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AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
NATIONAL
WOMEN'S SECRETARIAT

PO BOX 3179]
Lusaka, Zambia
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TANC Telephone: 2] 9656/7
UNITED ACTION

POI PEOPLE’S Powsvu Telex: 45390

    

Chairperson,

RWC/ANC

3 Lin¢okn Road,

HARARE

23rd August, 1989

Dear Comrade,

We attach hereby a photocopy of a letter which is self-
explainatory. We request you to do the following:

1. Obtain as much information as possible about the SANNAP
PROJECT in a systematic and detailed way, such as

— materials used

- production method

— durability and hygiene of the product.

2. Opinions of the users.

3. Your own opinion.

Itwould be useful to include a medical profession person when
assessing the Project. PLease do not postpone this task, we
need the information.

Yoursi&_the struggle for a free democratic non-racist non—sexist
South Africa!

4414a. 4474"
Gertrude Shope

Head, Women's Section
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280 me Melcalfe Stmet, Suite 500
Ottawa, Ontario

K2PIR7

Cde Gertrude Chop

Director of ANC

Women's Section

Lusaka, Zambia

April'}, I989

Dear Gertrude,

Greetings from the Canadian Union of Public Empioyees District
Council of Ottawa-Carletoh (CUPE).

I am writing to you regarding the meeting which took place be—
tween members of the Womenfs Section, the CUPE delegation, Tricia
Sadoway and Shellie Bird and the CUSO field staff Joanann Nolan
on March 2I, I989 in Lusaka.

It was during this meeting that you expressed your concerns about
the difficulty faced by girls and women in obtaining sufficent'
sanitary protection during thier menstrual period, and how it
caused disruption in school attendence and lost time for
women.

Upon returning to Canada we spoke with Bibiana Seaborn,
who has been working on women'

spoke to us of her involvement in the Cooperative'movement in
Zimbabwe and in particular her involvement in the Jacaranda SANNA P
Project. This project grew out of the same you are presently
dealing with in Lusaka. The Jacaranda
need to provide girls and women

sanitary protection

Project developed out of the
Mith easily available and affordable

. A Women's Sewing Cooperative was commissioned
to design, produce and market safe, refusable sanitary napk;ns.
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I have taken.the liberty of writing to the Women's Action Group
(WAG) care of the Jacaranda Pfoject in Harare_fegarding your
situation in Lusaka. I thought that if you felt if was something
worth pursuing you could write to WAG and request more information
about the project. Maybe together you and the WAG could come up
with a solution which could be of benefit to the both of you.

The Council would look forward to hearing from you on the out
come of this endeavour. We will be with you in wishing you the
best of luck in finding a solution to this problem.

In Solidarity

s.

Shellie Bird
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    UNITED ACTION

FOR PEOPLE'S POWEII

 

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
NATIONAL
WOMEN'S SECRETARIAT

PO BOX 3179]
Lusaka, Zambia
Telephone: 219656/7
Telex: 45390

26 June, 1989
The Secretary

Regional Women‘s Committee
African National Congress

Harare

ZIMBABEE .

Dear Comrade,

Enclosed is a letter from Shellie Bird to comrade Getrude Shope.

The letter is self-explanatory.

The Women‘s Secretariat has decided to refer the letter to your

region for the RWC to make a follnw up. We request your committee

to contact the Jacaranda SANNAP Project and to assess whether

our women can benefit from it. The RWC should take into

consideration the fact that though a lot of improvement in supply

of sanitary protection for women in our organisation has taken

place, shortages are still experienced by our women in some regions,

in particular Tanzania.

Hopingforyour prompt attention to this matter,

Inthe‘YeéilofMassAction for Peoples Power!

*Gefimde sgope:.

(Head;Women5section)

 
 



 

 

I have written to the ‘NC Women's Section giving a very brief

introduction to the Jacaranda SANNAP Project and suggested that if

it is something that would benefit them they could write to you to

request more information.

Maybe together you and the Women's Section could come up with a

solution that could be beneficial in addressing their needs and

at the same time expand the work of the Jacaranda Project.

The Council would be very grateful if you could write and let us

know how things work out. Thank you very much fer your consideration

on this matter. We will be looking forward to hearing from you.

In Solidarity

Shellie Bird
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Cde Elizabeth Rider

Women's Action Group

Box I35

Harare, Zimbabwe

April 3, I989

Dear Comerades,

Greetings, my name is Shellie Bird, I am a member of the Canadian

Union of Public Employees District Council of Ottawa-Carleton. I

have just recently to Canada from a visit to Southern Africa.

The delegation of which I was part of spent two weeks in Mozambique

visiting with the OTM (Organization of Mozamican Workers). We then

travelled to Zimbabwe where we met with OCCZIM members and the

ZCTU. We then proceeded onto Zambia where we met with members of

the {NC Women's Section in Lusaka.

Comrade Gertrude Chope the Director of the Women's Section spoke

to us of the many activities and issues that they are currently

busy with. She explained to us that one of the more pressing

issues facing girls and women in the region is the problem 6:

insufficent sanitary protection. She told us that for many women

and girls the cost of sanitary pretection was too costly even when>

they were occassionaly available in the shops.

In Canada Bibiana Seaborn heard of the meeting which took place

between the womens Section and the CUPE delegation and of the

concerns of the Women's Section regarding sanitary protection.

We met with Bibiana and upon her!recommendation I am writing you

this letter to inquire about the‘possibility of your group corres-

ponding with the Women's Section:about the Jacaranda Project.

Perhaps you could address their concerns and if possible offer some

information and advice on how they could resolve this problem.
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