
 

T H E F R E E D 0 M C H A R T E R

as adopted at the Congress of the PeopTe on 26 June 1955

PREAMBLE We, the peopie of South Africa, deciare for a1] our country
and the woer to know:

That South Africa beiongs to a1] who live in it, black and white, and
that no government can justly ciaim authority unless it is based on the
wiii of the peopie;

That our peopie have been robbed of their birthright to land, Tiberty and
peace by a form of government founded on injustice and inequaiity;

That ouf country wii] never be prosperous or free unti] a1] our peopTe
Tive in brotherhood, enjoying equal rights and opportunities;

That oniy a democratic state, based on the wi11 of the people can secure
to 311 their birthright without distinction of colour, race, sex or
beiief;

And therefore, we the people of South Africa, biack and white, together
equais, countrymen and brothers adopt this FREEDOM CHARTER. And we
piedge ourselves to strive together, sparing nothing of our strength and
courage, until the democratic changes here set out have been won.

Articie 1

THE PEOPLE SHALL GOVERN

1 Every man and woman shaii have the right to vote for and stand as a
candidate for all bodies which make laws.

2 A11 the peopie shail be entitied to take part in the administration of
the country.

3 The rights of the peopie shaii be the same regardless of race, coiour or
sex.

4 A11 bodies of minority ruie, advisory boards, counciis and authorities
shali be replaced by democratic organs of seTf-government.  

Article 2

ALL NATIONAL GROUPS SHALL HAVE EQUAL RIGHTS

1 There shai] be equai status in the bodies of state, in the courts and in
the schoois for a11 nationai groups and races.  
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A11 nationai groups sha11 be protected by iaw against insults to their

race and nationai pride.

A11 people shaTT have equal rights to use their own language and to

deveiop their own foik culture and customs.

The-preaching and practice of national, race or coiour discrimination and

contempt shaTT be a punishable crime.

A11 apartheid Taws and practices shal] be set aside.

Article 3

THE PEOPLE SHALL SHARE IN THE COUNTRY'S HEALTH !

The nationai wealth of our country, the heritage of a1] South Africans,

shai] be restored to the peopie.

The mineral weaith beneath the soi], the banks and monopoiy industry

shaTT be transferred to the ownership of the people as a whoTe.

A11 other industries and trade shal] be controiled to assist the weTT-

being of the peopie.

A11 peopie shaTT have equal rights to trade where they choose, to

manufacture and to enter all trades, crafts and professions.

Article 4

THE LAND SHALL BE SHARED AMONG THOSE HHO WORK IT !

Restriction of Tand ownership on a racial basis shali be ended, and all

the Tand re-divided amongst those who work it, to banish famine and land

hunger.

The state shai] heip the peasants with impiements, seed, tractors and

dams to save the soii and assist the tiiiers.

Freedom of movements shaii be guaranteed to 311 who work on the land.

A11 sha11 have the right to occupy iand wherever they choose.

Peopie shall not be robbed of their cattle, and forced labour and farm

prisons sha11 be abolished.

Article 5

ALL SHALL BE EQUAL BEFORE THE LAW

No one shaTT be imprisoned, deported or restricted without fair triai.   



 

 

 

 

No one shaTT be condemned by the order of any Government officiai.

Imprisonment shaiT be onTy for serious crimes against the peopie, and

shaTT aim at re-education, not vengeance.

The poiice force and army shaTT be open to aTT on an equai basis and

shaTT be the heipers and protectors of the peopTe.

AT] Taws which discriminate on the grounds of race, coTour or beTief
shai] be repealed.

Article 6

ALL SHALL ENJOY HUMAN RIGHTS !

The Taw shall guarantee to a1] their right to speak, to organise, to meet
together, to publish, to preach, to worship and to educate their

children.

The privacy of the house from poTice raids shaTT be protected by Taw.

A11 shail be free to traveT without restriction from countryside to town,
from province to province, and from South Africa abroad.

Pass Taws, permits and a1] other Taws restricting these freedoms shaTT be

aboiished.

Article 7

THERE SHALL BE HORK AND SECURITY !

A11 who work shalT be free to form trade unions, to elect their officers
and to make wage agreements with their empioyers.

The state shaiT recognise the right and duty of a11 to work, and to draw
fuTT unempToyment benefits.

Men and women of a1] races shaTT receive equal pay for equa] work.

There shail be a forty-hour working week, a nationai minimum wage, paid

annuaT Teave on fuii pay for a1] working mothers.

Miners, domestic workers, farm workers and civiT servants shaTT have the
same rights as a1] others who work.

Chde Tabour, compound Tabour, the tot system and contract Tabour shaTT
be aboTished.
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Article 8

 

THE DOORS 0F LEARNING AND CULTURE SHALL BE OPENED !

1 The government shaTT discover, deveiop and encourage nationa] taient for

the enhancement of our cuiturai iife.

2 AT] the cuitura] treasures of mankind shaTT be open to aTi, by free

exchange of books, ideas and contact with other Tands.

3 The aim of education shail be to teach the youth to Tove their people and

their cuiture, to honour human brotherhood, Tiberty and peace.

4 Education shai] be free, compu150ry, universal and equa] for aTT

chderen.

5 Higher education and technicaT training shail be opened to a1] by means

of state a110wances and schoiarships awarded on the basis of merit.

6 Aduit iiiiteracy shaT] be ended by a mass state education pian.

7 Teachers shaiT have a1] the rights of other citizens.

8 The c010ur bar in cuiturai iife, in sport and in education shai] be

ab01ished.

ArticTe 9

THERE SHALL BE HOUSES, SECURITY AND COMFORT !

1 A11 peopTe shai] have the right to live where they choose, to be decentTy

housed, and to bring up heir famiiies in comfort and security.

2 Unused housing space to be made avaiTabie to the people.

3 Rent and prices shai] be Towered, food pientifuT and no one shaii go

hungry.

4 A preventive heaTth scheme shaii be run by the state.

5 Free medicai care and hospitaiisation shaii be provided for aii, with

specia] care for mothers and young chiidren.

6 STums sha11 be demoTished and new suburbs buiTt where a1] shaTT have

transport, roads, Tighting, piaying fieids, creches and sociai centres.

7 The aged, the orphans, the disabied and the sick shaii be cared for by

the state.

8 Rest, leisure and recreation shaii be the right of a1}.
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9 Fenced iocations and ghettoes sha11 be aboiished and 1aws which break up

famiiies shai] be repeaied.

Article 10

THERE SHALL BE PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP

1 South Africa shai] be a fu11y independent state, which respects the

rights and sovereignty of 311 nations.

2 South Africa sha11 strive to maintain worid peace and the settiement of

a1] internationa] disputes by negotiation not war.

3 Peace and friendship amongst a1] our peopie shaii be secured by uphoiding

the equai rights, opportunities and status of a1].

4 The people of the protectorates Basutoiand, Bechuanaiand and Swaziiand

shai] be free to decide for themseives their own future.

5 The right of a1] the peopies of Africa to independence and self-

government shal] be recognised, and sha11 be the basis of ciose

cooperation.

Let all who love their people and their country now say, as we say here :

THESE FREEDOMS HE HILL FIGHT FOR, SIDE BY SIDE, THROUGHOUT OUR LIVES UNTIL HE

HAVE HON OUR LIBERTY.

 


