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Until the mid-1960's, South Africa had sought the direct Lhcorporation
ol the three High Commission territories administered Ly Bi'ltlain:
Bulswana, Lesotho and swaziland. Four south Arrica, the advantage,
amouyst others, of such a course of action would have Léeen the
legitimucy it gave the apartheid Policy olbf bantustan /Zindependence' .
incorporation, however, having failed at the political level, DLr.
Vervoerd, then Prime Minister, attempted, and sSucceeded, to incor-
porate the BLS countries into an econovmic, sSouth African-dowinated
custows union aud into the rand monetry zone - Chereby ygiving the
Fretoria government enorwous leverage over the affairs of the BLS
which continues, with effect, to Lhis day.

Until the mid-1970's, Pretoria countinued Capilaliziug ou its
occupation of Namibia and the barrier ot ‘'bulfer’' stutes that

included the Portuguese colonies of Mozumbigque and Angola and the
Biritish rebel colony of Rhodesia, by concluding various econvmic

aid military alliances in order to thwat't the growth and aclivities

OF liberation movements throughout southern Afrrica. By 1971,
however, John vVorster's ‘'outward-lovking' policy of diglouygue, launched
in the late 1960's had, despite its tew initial stUccesses, boeen
Llocked by the newly formed Oryanization ol AFrrican Unity.

The Lisbon coup of April, 1974 that Coppled the Caetuno ygovernment
diramatically changed the face of southern Africa almost overnight.
iln the following year, after a long, hard and Dloody liberavion
struggle, first Mozambique in June and then Angola in November
JgJalhed thelr independence: followed bv Zimbabwe i1l 1980. One of
Lhe COSLsS of this bitter struggle were the SUI'Toyale armies or
mercenaries and bandits created or cou-upted by the Portuguesce. the
Rhodesians and, morae recently, the South Africans: Unita in the
west, for example and, in the east, the MNR. Aulhentic documents
(o hand reveal that even when Unita was supposedly fFlghting Portuguese
colontalism, it was In reality an adjunct of the Portuyuwese armed
forces. AS Lhe last white bastion, sSouth Africa continues to give
loyisticial support to Unita and to recruit, Craln and fund the MNR,
- whouse initial funders, administngtors and trainers, it is cumwmon
cause, had been the Rhodesians. .

With the collapse of Portuguese colontalism, the Pretoriua regime
had Co reformulate its regional strutegyy, expanding its military
Caupacity while launching a diplomatic 'detente’ initiative which
vorster vaguely defined as a constellation ot lndependent stutes
presenting a united front againust common enemies. e Invasion of
ofF Angola 1n 1975 and the eveuntual expulsion of the Southh AFrican
forces by the Angolan and Cuban troops eatly CLhe rollawingy veur,
however, put an end to this initLjative. Whilst the biutal
repression of the sSoweto uprising in June '76 Lerminated any hint
ol collaboration with a regime that slaughtered doefenceless hlack
schuol children. |
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In 1977 a4 Defence wWhite Paper laid out vLthe c¢conomic, political and
military implications of a policy of 'totul strategy’ that had been
proposed as early as 1973 by top militury strateyists including the
then Minister of Defence. P.W.Botha. With Botha's assumption to
Cpowerr i 1978, and the subsequent reorganization of state structures,
"Ltutal strategygy’ Came Lo be officially aduplted as stale policy.

Notwithstanding, a further attempt at a regional grouping dowinated
by sSouth Africa was made with the proposal, elaborated by Botha
shortly arter taking office, of a Counstellation of Southern African
Stutes (CONSAS). The result of the Zimbubwe judependence election
aldl the formation, less than a month later, of SADCC, a reyional
grouping that excluded South Africa, finally put paid to any further
‘constel lation’ notion on stricely south African 'dependency' terms.

WiLh fForesight, the lale Botlswana president, Sir seretse kKhama,
wurned, at the formative meeting of the SALDCC in Lusaka, that:

"The struggle for ecuvnomic liberation will be as bitterly contested
4s has been the struggle for political liberation”.

LU COLONIAL | LGACY !

Wilh reterence Lo Mozambique and Angula, o UNICEF study on "CHILDREN
ON THE PFRONT LINE" reports that: "Few Ccountries have attuained
Lndependence with such an appalling leyacy of coloniual ucylect™,

As Lhe study goes on to explain: "MozZawbigue lulierited an illiteracy
rate ofF Yix, AL lndepencdence, over 70z of the population ot 10
wmillion lived out of the reach of any form of health care. I 1)
Angoula illiteracy was sowmewhat lower = perhups 855 - but the
proportion without effective access to the health system was at

least as high and probably higher. ’

Mout'e thian 450,000 Purtu{juyse and other eXpatrjates, who were Lthe

waln traders, clwporters and expurters, f'led Anygola at independence,
leaving few Angolans skilled in those and other areas. [0
Muozambique only 15,000 .0f 250,000 expatriates stayed ol.

The post-independence poliples Oof both Angola and Mozambique gave

high priority to primary health care, placing emphasis onfpreventive

rather than curative medicine. Networks of health posts and

centres were created 1in the rural areas. Thousands of primary

health workers, able to give rudimegtary medical care, were trained.
v MUss vucCclination cuampaligns }uere Carried out.

By 1980 life expectancy at birth had increusced Lo 41 veurs in angula
and 45 1n Mozambigue. The mortality rate amonyg under-rives had
been reduced o 260 and 270 per 1,000, respectively”.
ln attempting to quantify the ‘excess' war and destablization-

'elatled dedths since South Africa really turned on the destahilization
'screws’ 1n 1980, the UNICEF report takes, as its‘ unit of meygsule,

d Culparable study of the mortality rate of under-rfives in the
affected countries of Mozambigue and Anygyola viz-a-viz Tanzania.’

-
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Given the aforementlioned development of primary health care and
Ppreventive medicine systews awd the resultant rall o mortality
amony under-rfives in both Mozambique and Angula until 1980, thelr
pusition today should therefore be comparable to that of TuanZanlia.

lnustead, Lthe mortality rate of under-tives in Tancunla I1s 1895 paer
1,000, whereus lu MozZambique and Angola the under-rive mortaliLy
had, in stark contrast, risen to an-estimated 325-375 per 1,000 by
1985. Ahd it i3 reckoned that this aluarming rigure couuld, taday,
have risen even higher, .aAnd that it is likely to coutnue doing so
unless and until the sSouth African war machine can be brouyght under
control. 3

This undeclared war against its neighbours is an integral partc of
sSouth Africa's 'total strategy’ policy dertined by the Pretotria
regime as the mobllizacion of all rforces - poulitical, economic,
diplomatic and military - in detrence ol apurtheid. This Tmpourtant
component of a 'total onslauyght' policy has, as ils objective, Lhe
creation of a network of relativaships 1ntended to persuade ueilgh-
bouring states that their interests lie with the regional 'superpower’:
Pretoria; and with the maintenance, Lheretore, of a depuendency
that will remain, for apartheid ruled suvuth Africa, cconumically
lucrative and politically submissive, and that will furthermore act
a4s a4 bulwark against the lmposition ol nternational sanctions.

The econowic and social costs of this widespread and continuing war
Of destabllization = as (it affects Mouozambl ique and Anyola 1n
particular - is astronomical; in teirms of human sultering, the
prrice is unquauntiriable.

!

The macro-economia €Cests can be estimuted 1n various ways, us the
UNICEF report points out: "destruction ot assets, entorced military
expenditure, higher transport cousts, loustL output, or the need ftor
relief and survival support Lo large numbers of retugeey and
displaced persons. Serious estimuales differ substantially, but
what 18 significant is the ayrecment on how massive the costs are.,
Al UFficial SADCC estimate of the 1980U-1984 costs - ucluding war
daumaye, specific output losses, additionul defence expenditure and

. loust econumic growth - totals $10.14 billion ror the region. L f
1SS and 1986 couslLs are included, to retflect the rising scale ofr
auuression and intflacion and the cumulat ive mpact ol output lousses,
Lhe estimadted total of the nine counbtries' cconoumlic losses trom
wul', measulr'ed on the basis of lust GDIY, comes Lo $B2L5-P2s billion
1O 1980- 1Y80.

Lhe

Al estimate of physical damage and 1Us couseguences, prepated by
Lhe Angolan government in conjunction with the United Natiloas,
tobLals 317 Lillion for that country alone uver 1979-19485.
MozZambiligque has estimated ils losses over 19850-1985 at $35.95 billion.
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The losses of the other seven states of southern Africa have been
simal jer, though Zambia's and Zimbabwe's have been quite .signltican
tlargely as a result of higher transport costs, production losses
caused by transport difficulties, and the reduction of productive
investment torced by the size of Lthe dereonce budgets) . . o000 00 v 0 v iy
“Ihese”, the UNICEF ygyues on to pouint oul: "ure the econumic levels
Oof major contlicts, not ofF marginal destabilization, civil disorder,
Or border-area conflice”,

The Humaan Cost s
These, the UNICEF repuourt continues: are equally severe. By Lhe

il vl 1985, 29« 0oFf health ftacilities 1 MozZambique had been
destroved and hundreds of medical personnel wounded orr maimed; L0 =
of primary schools had been destroyed or abandoned and 204 of the
pupi ls foreed out of school.

The figures o1 Angola are tar from complete, but at least 10,000
peuple were muti lated in 1985, and Lthe delivery and usce of health
suervices declined by 30% throughout the counLry. About 20 wvaccel -
nation posts were destroved in 1985, and overall immunization
coverage 1s very low. Supervisory visits tvu rural health units
and schools are virtually lmpossible. S0 is.the distribution ot
essential supplies, which is often hampered by the destruction of
vehicles, especlally 1n landmine explosliouns.

The exact number of deaths among civilians and health ministry stafrr
due (v the war is not. Known. But what 1s Kknown is that health
workers, as well as clinics and other healtlh posts, sclivuls,
teachers and pupils, foreign aid personnel and vehicles trausporting
health and relief supplles, are all dellberately chosenw as tarygets
Of the war for the purpose of causing 4 breakdown i1n civil administ-
ration and making large areas ungouveruuable.

In Angula, 600,000 of the most severely altected peasants dresplaced
by war are totally dependent on gygoverument assistance frfor survival.
Il MozambiQue, 3.8 willion are currently estimated Lo be at risk ofr
famine, largely because of the destruction of fuod crops and
transporet capacity, and the louss of export earnings to pay fror
replacement food imports”.

This: more overt form of destabilization has affected all the

contingent countries (n the southern African region, with direct and
much publicised railds Into Botswuna, Lesotho, Zumbia and Zimbabwe,
for exauple. Cousiderable econumic presssure too is practiced on
all these countries. '

Less publicised is the use ot sabotage nnits which, since 1981, has
increased rapidly. UNICEF's survey hus ftound that "The region's
Lransport and power infrastructures are Lhe main tyrygets,: but other
Ltatgels include major productLion uanlts, especlally thuse earning
foreign exchange such as tea estates, mines and. cement. plants 1n
Mozambique and mines and petroleum installations in Angola. The
CCONOMIC CcosLls are evident, but less so ubt rirstglance 1s the
reason for the deliberate concentration on destroyving regional
transport routes. This increases the dependence of l'andlocked
stales o routes through Soulthh Arpica, and lforces Lhem Lo pay
additional transport costs amounting to at least $300 million per
yoedl .
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T dhe share of the national budyget that goues Lo recurrent detfence
custs in Mozambigue is 42%, one of Lthe highest in Lthe world.
(For what is reputedly one of the poorest, If not the poorest
country in the world). "Anyola's detence hudyget is much lavger
Lhan Mozaubigue's in absolute Leerms, and may absorb a compuruable
pelcentuye orf total spendling. TuhZuania, Zaumbia and Zimbabwe al su
have larue armed forces, and Zimbabwe is speunding in the order of
$3s million'a week to defend its own and the region’'s Lrade routes
Llwrouyh Muzambigque. '~ The effect of such spending on Lthe avallabliliLy
of funds ftor health, education, water and food securiiy in such

poor countries is self-evident”.

And the UNICEF study concludes with a Lerrible indictment of the
wul® aiid its perpetrators and their use ol vue of the "deuadl iest
weapons”: "the mass terroism carried ovul by forces which have
burned crops and farmhouses, pillaged and destroyed schuuls,
clinics, churches, mosques, stores and villayes, poisoned wells

by throwing bodies down them, and attacked the Ctransport system
which is a vital parc of rural life. Members of relidgious virders,
muinly Catholics, have been murdered and Kidnapped. Su Luo haave
foreign aid workers from both the WesL and the East. In Angola
and Mozambique teachers, nurses, auricultural techniclians, engineers,
and geologists have also been Killed and Kidnapped, wmalwed and

mutl lated.

The carnage has been fndiscrminate, with intauts and children nol
exempted. * The results are clear and tragic: death tror wmany, and
tor the survivors fear and flight, destiruction and displacement,
About 8.%5 willion Angolans and Mozambicuns - rouubily halt the rural
population of the two countries - have been displaced or are
internal refugees in their own countries”. |

The custs of their warfare are cumulative and have been escalating,
without remission, since 1981. It is UNICEF'S assumption that
this Is likely to continue.

CONCLUSION

iq -

The drama unfolding in Southern Africa is o human tragedy ofb
proportionally huge dimensions. How else Lo describe a situation
where, I1n Mozambique and Angola for example, 140,000 children under
the aye of rfive die, in one yeuar alone, as a4 cousequence of
destabilization - of a conflict that sets oul tu cripple and

Lo castrate in defense of an inhuman and degrading system.
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