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Mbongeni Negma: Theater in
South Africa at the moment plays a

very important role because—
again—we don’t read a lot in the

‘newspapers about what is happen-

ing in South Africa—inside South
Africa the newspapers cannot report
everything they want to report. So
theater, at this point in time, has be-
come the only voice left.
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Negma: | want this word to live
with you forever—what I’m going to
say to you now. And I want it to be
engraved 1In your memory.
Meaning—we are not doing this
show simply because you're just a
bunch of savages or barbarians who
know nothing about your own
lives—you understand? If that is the
point then there’s no reason for you
to be 1n this show. The South Afri-
can embassy has ambassadors here.
Ambassadors are people who speak
for them. The black people in South

Africa don’t have an embassy here,
they don’t have ambassadors, so you

are their ambassadors, this i1s the
embassy and you are their ambassa-
dors. Okay, so if you say you don’t
know anything, what kind of an am-
bassador are you?

Girl 1: My father used to, when
we were eating supper at home, talk
to us and tell us everything about
South Africa—what is happening
and tell us to keep quiet, not to talk.
He only used to tell us to know the
truth about South Africa and what
1s happening—that’s all he told us.
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Girl 2: Like my brother. . .they

used to take him from home. These
two policemen came in the middle
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of the night looking forimy brother
and then they took him, they took
him to jail and beat him. I remem-
ber last year, they shot him two
times, two bullets, one here and one
here. They thought he was dead, but
they just left him like that and then
he came home later in the morning

covered with blood. And then he

told my mother and my father that
the police had shot him.

Boy 1: Me, I feel the pain from
when I’ve been detained at home.
For my rights and for my country,
| feel the pain.

Boy 2: In South Africa, if you're
detained, you either can be tortured,
which 1s very normal, so that they
get some truth out of you or they
just scare you so that you are never
involved again. If you are not killed,
if you survive all that, then they
might try to turn you into being an

informer, a spy for the government.
* F *

Boy 3: Yes, I'll go back to South
Africa, I have to go back to South
Africa because it’s where I belong.
It’s my home. Yeah, I'll die in South
Africa, that’s what I think.

Girl 3: South Africa is nice be-
cause it’s my place.

Boy 4: South Africa is my

~ motherland, it’s my home, it’s where

I was born. Even though I've never
travelled to a lot of countries, . . .it’s
the only place {’ve felt really grate-
ful to be there. I dream about Afri-
ca. | dream about my brothers and
sisters. Those who are dead and
those who are alive, and those who
are behind bars. And those who are
still praying that one day South Afri-
ca will be an African country. That’s

what I dream about Afrlca
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Why Nelson Mandela Matters

By Micheline Tusenius
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Indeed, this unassuming elderly
man with the beckoning eyes i1s no
yrdinary grandfather. He is a man of
xceptional stature, integrity and
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ANCH& 8 E— 7Rl e hint that this man 1s different. Now Mandela is the focus of enor-
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mous expectations on all sides of
South African society. The Nation-
alist government is counting on his
legendary reputation to draw skep-

. 1971 f'{ ,_,. ~y;. h— S _,,.. K &1l 7K ‘ourage. He is Nelson Mandela, one Selection of Anti-Apartheid Cartoons From Around the World (New York, 1989) tical blacks to the negotiating table,
| VR Lodr b i of the formidable symbols of our time. | and to keep them committed to the
! 1976 2 PGS 3)E2. 5T5ALL . Nelson Mandela, the remarkable  enormous. His steadfast commit-  no longer to achieve this goal. process and its products. It particu-
i FOEENHBEND 1988 UDF iz £17CHEICEBHIRL &5 South African who visits Japan in  ment to principle and cause—at But the processes of national larly hopes that he will be able to
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mous political prisoner until Febru-
ary this year.

is tremendously inspiring. Just as
much so 1s his clearly sincere lack

ing could not move forward while he

g at the hands of the most militant
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himself or the cause of black South

African National Congress (ANC),
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ally released him.

Mandela has emerged from pris-
on much more widely acclaimed
than he was at the time of his 1m-

insisted it would, his release came
unconditionally.

Release Was Inevitable

And so, by releasing Mandela and
unbanning the ANC and other
groups this February, the white-led
government has certainly unjaimmedd

other divisions currently—and
violently—pulling their communities
apart. In addition, they expect him
to achieve for them better housing,
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