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1 scenic, ancient stone bridge be-
th Stockholm’s royal palace,
T Africa’s new directorgenaral

oreign affairs, Jackie Selebi,
d blinking inthe weak northern
dght =0 7

yragged Gut of a nearby confer-
+ on, the-culture of democracy,

re he was giving the keynote '

ress, the eloquent, portly and
wculately dressed Selebt was
ying his last few days as South
ca’s ammbassador to Geneva.

fter 20 years in exile and three
cad of mission in Switzerland,
bi returned home this week to
1 his new job. The post will re-
e very different skills from those
is predecessor, Rusty Evans, but
iy who know Selebi have high
actations.

lidding him farewell at the con-
nce, former Commonwealth sec-
uy-general Sir Shridath Ram-
1 said Selebi would undoubtedly
““an increasingly important role
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. in moulding South Aﬁlcas place in

the international community™.’
" Others, though, in particular rep-
resentatives of Southern African
Development Community (SADC)
countries, are more ambivalent.

According to some diplomats,
Selebi’s appointment as chairman of
a multilateral conference on land.
mines.and his ¢chairmanship of the
United Nations Human Rights Com-
mittee were received with less than
enthusiasm from some SADC repro-
sentatives,

Just more evidence, they com-
plained privately, of South Africa’s
growing ambitions, of its aspira-
tions in the region and of its intent
to become the Big Brother of the
SADC family

But strengthening regional ties,
dragging South Africa’s diplomatic
corps and foreign policies into the
new millennium and fighting the
government for more resources are
just some of the tasks Selebi will
face in the years ahead.

He is undoubtedly aware that

there are major expectations not

only of him but of South Africa.

Ramphal said: “The new South
Alfrica is in great demand to use its
strength, including its moral
strength, to bring its healing touch
to the conflictual situations with
which the continent is littered.”

After heading the ANC Youth
League in exile and serving vn the
party’s national executive, the ami-
able 48-year-old Selebi has spent
years knocking around the salons
and meeting rooms of toreign em-
bassies and multilateral orgunisa-
tions from Lusaka 1o Budapest,

But his “coming of age” can ar-
guably be pinpointed at a particular
moment in Oslo In September last
yvear when, against all protocols, he
was asked o chair an international
conference on landmine policy.

Litde progress had been made for
vears on the issue and Selebi's
appointment was regarded as a bold.
some thought foolish, mave to bring
South African pragmatism and nego-
tuating skills to bear on a tough, con-
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troversial matter "1 wns the first
time g Seoath Alvican had bepn
placed in o posilion to direel aned
hring abeut an internationad reaty,
so bere was i Tot ol pressuee o us,™
says Selebi.

“Just before ¢he fivst day of the
conference, [ealler the deyuty presi-
dent [Thabo Mbeki] in Lausanne o
weish him luck for the Olymipie bid.

“Yie gave me a dispuised instrue-
tion on the sipnificance of the con-
feeenee by telling me three times
how important i was. That said o
me You can’t fail”. Y went in knowing
that if TEaiied T would disappoint not
anly rayself bul the leadership and
the people of Soulh Africa. T went in
theve determined and, thank God,
wits able to naadue iU

South Africa's ambassador to
Norway, Stephen Gawe, takes up the
story: “Even though the host esun-

try usually holds the chai it vasde-

rided Selebi shoutd take the posi-
tian. By o combination of good

preparvation, research, tnclusivity -

and thoroughiness, he got through an
agreement That many thought im-
possible. His most innovative move
veas Lo identify friends of the chalr’
beforehand to handle the imore con-
Iroversial matters in meetings sut-
side of the full plenary. 'The way he
vonchuded the negotiations won him
praise Domy ¢ quarters.”™

Gawe coantinued: “His astuteness
in multilateral aftaivs and his -
derstanding of the dynamics in-
volved suggest he will play au vital
role in the application of Seuth
Afvica’s toreipn policy” )

Selebi knows, however, that
hringing South Africa up Lo speed in
the International connnunity is just
e part of the new job Equally im-
partant is e transformation of the
depactinent jlsell.

“One of the major issues is to
build capaeity within the dopard-
menk” he said. “We newd people who

Jaclie Selebi: the new director-general of foreigm affairs knows a lot
is expecied of him and South Africa

understand the cullure of the new
South Alrica and are imbued with
the newsense of patrictism that will
help South Africa occupy the space
it deserves o occupy in the intet
national community”

A second key objective is to en
sure South Africa takes on tasks that

_are achievable. "We wanl a depart

ment that is alive, viable and strong

PHOTOGRAPH: Datd VAN DER 2AMM

with good co-ordination amd better
policy research in order to assist the
attainment of foreign policy goals.
We also don’t want to take on tasks
that are simply not achievable.”
Part of the new diplomacy in an
etwironment of globatisation is the
need for diplomats to be well
schooled in matters of frade: “Every

trained in trade law. They must
know how to sell and premote South
Africa,” he said.

Reacting to recent concerns that
budgetary constraints had neeessi-
tated cuts in the department, Sclebi
insisted that savings could be made
from within, “There are ways we can
make savings, where services are
duplicated and where we can reduce

expenditure without destroying ef- .

fectiveness,” he says.

Salehi believes that South Africa
has something inherently imporfant
to offer to the internationat commu-
nity. “There are many issues around
the globe that are very, very difficuit.
But we have shown that the resolu-
tion of these issues is possitle. We
did it in Oslo where we achieved
things which had laken many-years
to trv and achibve.”

The feat at Oslo was repeated
soon afterwards when Sclebi headed
pegotiations on the United Nations
Declaration of the Rights of Human
Rights Defenders. Again, after 13
years of fruitless talks, a solution
was found and the declaration was
finalised. Selebi's reputation, af least
overseas, had been secured,

“We have been able to achieve
these things because of the confi-
dence we have been able to draw
from what has happened in South
Africa and from the pelicies coming
out of South Africa. We are not
afraid of discussing any human-
rights situation or of making contri-
butions to any debate.”

Smiling as he walked back to the
conference, Selebi looked ampund at
the picturesque city he would soon
be leaving for Geneva and then for
home. He knows that things are only
now getting really interesting for
South Africa in its bid ta secure a
key role for itself in the global com-
munity,

“It is a guod time to be a2 South

; Alrican diplonal,” e says,
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FiRM fjfu.o' .. South Afrzcazz Pre&dent Ne!son Mandela greets supporters upon his arrival at the airport in Castries, St Lucia on
Thiursday. Mandela met with Caribhean Ieaders during the annual Caribbean Communily summit which wenton till yesterday. M Pic: AP
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ICE have not dis-
losed the identity of .
ne Namiblan man who |
ras arrested Inconnec-.
ion with the deaths of
wo employees aboard ;
he Debmar Pacific dia-
aond mining vesse! in
he Atlantic Ocean off
he Skeleton Coast in
Jamibia this week.

ith African Alan Buris
s sl missing. The
yody of Namibian
jeorge Gamatham, an
:mployee of De Beers
JAarine, was found on
:he ship early on Tues-
day morning.

-partment of‘Foreiﬁz_l_Aj:_
{alrs spokesman Marco
Boni said: "No further
details of the incident
have been given to us.
We are walting for a full |
report from the Namib-
fan authorities.”

ni sald his department
had no Information on
Buris otherthanthat he
was a South African, '
anibian police arrested
and charged a Namib-
1an De Beers employee

+
i
1
|
i
1

on Tuesday in connec- R F .

tion with the deaths of’ S ' : ' o

the two employges. Pres. Nelsoh Mandela groet ondarsteuners met sy aan-

12 man 1 being held at koms eergister op die lughawe in Castrias, 5t. Lucla.

the police station in Mande_la het Karibiese lelers ontmoaet tydens die Jaarfik-
s¢ Karibiese Gemeenskapsberaad, wat vandag eindig.

Laderitz and is expect-
ed to appear in court in

this week. " NAWEEK BEELD
e 4/7/98
SUNDIAY TIMES
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‘hannesburg

E woordestryd tussen n
ecrantredakteur van dle
wordeltke Provinsie en twee
ewerneurs van die South
rican Chamber For Agricul-
ral Development in Africa
acada) oor bewerings dat
id-Afrlkaanse boere in Mo-
mbiek aan hul cle lot corge-
at word, gaan waarskynlik
dic hof draal.

Mur. Johann Wingard, vi-
-president van Sacada, sé
r 3aan mnr. Frans Aucamp,
»sturende redakteur van die

Grester Drukkerv en die
sordelike Monttor, vir
300000 dagvaar weens

aamskending. Hy sé aanma-
ngs in dié verband is reeds

HELIS CLIFP

oor berigte
p \O
setlaars’ in Mosambiek glo onseker.l-"

FHIOME H3, @ 271185658353

op Aucamp bestel,

Aucamp ontkert dat hy eni-
ge kenniggewing cor 'n sivicle

eis ontvang het en 'sé hy is
skriftelik deur Wingard se

prokureurs gewaarsku om sy

“lasterlike” beriggewing te
staak.

In dle berigie word verskeie

aantygings teen ender andere -

Wingard en mur. Dries Bru-
wer, voormalige prestdent van

ie  Transvaalse . Landbou-
unic en tans: prcsident van
Sacada, gemaak. .

wingard. het tecnoor Rap-
port erken dat van die setlaar-
boere in Mosambick “bitter
onseker™ is oor die toekoms.
Die rede 1s hoofsaakltk omdat

geld wat-in 1995 deur die
Suid-Afrikaanse regering vir -
die hervestigingsprofek voors

JUL.

as 1938

‘gesktet is, nou haas mtgcput
is.

. Van dle oorspronklike R13
miljoen is nog net R2,4 mil-
Joen oor. Di¢ geld word nou
-deur die Pepartement van

_Buitclandse sake en Ontwik-

‘ Q'mm DRIES asuwzn_'

kelingsbank onder finansiéle

‘{nstansics tn Mosambiek “ge-

sindikeer™ in ‘p poging om ic-
nings vir dic’ Suid-Afrikaanse
boere te bekom.

Volgens Wingard {s onder-
handelinge ‘in di¢ verband

: reeds ver gevorder.en sal daar

hopelikc-binne die volgende
dae goele Tiuus wees Vir die

"Suid-Aftikaners i Mosam

~bilek.
@ [ntussen is daar nog gcen

: vordeﬁng gemaa dte poh-
sle-ondersoek nadat daar ver-
‘lede -Woensdagaand by sy
_huis op Aucamp gcskiet 1s
nle. 'n Vermeende sluipmoor-
. denaar het hom n 'm donker
park langs sy huis in Pjeters-

“burg ingewag en i skoot op

" homy gevuur toe hy by 'n vei-
. Anghetdshek in sy oprypad 8til-
how:
Aucamp hct dié wcek en
sterkste ontken det hy:ooit
sou- voorgegee het- dat sy
" kograntondersoek na die sa-
ke van Sacada eniglets met
- die-stutpmoordaanval te docn
gehad het. 'Daarisba!candcr
.mense met griewc men my,
s€ hy,
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Campany DeQE_pf Foreign Affairs Attention: Mr Marco Bono
Date: “ No - a8
5.7.08 Fax No: 12 381 260

AR AL by
e

) RETORIA
‘Gomolemo. Mokae.
demanded. o “know "why
the’ government is “dumg
_nothjng to defend the civil
Yberties” -of -Robext Mc:
Bride, who'is facing arms-
smuggling . chzu‘ges in
Mozdmbique S

-Mr #“Mokae"..
North:West congress. of
the “Sectalist ‘Party. -of
Azania (Sopa), /beld at:

. congressesﬁ thelr;. .
dbout 4bé -plight’ oP"Mr s
M¢Bride was: remarkable-.

“I5 “the " &xpianation for
‘this inaction the fact fhat;
for "a long time, | Robert
MeBride has’ been ‘sore-
thing’ like a- black -albas
tross. sround’ the neck ‘of
the ANC: an activist:thé -

ANC would wish away_
because somehow “he
-makes, it. diﬂicult for the

i'organmanon to “get into
the- good: boaks of white
capital and: *t,he covert
racist stilf hankerjng afl.er
the ‘days when' the black

'man ‘knew-bis’ pla(e”’ D

z Mr Mﬁkne urged the‘
'mngress to "be, true" to'
.'black onsciousum by -
- Gking up’ ‘the’ cudgels for
-NIrMcBndc —’Sapa i

_-DXELJ—DISPATCH :
Poe 8 6.7.92.
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" PLEA FOR PATIENCE, CO-OPERATION
Boost for KZN as

7 000 delegates
attend summit

THE MECLLYY

KATHY MOLONEY

BOUT 7 OX) delegates and journalists

from 112 countries will descend on

Durhan for the Non-Aligned Move-

nent summil at the end of August -
the largest event of Rs kind held in Africa,

Residents of Durban have been asked to bite
their tongues and bear with possible traffic
distuptions when red campet treatment s laid
on for an estimated 77 leaders of countrles
which could include the likes of Caba's Fide!
Castro, Libya’s Muammar Gaddafi and Mr
Yasser Arafal of the Palestinian Liberation
Organlsation, and their entourages.

In a joint statement, Durban Chamber of
Commerce dand the metro council said this
would be a major opportunity to showcase
KwaZulu Natal to the 1 500 international jour-
nallsts, 4 000 to § 000 delegates and leadery as
a tourism, investment and development rec-
ca. *

Potential

The swnumit will be held at the Internation-
al Convention Centre trom August 27 to Sept-
ember 3.

It is im‘?ortant that the people of Durban
recoghiise the potential that this summit pro-
vides to promote investment and economic
development In thils region,” they said.

“I'he positive attitude of all of Durban’s pec-
ple is needed to ensure the success of this
event.”

However, such & marketlng appottunlty

oW ¢ AKX

does not come withow any pain.

Major Inconveniences for Durban's public
and business sector could be eapected as a re-
sult of road dlosures, traffic snarl-ups and the
tight security around the event.

“The chambier has urged its members to advise
business associates o avoid Durban's aiport
during this perlod and to reschiedule business
mectings for before or after the sunumit,

The areas likely 10 be aftected include:

(T Road closures particularly around Walnut,
Commercial, Ordnance and Stanger roads.

0 Traffic snarl-ups as heads of state move
with thicir motorcades front the hotels to the
ICC in the marnings and evenings,

0 No parking in front of the hotels along
the beachfront.

0 Further disraptions [ the ¢ty centre
which could affeet deliveries into t?w CHL,
including the Royal Hotel, where some dele-
gales are expected o stay, and the airport,
where flights could be booked up,

O Trathe around Bolanic Gardens, Marriott
and Fssenwood roads, the Playhouse and City
Hall - where functions will be held - will also
be disrupted.

CVA possibile Slm“‘%ﬁ ol accommaodation for
out-oftown visitors hecause the city's main
hotuls will be fully booked

0 A lack of inlonuation on ¢xact times of
events due to the tight sccutlty surrounding
the conferenice,

“Co-gperation and patience are the key-
words,” the chamber said. “Ihis is an oppor-
tunlty which could turn things around for the
region and it must not be Jost.”
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The residents of the
Caribbean islands - former
sigves from Africa - regard
Mr Mandela as a hero.
PATRICIA ZENGERLE,
of Reuters, reports from
Castries, St Lucia.
ROWDS shouted
“Welcome™ and school-
children waved flags as
President Nelson Man-
dela began a visit yesterday 1o
promote trade ard thank Carib-
bean people for supporting the
struggle against apartheid.

“We will not forget that this
region was one ¢f the staunch-
est activisis supporting us in
our anti-apartheid campaign.”
he told reporters after arriving
at St Lucia’s Sir George Caarles
Alrport.

“] am here 1¢ express this
appreciation directly to the
people of Caricom,” he said.

Mr Mandela was scheduled to
attend the heads of government
summit of the Caribbean
Community (Caricom), the
region’s 15-member economic
alliance, which is celebrating
its 25th anniversary this week

The residents of St Lucia and
many of the Caribbean nations
are descendants of African
slaves brought to the islands 1o
work on British ard French
plaotations, apd regard Mr
Mandela as a hero. Ty

He was greeted at the airpo
by St Lucia’s governor-general,
Pearlette Louisy, and Prime
Minister Kenny Anthony and
members of his cabinet A band
played while the schoolchild-
ren waved the blue St Lixian
flag and Mr Mandela walked
along a fence to greet cheering
residents.

“I am very happy indeed tobe

here because our trade is grow-
ing at a very fast rate,” Mr
Mandela said. He said South
Affica’s exports to the
Caribbean  bad  doubled
between 1996 and 1997,

It is absolutely necessary for
us to extend this part of our
trade.”

Mr Mandela spent the rest of
yesterday resting at his hotel
and meeting privately with
Caricom leaders.

Today the Caricom summit
was scheduled to relocate from
St Lucia’s capiial, Castries, to
My Mandelas hotel in
Soufriere, on the southeast
coast, for private meetngs with
the president.

St Lucia lies between St
Vincent and Martipique in the
Windward Islands of the east-
ern Caribbean. The 616 square-
kilometre naticn is home to
145 000 peaple.

Embassy

During bis visit to St Lucia,
Mr Mandela also was sched-
uled to visit with schoolehild-
ren and make a public address,
He was expected to announce
that South Africa would estab-
lish an embassy in the Carib-
bean, likely in Jamaica, whose
late prime minister, Michael
Manley, was one of his most
devoted supporters throughout
his 23-year imprisonmeal dur
ing the fight against apartheid.

Mr Mandela, who turns 80
this month, is in his last year in
office. He has been spending
the year travelling the globe to
win international friends and
influence for his country.

Besides the Caribbean trip,
he has visited, or plans to visit,
Europe, Southeast Asia and
Latin America.
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buja: Moshood Ahiola,

Nigeria’s  best-kpown

political prisoner and

the presumed winner of

residential elections in

1943, will probably be freed in the

coming days, one of his wives has
said.

“We have every reason to believe
he wxll be freed any moment from
now,” Doyin Abiola, who manages
Ablo}a S pewspaper group, said.

Mr1s Abiola also said she had met
Emeka Anyaoku, the secretary-
general of the Commonwealth of

. former British colonies, since his

. meeting with her hushand earlier
this week. But she gave no further
details.

In an pew development the
Nigerian junta named a new chief
of general staff on Friday to replace
the general who had previously

+ beld what is effectively the coun-
try’s No 2 position - but was sen-
tenced to death for allegedly plot-
, ing a coup.

| General Oladlpyo Dlya ounce

i

right-hand man to Nigeria’s late
dictator, General Sani Abacha, was
sentenced to death in April along
with five other people for the
alleged December plot.

On Fnday, Rear Admiral Mike
Akhigbe, the chief of naval staff,
was named to replace Diya.
Akhigbe notably is a Christian from
southern Nigeria, promoted in a
military that is overwhelmingly
made up of Muslim northerners.

It is seen as part of the Junta's
strategy to create a better atmos-
phere for eventual elections.

But other reports suggest Abjola’s
release could be delayed by the
refusal of his supperiers to believe
he has abandoned his claim to the
country’s presidency, govermneut
officials said.

They said ne action could be
taken until security was tightened
{0 prevent possible demonstrations
over the release of the 60-year-old
tycoon, jailed in 199 for declaring
himself president on the basis of an
annulled vote the previcus year

which he is widely believed to have
Won.

“The governmeni is not happy
with the uncomplimentary com-
ments of the various leaders of pro-
democracy groups.

“Their comments indicate that

they will mastermind violent

protests lf Abjlolais yot _mac_le prws ,
e

dent” one senior government ofli-
cial said in Abyja.

“Abiola should definitely be
released very soon, but I can assure
vou that these comments have not
helped matters at all,” the official
said.

Opposition groups have reacted
angnily to the possibility of a delay
in the release, recalling that Umted
Nations Secretary-General Kofl
Annan bhad said on Thursday
Abicla had told him he was not
“naive” enough to think he could
leave detention and be made presi-
dent,

Political analysts said any plan to
restore civilian rule o be
announced by new ruler General
Abdulsalam Abubakar would be
given a huge credibility boost by the
release of Ahiola, once he publicly
denounces his presidential claim.

But political activists based most-
1y n Abiola’s southwest of the eth-
nically-divided country of 104 mil-
Hon said they did not believe he

_could possibly rencunce the claim
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- Abiola free soon, says wife

and had no right to do so wlthout
first consulting with them.

Government sources say
Abubakar, a northerner, is likely to_
announce soon a new plan to~
restore democracy to the eountry by
January next yvear. v

This would replace a widely critiry
cised programme drawn up by latq.
dictator Sani Abacha, who died sud-
denly last month, which included™
new presidential eleetions in whicky:
he would have been the only candisg
date.

World leaders have shown a great
deal more faith in Abubakar, a 56—
year-old career soldier, than they
did in Abacha, who was condemned
abroad for abusing human ri
and democratic freedoms.

A high-level delegation sets o
from the United States, Nigeria's
biggest {rading partner, this week-
end to further encourage Abubakar,
wbo has already freed more than 30
well-known political prisoners.

The FEuropean Union sent an
envoy last week. - Rewters
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Nigeria set to free political prisoners, says Annan

BUJA: Apparently moving w

'olish Nigeria's long-tarnished
erdtation internationally, the
mulitary  government  will
lgelease all political prisoners,
Lacluding the country’s leading
t-pposiiton  figure, United
~dauons Secretary-General Kofi
lLnran has said.
<+ The concession, which would
iT "ee at least 250 prisoners, is the
L-itest sign that General Abdul-

salamm Abubakar s making a
concerted effort to break from
the harsh policies of his prede-
cessor, the late General Sani
Abacha.

“I'm Jeaving Nigeria with the
stage set for the release of all
pohtical detainees,” Mr Anpan
said yesterday at the end of his
four-day visit to the od-rich but
impoverished country.

“The governmen! will make

CLIR

HEL!

ErMrR

an announcemen at the appro-
priate time.”

Foremost among Nigeria'’s
polnical prisoners is Moshood
Abiola, the apparent winner of
presidential elections in 1993
that were later annulled. He
was arrested a year after the
vote when he declared himself
president.

Mr Annan said he had met
Chief Abiola and that the oppo-

siticn leader had decided to
relinguish his claim to the pres-
idency and co-operate with
Nigena's junta in making a
peaceful ransition 1o democra-
ey,
*1 found him more pealistic
than some of us outside. Chief
Abiola realises that a lot has
changed,” Mr Annan said,
adding that Chief Abiola was in
good health. Chief Abiola’s pri-

ority is to rebuild his life after
more than four years in prison
and then he will assess his
political support.

Chief Abiola has plenty of
rebuilding to do. His fortune
and his personal lifc have suf-
fered deeply during his impris-
onment. Two of his many wives
have died - one 1 an assassina-
tion-style slaying - and his enor-
mous business empire has

largely collapsed.

The visit by Mr Anpan is itself
a sign of the widespread hope
that Nigena will reform iiself.

Mr Annan, a Ghanaian, is the
highest-profile diplomat te
meet the government since Gen
Abacha executed leading play-
wright and activist Ken Sarc-
Wiwa in November 1995, pro-
voking international ouirage. -
Sapa-AP

"Prepared to co-operate’

1
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- Abiola release
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lioerian detainee’s freedom iImminent
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IGERIAN officials sald

yesterday the release of

celebrated political de-

tainec Mr Moshood

Abiola was imminent
only because he had agreed o give up
his claim to the presidency.

United Nations secretary-general
Mr Kofl Annan said yesterday: “I.am
convinced that Genera) Abdulsalam
Abubakar is determined to return
Nigeria to democratic rule in the
shortest possible time.”

But backers of Abjela sald they did
not believe he had renounced his
claim to the presidency.

They said Annan's remark on
Thursday - that Abiola had said he
was not “naive” enough to believe he
could leave dectention and become
president - had caused a great deal of
confusion within opposition ranks.

“I don't scc where in the statement
Kofi Annan stated categorically that
Abinla had renounced his mandate,
and he certainly couldn’t have done it
without consulting his supporters,”

b e

said Mr Abraham Adcsanya, leader
of the opposition National Demo-
cratic Coalition.

“Chief Abiola has been asked to
prepare his bags and tidy up his
things,” one senlor government offi.
cial said in Abuja after the ruling mil-
itary council had met.

The 60-yearold Muslim tycoon was
locked away in 1994 for proclaiming
himself president on the basis of a
1993 vote,

Anulled

The elections, which Abiola is
widely believed to have won, have
been at the heart of political confu:
sion in Nigeria since they were ann-
ulled by the previous military gov-
ernment,

Government omcmh safd it was
only after mecting Arman and Com-
monwealth Secretary-General Mr
Emoka Anyaoku that Abiola had con-
sidered giving up his clalm.

Anyaoku told the BHC after his

Nigeria trip that he had detected “a
new mood” in the country.

Foreign countries were guick to
congratulate Abubakar's reghme
after Annan said prisoners would he
freed, a stark contrast to the condem-
nation heaped on the ofl-producing
country under dictator General Sani
Abacha, who died op June 8.

The United Stales said it would
send a high-level mission over the
weekend to meet Abubakar and en-
courage him in his promise to restore
democracy to the west African stale,
which has been rued by soldiers for
all but 10 years since independence
from Britain in 1960.

Abubakar has tried to make a clean
break with Abacha’s way of govern-
ment and has been sacking advisers
who were particularly close to the
former stronginan. He has also taken
fuel imports out of the hands of Aba-
cha's cronies.

What still eludes Abubakar is put-
ting in place a credible plan to restore
civilian rule. — Rewters

¥43SOTD 39 OL N33S IS Sv10igy &



LY 2. 1393 83146

AFRICAfocus

Nigeria to free
political prisoners

THE Nigerian government has agreed to
free all political prisoners and an
announcement will soon be made, United
Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said
on Thursday.

“The government has agreed to release
all political prisoners and I believe that the
announcemeni will be made at the
appropriate time,” said Annan,

The statement came after intense
specilation that the junia, newly headed by
General Abdulsalam Abubakar, could free
key political prisoner Mr Moshood Ablola,
the presumed winner of presidential
elections held and annulled by the military
in 1993,

Refugees: The United Nations High
Comumnission for Refugees (UNHCR) In
Namibia has shelved the repatriation of
Angolan refugecs after reports of renewed
clashes between warring factions in their
country.

“The current situation in Angola has
made us take a step backward,” Ms Martha

MEWSCLIF

Mutilifa, UNHCR Assistant Programme
Officer, said. The UNHCR official said duc
to political unrest in Angola, the refugee
body was also discouraging voluntary
repatriation of refugcees,

Angolan peace; French President Jacques
Chirac ended his tour of Setithern Afvican
this week promising to help Angola if it
tried to conclude a deal with the
International Monctary Fund M1,

Angolan President Eduardo dos Santos
told a news conference he had asked Mr
Chirac to urge the IMF to treat Angola
with understanding and flexibility He said
this would help the peace process.
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Survival A decision by Botswana to
remove fences on its border with Namibia
will inprove the survival chances of rare
southern African animuls, said the World
Wwildlife Fund (WWF). The endangered
African wild dog and roan antelope are two
species that will likely benefit from the
mave to tear down 30 kilometers of fences
that blocked their migratory routes, WWF
sald In a statement.

Kaunda reslgns; Former Zambian
President Kenmeth Kaunda will leave party
politics and will inform the central
committee of his United National
Independence Party (Unip) of his decision
today Yesterday Kaunda said he had
decided to leave partisan politics to
concentrate on natiopal and international
matters.

His retirement would not in any way
compromise him from criticising the
government or Unip on issues of nationul
importance, Kaunda said.

Kongo clash: Clashes between troops and
tribesmen secking a “Kongo kingdom”
have claimed at least eight lives in the first
such unrest in Kinshasa since Mr Lawrent
Kablla seized power

T2 S!\T\xz’;t)l\x'

TR 0T A



