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Mbongeni Negma: Theaterin
South Africa at the moment plays a
very important role because—
again-we don't read a lot in the
newspapers about what is happen-
ing in South Africa—inside South
Attica the newspapers cannot report
everything they want to report. So
theater, at this point in time, has be-
come the only voice left.
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Negma: I want this word to live
with you forever—what I’m going to
say to you now. And I want it to be
engraved in your memory.
Meaning—we are not doing this
show simply because you’re just a
bunch of savages or barbarians who
know nothing about your own
lives—you understand? If that is the
point then there’s no reason for you
to be in this show. The South Afri-
can embassy has ambassadors here.
Ambassadors are people who speak
for them. The black people in South
Africa don’t have an embassy here,
they don’t have ambassadors, so you
are their ambassadors, this is the
embassy and you are their ambassa-
dors. Okay, so if you say you don’t
know anything, what kind of an am-
bassador are you?
Girl 1: My father used to, when

we were eating supper at home, talk
to us and tell us everything about
South Africa—what is happening
and tell us to keep quiet, not to talk.
He only used to tell us to know the
truth about South Africa and what
is happening—that’s all he told us.
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Girl 2: Like my brother. . .they
used to take him from home. These
two policemen came in the middle

of the night looking forf'my brother
and then they took him, they took
him to jail and beat him. I remem-
ber last year, they shot him two
times, two bullets, one here and one
here. They thought he was dead, but
they just left him like that and then
he came home later in the morning
covered with blood. And then he
told my mother and my father that
the police had shot him.
Boy 1: Me. I feel the pain from

when I’Ve been detained at home.
For my rights and for my country,
I feel the pain.

Boy 2: In South Africa, if you’re
detained, you either can be tortured,
which is very normal, so that they
get some truth out of you or they
just scare you so that you are never
involved again. If you are not killed,
if you survive all that,‘ then they
might try to turn you into being an
informer, a spy for the government.
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Boy 3: Yes, I’ll go back to South
Africa, I have to go back to South
Africa because it’s where I belong.
It’s my home. Yeah, I’ll die in South
Africa, that’s what I think.
Girl 3: South Africa is nice be-

cause it’s my place.
Boy 4: South Africa is my

motherland, it’s my home, it’s where
I was born. Even though I’ve never
travelled to a lot of countries, . . .it’s
the only place I ’ve felt really grate-
ful to be there. I dream about Afri-
ca. I dream about my brothers and
sisters. Those who are dead and
those who are alive, and those who
are behind bars. And those who are
still praying that one day South Afri-
ca will be an African country. That’s
what I dream about Africa.
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' 0 could be your grandfather

or mine, so familiar and

comforting are his warm,

kind smile and gently sparkling

eyes. Yet the manner of his calm

dignity and thoughtful eloquence

hint that this man is different.

Indeed, this unassuming elderly

man with the beckoning eyes is no

)rdinzuy grandfather. He is a man of

xceptional stature, integrity and

'ourage. He is Nelson Mandela, one

of the formidable symbols of our time.

Nelson Mandela, the remarkable

South African who visits Japan in

October, was the world's most fa-

mous political prisoner until Febru-

ary this year.

lie luul lw-II -"'l|[l'll"l'(l tn lilI‘ im-

IH iwnmt‘nt in 1962 by the WhitC-led

Nationalist government in South

Africa for his activities in opposing

"ie' miwn It\ i‘ll". But this Febru-

ary, alter imprisoning him for 27

years, the South African govern-

ment ‘mt‘lu-d down and uncondition‘

ally released him.

Mandela has emerged from pris-

on much more widely acclaimed

than he was at the time of his im-

prisonment. His role now is crucial

for South Africa’s future. Today, he

is an immensely powerful figure as

well as a towering moral authority

in a country fraught with ethical and

mnml I'Iunpmmisc.

Mandela’s personal triumph is
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By Micheline Tusenius

 

L'Ubomiv Kotrha (Czechoslovakia) from the United Nations Center Against Apartheid,

Selection of Anti-Apartheid Cartoons From Around the World (New York, 1989)

enormous. His steadfast commit-

ment to 1)|‘lll('i|)lt‘ :Iml cause—at

great personal cost and sacrifice—

is tremendously inspiring. Just as
much so is his clearly sincere lack
of bitterness toward his jailers over
his lost 27 years.
He represents dedication to win

ciple and seriousness of purpose like
few others. He did not compromise
himself or the cause of black South

Africa over the course of nearly

three decades Indeed as he always

insisted it would, his release came

unconditionally.

Release Was inevitable

On Feb. 11, 1990, the day of his
dramatic release and at his first pub-

lic address, Mandela lamented that
little had changed (luring the time of

,his incarceration. Black South Afri-

cans still were not free from white
minority rule. He urged them to wait

- lamented that...incarcotaflon flfiiil
Ktitkgflbz‘bofbkfllaf;i 2: )2
am LAfi
0th. bans...ovganlzatlons :1th
fiifit 4310893))?3-511: étt'fl ‘7‘.“(317- 3i};-
itéil'fl -f;)

 

no longer to achieve this goal.

But the processes of national
reconciliation and constitution writ-

ing could not move forward while he

and his colleagues remained incar-
cerated. Neither could there be

progress while iilt‘ buns (-mlun-(i nn
vminus organizations that had ac-

tively opposed white rule over the

years. These groups included the

African National Congress (ANC),
the organization to which Mandela
has devoted most of his life.
And so. by releasing Mandela and

unbanning the ANC and other

groups this February, the white-led
government has certainly unjzmimcd

tlw systn‘mir inertia ot‘ the last years.

With these actions, the govern-

ment has also conceded the ultimate
unworkability and bankruptcy of its
42-year old racially based policies.
Indeed, it states its desire to enter

into full'scale negotiations with the

‘unjammedu .last years IL’1ibéfii f4:
finitf’t’rfili’flm Lto inertiaH'ruHim
- keep any deals.. .olemonu Hit ') 7k?)

811tmummnismcmwir:A I: I:
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ANC and others on a new constitu-
tion for South Africa.
Now Mandela is the focus of enor-

mous expectations on all sides of
South African society. The Nation-
alist government is counting on his
legendary reputation to draw skep-
tical blacks to the negotiating table,
and to keep them committed to the
process and its products. It particu-
larly hopes that he will be able to
l.t‘L‘]) :my (lt‘als strurk trnm lllll'Fl\'t‘l~

ing‘ at the hands of the most militant

elements. Generally, white South

Africans hope that Mandela’s au-
thoritative influence will be a moder-
ating one.

On the other hand, black South
Africans :1! ll)“ lt‘il-~l («lvmjl him in
zlvliv'vr lnlm'l; lilllilll'il)' 111i". They
also see him as a unifier and look to
him to fix the deep political and
other divisions currently-and
violently—pulling their communities
apart. In addition, they expect him

to achieve for them better housing,
schools and other qualitative im-
provements in their lives.
Nelson Mandela will have a lot on

his mind while he is in Japan. In-
deed, will this distinguished, grand-
fatherly figure be able to reconcile
and balance all the competing de-
mands and expectations that await
him in South Africa? Can Japan help
him do so?

Micheline Tusenius: Born in Johannesburg
but a more recent resident of Cape Town.
South Africa. the author is presently living
in Taipei. Taiwan. She is a graduate 01
Stellenbosch University in South Africa and
Georgetown University in the United States. >

 


