AP 197y 3_10-3










TWENTY FIVE ' years
ago Mao Tse-tung stood
on top of the Gate of
Heavenly Peace, with
his back to Peiping’s
ancient Forbidden City,
and proclaimed the birth
of the People’s Republic
of China.

The same day, the new
rulers of the world’s largest
nation chanfed the name of
their capital city from Peip-
ing to Peking. It was the
first gesture of the
movement to new horizons.
Behind them were 28 years
and three months of the
“Long March” just ended;
an exercise which Mao had
recently described
“first step”.

Where would the next
step lead? If the collected
commentaries of outside ob-
servers is any indication it
has led to a multitude of

man Mao are forever pre-
sented at historic crossroads
and forks in the political
road.

“The Chinese peoPIe have
stood up, nobody will insult
| us any more,” was what Mao
| told the multitude in the

Square of the Gate of Heaven-
| Iy Peace. Nearly eight

years later, US Secretary of

State John Foster Dulles de-

clared that “communism. is

ant to the Chinese

?eop e”, adding “con-

idently” that communism in

China was a “passing and

not a perpetual phase . . .

we owe it to ourselves, to
our allies and the Chinese
people to do all that we can
fiog'contribute to that pass-
n ]

| In 1972 the immensel
_publicized visit of US Presi-
dent Richard Nixon was al-
most universally accepted as
“successful”,

From the Bi

Heaven and es r

turnings. China and Chair--

However, even given the
withdrawal of American
combat troops from Viet-
nam, major obstacles to
détente — Taiwan, the con-
tinuing conflict in the south
Asian mainland and the old
ideological differences — re-
main. The Nixon-Chou com-

Mao’s China s

munique’s call for “the re-

duction of tension in the
area”, is differently viewed
by the two sides.

In 1962, Mao outlined
Chinese relations with Rus-
sia to the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Com-

munist. Party. As one

translation has it, he said: °

“After the victory of the re-
volution, he (Stalin) again
suspected that China --would
be like Yugoslavia and I
would turn into a Tito. Af-
terward, when I went to
Moscow | to ~conclude' the
Sino-Soviet Treaty of Al-
liance and Mutual As-
sistance, this also involved a
struggle. fug 2 e
“He did not want to sign,
it, but finally agreed after
two months of negotiations.
When did Stalin begin to
have confidence in us? It
bealan in the winter of 1950
with the Resist America-Aid
Korea campaign. Then he

‘came to believe that we

were not Tito and not

Yugoslavia.” .
IMPLACABLE

Today, the Soviet Union

would dearly love to have
the Chinese as nice ' and

friendly Yugoslavs. Instead,

apart from the not-so-cold
conflict between tmf’?s of
either side on the! frozen
Sino-Soviet border, the two
old allies are now quite im-
placably opposed to each

other ~ on  international
issues. :
Political analysts gener-

ally agree that the main
rel?;rson gfr:r the split was the

Soviet Union’s insistence on .

guiding China alon
volutionary roa
Chinese determination
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Great progress has
been made, but

with Mao aging and

Chou ill, a testing
_leadex_‘ship crisis lies

ahead.

‘Bot ek
not actually the beginning

25 years

other influential nations, the

_Chinese do not offer the

structures and  solutions
they have evolved for them-
selves as ideals to be du-
plicated. ¢
As a policy it has had
obvious appeal for the so-cal-
led third world and China’s
considerable influence, par-
ticularly in Africa ‘and more
understandably in Asia, is
viewed with some concern in
many powerful quarters. It
has not always been success-
ful or smooth. The breach
with India is a long way
from being healed.
* In Africa, “the yellow
man’s burden” is a phrase
used

‘with more meaning
than simqg as a ody of
Rudyard Kipling. More than
one African state has

can

broken off diplomatic rela-
tions with China because of
Chinese “interference” in
their domestic affairs. The
presence of large Chinese
populations in many
countries, particularly in
South-east Asia, has brought
its own problems. -
_But the abiding _impres-
sion in the developing world
is that China’s is an accep-
table face.

Chinese aid’ proframmes.
notably the Tanzania-Zambia
railway line, and bi-lateral
trade ements, like the
rubber-rice pact with Sri
Lanka, have included a aum-

ber of spectacular successes.
It has been slowly forging
links with the rich world as

well, Japan and Australia

being recent examples.-
Its many spasms of in-
ternal confusion, or so ‘they
have seemed to outsiders
have given China the mosf
publicity abroad. Each one
was supposed to be a critical
to manoeuvre,

of the end, but the system
has survived them. Perh:rs
there is something in Chair-
man Mao’s that con-
stant self-criticism is essen-

‘success in cuttirzg
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the “elimination of unem-
ployment” and “self-sufficien-
cy in food”, A third, which
everybody else seems to add
to China's most singular
achievements, but = which
that country does not see in
quite the same light, is its
down its
population growth to under
one percent.

, POPULATION POLICY

_ At the World Population
Conference in Bucharest,
Rumania, in August, China

_prevented the publication of

what was by all accounts a
highly laudatory first-hand
report, prepared by a
foreign population expert,
about China’s population
policy. China refused to
allow it because, it trans-
Plred, it did not want its pol-
¢y to be confused with

pulation controls and be
oisted as such upon the de-
veloping world.

The current “cross-roads”
at which, it seems, China
finds itself is a crisis of
leadership. Chairman Mao
Tse-tung, it is rightly
pointed out, is over 80 years |

{ old. Prime Minister Chou
‘En-lai is not much younger

and is now recovering in
hospital after a heart-attack.
The rest of the re-
volutionary Old Guard who
are not dy -dead or dis-
credited cannot be expected
to around for much
longer. Who will take their
places? * ; ‘

Everybody, it seems, bar
the Chinese, are worried
sick. The names of younger
men and women ‘are thrown
about like' confetti, appar-
ently on the basis that some
% them by the very fact’

at their names are known

if abroad, must surely settle in

the seats of power, As the
country celebrates its 25th
anniversary, under com-
munist rule, 'fthou&htfu!
outsiders” are said to be
worried about China after

will disappear, but my

at China and learn, not the
words remain forever.

pansionism” is unremitting, accord-

under Mao are not, &
.,

ooked ! .
.. For its own part, China’s Chinese way, but the need ing to the Chinese them- thoughtful,” repea
(Matthew 24:38, influence abrogd has been to . develop ‘ways of their selves, the development of after some time. Then he
" ' Uving Bible) | eytended on the basis that own. Unlike the its nuclear armoury or entry brightened. . You mean
! other countries should look Uni h "

on, or for that wMa into the United Nations, but




