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THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNI TED STATES | S PLEASED THAT THE
PARTI Cl PANTS | N THE UNI TED NATI ONS DECOLONI ZATI ON COWM TTEES
HAVE EMBARKED ON THE PROCESS OF REFORM AS A MEMBER STATE OF
THE UNI TED NATI ONS AND AS AN ADM NI STERI NG POAER, WE ARE.
PLEASED TO HAVE TH S OPPORTUNI TY TO SET FORTH OUR VIEWS ON TH' S
VI TAL SUBJECT.
| NTRODUCTI ON

’ ’

| GENERAL COVMENTS

IN QUR VIEW 1T IS NECESSARY TO REESTABLI SH THE COMMON GROUND
THAT WAS THE BASI S FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF CHAPTER XI OF THE
CHARTER AND OF THE CAMPAI GN BY THE UNI TED NATI ONS THAT LED TO
THE SPECTACULAR DECOLONI ZATI ON VWHI CH HAS; MAR- EQ THE SECOND HALF
OF THE TNENTI ETH CENTURY. | NDEED, |IF T 535: E$E NO OTHER

ACHI EVEMENTS OF THE SECOND HALF OF THE VEENTI ETH CENTURY BUT
THE GLOBAL REALI ZATI ON OF THE CHARTER PRI NCI PLE OF EQUAL RI GATS
AND SELF- DETERM NATION, IT WOULD FOR TH S REASON ALONE BE ONE
OF THE MOST NOTEWORTHY FI FTY YEARS | N HUMAN HI STORY.

I N PART BECAUSE OF THE SUCCESS THAT HAS BEEN ACHI EVED, THERE
HAS BEEN A LOSS OF FOCUS ON WHAT UNI TES US, A TENDENCY TO LOSE
SI GAT OF THE FACT THAT THE MACHI NERY OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS HAS
WORKED TO ENHANCE THE FUNDAMENTAL PRI NCI PLE OF EQUAL RI GHTS AND
SELE' DETERM NATI & BECAUSE WE HAVE SO OFTEN FOUND COMMON GROUND.
AS PARTI Cl PANTS | N THE DECOLONI ZATI ON COW TTEES RECALL,
CHAPTER XI OF THE CHARTER ENSHRI NES THE PRI NCI PLE THAT THE

I NTERESTS OF THE | NHABI TANTS OF NON- SELF GOVERNI NG TERRI TORI ES
ARE PARAMOUNT. THE CHAPTER ACCCRDI NGLY OBLI GATES ALL

ADM NI STERI NG POAERS TO ACCEPT AS A BI NDI NG OBLI GATI ON

PROMOTI ON OF THE WELL- BEI NG OF THE | NHABI TANTS OF THE

TERRI TORI ES. PERHAPS THE MOST CENTRAL OF THESE OBLIGATIONS | S
SET FORTH I N ARTI CLE 73(8):

"TO DEVELOP SELF- GOVERNMVENT, TO TAKE DUE ACCOUNT

OF THE PCLI TI CAL ASPI RATI ONS OF THE PEOPLES, AND

TO ASSI ST THEM I N THE PROGRESSI VE DEVELOPMENT OF

THEI R FREE PCLI Tl CAL | NSTI TUTI ONS, ACCORDI NG TO

THE PARTI CULAR Cl RCUMSTANCES OF EACH TERRI TORY AND

I TS PEOPLES AND THEI R VARYI NG STAGES OF ADVANCEMENT. "

ADM NI STERI NG POAER HAS FULFI LLI NG I TS OBLI GATI ONS. SPECI FI C
PROBLEMS WOULD BE RAI SED, DI FFERENCES OF OPI Nl ON WOULD BE

Al RED, PRACTI CAL SOLUTI ONS WOULD BE SOUGHT, ALL W TH THE

SPECI FI C | NTERESTS OF THE PEOPLES OF THE TERRI TORIES I N M ND.
THE ADM NI STERI NG PONERS AGREED TO SUBM T TO SUCH | NTERNATI ONAL
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SCRUTI NY BECAUSE THEY RECOGNI ZED THAT THEI R LONG TERM | NTERESTS
WOULD BE FURTHERED BY PARTI Cl PATI ON I N A CONSTRUCTI VE, PUBLI C
PROCESS DESI GNED TO PROMOTE THE DI SCHARGE OF THEI R SACRED TRUST.
FOR MANY YEARS, THE DECCOLONI ZATI ON COVM TTEES AND THE

ADM NI STERI NG PowERs COCOPERATED SUCCESSFULLY | N ACHI EVI NG THE
OBJECTI VES or CHAPTER x1 AND THE SUBSEQUENT KEY RESOLUTI ONS.

OF THE MORE' TFI N' SEVENTY FORMER NON- SELF- GOVERNI NG TERRI TORI ES
THAT EXI STED PRI OR TO 1960, ONLY THE FOLLOW NG FEu HAVE NOT YET
ACHI EVED A FULL MEASURE OF SELF- GOVERNMENT: AMERI CAN SAMOA,
ANGUI LLA, BERMUDA, BRI TI SH VIRG N | SLANDS, CAYMAN | SLANDS,

G BRALTAR, GUAM MONTSERRAT, NEW CALEDONI A, PI TCAI RN, ST.
HELENA, TOKELAU, TURKS AND CAI COS | SLANDS, u.s. VIRG N | SLANDS,
AND VESTERN SAHARA.

IN SOVE SENSE, THE DECOLONI ZATI ON COW TTEES BECAME THE VI CTI M
OF THEIR OHN SUCCESS. W TH THESE FEW NON SELF GOVERNI NG

TERRI TORI ES REVAI NI NG UNDER THEI R JURI SDI CTI ON, THE

DECOLONI ZATI ON COWM TTEES BEGAN TO PLACE THEI R FOCUS

ELSEWHERE. | NSTEAD _OF DEALI NG W TH PARTI CULAR PROBLEM5S BROUGHT
TO THEI R ATTENTI ON BY REPRESENTATI yES OF THE TERRI TORI ES, THE
DECOLONI ZATI ON COVWM TTEES BEGAN TO | NJECT EXTRANEQUS AND
ANACHRONI STI C RHETORI C | NTO THEI R DEBATES AND RESCLUTI ONS,
RHETORI C THAT BORE LI TTLE RELEVANCE TO THE ACTUAL SI TUATI ON OF
THE- TERRI TORI ES. THE SPECI AL COW TTEE ALSO BEGAN TO ADOPT
RESCOLUTI ONS CONCERNI NG ENTI TI ES OVER WHI CH | T NEVER HAD

JURI SDI CTI ON OR WHI CH HAD ACHI EVED SELF- GOVERNVENT LONG AGO.
MOST | MPORTANTLY, THE DECOLONI ZATI ON COW TTEES EMBRACED A VERY
TRCOUBLI NG PREM SE, NAMELY, THAT THE FEW REMAI NI NG

NON- SELF GOVERNI NG TERRI TORI ES HAD FAI LED TO EXERCI SE THE RI GHT
OF SELF- DETERM NATI ON DUE EXCLUSI VELY TO SOVE PERSI STENT

COLONI AL ANl MUS ON THE PART OF THE ADM NI STERI NG POAERS. | N
FACT, THESE FEW TERRI TORI ES, THE MAJORI TY OF WHI CH SHARE

SI'M LAR CHARACTERI STICS | N TERVM5 OF GEOGRAPHY, POPULATI ON, AND
NATURAL RESOURCES, HAVE REMAI NED NON- SELF- GOVERNI NG LONG AFTER
THE OTHER ORI G NAL NON SELF- GOVERNI NG TERRI TORI ES FOR EXTREMELY
COVPLEX REASONS. THAT THESE TERRI TORI ES REPRESENT UNUSUAL
CASES |'S UNDENI ABLE; THAT THEY REQUI RE SPECI AL ATTENTI ON I N
THEI R PARTI CULAR EVOLUTI ON TOMARD SELF- GOVERNMENT |'S CLEAR.
WHAT THES5 TERRI TORI ES DO NOT NEED, HOWEVER, 1S | RRELEVANT
RHETORI C REPRODUCED | N ANNUAL, REPETI TI VE RESOLUTI ONS. THE

TI VE HAS COVE FOR THE DECOLONI ZATI ON COW TTEES TO SET ASI DE
THI' S APPROACH I N FAVOR OF PROMOTI NG THE ORI G NAL GOALS OF
CHAPTER XI. THE GOAL OF THE COMM TTEES SHOULD BE TO PROTECT
THE | NTERESTS OF THE | NHABI TANTS OF THE NON- SELF- GOVERNI NG
TERRI TORI ES -- AS ARTI CULATED BY THE | NHABI TANTS OF THCSE

TERRI TORI ES THEMSELVES-
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AS AN ADM NI STERI NG PONER, HE RECOGNI ZE OUR CONTI NUI NG
RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES UNDER CHAPTER XI. WE ALSO REMAIN W LLING TO
COOPERATE W TH THE DECOLONI ZATI ON COW TTEES TO FURTHER THE
GOALS OF CHAPTER XI, PROVI DED THAT THE COWM TTEES ARE W LLI NG
TO ADOPT A MORE CONSTRUCTI VE APPROACH. IN THI'S ERA OF A

NEN- FOUND SPI RIT OF COOPERATION IN THE UNI TED NATIONS, IT IS
CLEAR THAT COOPERATI ON SHOULD BE THE WATCHHORD OF THE
DECOLONI ZATI ON COW TTEES AS NELL. %

I N SHORT, WE BELI EVE THAT THE DECCLONI ZATI ON COWM TTEES SHOULD
RECRI ENT THEMSELVES AND PLAY THE FOLLOW NG ROLES TO BEST ASSI ST
I N ACHI EVI NG THE OBJECTI VES OF CHAPTER XI :

(A) TO PROVIDE A FORUM I N WH CH REPRESENTATI VES OF THE

REMAI NI NG NON- SELF- GOVERNI NG TERRI TORI ES, AS WELL AS

OTHER | NTERESTED PARTI ES, CAN COMVENT UPON THE DEGREE

TO WH CH THE ADM NI STERI NG PONERS ARE FULFI LLI NG

THEI R RESPONSI BI LI TI ES UNDER CHAPTER XI ;

(BS TO REPRESENT FAI RLY AND ACCURATELY THE NEEDS AND
PROBLEMS FACI NG THE REMAI NI NG NON- SELF- GOVERNI NG

TERRI TORI ES, BASED SOLELY UPON | NFORMATI ON PROVI DED

BY THE ADM NI STERI NG POAERS AND THE REPRESENTATI VES

AND OTHER | NHABI TANTS OF THE TERRI TORI ES; AND

(© TO PROVI DE PRACTI CAL GUI DANCE TO THE REMAI NI NG

NON- SELF' GOVERNI NG TERRI TORI ES, PARTI CULARLY | N AN

EFFORT TO PROMOTE THE ACHI EVEMENT OF SELF- GOVERNVENT,

TAKI NG | NTO ACCOUNT THE SPECI AL NEEDS AND Cl RCUM

STANCES OF THOSE TERRI TORI ES.

SPECI FI C SUGGESTI ONS

THE DECOLONZZATI ON COW TTEES SHOULD EXAM NE THEI R WORK | N
LI GHT OF THE ABOVE GOALS AND REDI RECT THEI R ENERG ES TOMARD
FULFI LLMENT OF THESE GOALS. TO THI'S END, THE DECOLONI ZATI ON
COW TTEES SHOULD

(A) REVIEH THEI R ANNUAL RESOLUTI ONS | N ORDER TO

DETERM NE THEI R RELEVANCE TO THE SPECI FI C

Cl RCUMSTANCES OF THE REMAI NI NG NON- SELF- GOVERNI NG

TERRI TORI ES;

(B) FAVORABLY CONSI DER A PROPCSAL FOR AN OWNI BUS

RESOLUTI ON FOR 10 OF THE NON- SELF- GOVERNI NG

RESOLUTI ONS THAT REFLECT THE ACTUAL NEEDS OF THE

| NHABI TANTS OF THE TERRI TORI ES. THI S OWNI BUS

RESCLUTI ON WOULD TAKE ACCOUNT OF THE SI M LAR

Cl RCUMSTANCES OF THIS GROUP OF TERRI TORIES, W TH

I NDI VI DUAL MENTI ON ONLY OF UNI QUE PROBLEMS;
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ENSURE OTHER RESOLUTI ONS REFER ONLY TO THE V

Cl RCUMSTANCES OF THOSE TERRI TORI ES NOT COVERED BY

THE OWMNI BUS RESCLUTI ON;

REFRAI N FROM NANME- CALLI NG AND ESCHEH | DEOLOJ CAL

OR ANACHRONI STIC RHETORIC I N | TS DEBATES

AND RESOLUTI ONS THAT DO NOT BEAR UPON THE GQOALS

OF CHAPTER x1;

m

I N ADDI TI ON, THE SPECI AL COWM TTEE SHOULD COWPI LE
HELPFUL | NFORMATI ON RELEVANT TO THE NEEDS OF THE

REMAI NI NG TERRI TORI ES; AND

IN LI GHT OF THE FACT THAT THE REMAI NI NG NON- SELFT
GOVERNI NG TERRI TORI ES MAY REPRESENT SPECI AL CASES;

AND DRAW NG ON THEI R CUMULATI VE EXPERI aNCE | N THE

FI ELD OF DECOLONI ZATI ON, THE ADM NI STERI NG POHERS

AND DECOLONI ZATI ON COWM TTEES SHOULD WORK TOGETHER

TO DETERM NE WHETHER NEH APPROACHES TO THE PROMOTI ON
OF SELF- GOVERNMENT ARE REQUI RED W TH RESPECT TO THESE
" TERRI TORI ES.



