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STATEMENT ON EDUCATI ON PRESENTED BY SERETSE CHOABI ,

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATI ON, OF THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL

CONGRESS TO THE | NTERNATI ONAL ASSEMBLY ON THE

OCCASI ON OF THE 10TH ANNI VERSARY OF THE

ESTABLI SHVENT OF THE SCLOMON MAHLANGU FREEDOM

COLLECGE (SOVAFCO) ON THE 23RD AUGUST, 1989 AT SOMAFCO

Dear est Conr ades and Fri ends,

On this special international day | am nost delighted that you are here to share with us
this special and unique cel ebration.

This day constitutes part of the week of the 10th Anniversary cel ebration of the

establi shment of the Sol onon Mahl angu Freedom Col | ege.

The Sol omon Mahl angu Freedom Col l ege is a creation of the African National

Congress established in the pursuit of freedomfor the oppressed and f1 ghting peopl e of
South Africa

This Coll ege represents the unconquerable spirit of defiance and determi nation of the
peopl e of South Africa to carve out a place for thensel ves anbng the nations of the

worl d as a free and i ndependent nati on.

Thr ough SOVAFCO we say no to Apartheid. Through SOVAFCO we say to the

worl d that the oppressed people of South Africa although they are a conquered people
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[iving under white colonial rule they are not a defeated people. W stand firmin our
determ nation to regain our right, as a people, to self-determnation, independence and
life of dignity.

The African National Congress policy on education derives, in the main, Eromtwo
principal sources. The first is the Freedom Charter which was fornally adopted by the
ANC in 1955. The second is the policy docunent entitled "Ainms and Principles

of the ANC Education Policy" adopted in 1978.

The Freedom Charter opens its eighth provision with the declaration "THE DOORS OF
LEARNI NG AND OF CULTURE SHALL BE OPENED!" |mmedi ately thereafter the

Freedom Charter places responsibility for the educational training and the devel opnent
of "national talent" of the people of South Africa on the Governnment of a future

i ndependent and hee South Afn'ca. It is further directed, in the Freedom Charter, that
educational training nmust enconpass "all the cultural treasurers of mankind"

whi ch "shall be open to all..." That the aimof education shall be to teach the

youth to | ove their people and theirbhlture, to honour human brotherhood, |iberty and
peace. That "education shall be free, conpul sory, universal and equal for

all children," That the state shall provide "schol arshi ps" and "state

al | owances" to enable students to undertake studies in higher education and technica
training; that "adult illiteracy shall be ended"; that the colour bar in

cultural life, in sport and in education shall be abolished"

The fundanental point that enmerges fromthe Freedom Charter provision on education

is that education nust be recognised as a right and not a pn’vilege. That education is a
right of all the people and that access to it nmust be free and conpul sory. That education
nmust be universal in character and should be organised to benefit fromthe state of
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know edge of other nations as well as their cultural achievenent. That it is the duty of

the state to provide education and also to elimnate illiteracy, and, finally, that
educational training should be geared and orientated towards the elimnation of racia
prejudi ce and the "colour bar in cultural life," in sports and in education itself.

The Policy Docunment entitled "Ains and Principles of the ANC Educati on Policy"
prescribes the principal ainms of the AN C Education Policy to be:

(1). To prepare cadres to serve the National Liberation struggle of the people of

South Africa in the struggle for seizure of political power and in the post-liberation
phase.

(2) To produce such cadres as will be able to serve society in all 5elds, political
economi ¢, socio-cultural, educational and scientiiie.

(3) Priorities will be dictated by the needs of the liberatory struggle in the pre - and
post-liberation periods.

The ANC education programe is inspired by the ideals of freedom self-determnation

and national independence for the people of South Africa. The AN C education policy

is steeped in the revolutional ideal to bring about the total disnmantling of Apartheid an
d

its replacenent by a non-racial, unitary and denocratic South African state. The

purpose of this education programre, therefore, is to train and produce functionaries
and cadres for the South African struggle who are professionals committed to the fina
destruction of the Apartheid system Cadres who are conmitted to serving their

conmunity with their skills and professions both during the period of struggle for the
nati onal emnmanci pation of the oppressed people of South Africa and after the attai nment
of independence durin g the phase of social reconstruction. And, to ensure the
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achi evenent of these goals, the AN C has determ ned that, although students are free to
choose what they wish to study, it is paranmount that their choices of courses of study
and vocations are required to be nade within the broad principles of the concrete and
practical needs of the African National Congress. This is as it should be. W are

i nvol ved and | ocked in battle for the total and unconditional |iberation of the oppressed
peopl e of South Afri ca.

One of the inportant principles of ANC education policy is to provide educationa

training that ains to produce cadres for the South Afn’ can revol uti on whose outl | ook

and orientation is conditioned by the desire and commtnent to use their educationa
training, skills and professions in the service of their community. Cadres who, out of
political dedication and commtnent, place the interests of the community above their

own personal economic or financial advancement. It is herein and in this pn’'nciple that
is embodi ed the ANC aim through our education programme, to train and to produce

what we have characterised as the "new man" or "new South A frican." An

i ndi vi dual whose ethical attitude, reflected in his or her conduct, shows and displays an
uncondi ti onal acceptance of the commitnent to serve others as a categorical inperative
and duty. It is the view and perception of our novenent that nen and wonen

possessi ng such a vision of their role in society are indespensable to the successful re-
organi sation of South African society and the effective and successful conclusion of the
South African Revolution. It is with the participation and contribution of such devoted
and selfless cadres that the ideal of a genuinely free, unitaxy, non-racilal, deniocratic
South African state can be realised in which the rights of the individual will be
guaranteed and protected and the rule of |aw established, respected and consol i dat ed.

Anot her inportant principle of the ANC education policy is that education must be
accessible to all the masses of our people. This principle and perspective in education
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policy places beyong doubt the commitnment of the ANC to an educati on programe

whi ch recogni ses and accepts that the future Government of an independent South

Africa shall have the duty and responsibility to provide education to all the people
in" espective of age, sex, race, colour or creed. ANC education policy seeks and ainms to
establish, in an independent South Africa, a non-discrimnatory education system and
also to provide anti-illiteracy adult education progranmes under the auspices of the
state.

There is al so another principle of AN C education policy which stipulates that the ANC
education programme shall be required to utilise and incorporate into its teaching
progranmmes "the npbst advanced in scientific know edge and progressive

cultural traditions of the people of South Africa and the war! " The

ANC | ays great store on scientific education as the nost realistic and adequate
preparation, in educational training, for people to be enabled to effectively neet and
tackl e practical problenms in nbodern society.

Anot her inportant principle of ANC education policy is the pursuit of the ideal to
"conbat" and elimnate "the division between nental and tnanual training

and the artificial separation of the arts and sciehces." This education

principle of the ANC represents an inportant departure from conventional practice

whi ch regards "mental" or "intellectual" training as superior to "manual"

"practical" or "vocational" training. It is the view of our nmovenent that the val ue

of all skills should be deternined on the basis of their social usefulness and not on the
al | eged superior status determned on the basis of the manner in which the training was
acquired. The ANC has, through its training programmes at this school, endeavoured

to cultivate and inculcate an orientation in the thinking of our students aimed at bn’dg
ng

the gap between nmanual and nmental training or between "nental™ or "intellectual™
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wor k and "physical”. or ’'lImnual" work. It should be stated, however, that this is an
upheal battle. O d habits and prejudices die hard. W are determ ned, however, to

pursue our policy on this aspect of our educational programre and we are engaged in
experimenting in new approaches to tackle this intractable problem

The AN C education policy is also coonmitted to the denocratisation of education. It is
our belief that education is not to be regarded as the preserve of the experts who al one
are to determne what is to be taught, howit is to be taught and when it is to be taught

Wil st it cannot be denied that professional educationists possess val uable and rel evant
know edge, experience and skills in educational training, it is nevertheless, in our view

necessary and vital that the students (learners), the parents and the comunity play a
direct part and have a say in the determ nation of the content, nethodol ogy and
orientation of education. It is necessary also to recogni se and appreciate that it is not
enough for parents, students and the comrunity nerely to have a say in educationa
matters, but that this say should be such that it enpowers themto influence the

determ nation of what is to be taught, howit is to be taught and when it is to be taught

In other words, the parents, the students and the comunity have to be empowered to

i nfl uence deci sions taken on educational matters and which affect educationa
institutions.

A further inportant element in the AN C education policy is the principle that the ANC
education programe nust be dynamic to keep abressed with devel opnments in

education in other parts of the world. It is the view of the ANC that a true scientific
education cannot be an island unto itself. On the contraiy, a true scientific education
must be open, experinentative, innovative, exploratory and be always ready to accept
new i deas from advanci ng educati onal know edge occuming in other parts of the world.
Such a dynam c education systemwi || guarantee a future independent South Africa the
possibility for advancenent in a rapidly changing and scientifically devel opi ng worl d.
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The African National Congress in its educational programe recogni ses and accepts

that one of the nobst inportant objectives of education is to develop the natural abilitie
S

of individuals to reach the highest | evel of their potential. Human individuals possess
intelligence through which they conprehend and understand their environment and the

world in which they live. Over many centuries understanding of the world by humans

has been organi sed and systemati sed i nto know edge, which, in the nodern age

constitutes scientific know edge. It is through scientific know edge that humans have
been enabl ed to exercise power over their environnent and to utilise this know edge to
improve their quality of life

The African National Congress attaches great inportance to scientific know edge. W

aim at all ANC educational establishenents, to train our people in scientihc thought

and to produce individuals whose thinking and orientation is in the scientific

nmet hod. We perceive this as preparation for them after high school, to take full and

ef fective advantage of educational opportunities and facilities available at universin’'es
and other institutions of higher leaming to acquire skills and professions relevant to ou
r

present needs during the current phase of struggle and later in an independent and free
South Africa. Those of our scientists, professionals and scholars that we cannot use

i medi ately, we have a programme to have them placed in institutions, governnental,

non- governnental and private, in other independent countries, where they can gain
practical experience related to their areas of training and specialities. W plan. in th
S

way, over time, to gradually build a reserve of highly skilled and experienced

manpower who will play an inportant role when we enbark on a programme of

reconstructi on when Apartheid is eventually overthrown. A lot still remains to be done
inthis area as the rate at which placenents are nade avail able and arranged does not
have the capacity to absorb all our graduates and qualified professionals. Any further
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assistance, in this area, that could be offered by our friends and supporters woul d be
nost wel cone and woul d be an inportant and an inval uable contribution to our

manpower devel opnent progranme.

Anot her inportant aspect of the ANC education programme is the comitnent to

devel op our |earners and young people emptionally and spiritually. Qur education
programe | ays great stress on what we have, in the post referred to as the creation of
"a new nman." In addition to training our young people in the natural and socia

sci ences, we aim through our education programre, to condiu on this training by the
devel opnent of an ethical attitude through which service to others is accepted as an
admrable noral quality. W recogni se and accept that human bei ngs possess enptions
and passi ons which have to be devel oped and chanelled in constructive directions to
render themsocially useful. It is for this reason that we have integrated into our
training programme the commtnent to cultivate ethical norns consonant wth our
political and noral ideal to establish a non-racial and denmpcratic South Africa in which
respect for the individual is a sacred principle and a normative inperative. W aim
through our education programe, to produce nmen and wonen who respect their

people and culture. Men and wonmen who are intellectually and spiritually atuned and
desposed towards struggling for a high quality of life for all our people. Men and
worren who perceive and accept that their skills and professions are not to be used for
personal financial advancenent at the expense of the conmunity but for the genera
prosperity of the community as a whol e.

We further aim through our education programe, to educate our young people to
recogni se that their future is in their hands and that it will be what they choose to mak
e

it. Human bei ngs, through their imagination, innovative skills and creativity have the
ability to conceive and forrmulate ideals for thenselves and their future life.
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It is also crucial to appreciate that it is only by entering into the drama of life and t
aki ng

full part init that we can contribute towards noul di ng our destiny. Qur forefathers, of
whomwe are justly proud, created history by living their lives to the full and
confronting the problens of their age and not by gaping at the tonbstones of their
ancesters. Wiilst it is legitimte and justified for us to be proud of our past cultura
heritage we have a duty to recognise that culture has to be lived. It is in the living
culture that the spiritual values and ideals of a living people are enbodied. It is throu
gh

the total cultural and intellectual life of a people that the characters and personalitie
s of

i ndividuals in society are created and developed. It is for this reason that the ANC
attaches such great inmportance to cultural activities at this school

It should be recognised that education is the battleground of ideas. Over a mllion ideas
bid for the allegiance of each human heart as it nakes its journey fromthe wonb to the
tomb. An inportant aspect of the work of the ANC Education Departnment is to

pronmote the ideal of denobcracy and justice for all the people of our country. I|ndeed,
education constitutes one of the fronts in which the the struggle is being waged for the
val ues of decency, social justice, freedom and denocracy. It is our intended and

pl anned obj ective to produce, fromthe training in this school, young nen and wonen
conmitted to the principles of social justice, equality and denobcratic governnent

It should al ways be remenbered that every society, through its educational institutions,
al ways has the possibility to reproduce itself and perpetuate it existence by training it
S

young people to accept its established values, its existing institutions and its nationa
practices. On the other hand it is also possible for a society to break fromits past
traditions and institutions and replace these with progressive, enlightened and
revol uti onary ones. Educational institutions play a significant role in the origination
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di ssem nation and cultivati on of new thoughts and ideas. It is the recognition of this
fact that was largely responsible for the AN C decision to build the Sol onon

Mahl angu Freedom Col |l ege. Qur aimwas to build a school for South African

children, a school with-a South Afn’can character and cultural identity. A school |inked
and tied to the national |iberation struggle of the people of South Africa and a nodel of
educati onal excellence.

It is encouraging and pleasing to note that to a | arge neasure our efforts and
endeavours, in this respect, have been successful. SOVAFCO is a revol utionary

school and an educational centre for radical political and educational thinking on South
Afri ca.

We decided to establish here in Mzinbu an educational institution on the basis of

whi ch the future educational system of an independent South Africa shall be npdel ed.

A school where the education provided is to be in service to the people.

Dear conrades and fn’ ends, the education progranme of the Afn’ can National Congress ,

| have outlined indicates to you where we stand on education and what we aimto

achieve. W aimto achieve the total intellectual and spin tual emancipation of our

nati on.

| thank you for your attention.

| love you all.

M

Secretaxy for Education.

African National Congress



