly pin-
ned my campaign on the
Prime Minister. :

“My "opponents keep
trying to link me with Dr
Treurnicht. It is overstated
(to say that Dr Treurnicht

- is running my campaign.

He has only been here
:wice.” said Senator Poor-
er. :

The PFP is supremely
confident © of  winning
Edenvale and most
political observers believe
they will.

Their campaign is being
run by the par};y's national
director, Mr Neil Ross, a
man who is reputed to be
deadly accurate. with his
estimates of support.

The Dbattle - for the
doubtful voters seems to
be largely a struggle bet-
ween the NRP and the
PFP. !

Edenvale voters,
disillusioned  with = the

Government, are - still

Poorter’s claim that the
National Party will hold
Edénvale are to be true
there will have to be pur-
poseful inspired and pro-
fessional work to prevent
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THE NGK’s script-
ural justification of
apartheid has been
systematically demol-
ished in a major new
Presbyterian publica-
tion which rejects
N GK theology as
“false” and “schizo-
phrenie”.

Theologian Douglas S.
Baz accuses the NGK of
distorting the Biblical
texts in order to justify
a race theology which is
influenced by Nazism.

The NGK’s central
view that the Will of
God can be revealed in
the history of a nation
(particularly the
Afrikaner nation) con-
tradicts . Calvin’s view
that God’s Will is ex-
presséd solely through
the Scriptures. ¢

Yet the NGK claims
to be founded on Cal-
vin's theology.

Bax’s book =~ A Dif-
ferent Gospel, a Critique
of the Theology Behind
Apartheid — focuses on
the official report on
race relations that the
white NGK published
in 1975 — Ras, Volk
en Nasie en Volke-
verhoudinge in die
Lig van die Skrif —
published in English as
Human Relations and
the South African Scene

~in the Light of Secrip-

ture. ;

“Although the report
refers to a large number
of texts (nearly 50) it
cites most of them inci-
dentally, and those on
which it tries to build
its essential argument
are really only a few.

“These are the same
texts to which the NGK
for years has traditional-
ly appealed in support
of apartheid. All of
them the report. basical-
ly misinterprets.”

Bax says the NGK
report bases its con-
clusion that “ethnic
diversity is, in its very
origin, in accordance
with the will of God” on
God’s command in
Genesis 1,28 to multiply

and fill the Earth.

-That's .
Nazism
not
the

Theology
experf

accuses
NGK of

misusing
fexts

Dr J. D. Vorsten;

But “to multiply and
fill the Earth by no
means necessarily
presupposed ethnic
diversity, let alone keep-
ing ‘the peoples and
‘their different cultures
apart,” Bax says.

“On the contrary it is
stressed that all men are
fundamentally united
because all belong to
one family, that of
Adam and then that of
Noah.”

The NGK  report -
interprets the scattering
of the people of Babel
(Genesis II) as a sign
that God was angry with
them for living in unity,
in defiance of his plan
that . they should
replenish the Earth. .

Against this view Bax
argues that God scat-
tered the people of
Babel, not because they
sought unity but to
punish them because —
like the Afrikaner —
they tried to achieve a
separate cultural iden- -
tity, fame and greatness.
They tried to seek
security in that which
was their own (die eie)
instead of in God alone.

Bax argues that not
only does the report
.misinterpret Scripture,
it also overlooks much,
especially in the New
Testament,” that is cen-
trally concerned with
the tremendous struggle
of the Gospel against
the apartheid of its

time” — between Jew

.and Gentile.

Bax refers to two
texts, Eph 2:11-22,
“which emphasises that
before Christ came the

- Gentiles were separated

from Israel, but now
they are no longer ‘ex-
cluded from citizenship
in Israel’, and no longer
‘foreigners’ to the co-
venents’ made with the

" nation of Israel.”

The second text (Gal:
11-21) reports ‘“how
Peter as a Jew regularly
shared the same table
(for the Holy Com-
munion) with the Gen-
tile Christians in An-
tioch”.

Then Jewish Chris-
tians from Jerusalem
tried to pressure him to
“separate himself”.
“This separation Paul
denounces as hypocrisy
and a fundamental
betrayal of the Gospel
and of Christ himself.

“This test ids par-
ticularly important be-
cause it was over the
whole issue of the
shared table that

apartheid began to be
accepted into the NGK.







