1111111
Tl T

ok 1

P ——

Some Notes on White Workers.

T i

White workers are conscious of their protected
'statué in South African law and also of the privileges
that these practices bring them, Thelr defence of
racist labour practices is not a false consciousness,
as some revolutionary theorists agree, as these serve
their material interests, In another respect, however,. ;
there is a false consciousness in their belief and
interest in preserving the white apartheid state.

They very much see thelr Jjobs at stake by blacks

wﬁo do not belong to "their" South Africa. Whereas

this had some validity in the 1920's, given the present
aligninent of social forces within white South Africa

and internationally, defence of the present day

aparfheid system most definitely is not in tnelr

class interests.

The white wqfkers are the first white group whose 4
narrowly defined class interests are being jetisoned by
a reactionary solution to the South African problem
with wartime apartheid pushing for a final dismem—
berment of thé EOMRIERNY, 4L

This satellisation of Southern Africa, with its

great central Blankestan feeding and bleeding
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disciplined ranks_of Bantustans, far from beilng an

embarrassing example of archaism, could become a model

for the capitalist world with not much'blessing for

white workers. [ultinationality 1implies the Sacrifice
. of traditional white privileges to the Interests of

multinational capital in much the samne way that in

Europe and the USA national interests are beilng

sacrificed to multinational ones. The white workers,
like thelir black class brothers, will becoime a focus

for the overpowering multinational corporations.

As workers of a modern industrial state the white

workers are already beginning to feel the pinch of

the crisis in western capitalism - unemployment,

inflation, diminishing living standards, a steady
attack on democratic rights, and finally, dronically,
the gradual collapse of the colour bar and the erosilon

of petty apartheid.,

As time goes the position of the white workers

will worsen, even though there may be a temporary

respite during the transition period of war time

o

apartheid. White unemploymnent will find work in the

armanants industry which, as ‘the struggle escalates

in South Africa and around 1ts borders, will become

a’ boom industry. White unemployed will also be placed
in the permanent force of the military so forming a

lumpen element fighting the national liberation movement,
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The false consciousness amongst the white'workers
that OKHELA identifies could perhape better be described
as a misplaced consciousness. Workers defend thelr
interests and rights through organising trade unions
with a stake in the state. This 1s the way workers 1n
modern western countries have responded, and likewise

in South Africa. lowever, the South African white

workers sacrificed true class bound interests by

cutting themselvesoff from the black workers and

subsequently were forced To staking their futures

in the apartheid state. Whereas, in terms of narrowly defined
white worker interests, this was understandable 1n

the 1920's (in 1924 they got job protection and an

1nduatr1al labour law) since then conditions have
'changed. The social forces Wthh recently emerge

;_as predomlnant in the apdrtheld state. nationally

and 1nternatlona]ly, now clearly work ag11nst the
very privileges that the white workers originally
enjoyed. The white worker should now be in a position
to deliver a more precise and class orliented

judgement on the apartheld social system,

. The question of industrial organisation lies at the
very heart of the program to transform the apartheid
system. As the white workers form a signifant part of

+the industrial labour .force their eventual role is

of strategic importance, In spite of where the white
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workers are politically at present, there exists the
very essence of an OKHELA logos in their not so distant
past, In 1914 the white miners of the Rand spoke of
setting up a provisional government in the tradition
of workers uprisings in Russia and Europe of that‘

time. They almost succeeded in an insurrection against

the autocratic and 1mper1allst regime of general Smuts.

Not only were the industrial workers ci the early
;; . period, malnly the miners but also boer women in the
textile and clothing industry, viclously explqited, '
they also had to contend with absolute powerlessness
against the state, The character of the uprising clearly
illustrated the‘national probleins they had to contend
with as a settler colonial industrial proletariat. They
were 1mpoverlshed boers following the Anglo-Boer War{
they were the rabble who flocked from all parts of the
world to the gold fields around Johannesburg, then a
sort of Mecca of international big-finance hooliganilsm,
The very‘essence‘of a brutally exploited proletariat
coming to terms with their exploliters under conditions
of complete national alienation. The 1914 uprising was

crushed by military force.

The 1914 saga was repeated in 1922. The white

miners again told Smuts and the big-finance bosses To

go to the devil and they called on the soldiers to side
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with them. The uprising againpended in bloodshed, ‘
‘leaving 400 dead; Again viclous exploitation was
the'issué; and again the question of national
aslienation was a root problem., The fascists ‘'solved

the national problem Dby siding against imperialism and
Smuts with the white workers and on thls basis*winning

an election in 1924, The white workers won state power

the natlionalists

O3

to entrench and advance +heilr 1nterest

got theilr way and the true politics of apartheld and

dismemberinent of South Africa took root,

Under the revolutlionary conditions brought‘about

by the national 1iberation movement the situation 1s

ripe for cultivating a truly patriotic and soclalist

culture amonst the white workers., OKHELA white worker

logos has to reverse the political consequences of

1922 and return to tne spirit of 1914 in the wake of

the national liberation struggle., OKHELA continues to

strive for cell formations within the various white

worker organisations which could be the germs for the

emergence of a socialist type industrial organisation
where the workers are 1n control, black and whilte,

shoulder to shoulder.

OKHELA February 1977,

Frl o s
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Some Notes on the Role of Whites in the Scuth African Strurgle.
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Over three hundred years ol settler colonialisim
saw a "vulture culture" weld the whites in South
Africa together into a national group based on

racial domination and exploitation of the colonlsed

~black majority. When the all white Nationalist Party

came into power in 1948 it rationalised this explolt-
ation and laid the blueprints for the ultinate dismem=:

beriment of the country.

The politics of national domnination and exploit-

ation has led to wart It 1s a war of national liber-

-ation. The enemy ol the people, the white state in

the broad sense of the word, is seen as 2 forelgn
OPPressor. The dynamics of white oppression involve

a firmly entrenched white nation state that will not |
yvield, let alone quit the scene. The whites stand F
firm azainst the national aspirations of the colonised

people.

The struggle of the indigenous people against
2LD ‘ 2

‘gettler colonialism 1s a struggle for sociallsm

against a strongly entrenched capitalist state
supperted by world immperialisin. 1T onvisaces maintaining

the territorial integrity of the country 2nd gaining

control over 1ts resources.




The main antagonists for power in South Africa
fall into racialacamps. The blue prihts lalid down
by the practitioners of apartheid, the Nationalist
" Party have become a war manifesto. Thelr purported
objectives are the maintainance of the national
identity of the whites, to finally dismember the
country in order to continue national domination
and exploitation of Southern Africa. The black
liberation movement will fight forrterritorial

integrity of the country and majority rule,

. Apartheild idecology purports to protect the'idena '
1< tity of .the whites in South Africa, Whgt in fact 1t
}? . has done 1is to effecfively isolate whites both 1n
their own country and internationally. The whites
have become conditioned by thelr lack of contact
with the people of the country, bé lack of contacy

with the South African inside themselves and have

been led to civil war,

The harsh reality of war 1s a concern of ali
the people of South Africa. As the confrontation
escalates white infransigence on the main 1issues
is bound to weaken., The futures of all in South
Africa are linked and the present situatioh can
never hold. The key question 1s: what sort of future

and which issues will be yielded to forin that future.
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Under the present harsh reality in South

Africa this question is to be resolved by war and

‘the outcome dependant on whichever 1nterest group,

of race or of class is going to 1impose 1tself,

On the question on the future for South Africa
OKHELA is clear. We are fightening for a socialist
futﬁre and an accommodation of a white communit;
within a revolutionary program for the transformation
of the apartheid social system. Essentially we are
competing for the allegiance of significant sections
of the whites against the apartheid separatist#elements
whomn wé are trying to isolate and expose 1n the path

of the onward march of the national liberation

movement., Indeed, if a reasonably sized group amongst

the whites joined with those for majority rule, the
cause of war will become that much less compelling.,
Concern for our own people, the white South Africans,
motivates OKHELA to work towards fostering such a

group as a sociallst cause.

Concern for our people 1s a concern for peace
in South Africa. Eradibating national domination and
econoimic exploitation is a necessary condition to
peace, If an ultimate dismembermemcnt of the country
is the final outcoine of the looming war in South Africa
it could still leave the white group 1in control over
the economlc and humah resources ot Southern-Africa.

It would perpetuate imperialist exploitation and would




fail to remove the threat of continued war and
international strife around the sub continent.

OKHELA therefore addresses the question of national
idehtity and territorial dismemberment as two cruclially
important issues to expose and oppose within the

white group.

Apartheid in its explicit form is a rational-
isation of exploitation - class exploitation with class
distinctions being reinforced by race laws., This, the
segregation dimension of apartheid, effects every
conceivable human right, taken for granted 1in the
civilised world, of the black majority. Apartheld 1deol-
ogy in its separatisf dimension, expresses the
cﬁltural and national differences between white and
black. It 1s the értificially created distance which
resultedin the blueprints, alread& instituted 1n the
establishment of Bantustans, that will lead to the
ultimate dismemberiment of the country. It exXxpresses
the complete denial of national rights to the colonised
majoritys for the practitloners Eg %Bﬁﬁéh%ﬁg war cry

in the name of "national identity" of the whiltes,

A crucial task for OKHELA 1s to analyse and
elaborate for the various sectors of the white community

what the consequences of a revolutionary transformation
of the apartheid social system will mean for them. For

example, it is clear that the role of the white army,

expressing both the willingness and the ability of

the white state to fight, will be crucial.




Something like one third of the entire white

labour force 1is government employed. The existance of
an all white government machine is the living reallty
s . ' of separatist South Africa. It 1s under control of the

'Nationalist Party. Eventually 1t may fall under the

§

growihg influence of the military.

The question of industrial denocracy ties at
.the very heart of any revolutionary program, It will
involve some South African type soviet organisation
of industry on a fully integrated basils bétween white

and black workers. Also at the heart of a revolutionary
program is the quest}on of landownership., This 1s
'essenfial as in many ways the black-white contradiction
in South Africa is manifested 1in urban-rural contra-
dictions. Expropriation of white farmers and placing
the land under control of those who work it will go

a far way to redress the 1mbalance.

When looking at the role of the middle class the
international dimepsion of the South African libefation
struggle becomes rglevant. Will a white middle class
ever accept a socialist South Africa? Or will 1t Dbe
involved in an attemot to 1lmpose a"liberal solution"
+o the South African question with foreign influence

and possibly in alliance wilth a senerals clique?

P




The youth of South Africa have an historic and

progressive role to play. In a confronation the maln

youth.,

and universities and a general craving 1or renewal 1n

South African 1ife highly controlled by the apartheld

state. Many high school youth rebel at the violently

fascist indoctrination programmes I'Un by the security

police to teach them about the socalled comnunist threat

to the state.

white South Africans are being asked to take up

nce of the apartheld dreamworld.,

arms and die 1n defe

OKHELA work entalls the propagation ol an anti-apartheid

and genu1nely patriotic alternative. OKHELA also provides

the only viable channel for mllltant anti- apartheld

activity for white patriots.

Elaborating a theory of revolutionary change in

South Africa 1s an extremely ditficul? task. On one

thing the radical oppo sition in South Africa speaxs

with one voice: 1t is only through extra~legal means

that real change change can be brought abo

A viable military challenge to the apartheld state by

the revolutionary movement has yetT to0 be put into

effect. lMuch of tne work that has been done to date

by the movement has been sheer pragmnatlsmn.

Also with the OKHELA program there was a great
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deal of pragmatism before 1t settled on its present

course, Its 1deology was developed under the difficult p

securlty conditions inside the country and in 1solation
in exlile. The test for this ideology is its practical
appliéation and the response from the disenchanted 1n
the:white community without 1ts being lsolated from

‘}3 ' S g progressive elements 1n the country by the enemy.

This was the harsh experience with Breytenbach - the
state went all out to destroy the appeal of OKHELA
i f?! ' by attacking the professional, polltical and personal
I integrity of Breytenbach and alllqther exposea
mlilitants 1n a désparate attempt to 1solate OKHELA

~as a lunatic fringe group. Fact is the the enemy failed,

but the toll was heavy nevertheless,

Much of what Breyten sald in court went un-
noticed., But one thing fhat rang chillingly from his
statement i1n court is that he acted out of concern
for his people. Coming from the most important
Afrikaans writer living this statement will surely

be historic, Breyten's concern was one that he felt

at a deep personal level, In a brilllant essay written
while in exile he described the personality of

white South Africa as a settler colonial vulture culture,
mPch of OKHELA 1deology was developed from such funda-
mentals relating directly to the whites and %heir

g inevitably having to come to terms with the national




1iberation movement,

There may appear to be a contradiction between

the idealism and the clarity of OKHELA 1logosS and the

brutal reality of every day apartheld 1ife, Do our hopes

&7T ! iz S within OKHELA indeed tally with the horrendous reallty
Eé t of érmy and police brutallty inside the country?
3%3 " what chance does OKHELA have under these conditions? The
ig i contradiétion for OKHELA is apparant. On the one hand
f l we really belelve +hat OKHELA has a Case to state to our
e | people and mobilise them; on the other haﬂd every
fﬂ i OKHELA militant knows that exposure while underground
ff i could result in his or her being torn apart 1in the
f i most literal sense of the word by the whites on the
4 * South African streets.
L
E%%. The harsh realitles confirm our guts ideology
; | as being right. The shite South African personallty
1? . that Breyten describes 18 a hrittle one, The reallty
é éi is harsh on all 1in South Africa as it 1s on OKHELA. The
: % fact is that the futures of all are 1inked and thét
L T the present Situation can never hold. Vorster is
i i ags sure of this as‘is OKHELA.,
|
full well that the

OKHELA persevelres knowing

Ees ' scope and form of its operatlons arc severecly res-

tricted by the repression in South Africa and knowing
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full well that the state has deployed the death penalty
as a deterrent to OKHELA being active., OKHELA is a

spark, small but tenaclous one, a spark that will not
die by water.

Our analysis of the reality in South Africa clear-
ly indicates what must be done; coming To grips with

how to do it 1is the constant work of OKHELA militants.

February 1977.




do anything about tne situztion in South Africa, or is 1t too
1ate? %inat is the role of whites 1n thé struzsle to iree
South Africa froa the grip of apartaeld? Taese are questions
which mucst be cddresced Dy every South Arricen winite who loves

higs or her couintry.

these questions and woulc lize to trace tihe development or Ny

ovm convictions on Tiell.

ct

ok

mhere were 2lways two blaci "servants” in the hoine to clean up

behind us, to be at the beck and call of the white "madan"

PERSOITAL THSTINONY 0F OKHELA IIILITANY BILL ANTDZSON

New -York, N.Y., January 6, 1977

Is there any future for whites in South Africa? Can white

I

-

As a younZ wihite Souti Africen, I have wrestled witn

I grew up in a secure and contortable home with no worrles

-

1 of most white noies in Soutn Africa. el Iovas A7

)

0

yplc

blindly accented the coclcal concitions around me as norimal.

and "master" whenever necessary. <The fact that most of tThe

servants who worked for us saw their families for only a couple

of‘weeks each vear didn't strille me &as unusual.. Théf'was simp]
the way tThings had always been.,

T went to 2n elitist »rivate hign school wnere I develobpec
1iberal ideals. [y awareness oi tne conditions under which
blacks suiferecd grew, and I became aware ox thé glaring in-

justices in the socicty. Thlis avarencss grewv, however, withln

the framework of a Soutin African liberal's approach, which hol

L ] .J.-.

that as "civilized, educated" whites, we have a dutly towards
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the “poor, heloless" blacks.

to

~;‘ j *  - Y then went to the University of Cape Town and began

gquestion tnese sssumptions. For the Tirst time in my life 1

*reallzed that blacks had forged tielr own st;ubsle and that:

~itinate in thelr own right--that one Perso:

numan right and that the ~overnmnent did

S8, 1o redlized +hat I had ©to stand

1y frustrati

, In July 1575 1 wvas dratted into the army and in Hovember
5 of that vear was sentl To ngola to figat or My COUNTIY e
-' : . ilembers of my vatallion were killed in action., I realized tha:

s1led uvon to defend, pernaps with my life, a

moreover, one that 1 believe 1s

system that 1 cbnored anc,
_ doomed <O fallure. iy disgust grew as T witnessed the brutal
A way in which thls system needs to delend itsels. IZvery nignt
throush the months of llay and June of last year I went <o bed
I with the screaﬂs o7 innocent men being tortured ringing in my
' cars.' A key quastlion that lent on cropring ud in ny mind wvas:
If I hate this system SO thoroughly, what am 1 coing to do
l .
abourt it? Jhat role could I play, 1f any, in changing tne

In the Ifew newspapers which were circulated 1n the

military overational aiea tovards the end of 1975, alot was

greatly admired. There he was, standing

 marrorisa Ac* 2 soldlier of the "enca

|
b,
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sibility 2or his actions, first and foremost as a natriot

who cared for.-nis ovn people. By contrast, here 1 was, on

the borders, a soldler defehding somethinz I didn't believe 1n.
Breyfenbach made a_strong impression on ne. Heré was an
Afrikaner acting outslde the "law" to destroy the state
bec:use'he believed that his own peopleé—those vino were con-
deming and sentencing him--needed to be liberated from their

Tascist colliglon courses
In July 1975, with these quectlons still as yet unresolved

in my mind, I left South Africa oetween terms of militery

service to study avroad. In London I was anproacined by OLiliLa.

Unknovmn to me, I had worked with a nuaber ol CIKZLA militants
in Cape Town and tiey anad Yriefed the externzl wing ol Ny
position az a »notvertial recruit, It didn't teke long for ne To

.realize that CiIICLA »rovided the answer to the very questions

I'd been zZreovling with, and I was soon recruited into The

o
-

organization.

Just before my statement on Tae atrocities perpetraved

by the South Airican military in Angola and Neamibla cane out
in the British press, I wrote a letter To John Vorster telllng

7

him that what I was about to do was the act of a patriot who
loved his countcey.

o g

I'g Ffound 2 political home in CKiZLa. I came in contact
wih peonle who had been in exlle Tor years but who were still
deeply committed »patriots vitally involved 1n the liberation oxf

their peovle and tThelr country. '7ithin OKHZLA I found an

organizational outlet for my coianltiaent.
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The writing on the wall in South Africa is clear. The e
v - gpartheid regine is doomed to failure, yet mostT whites live 1n
a make-believe world of Ifalse sccurity.

i - OILIZLA is the firsv organization +o realistically approach

the question of the role of whites in bringlng about change

-'" -

in Souvuan Avrica and the peart toey nizght vlay in a new soclevy.

CilLiLA believes tnav couth Africen whites neea to destroy the

.I.L.:i.ﬂ!

-

anartheill reglie vhich for SO nany Yyears neds denunanized tnen

1

and is now throwing taeil headlong into a @i sstrous bploodbatile

1

The problem 1s now a natter of urgency. weetly moutied

words of Treedom and justice are not en UG t seems clear

+hat the necessery cnrange ig not golng o coie through?t tne

gystem wnose srndition lies deep in whlte superiority and
"

colonial »aternallsil.

ons outoide the law were a clear example

!_h

Breytenbacn's acv

e =

of the anoroach that 1 T+ whites have any future

)

I lral
Citals Jr &

neces

{2

At all in Soﬁ%h Africa it will be deternined only by wnites
comaitting themselves naorto the destruction of the apartheld
regime. The Vorster regine is leadlng us all-down a one vay
road to self-destructloi. |

Ac an OIUIZLA militant 1 am srevared to die for my counvry.
“In ny dreans 1 an hounted by Tihe sScrealls ond courage of tae
Soveto youta who stood in front oI tae regime's guns Ior thelr
belief in the truth of Ireedoi. L am encouraged_by the e:zaaple:
of Bran Fischer and 2reyten Breytenbach and the many others,

black =2nd wnite, the True leaders, who are rotTing in jalls.
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'the vision I have of one day returning to my home. The only

way home for ne and the only hope for tThose back home 1is tTo

fizht. It is to that siruggle that I have now Ifully cqmmitted
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| THE ALIENATION OF WHITE SOUTH AFRICA
BY BReYTEN BREYTETIBACW.
Looking into South Africa is like looking into the
;53 mirror at midnight when one has pulled a face and a train
blew its whistle and one's image stayed there,fixed for

all'eternity.ﬁ horrible face,but one's own.

Apartheid is the state and the condition of being
apart.It is the no man's land between peoples.But this gap
is not a neutral space.It is the artificilally created
distance neccesary to attenuate,for the practitioners, the
very raw reality of racial,economic,social and cultural
 ?£ . discrfmination and exploitation.It is the space of the
;; IWhite'man's being.It is the distance needed tolconvince
himself of his denial of thelother's humanity.It ends up

denying all humanity of any kind both to the other and to

himéelf.

Apartheid is at the same time the 1implement A T o
exploitation and the implementation thereof.It is the Lion

tamer's whip and stool.The lion sees stool,whlip and man

as one,




For the White man,apartheid is a distance of mind, a

o state of being,the state of apartness.From the assumption

of apartness - from the necessity to stress this apartness,

to justify and rationalise it, to obscure that which may
strip him'naked‘- White culture in South Africa 1s born.

Apartheid works.It may not function administratively,

its justifications and claims are absurd and it certainly

has not succeeded 1in dehumanising - entirely - the Africans,

L the'Coloureds or the Indifins.But 1t has effectively managed

to isolate the White man.He 1s becoming conditioned Dby

his lack of contact with the people of the country,his

lack of contact with the South African inside himself.Even

though he has become a mental Special Branch,a BOSS of

darkness, he doesn't know what's golng on - since he can

only relate to the syndrome of his isolation.His windows

are painted white to keep the night 1n.

For the White author or artist it results 1n less

contact with reality.He cannot dare look into himself.He




doesn't wish %o b

n and dominating group. He withdraws

a member of the "chosen

of a little intellectual

and longs for the tranquillity

a4 transparent ~iver.He cannot

house on the plain by

one but his colleagues, any other class

identifyiwith any
nd with this he probably

but his own White well-to-do one,a

ome brutalised.He can permlt

The White man has bec

himself to reason away prutality.And in due course his

sensitivity becomes vlunted.Man 11ves through and 1n man.

es his eyes 1O everyday

The writer,the artist who c€l0OS

injustice and inhumanlty will without fajil see 1esSS with
too0.His work will become barren.

his writing oY painting eyes
hen one chooSesS

Wwhen one prelers not to see certain things,Ww

n one's tonguec igs used only

not to hear certain voices,whe

. then the things One€ turned away

to justify +his cholce

from do not cease to exist, the voices do not stop shouting,

but one's €yesS become walled,one's ears 1ess sensitive,
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therefore deaf,one's tongue will make some decadent clacking

noises and one's hands will only be groping over oneself,

The totalitarian regime existing in a hostile environment
must draw the noose within which it protects itself from

contamination ever tighter ; 1t must continue to create
new and more abominable laws, it must constantly redefine

purity or 1ts cul tural values - closely identifled with

its politics - are strangled.

- If you write or paint or film as an Afrikaner you have

own integrity.You become 2]1ienated from yoursell which 1s
worse than bggbut off from the tribe.You become a hack.The
fine intelligence you may have possessed becomes & raw wound
you deaden your insides with money oOT with editing - and
then you are immured into the facade you may OnNce have

thought of cracking. You are now stinking while still on

your feet.And in turn you become fodder for the tribe,you

become part of the pressulc which will be brought to bear

on fools more audaclous than you can permlt yourself to De.
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from its. intellige

and pragmatic adaptation To the reality of South Africa.

The South African authorities have nothing to fear

ntsia,The boys are good and they will

improve as they outgrow this infantile need to rebel.

But the reality of South Africa is not theirs ; the

future of the country is in the hands of all its people.

There is no other fight for culture that can devedop apart

from the popular struggle. The cultural death wish of the

“representatives of Western culture" will make them the

strings on Nero's‘fiddle.
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The capture of prize-winning Afrikaans
Breytenbach was a major biow to the or
zation, especially when he recanted at his
“He spilt a lot of beans,” admit Gvhela

“Although we do not see oursclves as 2 ter-
rorist organization,” OKhela leaders explain,
there may be times when violence is neces-
sary: ‘“Okhela is committed to the armed

Mr. Brevienbach, who was a co-founder of
Okhela in 1972, was jailed for nine years on
Nov. 15, 1975, after being captured by South Af-
ncan police when he returned to his country on

VWhilzs accuse
Scuih Africa
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By David Anable
Staff correspondent of
The Christian Science Monitor

New York
What is prolably the ouly white South
African underzround groun of any signifi-
cance has surfaced here to issue a caal

lengre to the South African Government.
The eroup, v hich calls itself *'Okhkela™
(the Zuta word for “‘spark™), clzims that
the S.'h Afrtcan security forces have
physic''v apd mentaliy tertured the re-
nownsd South African poet Breyien prey-
tenhach. ‘
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~ finement ever since.

what Okhela leaders call a “limited mission.”
He allegedly has been held in solitary con-

>

“Okhela challenges the South African Gov-
ernment to ailow an independent outside ob-
server to vicit Breytenbach and publicly report
on his presant condition,”’ says a statement put
out by Okhela Jan. 6. ;

In an interview here, a number of Okhcla’'s
members and co-founders elaborated on their
subversive organization’s goals including their
determination to help overthrow the South Af-

rican Government and their attitudes toward

violence.

Among those interviewed was William An-
derson., a white South African who left his
country last vear after serving in the South Af-
rican ;urces in Namibia (South-West Africa)
and Angola. His eyewitness allegations that

- South African forces used varying forms of tor-

ture on captured Namibians were published

~ widely in Europe and the United States. He

says he joined Okhela after arrival in London.
The others interviewed requested that their

‘names not be published.

The aim of Okhela, say these members, is to
give political and “‘invisible” support through
the white South African commudity to the
black national-liberation movement. 4

struggle.™

“It must be the black majority who destroy

- the overtly fascist svstem of apartheid (racial

separation) and set up a new society,” they
say, ‘‘but whites should not simply sit back and
wait for blacks to free the country.”

Okhela has therefore given information it
has acquired through its contacts within South
Africa’s white community to the black African
National Congress (ANC), one of the leading
liberation movemernts. A prime example of
this. say Okhela leaders, 1s the documented ex-
posé of aileved VWest German military and nu-

clear cooperation with South Africa which was
published by the ANC two years ago. |

A little earlier, the Dutch Anti-Apartheid
Movement (DAM) published a similar Oxneta-
sourced expose, this time of an alleged major
network of retail-tragde links between Rhodesia
and the world via South Africa.

But the most dramatic Okhela coup was the
publication last year of a dctaiied and docu-
mented study by the Center for Social Action

of the United Church of Christ (with acknowl- |
edgements to Okhela) of alleged sancticns-
busting on a huge scale by Mobil Oil. Mobil has

denied it contravened U.S. restrictions, but un-
dertook a major internal investigation.

ers, but.thev quickly go on to asciy te tiu
back as due to torture and drugging by
curity police.

At the trial witnesses told of Okhela’s
to set up cells within the whitle communi

smuggle arms, to set up an underground |
to steal government documents, and tc

telephones.

“Okhela has certainly participated in
illegal activitics,” say its leaders. Ail:
there are no direct plans to set up an 1
ground press, these sources say, all the
activities mentioned above could be inclu
their projects.

The main thrust, they add, 1s to wi
minds of South Africa’s whites “‘who are
in a make-believe world.” :

“The future of whites in South Africa
ing to be determined by the role they p.
freeing this society,” concludes Bill Ande
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Bv RICHARD WALKER

NEW YORK.
the clandestine \White
South African group that
. supports DBlack rule yes-
terday emerged in public
for the first time to ap-
pea] for imprisoned poet
Breyten Breytenbach.

And a former South Af-
rican soldier, Rill Ander-
son, told a news conference
in his New York flat that
he had been appointed Ok.
~hela’s first “above-ground”
militant.

The move signalled step-
ped-up activity both inside
and outside South Africa,
' he said.

Anderson has heen tour-
ing the US lecturing on
conditions in South West
Africa and publicising his
- allegations of torture by
South African troopsthere,
At the news conference he
was flanked by two col-
leagues who asked that
their names bhe withheld.

In its first public state-
ment, Ckhela accused the
South African authcorities
~of savagely mistreating

— QOkhela,

Breytenbach and challeng-
ed the Government to al-
low an independent ob-
server to visit him and re-
port on his condition,

Quoting “two separate
and reliable sources”, it
said that Breytenbach —
who has just completed the
first vear of a nine-year
sentence — is being held
in solitary confinement in

-

_m“ #

the psychiatric wing of a |

Pretoria hospital.

“He has heen severely
tortured both physically
and mentally, has pleaded
to be put into a mental
asylum and has talked of
suicide,” it claimed.

Breytenbach’s testimony
when he stood trial was
sald to have destroyed Ok-
hela. But the statement
satd: ‘“*Regardless of the
fact that he was forced to
testify on terms dictated
under torture by the Sec-
urity Police, Okbela will
never disown him.”

Anderson said Okhela
was tiae {irst organication
to offer a realistie role for
Whites in bringing about
change in South Africa.

White hopes for the future

would rest on full commit-
ment to RBlack aspirations

now,

He said Okhela could
infiltrate the South
African Government,
businesses and trade
unions. It could move

people in and out of the
couniry at will.

One of Anderson’s col-
leagues said he had re-
turned a number of times
and that a ‘“massive
security netl’ had failed to
catch him. *.

RKavp DAy MAIL.
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By David Anable
Staff correspondent of
The Christian Science Monitor

New York
What is probably the only white Seuih
African undercround groun of any signili-
cance has surfaced here te issuc a caal

lenre to the South African Government.
The croup, which calls iiself “Okhela™
(the Zat1 word for “‘spark™), claims that
the ~. ‘4 African security ferces tave
physico’'v and mentaily tortured the re-
nown-d South African poct Breyten brey-
tenbaca.
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Mr. Brevienbach, who was a co-founder of
Okhela in 1972, was jated for nine years on
Nov. 15, 1975, after being captured by South Af-
rican police when he returned to his country on
what Okhela leaders call a “limited mission.”
He allepedly has been held in solitary con-

‘““Okhela challenges the South African Gov-
~ernment to ailow an independent outside ob-

server to vicit Breytenbach and publicly report
on his present condition,” says a statement put
out by Okhela Jan. 6. |

In an interview here, a number of Okhela’s
members and co-founders elaborated on their
subversive organization’s goals including their
determination to help overthrow the South Af-
rican Governsment and their attitudes toward
violence.

Among those interviewed was William An-
derson. a white South African who left his
conntry last vear after serving in the South Af-
rican iorces in Namibia (South-West Africa)
and Angola. His eyewitness allegations that
South African forces used varying forms of tor-
ture on captured Namibians were published
widely in Europe and the United States. He
says he joined Okhela after arrival in London.

Friday, January 7, 1977

“Although we do not see oursclves as a ter-
rorist organization,” Okhela leaders explain,
therc may be times when violence is neces-

sary: ‘‘Okhela is committed to the armed
struggle.” |

“It must be the black majority who destroy
the overtly fascist system of apartheid (racial
separation) and set up a new society,” they
say, ‘‘but whites should not simply sit back and
wait for blacks to free the country.™

Okhela has therefore given information it
has acquired through its contacts within South
Africa’s white community to the black African
National Congress (ANC), one of the leading
liberation movements. A prime example of
this. say Okhela leaders, is the documented ex-
posé of allewed West German military and nu-

clear cooperation with South Africa which was
published by the ANC two years ago.

A little earlier, the Dutch Anti-Apartheid
Movement (DAM) published a similar Oxoela-
sourced exposé, this time of an alleged major
network of retail-trade links between Rhodesia
and the world via South Africa.

But the most dramatic Okhela coup was the
publication last year of a detaiied and docu-
mented study by the Center for Social Action
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The capture of prize-winning Afrikaans.
Brevtentbach was a major blow to the «r
zation, especially when he recanted at his
“He spilt a lot of beans,” admit Giheld
ers, but thev quickly go on to ascehe -
back as due to torture and drugging by ih
curity poelice.

At the trial witnesses told of Okhela's ;
to set up cells within the white communit
smuggle arms, Lo set up an underground p
to steal government documents, and 1o
telephones. ;

“Okhela has certainly participated in ©
illegal activitics,”” say its leaders. Altl
there are no direct plans to set up an u
ground press, these sources say, ail the
activities mentioned above could be includ
their projects.

The main thrust, they add, i1s to wir
minds of South Africa’s whites “‘who are :
in a make-believe worid.” i

“The future of whites in South Africa )
ing to be determined by the role they pt
freeing this society,” concludes Bill Ander
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of the United Church of Christ (with acknowl-
edgements to Okhela) of alleged sancticns-
busting on a huge scale by Mobil Oil. Mobil has.

g‘ve p()litiﬂﬂ.l and “invisible” support through denied it contravened U.S. restrictions, but un-
the white South African community to the dertook a major internal investgation. :
black national-liberation movement. y - |

oy | aCCUSed by The others interviewed requested that their
_ __names not be published.
... 1 . .underground

The aim of Okhela, say these members, is to
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- Hew York, I.Y., Thursday, January 6, 1977

Breyten Treytenbach was sentenced to nine years

imprisonnent on MNovember 15, 1975, under the South African
Terroriecm .lct.

OKHZLA his recently received inTformation from two
separate and rcliable sources concerninz his present
condition. The organization is deeply concerned about this

- and 1s compelled to malke »ublic this information.

Breytenbacn 1is still being held in solitary confinement,
attached to the onsychiatric wing of a Pretoria hospital.
"He has been severely tortured botid physically and mentally,
has pleaded Tfor»nlacencecnt in a mental acsylum, and has talked |
of committing suilcide. |

|

~T 1 v f o f

ORHELA challenges the South African government to allow i

an independant outside observer +to visit 3reytenbach and j
- vy ® - o | !
publicly report on his present condition. ;
- \

Breyten Breytenbach is one o7 the most respected of f
Alrilaans vriters and artists. He has received the dertzog Prize,
the highest South African literary award, and the P.C., Hooft
prize for literature in the iletherlands. . ie conies Iromm the

heert of Afrikanerdom Ifrom sn ultra conservative family.,

Given his large following inside South Africa, he poses a
serious threat to the regine.

Preytenbach stood in court not as an outside agitator,

but as a patriot who dearly loves his own people. Regardless

or the fact that he was forced to testify as a "sell-out"

J"""H?"l"'-‘"l'-li-"I--I—-l|l—-:l—- e N S P




on terms dictcted under torture by the sccurity police,

OKIELA will never disown him. He is suffering now for his
convictions. Iis witness will always remain on the consciences
of many South African whites, ilore and nore whites are coming
to realize that he ‘offered the only realistic alternative to |
their ovm sel’-destruction. If wnites want any ITuture in

South ATfrica it will be determined by their active role 1in
support of the Hational Liberation Struggle to destroy the
present Ifasclct re*ime. iThat he stood for was the total
overthrow of +he spartheld state, and furtheriiore, he commlitted

his 1life to implementing thesge conviction;. CIiHELA pledge
itself to continue to Tight to the end for what he stood Ior.




0K'R ELA ooy a0 b8,

New York January 1977.

L
i
i

,-—_—.-.,. o W e [

. cragi——

1. Background Notes | pp 1- 3

2. oSome Key Projects

Ll .- "-:I-w-i-'-l---— -*-—-.---.—-q-'—-l-p

Military Project g Fad

} ' Counter Propaganda Project ' 5= 6
.

| Intelligence Unit 7- 8

; South Africa Refugee Concern - 8

' 3. Financial Needs, R

e — R T e — -




A
!

i - E— 5

'l. Background Notes.

'OKHELA was formed in 1972, originally as an

invisible support group of the liberation movement. Due

to political developments inside South Africa, OKHELA

has recently emerged as a group of white South African

.patriots, committed to the overthrow of the apartheld

state, addressing the role of whites in the national

-

1iberation struggle.

Blacks have clearly jefined their role in

the struggle. OKHELA defines 1ts role as working within

the white community where the problem of apartheld stems

from. The s1cKnesS of apartheld must be exposed and

That 1s our responsibility and it is a task which we as

whites are uniquely equipped to carry out,

During 1975 there was o series oi confrontations
between OKHELA militants and the South African securlty
police, resulting in the capture of OKHELA co-founder
Breyten Breytenbach, This caused & temporary setback, but

after re-grouping OKHELA has re-emerged 1n 2 stronger posl

than ever,

The fast changing situation both inside South

s borders 1S bringing more and more

—— il FoTrmEE = W
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to their identity, provides the only viable alternative

for all of our futures.

The time has come now to seek, selectively,
open political and financial support from progressive
sources in the Western wcrld. The following proposals

‘ " are some of the projects that are being prepared ior
by the underground inside South Africa with support

f and cover from the outside.

As this resistance work 1s within the over-

e = -

all proéramme of the national liberation movement,
whicb includes the armed struggle, it is obvious that
these must be underground. This fact¥, together with
the severe repressive political climate inside South
Africa, determines the basic strategy and tactics

reflected in OKHELA projects, 1.e. the overriding

need for these to become operative under conditlions

of illegality.

There are both security and political con-
siderations for OKHELA support activities outside of
South Africa. OKHELA does much of 1ts training abroad
for which there is the constant need %o mobilise pol-
itical and material supporT. Security-wise it 1s
important to have some sanctuary outside of the reach

of the enemy's striking distance. On the basis of 1ts

own political programme OKHELA makes what it consilders

a sound appeal for support Irom progressive movements

— . S e R S — .. - e ———




and 1ndividuals in the Western World, It is afterall

in Europe where the problem of settler colonialism

originates, and it is the political, economic and
military support of western capitalism that keeps

the apartheld state going.

Some Key Projects.

Military Project.

Apartheld 1deology purports to "protect"
the 1dentity of the whites in South Afficau What in
fact 1t has acthileved 1s to effectively isolate whites
both 1n their own country and internationally. The whites
have become conditioned by their lack of contact with’

the people of the country, by lack of contact with

the South African inside themselves.

And now the whlite man is belng asked to
take up arms and die 1n defence of this apartheid
dream world, to fightrfor the totallitarian state at
a time when this noose of isolation is tightening

and 1ts ideology become demonstrably bankrupt.

Among the white youth of South Africa,
symptoms of alienation and frustrationare endemic

and manifest in a lack of the very thing that apartheid

culture has conditioned them to doi participate in
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the death wish of the apartheid establishment as

"representatives of western culture",

In such words Breyten Breytenbach describes
the alienation of white South Africa. Today we see
a preparedness with progressive white youth to take
up arms, not for, but against the apartheid state 1in
defence of the South African inside.of them, for the

reality in South Africa when its future is in the hands

of all of 1ts people.

The OKHELA military project entails the pro-
pagation of this anti-apartheid and genuilnely patriotic
alternative within the military. The call for anti-
apartheid resistance in the military 1s a call to

generate anti-fascist thinking within the higher ranks

of the armed forces.

Financial needs for the project are made

up mainly of training programs for conscripts durlng
the long intervals between military service, and the

preparation and distribution of OKHELA literature

within the armed forces.
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Counter Propaganda Project.

Every white child born into South African
society*is the victim of a brainwashlng process.
Education in the schools is geared towards perpet-
uating the ideology of white supremacy. People are
conditioned to think along purely apartheid lines.
The churches, television, radio, artists and writers
are either directly controlledby the-government or
heavily censored to prevent freedom oI thought or-
speech . Because the whites constitute a small
minority, the apartheid state cannot entertain any
dissention within their ranks and seeks desparetely

to maintain white unity at allcosts.

It 1is thus no wonderthat most whites grow
up believing in the apartheild system. Their fears have
been exploited and they are driven into believing the
official line. The whole propaganaa machinery is‘geared
towards preventing them from hearing of any other

viable alternatives.,

It is futile to think of countering the
regimes vicious propaganda through established "open"
channels inside South Africa. Besides having a host
of repressive and restrictive legislation preventing
the propagation of any form of open dissent, the
brutality of police repressibn does not stop short

of torture and the shooting of hundreds of school
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children as we have seen recently. Any counter

propaganda efforts will need to be quite obviously
outside of the South African law and 1n complete
clandestinity. This requires very specialised forms

of training and the development of underground skills.

L e . . T LS T SR T — i i i

) ‘ OKHELA as an underground movement has
; | ' developed years of experience and skills and 1S
cabable of putting such an operation into practice.

As whites who have moved out of the heart of the white

R o o e

community OKHELA understands the mentality and mind

set of whites and is politically in an unique position

]
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to present a viable alternative to the white community

- .- & ..-.#- E

i inSouth Africa.

ol

The project involves intensive training

- v ol— i W D il i

:a in communications, counter propaganda technigues and
underground survival, Militants would then be situated
on the ground inside the country and capable of issuing

communiques, newsletters, comments on current events

etc on a regular basis. The continued existance of such

an underground ﬁropaganda machinery, in a direct

attempt to win the minds of the whites, poses a severe

threat to the state.

In order to support this project we need To
raise the funds from safe, sympathetic sources to cover

fcige the costs of transport, training, communications,

equipment, underground survival and emergency needs.




