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VANCE TO RESI GN AS

MEDI ATOR | N PEACE TALKS

by Marina G| bert

New York, Apr 1 (IPS) -- Cyrus Vance, the United
Nations repres entative at the Geneva peace conference
ont he fornmer Yugoslavia, is to resignfromhis post as
medi ator in the Bosnian conflict.

Fred Eckhard, the official spokesman of the Geneva
conference, saidVance "is preparing to resign,, because
the negotiations on Bosnia-l-lerzegovina are now "in
the hands of the Security Council."

For the past seven nmonths, Vance and his British
col | eague, Euro pean Conmunity (EC) representative
Daxi dOmen, have j ointly conducted peace negoti ations
ainmed at ending the civil war in Bosnia-Herzegoydna.
Last week, Bosniars Mislins agreed to the so-

call ed Vanc e-Onen Peace Pl an which was signed
earlier by the Croats.

However, the Serbs are still refusing to accept two
of the four chapters of the agreenent and are the only
facu onto boycotttheinternational comunityls efforts
to end the bitter ethnic conflict in the Bal kans.

NO BUYERS FOR NEW YORK

CITY U N PROPERTY

by Thal i f Deen

New York, Apr 1 (IPS) - The United Nations is stuck
with a piece of New York City real estate for which it
cannot find buyers.

U. N. Controller Jacques Baudot described the

bui | di ng that once housed the U N. Institute for
Trai ni ngand Resear ch(UNI TAR) as "an uncol | ectabl e
asset" in the U N budget.

The U. N. Secretariat has been trying since |ast

year to get rid of the md-rise building, |ocated on
prime property on a street just across fromthe U N
headquarters in Manhattan.

The worl d body deci ded | ast year to cl ose down

UNI TAR and absorb its 10 staff nenbers within the
(continued on Page 5)
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The Security Council is currently discussing a
package of sanctions agai nst Serbia and Mont enegro

to force the Bosnian Serbs to sign the controversia
peace pl an.

Thel at est resol ution, which the Security Counci

is expected to approve on Friday, is intended to
conpl etel yi sol ate Bel grade and cut off its oil supplies
and fl ow of goods by deploying patrols in border
areas and along the river Danube.

However, this nmeasure is also likely to affect

nei ghbouring countries, such as Hungary, whose

trade could be seriously affected. Hungary, 3 non-
per manent nenber of the Security Council, has
expressed its deep concern at the effects of the
sanctions, but has received no support fromthe
authors of the plan, the United States, Britain, Franc e,
Russi a and Spai n.

The draft resolution grants the Bosni anSerbs, |ed

by Radovan Karadzic, a two-1lveek period to accept
the peace plan. Qtherw se sanctions will be inposed.



However, the resolution also contenplates "lifting

all previous measures" if the Serbs halt their

aggr essi onagai nst the Miuslinms and Croats and agree

to sign the Vance- Onen Peace Pl an.

Al t hough the Security Councills present sanctions

agai nst Bel grade have seriously affected the econony,

caused food shortages and sparked an inflationary

spiral, they have failed to force a change of policy by
(conti nued on Page 2)
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Ser bi an | eader Sl obodan M| osevi c.

The draft resolution begins by ratifying the arms
enbargo against all warring parties in the forner
Yugosl axi a, despite U.S. prom ses to the Muslins that
it would consider lifting the weapons ban shoul d al
ot her peace neasures fail

The United States still refuses to give full backing
to all aspects of the Vance-Oaen plan, preferring to
prai se the efforts of the negotiators rather than
maki nga real commtment to their proposals.

In any case, the draft resolutionis likely to undergo
several changes before Friday, according to non-

per manent nenbers of the Security Council, who
saw t he text Wednesday for the first tine.

Since few expect the Bosnian Serbs to adhere to the
Vance- Onen Peace Plan, senior U N . diplomats believe
that theapplication of sanctions is still the nost Viable
option.

On Wednesday, the Security Council passed a

resol ution authorising the North Atlantic Treaty
Organi sation (NATO to shoot down Serbian aircraft
Violating the no-fly zone over Bosni a- Her zegovi na.
The resol uti on, whose approval was del ayed by

two weeks as a result of initial Russian objections,
aut horises U N. nenber states and their regi ona
organi sations to "use all necessary neasures" to
ensure the no-fly zone over Bosnia is respected.
However, theresolutional so specifies that no | and
targets, such as airports or landing strips may be
attacked, sonething that was not included in the
original version of the text.

The nmeasure will come into effect in tw weeks

time to allow the UN protection force in fornmer
Yugosl avia (UNPROFOR) to take precautions against
possi bl e Serbian reprisals. |

U. N. COVPENSATI ON

COW SSI ON BEG NS WORK

I N EARNEST

by Appan Menon

New York, Apr 1 (IPS) -The United Nations has taken
a deci sive step towards compensatingvictins of the
19901raqi invasion of Kuwait.

The worl d bodyThursday appoi nted ninejurists

and experts to the CGeneva-based C onpensation

Conmi ssion, a body which will now exami ne the

clains of nore than a million foreign workers.

The ni ne Conm ssioners are from Argenti na,

Bangl adesh, Canada, China, Finland, Ghana,

Morocco, Russia and Switz erland, and the Governing
Counci |l conprises Security Council nenbers.

According to the United Nations, nost of the

wor kers uprooted by the 199 1 war were from South
Asia and the Philippines. Several U N nenber-

states have put forward clains on their behalf but

no one has as yet received reparations,

Only 700, 000 cl ai ms have so far been made, but
experts believe that a total of 100 billion dollars wll
be clainmed by the tine the Compensation Fund

begi ns operatingbythe end of the year. The deadline
for individual clainms is Jul. 1

The Fund, established by the Security Council in

199 1, is theoretically supposed to befinanced on the
basis of 30 percent of the price of every barrel of oi
exported by Iraqg.

But because of the U.N. -inmposed sanctions agai nst
Baghdad, the country has had to curtail its exports.
The Council agreed this week to keep the sanctions



regi mei n place pendi nganot her rexi ew nti-vo nonths
time, although some countries feltit was hurting the
people nore than the Iraqgi |eadership

The Council passed a resolution | ast Septenber
freezi ng Baghdadis oil assets abroad to fund the
United Nations' lrag-related activities and the
Conpensat i onFund.

But accordingto the Comm ssion, only 2 1 mllion
dol I ars has been pl edged to the Fund, and even this
amount has not been received so far.

CGovernments and corporations can also claim
conpensationfor the | osses incurred by the war. But
these | osses nust be the direct result of the Iraq

i nvasi on and occupation of Kuwait, according to the
Conmi ssi on.

This ruling automatically excludes countries

af fected by the trade enbargo i nposed by the Security
C ouncil after the Iraqi invasion. The |ink between the
i nvasion and the | osses suffered is not sufficiently
direct, according to a decisi ontaken by the Governi ng
Counci | of the Conpensation Conmmi ssion | ast

Novenber .

Devel opi ng countries, including India, Nepal

Paki stan and Sri Lanka, suffered because of the
enmbargo on the oil trade withlrag. They have proposed
aReserve Fund to help countri es affected by sanctions
but no action has been taken either by the Security
Council or the General Assenbly. |

CLI NTON FACES i OV LS-

VERSUS- JOBS, CONTROVERSY

by jim Lobe

Washi ngton, Apr 1 (IPS) - U S. President Bill dinton
will walk into a veritable buzz saw of controversy

i nvol vi ng | abour, industry, and enyironnentalists
when he chairs Friday" 3 Tinber Summitl in Portland,
Or egon.

The Sunmit, to which Cinton is taking certain

Cabi net menbers and Vice-President Al Core, is
designed to gather facts and perspectives about the
so-cal l ed | oM s-yersus-j obsl debate which has roiled
the politics of the Pacific Northwest.

(conti nued on page 3)
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Washi ngton, which has lec tured Third World
governments on the inportance of preserving their
natural environment, now has to decide what it is
willing to do to conserve its own threatened forests
and their biological diversity.

The issue will test Cintonis assertions that the
United States should protect the em ronnent and

jobs at the sane tine.

Wil e the Wiite House says the sunmit is only

"about listening and learning”, Cinton warned this
nmonth that his eventual recomendations "will

pr obably make everybody mad".

The controversy over the ancient forests has

becone white hot in the Northwest since a 1991

ruling by a federal judge in the city of Seattle on the
20-year-ol d Endangered Species Act (BSA) and how t

af fected the survival of the northern spotted ow .
After the oWl was designated byfederal authorities

as an endangered species in 1990, Judge WIIiam

Dwyer banned logging in those parts of the

gover nient - owned anci ent forests where the ow

l'ives, pending a government plan to protect it.

The ban covered about three mllion acres of

forest land -- or 1.2 mllion hectares -- about one-
tenth of the nassive fores ts which once covered the
US. Pacific coastlands and nountai ns.

The ban, inposed as the United States was headed

into recession, was inmedi ately attacked byi ndustry
and | abour advocates who warned that fencing off

the old-growth forests fromloggingt’ vill cost 2 5,000
to 50, 000j obs.

That woul d nake many snall |unber towns in

the region, already hard hit by changes in the
industry during the 19 70's, into tirtual ghost towns,
according to interests who contend the costs of the
ow|ls protection are sinply too high.

But ecol ogi sts say these figures are exagger at ed.

Aut omat i on and the export of one-fourth of the
regions to tal tinmber harvest -- nostly to Japan -- have
had a far nore devastating i npact on jobs than any
conservati on measures, they argue.

They al so note that |unber conpani es have

accel erated the decline by nmoving nore of their
operations to the southeastern part of the country.
During the 19803 al one, they say, Washington

State and Oregon | ost nore than 26, 000 tinber-

rel ated jobs for reasons unrelated to conservation

i ssues. Since the 1991 ruling, another 13,000 jobs
have di sappeared, according to recent studies.

But environmentalists say this rate of loss is no
worse than j obs in many other industries hard-hit by
the recession. They have al so been bolstered in their
cause by certainfederal reports. Last June, for exanple,
a team of scientists found through detailed satellite
photos that the national forests in the N orthwest had
beconme far nore danmaged and fragnmented than
prexliouslybelieyed.

Recent studies on habitat |oss have shown that

once an ecosystem beconmes too fragmented, the

chances of its survival are greatly reduced. Another
study by Forest Service biologists has reconmended
that protec tive neasures for the ows be extended to
nore of the estimated 600 ani mal species found in

the ancient forests.

Since the oW was listed as | endangered’ under the
ESA, the marbled nmurrelet shorebird and three

speci es of sal nbn have been found to be simlarly
threatened. Em ronnental groups say these additions



only add urgency to the need for a solution that wll
protect the habitat.

"Behind the spotted oW lies the sal nobn," says

Mar k Shaefer of the Washi ngt on-based W/ der ness

Soci ety. But one perverse effect of the two-year ban
is the surge in prices for lunber from ol d-growh
forests, especially for redwoods from northern
California.

Prices for sone kinds of |unber have doubl ed or

nore over the past two years, spurring a |ogging
spree in private | ands which surround the nationa
forests.

Cinton hinmself is holding his card close to the
vest, but Interior Secretary Bruce Babbit has already
hinted that he favours plans that woul d continue the
banon | oggi ngi n thoseforests whose ecosystens are
heal t hi est, while easing the ban on nore margi na

ar eas.

Sonme environmentalists and unions al so have

joined inproposing greaterrestrictions on the export
of raw |l ogs fromthe Northwest which they say was
the principal cause ofl ostjobs since the 1970's. |
ARAB POPULATI ON MEETI NG

TO ADDRESS EXPANDI NG

FORElI GN WORK FORCE

by j am Daya

N ewyork, Apr 1(1PS)- A conference i nAmman, J ordan
next week will discuss the key issue of m gration and
the growi ng non-Arab work force in oil-exporting
countri es.

The Apr. 4-8 Arab Popul ati on Conference is

sponsored by the UN. Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA), the
UN. Economic and Soci al Conmi ssion for Wstern

Asia (ESCWA), and the League of Arab States.
Abackground paper by the co-sponsors highlights

t he consequences of bothinternational mgrationand
inter-Arab migration in the region.

The paper says that while migration fromthe Al -
Maghreb countries -- Algeria, Libya, Muuritania,
Morocco andTunisia --to Europe has total ed some two
niillionpeople, mgrationto ahandful of Arab countries
is greater still.

The paper says | abour nigrationflox-vs to the | Gulf
Cooperation Council’ (GCC) countries of Bahrain,
Kuwai t, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emrates rose from1l.1 mllion in 1975 to 5.2
(conti nued on page 4)
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mllion in 1980, a growmh rate of 10.2 percent

It says that conmpared to their national popul ations,
the GCC countries have received a di sproportionate
nunber of non-national mgrants.

Infact, in 1990, the six countries received al nost
10 percent of the worldw de m grant popul ation

Their own popul ation, including non-nationals, was
only 0.4 percent of the worlds popul ation that year
sayt he co-sponsors.

Saudi Arabia figured as the biggest magnetic

pol e, attracting nore than 60 percent of the
econom cal ly active non-nationals in the m d-1980s
The United Arab Emrates attracted 14 percent of
the non-national work force, Kuwait 13 percent,

Orman ei ght percent, Qatar four percent, and Bahrain
two percent.

The paper says that since the resunption of

econom c and social life in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia
following the 199 1 @ulf War, the size of the regions
foreign work force in 1995 may be even greater than
the year preceding the War.

And the paper says that there will be a significant
changei nt he national distribution of forei gnworkers,
with fewer Arabs and nore Asians.

The Arab share of the total migrant non-nationa
work forcein the Gulf may drop to 20 percentin 1995
conpared to 47 percent in the m d-19803, says the
paper .

It says that the pol arisati onanmongArabs foll ow ng
the War has resulted in greater opportunities for
Asians to increase their share of Gulf |abour markets.
Roughl yonem | | i onm grant workers fronenen,

J ordan, Palestine, and Sudan were expelled fromthe
GCC countries as a consequence of the Gulf War.
Roughly 390, 000 Egyptians were returned to

their country, while some 225,000 J ordani an-

Pal estini ans went hone. Another reason for the

decr easi ngArab share of the non-national work force
is the difference in wages paid to Arab and Asi an
wor kers, says the paper

It states that available data during 1987-89 shows
that in Saudi Arabia, an Arab worker was paid, on
average, twice as much as his Asian colleague in
1987, and three tinmes as much in 1989. And Saud
workers are paid, on average, nore than their non-
Saudi Arab orAsia colleagues in all occupations, says
t he paper.

For exanple, a Saudi professional and technica
worker was paid 1.4 times nore than a non- Saud

Arab, and 3.6 tines nore than an Asian worker
perform ng the same occupation

The paper says the human rights of bothArab and

i nternational mgrants nust be respected and that
the deterioration of political relations anong Arab
countries should not |lead to the deportation of
mgrants or to theloss of their rights. It says that inter-
Arab migration will remain high on the regions
agenda for the next 25 years.

According to the United Nations, faced with an
average growm h rate of three percent per year, the
regionls current 2 3 5 mllion populationcould increase
to 449 mllion people by 2020.

Next weekl s fiye-day conference will exanine the
Arab worl dl s popul ati on policies and programres,
worrenand devel o prment, health and famly planni ng.
In addition, the regions mnisters will adopt the
second "Anman Decl aration on Popul ati on and
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprment in the Arab Worl d". The



nmeeting will consist of a three-day expert group
nmeeting foll owed by a two-day ministerial neeting.
It is being held in advance of the Sept. 1994

I nt ernati onal Conference on Popul ation and

Devel opnent (1 CPD) in Cairo, Egypt.

TUG OF- WAR OVER HUNMAN

Rl GHTS DECLARATI ON

by Ranon |sberto

Bangkok, Apr 1 (IPS) - The focus of the Asian human
rights conference is shifting fromthe public
statenments of governments and human rights groups
to the behind-the-scenes negotiations on the
declaration to be issued at the end of this weeks
nmeeti ng.

There have been serious differences between

Asi an countries on various human rights issues, a
factunderscored by the acrinoni ous verbal exchange
bet ween I ndi a and Paki stan on the session floor
Wednesday.

Still, officials of various governments privately
expressed confidence that the 49 Asia-Pacific
countries participating in the first-ever regiona
neeting on hunan rights would cone up with a

decl aration they could all sign

"The countries attendi ngthis nmeeting have little
choice but to come up with something," said the
chi ef of one del egation

Non- goyer nnent al organi sations (NGJ s) on the

ot her hand fear such unanimty may be achi eved at
the cost of producing a statenent that would tend to
wat er down the basic principles of existing

i nternational human rights agreements. "We're

basi cal | y engaged in a damage-control operation,”
sai d Cecilialdinenez, spokesperson of theAsian NGO
Conf erence on Human Ri ghts.

Conf er enceor gani sers have kept a ti ght lid on the
del i berations of the official draftingcomittee. But
a draft declaration reportedly prepared by Iran,
whi ch chairs the committee, may give an indication
of where the debate is headed.

The draft reaffirms the Asia-Pacific countries
conmitrment to the principles contained in the UN
Charter and the Universal Declaration on Human
Rights as well as the "full realisation of all hunman
ri ghts throughout the world".

That phrase seens to be a cone ession to the View
(conti nued on Page 5)
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expressed by countries |Iike Japan that therenust be
no dilution of the principle that human rights are
uni ver sal

But nine of the 20 points in the draft docunent
seems to reflect the views of countries |ike Indonesia,
Si ngapore and Iran which stressed the need to take
into full account the regions cultural, political and
social diversity in the pronotion and protection of
human ri ghts.

Point no. 3 of the draft docunment, for exanple,
states thatAsia-Pacific countries should "discourage
any attenpt to use human rights as a conditionality
f or extendi ngdevel opnent assi stance". Point no. 4
underlined the need to respect the principles of

nati onal sovereignty, territorial integrity and non-
interference in a country’s internal affairs and
reiterates that all countries have the right to
determine their political systemand freely pursue
their econonic, social and cultural devel opment.

NO BUYERS FOR NEW YORK CI TY

U N. PROPERTY

(Conti nued from Front Cover)

UN. system
The Secretariat then agreed to inherit the building
for non-paynent of an 11-million-dollar |oan Wich

the United Nations advanced to the Institute.

The debt included a 4.5-nmillion-dollar |oan

extended to UNITAR to buy the | and. The bal ance --
6.5 mlliondollars --represents advances to UN TAR
to nmeet shortfalls in its administrative budget in
previ ous years.

Deputy Controller Susan MIler told the UN

Adm ni strative and Budgetary Comittee | ast week

it was unlikely that the United Nations could even
recover the value of theland, let alone that of the
bui | di ng.

"The real estate market in New York is at a very

| ow point, if not a record |low point," therefore it is
not the wisest thing to try to sell the building at this
juncture, she said.

And to conpound the problem the Secretari at

says that if it is to take over the building, it wll
requi re about 647,000 dollars annually for

mai nt enance and security.

At the sane tinme, an additional 2.9 mllion

dollars would be required to nmake the necessary
repai rs andi nprovenents before the buildingis put

to any productive use.

The Conmittee, which is discussing revised

estimates of the 1992-1993 U. N. budget in relation
to the current restructuring of the UN. system has
aut hori sed a sum of 200,000 dollars to cover

requi rements until June.

P_M Boin of France told the Conmittee that

even though the buildingwuld require repairs, the
operational role of the structure -- as an office or
war ehouse, for exanple -- should be considered. If
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The draft docunent also reaffirms the "right to

devel opnent” as a "universal right and integral part
of fundanental human rights" and says the "main
obstacleil to the realisation of that right "(lies) at the
i nternational macroecononic level as reflected in the
wi deni ng gap between the North and the South".

T hough the authorship of the document remains
uncertain, the paper does reflect the positions
expressed by Iran Wednes day. Iranls Deputy Foreign
M ni ster, MhamuadJavad Zarif, said itwas necessary



to recognise the "cultural diversity of the human

fam ly and respect the values of various cultures" in
order to enhance the universality of human r1l ghts.

He said the right of devel opnent has not been

gi ven the sane inportance and attention as cixil and
political rights, adding that the Iink between hunman
rights protection and the principles of sovereignty
and non-interference had not been adequately

di scussed in international forums. I

there was no suchoperational role, sale of the building
shoul d be consi dered, he said.

UNI TARwas cl osed down here for nainlyfinancia

reasons. ErikJensen, Deputy to the Under-Secretary-
General for Public Affairs, told a UN. Conmittee | ast
year that UN TAR had for several years been
encounteringiiserious financial difficulties". He noted
that "this situation cannot be allowed to continue"
The Secretary-General concluded that the best

course would be for the United Nations to take over
the buildingin NewYork inreturn for the cane ellation
of its debt, he said.

UNI TAR has traditionally been funded with

vol untary contributions, but these have declined

over the years.

Its budget had beenin deficit for 15 ofits 26 years

of existence, and only 55 countries have ever nade
contri butions.

Several Third Wirld countries supported the nove

to keep UNFTAR alive. Nigerials KO diseneka told
the Economic and Financial Conmittee |ast year that
UNI TAR had trai ned nore than 13,200 specialists

from 173 states and UN. agenci es.

Sone 8, 000 persons had al so participated in the
Instituteis research sem nars, and about 16, 000
attended its international conferences and
roundt abl es.

"It is paradoxical therefore that a | arge nunmb er of
governments are willing to avail thensel ves of the
serxices of UNITAR, but are reluctant, if unwilling, to
contribute to the funding of its operations,” he said.
U. S. del egateJohn Hurleytold the Comm ttee that

Washi ngt on opposes any regul ar budget financing

for UNI TAR

"The United States recognises that this is a critica
time for UNI TARbut itwould bea m stake to continue

to propup aninstitute WthU N funds precisely when
its future nust be based on the nore solid faith ofits
menbers," he said. |



