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i scenic, ancient stone bridge be- 
th S to ck h o lm ’s ro y a l p a lac e , 
•h Africa’s new director-general 
o reign a ffa irs . J a c k ie  S eleb i, 
d blinking in the  weak n o rth e rn  
l'ght
•ragged pu t of a  nearby confer- 
,* on the- cu ltu re  of dem ocracy, 
re he w as g iv ing th e  keyno te  
ress, the  eloquent, p o rtly  and  
lacu la te ly  d ressed  S eleb i w as 
•ying h is last few days as South 
ca’s am bassador to Geneva, 
ifter 20 years in  exile and  th ree 
,ead of m ission in Switzerland, 
bi retu rned  home th is  week to 
n  h is  new job. The post will re- 
■e very different skills from  those 
is predecessor, Rusty Evans, but 
iy who know Selebi have h igh  
sta tions.
lidding him  farewell a t the  con- 
nce, former Commonwealth sec- 
uy-general S ir  S h rid a th  Rara- 
1 said Selebi would undoubtedly 
“an increasingly im portan t role

in  m oulding South Africa's place in 
the in te rnational com m unity". '

O thers, though, in particu lar rep ­
re se n ta tiv e s  of S o u th ern  A frican  
D evelopm ent C om m unity  (SADC) 
countries, a re  more am bivalent.

A cco rd in g  to  som e dip lom ats, 
Selebi’s  appointm ent as cha irm an  of 
a  m u ltila te ra l conference on land­
m ines an d  h is chairm anship  of the 
U nited N ations H um an Rights Com­
m ittee were received w ith less than 
enthusiasm  (Vom some SADC repre­
sentatives.

J u s t  m ore evidence, they com ­
plained privately, of South Africa’s 
g ro w in g  am bitions, of its  a s p ira ­
tions in the  region and of its intent 
to  becom e the Big B ro ther of the 
SADC family.

But strengthening regional ties, 
dragging South Africa's diplomatic 
corps and  foreign policies into the 
new  m illenn ium  an d  figh ting  the 
governm ent for m ore resources are 
ju s t  som e of the tasks Selebi will 
face in  the years ahead.

He is  u n d o u b ted ly  aw are th a t

th e re  a re  m a jo r ex p ec ta tio n s  not. 
only of him  but o f South Africa.

Ram phal said: “The new  South 
Africa is in great dem and to use its 
s tre n g th ,  in c lu d in g  its  m o ra l 
strength, to bring its healing touch, 
to th e  confiic tua l s itu a tio n s  w ith  
which the continent is littered."

A fter h ea d in g  th e  ANC Youth 
League in exile and serving on the 
party 's national executive, the am i­
ab le 48-year-old Selebi h as  sp en t 
years knocking around  the salons 
and m eeting room s of foreign em ­
bassies and m u ltila te ra l o rg an isa ­
tions from Lusaka to Budapest.

But h is “coining of age" can a r ­
guably be pinpointed at a particu lar 
mom ent in Oslo Ln Septem ber last 
year when, against all protocols, he 
was asked to chair an  in ternational 
conference on landm ine policy;

Little progress had been m ade lor 
y e a rs  on th e  is su e  a n d  S e le b i's  
appointm ent was regarded as a bold, 
some thought foolish, move to bring  
South African pragm atism  and nego­
tiating skills to bear on a tough, con-

M a te r ia l  s u p p l ie d  m a y  b e  u se d  fo r  in te r n a l  re v ie w , a n a ly s is  o r  r e s e a rc h  o n ly . A n y  e d it in g , r e p ro d u c t io n ,  p u b lic  
s h o w in g  o r  p u b lic  d isp la y  is f o rb id d e n  a n d  m ay  v io la te  c o p y r ig h t  law s.
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I ro v e r s ia l  m a ile r . "U w a s  t h e  f ii’sl 
t i m e  ;i .S o u th  A f r i c a n  h a d  b e e n  
p la c e d  in  a  p o s i l io n  to  d irecL  a n d  
t i r in g  al*>ut a n  in te r n a t io n a l  trea ty , 
MO ll)O IX3 W JIS [( lo t < lf prC-SKlll'C Dll U S ,”

says Selebi.
“Just before tin) first (lay of I lie 

confercnee, I called Ihe deputy presi­
dent IThnLo Mbeki) in Lausanne? lo 
wish him ludi for' the Olympic bid.

“lie gave me a disguised instruc­
tion on ihe significance ol' the con­
ference liy lolliiH* nit1 three tim es 
how important it was. That said to 
me 'You can’t tail*.1 wvnt in knowing 
that if I failed I would disappoint not 
(inly myself blit tin: leadership and 
the people of South Africa. I went in 
there determ ined and, thank (Sod, 
was able to make it.”

South  A frica 's  am bassador to 
Norway, Stephen Ciawe, takes up the 
story: "Even though Hit? host coun- 
try usually holds the chair, it was de­
cided Selebi should take (he posi­
tion . liy a co m b in a tio n  o t  good 
preparation, research, inclusivtty 
and thoroughness, be got through an 
agreement lhat many thought im­
possible?. His most innovative move 
was to identify ‘friends of the diair" 
beforehand to handle the more con- 
Iroversial m atters in meetings out­
side of tho full plenary. The way ho 
concluded the negotiations won him 
praise from all quarters.”

Gawe continued: “His astuteness 
in m ultilateral affairs and liis im- 
devstawUng of the dynam ics in ­
volved sugRost he wilt play a vital 
role in the app lica tion  of South 
Africa's (bitdgn policy.”

Selebi know s, however, tha t 
bringing South Africa up lo speed in 
the international community is just 
one part of the new job Equally im­
portant is the transform ation of the 
department ilself.

“One of the m ajor issues is to 
build capacity w ith in  the depart­
m ent” he sa id .“ We need people who

Jackie Selebi: the new director-Keneral of foreign affairs knows a lot 
is expecicd of him and South Africa photograph: Dan van ljfr Avalm

understand the culture of the new 
South Africa anil are imbued with 
the new sense of patriot ism that will 
help South Africa occupy tbe .space 
it deserves to occupy in tlw in te r­
national community”

A second key objective is to en­
sure South Africa takes on tasks that 
arc achievable. "We wanl a depart­
ment that is alive, viable and strong

with Rood co-ordination and better 
policy research in order to assist tbe 
attainm ent of foreign policy goals. 
We also don't want to lake on tasks 
that are simply not achievable.”

P art or the new diplomacy in an 
environment of globalisation is the 
need for d ip lo m ats  to  be well 
schooled In m atters of trade: “Every 
Smith African diplomat will be fully

tra in e d  in trad e  law. T hey  m ust 
know how to sell and promote South 
Africa,” he said.

Reacting to recent concerns that 
budgetary constraints had necessi­
tated cuts in the departm ent, Selebi 
insisted Uiat savings could be made 
from with in. “There a re  ways we can 
m ake savings, w here serv ices are 
duplicated and where wo can reduce 
expenditure without destroying ef­
fectiveness,” he says.

Selebi believes that South Africa 
has something inherently important 
to offer to the international commu­
nity ' There are many issues around 
the globe that are very, very difficult. 
But we have shown tha t the resolu­
tion of these issues is  possible. We 
d id  it in Oslo w here we achieved 
things which had taken many 'years 
to try  and ach ifeve.”

T he feat a t  Oslo w as repeated  
soon afterwards when Selebi headed 
negotiations on the United Nations 
Declaration of the Rights of Human 
R ights Defenders. Again, afte r 13 
years of fruitless talks, a solution 
was found and the declaration was 
finalised. Selebi’s reputation, af.least 
overseas, had been secured.

“We have been able to achieve 
these th ings because of the confi 
dence we have been able to draw  
from w hat has happened in  South 
Africa and from the policies coining 
out of South  A frica . We a re  not 
afraid  of d iscussing  any hum an 
rights situation or of malting contri 
buttons to any debate.”

Smiling as be walked back to the 
conference, Selebi looked around at 
the picturesque city he would soon 
be leaving for Geneva and then for 
home. He knows that things are only 
now getting really interesting for 
South Africa in its bid to secure a 
key role tor itself in the global com­
munity.

“It is a  good time to be a South 
; African diplomat," he says.
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FlRM^H&LLO'. . .  South A frican President Nelson Mandela greets supporters upon his arrival at the airport in Castries, St Lucia on 
Thursday. Mandela m et with Caribbean, leaders daring the annual Caribbean Community summit which went on till yes ter day. ■ Pic: AP
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ICE have not dis- 
losed the  identity  of 
ne Namibian man who 
/as arrested  in connec- 
ion with th e  dea ths of 
wo em ployees aboard  
he Debmar Pacific dia-1 
aond mining vessel in  
he Atlantic Ocean off 
he Skeleton Coast in 
Namibia th is  week, 
jth African AJan Buris 
s still missing. T he 
>ody of Namibian 
ieorge Gamatham, an 
■mployee of De Beers 
-larine, w as found on 
he ship early on Tues- 
iay morning, 
part ment ot Foreign Af- 
‘iirs^spokes man Marco 
Boni said: “No further 
details of the incident 
have been given to  us. 
We are waiting for a full 
report from the Namib­
ian authorities."
>ni said his departm ent 
had no information on 
Buris o ther than th a t he 
was a South African, 
imibian police a rrested  
and charged a Namib­
ian De Beers em ployee 
on Tuesday in connec­
tion with the deaths of 
the two employees.
K  man is being held at 
the police station in 
tuderitz  and is expect­
ed to appear in court in 
this week.

S U N D A Y  T I M E S  
5 / 7 / 9 8

Pres. Netaon Mand«ta groot orwtersteuners met sy aan- 
koms eergister op die tughaw® in Castries, St. Lucia. 
Mandela het Karibtose lefers ontmoot tydens die jaarlik- 
s© Raribiese fiemeBi)tkapsb«rMd, wat vaiidag etndig.

NAWEEK BEELD 
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3 o r
ietlaars’ in Mosambiek glo onseker
iOr BtflCA PlETERBJCIVl 
haanesburg

E woordestryd tu sse n  'n  
eran tredaktcur van die 
lordelike Provinsie en twee 
ew em curs van die S outh  
rican Cham ber For Agricul- 
ral Development in Africa 
acada) oor bew erlngs dat 
xid-Afrlkaanse bocrc in Mo- 
mbiek aan hul cie lot oorge- 
xi word, gaan w aarskynlik  
die hof draal.
Mnr. Jo h an n  W lngard, vl- 
-p restdent van Sacada, sfi 
r gaan mnr. F rans Aucamp, 
rsturende redak tcu r van die 
orester Drukkery en die 
oordcilkc Monitor, vir 
$00 000 dagvaar w eens 
lam skending. Hy s£ aanm a- 
.ngs in die verband is reeds

op Aucamp bestel.
A ucam p o n tk e rtd a t h y  eni-. 

ge kenntsgew lng oor ‘n  slviele 
e is on tvang h e t en sg. hy is 
skriftelik deu r W lngard se  
p ro k u re u rs  gcw aarsku om  sy 
*iastertlke" berlggewing te  
s taak .

In die berlgte word verskcie 
aan tygm gs teen  o nder andere  
W lngard en m nr. D ries Bru- 
wer, voonnaUge p resid en t van 
die T ransvaalse L andbou- 
u n lc  en ta n s  p resid en t van 
S acad a , gemaak.. :.

W lngard: h e t tecrioor R ap­
p o rt erken  d a t van die se tlaar- 
boere lh  M osam biek “b itte r  
onseker" is  oor die toekom s. 
Die rede Is hoofsaaklik  om dat 
geld w a t- in  1995 d eu r die 
Suid-AfriRaan3e regering vir 
die hervestiglngsprojek voor-

MNR. FRANS AUCAMP

geskiet is. n o u  h aa s  u ltgepu t
13.

Van die oorspronklfke R 13 
miljoen is nog ne t R2.4 mtf- 
jocn  oor. Di£ geld w ord nou  
d e u r die ,D epartem ent van  
Buitelandse sak e  en  Ontwilt- 
keHngsbank onder fmanslfeie 
tastaxisics in M osam biek *ge- 
slndtkeer" in  ’n  poging om  ic- 
n ings vir die SuSd-Afrtkaanse 
boere te bekom.

Volgens W lngard Is onder- 
haadelinge In di£ verband 
reeds vcrgevorder.en sa l d aa r  
hopclik : b lnne die volgende 
dae goele n u u s  wees v ir die 
Suid-Afrikaners in  M osam- 

■biek.
•  Intussen Is daar nog gcen

vordering gemaak In die', poll- , 
sle-onderaoek nadat daar ver- ; 
lede Woensdagaand by sy I 
hiils op Aucamp gesklet Is ! 
nie. 'n Vetraeende sluipmoor- j 

. denaar het horn in ’n donker j 
park langs sy huls in Pieters- j 
burg tngcwag en 'n skoot op ! 
horn gevuur toe hy by 'a vei- . 
Ilghela3hek in sy oprypad stil- ' 
hou.

A ucam p h e t dl6 week ten  
s te rk s te  d n tk e n  d a t hy ooit 
sou  voorgegee h e t dat sy 
koeran tondersoek  n a  die s a ­
ke Van S acada  eniglets m et 
die sfuipm oordaanval te docn 
gehad  het. * Da a r ts  b a i t  ander 

. m ense m e t grfewc teen  my.” 
s6 hy.

RAPPORT
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‘silent on 
M cBride’
PRETORIA — Wri t er  
Gomolemo M okae/has 
demSiided..to. know Whv 
the government is “doing 
nothing to defend the .civil 
liberties" of RobettN lc- 
Bride, who is facing arms- 
sniuggling- charges" in 
Mozambique.

\ l r  Mokae told the 
North.-West congressof 
the. 'Socialist Party of 
Azania . (Sppa), beld. ? t : 
Garankuwi, .that vh3*:a 
number of regions '
had recently held their 
congresses,^; thejr ,silen£e . 
about the plight op Mr s 
McBride was remarkable;.

“Is the ixpianation for 
this inaction the fact that* 
for a  long time, Robert 
McBride has been some­
thing like a black alba­
tross around the neck of 
the AKC: >n. activist the 
ANC would wish away 
because somehow he 
niakeSr it. difficult for tbe 
organisation to get Into ‘ 
the good bo*|s of white 
capital and: <tjbe covert
r a c is t  Stili h a n k e riiig  a f te r
the days wheij tbe1 black 
man knew his place?? v 

M r Mokae urged the 
'congress to be true to 
black consciousness bv

• taking up the cudgels for 
M r McBride. —;'Sapa ; »

DAILY d i s p a t c h  
Pge 9 6.7.98.
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PLEA FOR PATIENCE, CO-OPERATION

Boost for KZN as 
7 000 delegates 
attend summit
KATHY MOLONEY

A BOUT 7 000 delegates and journalists 
from 112 countries w ill descend on 
Durban for the Non-Aligned Move­
ment summit at the end of August -  

the largest event o f Its kind held in  Africa.
Residents o f Durban have been asked to  bite 

their tongues and bear w ith  possible traffic 
disruptions when red carpet treatment is laid 
on for an estimated 77 leaders of countries 
w hich could include the likes of Culm's Fide! 
Castro, Libya's Muammor Gaddafi and Mr 
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation, and their entourages.

In a jo in t statement, Durban Chamber of 
Commerce and the metro council said this 
would be a major opportunity lo  showcase 
KwaZulu Natal to the 1 500 international jour­
nalists, 4 000 to 5 UOO delegates and leaders as 
a tourism, investment and development mec- 
ra.

Potential
The summit w ill be held at the Internation­

al Convention Centre from August 27 to Sept­
ember i.

" It  is im portant that the people of Durban 
recognise me potential that this summit pro­
vides to promote Investment and economic 
development In this region,” they said.

"The positive attitude of all of Durban's [>eo- 
ple is needed to ensure the suecesi of this 
event."

However, such a marketing opportunity

does not come without any pain.
Major Inconveniences for Durban's public 

and business sector could be e,\;x‘ctcd as a re­
sult of road closures, traffic snail-ups and the 
tight security around the event.

The chamber has uiged its memlvrs to advise1 
business associates to avoid Durban's airjx)rt 
during this period and to reschedule business 
meetings for before or after the summit.

The areas likely to be affected include: 
f l  Hoad closures particularly around Walnut, 

Commercial, Ordnance and Stangei roads.
D Traffic snarl-ups as heads of state move 

w ith their motorcades from the hotels to the 
ICC in the mornings and evenings,

D No parking in 'fron t of the hotels along 
the beachfront.

H Further disruptions In the city centre 
which could affect deliveries in to the CUD, 
Including the Royal Hotel, where some dele­
gates are ex jw ted  to stay, and the airport, 
wheie (lights could l>e iKxjked up.

Cl Traffic around Botanic Gardens, M arriott 
and hssenwcxxi roads, the Playhouse and City 
Hall -  where functions wilt be hold -  w ill also 
be disrupted.

f l  A possible shot tage of accommodation for 
out-of-town visitors because the city's main 
hotels w ill be fully booked 

H A lark of irilorm ation on exact, times of 
events due to the tight security surrounding 
the conference,

"Co-operation and patience are the key­
words," the chamber said "This is an oppor­
tun ity  which could turn tilings around for lh*' 
region and ir must not be lo s t"

Materia! nipi'litAl iH.n lir fur mlen'.U revic*, anjUin nr research onlv An\ eJwi'j;. reproduction public ihowmg Oi fx.Ni;
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The residents of the 
Caribbean islands - former 
slaves from Africa -  regard 
Mr Mandela as a hero. 
PATRICIA ZENGEKLE, 
of Reuters, reports from  
Castries, StLucia.
C ROWDS sh o u ted  

“Welcome" and school­
ch ild ren  waved flags aa 
P residen t Nelson Man­

dela began a visit yesterday  to  
prom ote trad e  and thank Carib­
bean people for supporting  th e  
struggle against apartheid .

“We will not forget th a t th is  
region was one o f  the staunch­
est activists supporting us in  
our anti-apartheid  cam paign,” 
he told repo rte rs  after a rriv ing  
at St L ucia’s Sir George C harles 
Airport.

“I am h ere  to express th is 
ap p re c ia tio n  d irec tly  to  th e  
people of C an  com,” he said.

Mj- M andela was schedu led  to 
attend  the heads of governm ent 
sum m it o f th e  C a rib b ean  
Com m unity (Caricom), th e  
region’s 15-member econom ic 
alliance, which is ce leb ra ting  
its 25th anniversary th is week.

Tbe residen ts o f St L ucia an d  
many of the Caribbean nations 
a re  d escen d an ts  of A frican  
slaves brought to  th e  islands to  
work on  B ritish  and F re n c h  
p lan tations, and  reg a rd  M r 
M andela as a  bero. , -

He was greeted  at the  a irp o r t 
by St L ucia’s governor-general, 
P e a rle tte  Louisy, and P iim e  
M inister K enny A nthony an d  
m em bers of his cabinet. A b an d  
played while the  schoolchild­
ren  waved the b lue St Lucian 
Hag and  Mr SLandela w alked 
along a fence to greet cheering  
residents.

“I am very happy indeed to be

h e re  because our trade is grow­
ing at a very fast ra te ,” Mr 
M andela said. He sa id  South 
A frica’s exports to  the 
C aribbean  bad doubled  
between 1996 and 1997.

' ‘It is absolutely necessary for 
us to extend this p a rt o f our 
tra d e "

Mr M andela spent th e  re s t of 
yesterday resting a t h is hotel 
and m eeting  p rivately  w ith 
Caricom leaders.

Today the Caricom sum m it 
was scheduled  to relocate from 
St Lucia’s capital, Castries, to 
Mr M andela’s ho te l in  
S o u fn ere , on  the sou theast 
co a s t for private meetings with 
the p resid en t

St Lucia lies betw een  St 
Vincent and M artinique in the 
Windward Islands o f the east­
e rn  Caribbean. The 616 square- 
k ilom etre nation is hom e to 
145 000 people.

LL

Embassy
During bis visit to  St Lucia, 

Mr M andela also w as sched­
u led  to  v isit w ith schoolchild­
re n  and make a public address, 
H e was expected to announce 
th a t South Africa would es tab ­
lish  an  em bassy in the  C arib­
bean, likely in  Jam aica, whose 
la te  prim e m inister, M ichael 
Manley, was one o f h is most 
devoted supporters throughout 
his 25-year im prisonm ent d u r­
ing the  fight against apartheid .

Mr M andela, who tu rn s  80 
th is  month, is in  his Last year in 
office. He has been spending 
the year travelling th e  globe to 
vah in ternational friends aod 
influeoee for his country.

Besides the Caribbean trip, 
he has visited, o r p lans to  visit, 
E urope, Southeast A sia and  
Latin America-
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Abiola free soon, says wife
A buja; Moshood Abiola, 

Nigeria’s best-known 
political prisoner and 
the presumed winner of 
presidential elections in 

1993, will probably be freed in the 
coming days, one of his wives has 
said.

“We have every reason to believe 
lie will be freed any moment from 
now,” Doyin Abiola. who manages 
Abiola’s newspaper group, said

Mrs Abiola also said she had met 
Emeka Anyaoku, the secretary- 
general of the Commonwealth of 
former British colonies, since his 
Meeting with her husband earlier 
this week. But she gave no further 
details.

In an new development the 
Nigerian junta named a new chief 
of general staff on Friday to replace 
the general who had previously 
beld what is effectively the coun­
try’s No 2 position -  but was sen­
tenced to death for allegedly plot- 

, ting a coup.
I General Oladipyo Diya, once

right-hand man to Nigeria’s late 
dictator. General Sani Abacha, was 
sentenced to death in April along 
with five other people for the 
alleged December plot

On Fnday, Rear Admiral Mike 
Akhigbe, the chief of naval staff, 
was named to replace Diya. 
Akhigbe notably is a Christian from 
southern Nigeria, promoted in a 
military that is overwhelmingly 
made up of Muslim northerners.

It is seen as part of the Junta's 
strategy to create a better atmos­
phere for eventual elections.

But other reports suggest Abiola’s 
release could be delayed by the 
refusal of his supporters to believe 
he has abandoned his claim to the 
country’s presidency, government 
officials said.

They said no action could be 
taken until security was tightened 
to prevent possible demonstrations 
over the release of the 60-year-old 
tycoon, jailed in 1994 for declaring 
himself president on the basis of an 
annulled vote the previous year

MOSHOOD ABIOLA

which be is widely believed to have 
won.

“TTie government is not happy 
with tbe uncomplimentary com­
ments of the various leaders of pro- 
democracy groups.

“Their comments indicate that 
they will mastermind violent 
protests if Abiola is not made presi­

dent'’ one senior government offi­
cial said in Abuja.

“Abiola should definitely be 
released very soon, but I can assure 
you that these comments have not 
helped matters at all,” tbe official 
said.

Opposition groups have reacted 
angrily to the possibility of a delay 
in the release, recalling that United 
Nations Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan had said on Thursday 
Abiola had told him he was not 
“naive” enough to think he could 
leave detention and be made presi­
dent

Political analysts said any plan to 
restore civilian rule to be 
announced by new ruler General 
Abdul&alam Abubakar would be 
given a huge credibility boost by the 
release of Abiola, once he publicly 
denounces his presidential claim.

But political activists based most­
ly in Abiola’s southwest of the eth­
nically-divided country of 104 mil­
lion said they djd not believe he 
could possibly renounce the claim

and had no right to do so without.. 
first consulting with them.

Government sources say 
Abubakar, a northerner, is likely to^ 
announce soon a new plan to\, 
restore democracy to the country byj 
January next year. *

This would replace a widely entire; 
cised programme drawn up by lat^i* 
dictator Sani Abacha, who died sud­
denly last month, which included'! 
new presidential elections in which ;; 
he would have been the only candied 
date.

World leaders have shown a great 
deal more faith in Abubakar, a 56-— 
year-old career soldier, than they 
did in Abacha, who was condemned, 
abroad for abusing human 
and democratic freedoms.

A high-level delegation sets of 
from the United States, Nigeria’s 
biggest trading partner, this week­
end to further encourage Abubakar. 
wbo has already freed more than 30 
well-known political prisoners.

The European Union sent an 
envoy last week -  Jteuiers
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Nigeria set to free political prisoners, says Annan
i-BIJJA: Apparently moving to 
>oli:>h Nigeria's long-tarnished 

^epjtauon internationally, the 
qvulitary government will 
Release all political prisoners, 
ffi'icluduig the country’s leading 
opposition figure. United 
Rations Secretary-General Kofi 
J3-nr.au has said.
^ The concession, which would 

-ee at least 250 prisoners, is the 
L1- itest sign that General Abdul

salam Abubakar Is making a 
concerted effort to break from 
the harsh policies of his prede­
cessor, the late General Sani 
Abacha.

fm leaving Nigeria with the 
stage set for the release of all 
political detainees,” Mr Annan 
said yesterday at the end of his 
four-day visit to the oil-rich but 
impoverished country 

“The government will make

LU

a

ui

an announcement at the appro­
priate time”

Foremost among Nigeria’s 
political prisoners is Moshood 
Abiola, the apparent winner of 
presidential elections in 1993 
that were later annulled. He 
was arrested a year after the 
vote when he declared himself 
president 

Mr A n n a n  said he had met 
Chief Abiola and that the oppo­

sition leader had decided to 
relinquish his claim to the pres­
idency and co-operate with 
Nigeria's junta in making a 
peaceful transition to democra­
cy.

“I found him more realistic 
than some of us outside. Chief 
Abiola realises that a lot has 
changed," Mr Annan said, 
adding that Chief Abiola was in 
good health. Chief Abiola’s pri­

ority is to rebuild his life after 
more than four years in prison 
and then he will assess his 
political support 

Chief Abiola has plenty of 
rebuilding to do. His fortune 
and his personal life have suf­
fered deeply during his impris­
onment. Two of his many wives 
have died -  one in an assassina- 
Uon-style slaying -  and his enor­
mous business empire has

largely collapsed.
The visit by Mr Annan is itself 

a sign of the widespread hope 
that Nigeria will reform itself.

Mr Annan, a Ghanaian, is the 
highest-profile diplomat to 
meet the government since Gen 
Abacha executed leading play­
wright and activist Ken Saro- 
Wiwa in November 1995, pro­
voking international outrage. -  
Sapa-AP
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MOSHOOD ABIOLA
'Prepared to cooperate'
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World awaits 
Abiola release
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N i g e r i a n  officials said 
yesterday the release of 
celebrated  political de­
ta inee  M r Moshood 
A biola w as im m inent 

only because he had  agreed to give up 
h is claim  to the presidency 

United N ations secretary-general 
Mr Kofi A nnan said yesterday: ‘‘I am 
convinced tha t G eneral Abdulsalam 
A bubakar is determ ined  to re tu rn  
N igeria to dem ocratic ru le  in the 
shortest possible tim e.”

But backers of Abiola said they did 
not believe he had  renounced his 
claim  to the presidency 

T hey sa id  A n n an ’s rem ark  on 
Thursday -  that Abiola had said he 
w as not “naive” enough to believe he 
could leave deten tion  and  become 
president -  hud caused a great deal of 
confusion w ith in  opposition ranks 

•‘I don’t sec w here in  the statem ent 
Kofi A nnan stated categorically that 
Abiola had renounced h is  mandate, 
and he certain ly  couldn 't have done it 
w ithout considting his supporters,"

said Mr Abraham Adcsanya, leader 
of the opposition N ational Demo­
cratic Coalition.

"Chief Abiola has been asked to 
p repare h is bags and tidy up his 
th ings,” one senior government offi­
cial said in Abuja after the ru ling  m il­
itary council had met.

The 60-year-old Muslim tycoon was 
locked away in 1994 for proclaiming 
him self president on the basis of a 
1993 vote.

Anulled
T he elections, w hich Abiola is 

widely believed to haw: won, have 
been at the heart of political confu­
sion in Nigeria since they were an n ­
ulled by the previous m ilitary gov­
ernm ent.

G overnment officials said it was 
only after meeting A nnan and Com­
m onw ealth Secretary-G eneral Mr 
Emoka Anyaoku that Abiola had con­
sidered giving up his claim.

Anyaoku told tho RHO after his

Nigeria trip  that he had detected "a 
new mood" in the country.

Fbreign countries w ere quick to 
congratu late  A bubakar’s regim e 
after A nnan said p risoners would be 
freed, a stark contrast to the condem ­
nation heaped on the oil-producing 
country under dictator G eneral Sani 
Abacha, who died on June 8.

The United States said it would 
send a high-level m ission over the 
weekend to meet A bubakar and en ­
courage him  in h is prom ise to restore 
democracy to the west African state, 
which has been ruled by soldiers for 
all blit 10 years since independence 
from B ritain  in I960.

Abubakar has tried to m ake a clean 
break w ith Abacha’s way of govern­
ment and has been sacking advisers 
who were particidarly  close to the 
form er strongm an. He has also taken 
fuel imjx)rts out of the hands of Aba- 
cha's cronies.

What still eludes A bubakar is p u t­
ting in place a credible plan to restore 
civilian rule. -  Reuters
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ABIOLA'S 
RELEASE 
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Nigeria to free 
political prisoners
THE Nigerian government has agreed to 
free all political prisoners and an 
announcement will soon be made, United 
Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said 
on Thursday

“The government has agreed to release 
all political prisoners and I believe that the 
announcement will be made at the 
appropriate time,” said Annan,

The statement came after intense 
speculation that the junta, newly headed by 
General Abdulsalam Abubakar, could free 
key political prisoner Mr Moshood Abiola, 
the presumed winner of presidential 
elections hold and annulled by the military 
In 1993.

Refug#o«: The United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) in 
Namibia has shelved the repatriation of 
Angolan refugees after reports of renewed 
clashes between warring factions in their 
country

"The current situation in Angola has 
made us take a step backward,” Ms Martha

Mutilifa, UNHCR Assistant Programme 
Officer, said. The UNHCR official said due 
to political unrest in Angola, the refugee 
body was also discouraging voluntary 
repatriation of refugees,

Angolan p«ace: French President Jaajucs 
Chirac ended his tour of Southern African 
this week promising to help Angola if it 
tried to conclude a deal with the 
International Monetary Fund (1M!*').

Angolan President Eduardo dos Santos 
told a news conference he had asked Mr 
Chirac to urge the IMF to treat Angola 
with understanding and flexibility He said 
this would help the peace process.

Survival; A decision by Botswana to 
remove fences on its border with Namibia 
will improve the survival chances of rare 
southern African animals, said the World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF). The endangered 
African wild dog and roan antelope arc two 
species that will likely benefit from the 
move to tear down 30 kilometers of fences 
that blocked their migratory routes. WWF 
said in a statement.
Kaunda resigns: Former Zambian 
President Kenneth Kaunda will leave party 
politics aaid will inform the central 
committee of his United National 
Independence Party (Unip) of his decision 
today Yesterday Kaunda said he had 
decided to leave partisan politics to 
concentrate on national and international 
matters.

His retirement would not in any wav 
compromise him from criticising the 
government or Unip on issues of national 
imjxu’tance, Kaunda said.

Kongo clash: Clashes between troops and 
tribesmen seeking a “Kongo kingdom” 
have claimed at least eight lives in the f irs t 
such unrest in Kinshasa since Mr Laurent 
Kabila seized power
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