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: 34 January 1990 / Unhvenfdty (U) NEHHZERH

DemI" M R191. 1 1y ,. Education Project Unit

Ki ng George V Avenue Durban 40m Soul h Africa

RE : UN ADDRESS Tel ephone (M) KI 62607 Fax (OCH) 8162214

Tclcgrams University Tcl cx GZI ZJI SA

| have just received a copy of ynur addregg tO0 the Unitwd Natiwns
regardi ng thm nmenberhhip Of SAILIS m |FLA | wa$ npat heartened tO
re’d thmtaut Of your interventimm at the UN a5 Such action is |ong
ww due. G anpi hnw Df prngrrmagi vm | i hwari ahw in South Africa have been
attenpting to nrganiwm an alternative to SAIL S ta addregs the

?g in acceaa tn librarim and reaource centrea

tuuma Quch a$ gkillg, resources, actual library

he addreaged in sone kind of concreta and

i ncredi bl e di wurnt

acroww Smuth Africa.

bui | di ngs etc. HEHU

crmmuni ty baaed way.

we are Etill in the proc955 wf buil ding an organisation which wll
address thege prabl ena. The procews i5 still fraught with probl myg a5
nT gani #1tiun buil ding 1% al ways a | engthy procegs. The Durban Regourca
Centre Farumw || be di scusaing your contribution at some point.

| amcurrently warking for the Education PrnjectmUnit in Durban which
1% a community basnd renearch prnmjwut |inked to the NEED ( Nati mal
Educati on Coordinating Commttenju | have been given the task of
conducting regearch into the condition QI libraries in Natal, at
school s and ot her regource c9ntrnb which nmay be avail able. There are
actually very fww resuurcmcentre%or |ibrar19% which havw bean
egtablighnd in Durban. Munt libraries ara situated near the white

r 'idehtim arrlg a3 a result at the poliaim of apartheid ahd the

G nmup nrwag act. | am hnpi hg tm nmurvey & nunber of progreaaive
librarieal/reauurce CQHtFQB to nbtain a "nodel" at progrwhai ve and
cmmunity hawed librarieg. | mhall have to 100k ta other centreg such

as Jahanheaburg and 03pm Town fnr theae cage studies. After thig
initial EUFVQY wnr kmhopg will be held with community groups to | ook at
way% i n whi ch new cwntrea can hm w$t abl i ghed gpeclfically in the
Durban area. | am hoping that the prnject will eventually lead to the
eat abl i shnent of a new reamurcw Chntrmcatering for the informati m
hmwdw nf t hwse whm have hwwn for 3d tO live in SA Q townshi ps. Nata
haw t hm addnd di nengi on Of heinu fraught by pulitical cnnflict and
viul whcw with the pr swhce nf |Inkatha in the rwgiun. | am hoping that
problemw || be frund.
armative wayg of dealing with thin
T/uw Uniwmily uf Nulul nfimin ri/nrllnid.
Il ix an mIm up/mlunilim
(ITHrmu/iw mlinn Uniwnilr.
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| amcurrently applying fur funding tO attend the | FLA conference in
Auguet 1990. | think that the tnpice 100k particularly interewing and
certainly thuld prove useful far ny res.arch. Very little regearch of
a prugreeeive nature 1% in progress in bouth Africa. Librarians tend
t0 becone fairly techniciet in their approach to library ecience a3 a
recent uwnference here illustrated. The enphasis was on the technol ogy
Of libraries (mainly private corporation |libraries) and nothing wae
gai d about librariee euch a5 the workere’ Library nor SDVAFCU. | fact

I would he $urprl$ed if any of the SAILIS nenbers were aware of these
l'i brariee.
The Durham reeource forum 15 also trying to put together a newel etter
which will deal with current iseues affecting reeource centrea and
progreseive librariane. W hope tn have thie available in the near
future and will SBHd you a copy once it 15 avail able.
A skille training prmect hag el em been operating for the past year

It has been coordinated and initiated by the Durban and
Pi etermaritzburg Resaurce Foruns and is currently underguing
eval uatian. | have enclosed a cnpy Of the training project information
panphl et. Jenny waen 15 the coordinator (at the Univermty of Natal,
Pietermaritzhurg).
Apart fromthe reeearch project which | have sketched nut above | am
3150 involved in the eetablishnent hf a reenurce centre On educatim
for the researchers in the EPU. | have collected together a w de
Sel ection of resmurcem on educati on and Wave tried to concentrate on
Peopl e’ e Education materi al e.
| hope that you will cmmtinue t0 ehmw support for progressive
librarianw and reenmurce centremin South Africa. If ynmu have nay other
docunentatim On the queetion of libraries in South Africe pl eaee
furward a copy to ne.
| lock forward to hearing fromyou and hope perhape to neet you at the
| FLA conference in August.
Ynure hinterely
Cat hy Stadl er
Reeaur ces Coor di nat or



